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MORNING SESSION 


(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hours). 

PRESIDENT: The Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: 4£ the Court please, let the record show that all 
the members of the Court, all members of the Frosecution, and all 


members of the Defense are present with the exception of Mr Strong, 


Dr Pfister,Dr Wieland amd Dr Hertkorn who are absent on business for 
the Defense. All the Defendants and the Reporter are present. 

PROSECUTION: The Frosecution recalls Mr Elowits. 

Mr MORRIS ELOWITZ, an American civilian was reminded that he was 
still under oath and testified further for the Prosecution through 
an interpreter as follows: 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION(Lt Col CRAWFORD) 

Q Are you the same Mr Elowitz who has heretofore testified 
in the case now before this court ? 

A Yes. 

Q During the course of your assignment in the investigation 
of the Malmedy case at IP # 2 Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have 
occasion to interrogate one Wermer Sternebeck 7? 

A Yes 

Q +s he one of the accused in the case now in hearing before 
this court ? 

A Yes 

Q Gan you identify him ? 

A Yes 

Q Take a look att he defendants seated to your left and see 
if he is among those present ? 

A He is = he is wearing number 62. 

Q During the course of the investigation did Werner Sternbeck 


L124 
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make a statement ? 

A Yes 

Q Was this statement oral or written ? 

A It was first made orally and then reduced to writing. 

PROSECUTION: (Lt Col CRAWFORD)+ I hand the reporter a 

document and ask that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-8) for 
identification. 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution's Exhibit 
P- 64 for identification by the reporter.) 

Q T now hand you document which has been marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit P-8) for identification and ask you to state if you know what 
that is ? 


re 


That is the statement of Wemer Sternebeck. 
Do you know in whose handwriting that statement is ? 
It is in Sternebeck's handwriting. 

Do you know whosigned that statement ? 
Werner Sternebeck. 

Was that statement signed in your presence ? 
Yes 

Was the statement taken under oath ? 

Yes. 

Who administered the oath ? 

Captain Shumacker. 


Was that statement made voluntarily ? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Yes 


© 


Was any force used to obtain this statement ? 


> 


No. 


Did you make any threats or promises to obtain this statement ? 


r=) 


No. 
Q Did you use any harsh, cruel or inhuman treatment to obtain 
this statement ? 
A No 


(Elowitz- redirect) 
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PROSECUTIONs(Lt Col CRAWFORD). The Prosecution offers in 
evidence statement which has been identified by the witness and which has 
been marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-8 for identification,and request that 


it be attached to the record and made a partthereof. 
DEFENSE:(Lt Col DWINELL). The Defense objects to the evid- 


ence on the ground previously stated. 

PRESIDENT. The objection is over-ruled. The Exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted i nto evidence and will be marked Pros- 
ecution's Exhibit P-8). 

PROSECUTION(Lt Col CRAWFORD).The Prosecution offers in 
evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit P-8h-A a true and correct English 
translation of its Exhibit P-8. 

DEFENSE: May it please the Court, the Defense desires to 
interpose an objection at a later date if there is any inaccuracy in 
the translation. Otherwise, there is no objections 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibit offered by 
the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecut- 
ions Exhibit P-8h-A, with leave for the Defense to enter their objection 


at a later date. 
(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked and 


identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit P-Sl-A: is 
attached hereto and made part of the record.) 


PROSECUTION: (Lt Col CRAWFORD). May it please the Court, the 


prosecution requests permission to read its Exhibit P-8l-A to the Court. 
PRESIDENT: Cranted. 
(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-Sl-A was read to the Court in the 


English language as follows:) 


" I, Wermer Sternebeck, Obersturmfuehrer, having been 


duly sworn, make the following statement supplementary to 
my statement of 26 March 19))6: 


On 16 December 19, between 5 o'clock and 6 o'clock 
i ieve was 


anf ge 
bers turmfuehrer J 81 of the 6th Company. 
Obersturmfushrer Junker told me to give the order to Haupt- 
scharfuehrer August Tonk of the 6th Company to go with four 
or five other soldiers to Stavelot to look for American 
gasoline. I stepped outside and found Hauptscharfuehrer Tonk. 


(Elowits -"direct ) 
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I gave him the order and added that he should take my assist- 
ant gunner Sturmmann Hans Zimmer along. Hauptscharfuehrer Tonk 
reported back to the CP between 9 o'clock and 10 o'clock of the 
same evening. It is possible, although I am not sure, that 
Hauptsturmfuehrer Klingelhoefer and Obersturmfuehrer Junker 
were present at the CP when Hauptscharfuehrer Tonk reported backe 
Before I became an officer I was always friendly with Haupt- 
scharfuehrer Tonk and when he returned to the room at this time 
I greeted him in a friendly manner. Hauptecharfuehrer Tonk 
reported that he couldn't find any gasoline but he found a jar 
of fruit in a house. Thén he remarked "zwei zivilisten mussten 
duran glauben". (Two civilians had to pay with their lives for 
it.) He held the jar of fruit in his hand and offered me some 
of it and I recall now that I was very happy about it because 
I suffered from yellow jaundice and needed fruit. I know that the 
"Zwei zivilisten mssten daran glauben" used by Hauptscharfuelr er 
Tonk means that two civilians were killed. No other interpret- 
ation is possible if this expression is used in the German 
language. 

I have prepared a sketch attached hereto which shows 
the CP in this village where the incident described here occurred. 


I make this statement consisting of two pages and a 
sketch voluntarily out of my omm free will without force, threats 
or promises of reward. 1 

Werner Sternebeck 
SS Obersturmfuehrer 


27 March 19,6. 
Sworn to and subscribed before 


me this 27th day of March 19))6 
at Schwabisch Hall,Ger. 


Raphael Shumacker 
Capt. CMP 


(Whereupon the German Translation was then read to the Court in 
the German language by an interpreter.) 

PROSECULION(It Col CRAWFORD). The Prosecution offers in 
evidence a Photo Affidavit executed by Werner Sternebeck of August 
Tonk, as Prosecution's Exhibit P-3-B. 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense there is no objection 
to the Picture Affidavit, or the necessity for the reading of same, 
and it is admitted that the Photograph is that of the accused August 
Tonk. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked as 


Prosecution's Exhibit P-8)-B. 


(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked and 


identified was received into evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit P-O4-B: 
is attached hereto and made part of the record). 
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PROSECUTION(Lt Col. CRAWFORD). You may cross-examine, 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (Captain NARVID). 

Q Mr Elowitz, is it a fact that Prior to Sternebeck making 
this statement, he was confronted by Heinz Zimmer ? 

A That is true. 

Q Is it also true that Sternebeck prior to being confronted 
by Zimmer denied, or stated that he did not recall Tonk making that 
statement ? 


A That is right. 


Q In other words, Sternebeck finally admitted only after 


Zimmer told him what he heard ? 


A Well, the way Sternebeck put it was like this - "If Zimmer 
states it, I may as well admit it ". 
Q Is it not a fact that Sternebeck stated "If Zimmer states 
it ~ it may have happened " - did he not say that ? 
A I really don't remember. 
DEFENSE: No further questions 


PROSECUTION: No redirect examination. 
PRESIDENT: There appear to be no further questions, the 


witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew). 

PROSECUTION: The Prosecution calls as its nextwitness 
Francois Close. 

FRANCOIS CLOSE, a Belgian civilian was duly sworn and 
testified through an interpreter as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION: 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION(It Col CRAWFORD). 
Q State your name 7? 


A Francois Close. 


Q Where do you live 
A At Stavelot. 


(Close- direct) 





In what country is Stavelot located ? 
Belgium 

Are you a Belgian citizen 7? 

Yes 

What was your occupation in December 19)), 7? 
I was a field policeman. 

How long have you been a field policeman ? 
Fourteen years. 


What towns did your district cover 7? 


r £2 re BF BF BF BO 


Stavelot. 
Q Did you have any jurisdiction over Steyr, Parfondreu, and 
Renardemont ? 
A Yes. 
Are they in the commnity ? 
Yes 
Are they part of the village of Stavelot ? 
They are hamlets on the outskirts of Stavelot. 
Where were you on the morning of 18 December 19) 7 
At my house 
Where is your house 7? 
At Stavelot itself. 
What did you see that morning ? 
I saw German troops arriving. 


What kind of vehicles were they riding in ? 


eS Db fF BP a FF & YF & 


Tanks . 
At what time of day did they arrive ? 
Between 0800 and 0900 hours. 
Q From what direction did they come 7? 
A They came from the direction of Germany - from Lodomeg, 
Venchanz, and Stavelot. 
Q At what point did they enter Stavelot ? 
A They entered by the bridge of Lodomeg on the South side. 


(Close- direct) 
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TA-122, 8h 
6/3/yb=1 What did you do when the tanks entered Stavelot? 


I was at home, 

What did you do later that day? 

I went to the auspice (hospital) to help the people who 
were there, 

Q How many people were there? 

There were approximately 50 people at the hospital. 

And what did you do after you went to the hospital? 

I proceeded to get food for these people. 

Did you remain in Stavelot for the next few days? 

Yes. 

During the next few days what were your activities? 

I fed, helped feed the people in the hospital and the 
people who were in the cellars, I helped the Red Cross in finding 
and helping the wounded, and in bringing back the bodies of dead 
from the places in which it was possible to go. 

Q What were done with these bodies? 

A They were buried in temporary graves in the park of the 
hospital, 

Q How many bodies were buried there? 

LT. COL. DWINELL: I object to that question as irrelevant 
to the issues. 

LAW MEMBER: It is possible that it is going to be con- 
nected to some other issue. If not, you can take your objection 
at some other time, Colonel. 

A To my knowledge, 93 bodies. 
Q Mr, Close, after the 18th of December, did you make any 
visits to the various homes in the commnity of Stavelot? 


A I was in town and I went to all the places to which it 
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was possible to go, because of course it was not possible to go 
everywhere because of bombardment, 
Q After the bombardment was over, did you visit the ones 
you had not been able to reach? 
A After the lth of January, when this was over, we were 
able to go further. 
Q Did you visit, the homes you had not been able to reach 
at that time? 
A Yes, to a certain extent. 
Q Who did you talk to? 
A I spoke to many members of the population, 
Q In doing so, did you determine from those people the 
cause of death? 
LT. COL. DWINELL: Just a mimte, please, I object to 
that question; it is leading the witness. 
LAW MEMBER: Objection sustained. 
LT. COL. CRAWFORD: I withdraw the question, 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Lt. Col. Crawford): 
Q What did you find out when you talked to these people? 
A I learned that civilians had been shot at Parfondriu, 
Renardmont, Steyr, on the road to Trois Ponts, on the road to Uvo, 
on the Stokeu, in the town of Stavelot itself, and on the road to 
the old castle. 
ITs That has not been translated in German as 
(Whereupon the interpreter translated the 
of the witness into German, ) 
Q What did you learn as to who had shot these people? 
A I was told that the people who had shot these persons 
were German troops, SS, 


(Francois Close - Direct) 
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Q Had you seen any German troops in Stavelot in that 
vicinity between the 18th of December 19); and the 1)th of 
January 19)57 

A At Stavelot? 


Did you see any of the bodies of these people? 


Did you observe any wounds on any of the bodies? 


Q 
A Yes, I buried them, 
Q 
A 


Yes. 

What type of wounds were they? 

Open and blood-covered wounds. 

Do you know Jean and Camille Tombeux? 

Yes, I know them very well. 

During your visits, did you see them? 

I saw them. Yes, I found them in the place where they 
had been shot, both Jean and Camille Tombeux, by the house of 
Louis LeCoeur, on the road to Vielle Chateau by Stavelot, 

Q Were they alive or dead? 
A Dead. 
Q Did you observe any wounds on these bodies? 

Yes, 

Where were the wounds? 

In the back of the neck, 

What type of wounds were these? 

I couldn't see very well because the bodies were fr 


Do you know what caused the wounds on the bodies of 


to that question, ; 
as leading the witness, 
PRESIDENT: Objection is overruled. 


(Francois Close = Direct) 
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Yese 


A 
Q With what? 
A 


Bullets -- they had been shot, 
Q These 93 people you buried, what was the nationality 
of the 93 people you buried? 
A They were Belgians. 
LT. COL. CRAWFORD: TI hand the reporter a document to 
be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 85 for identification. 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 
Exhibit No, 85 for identification by the reporter.) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Lt. Col, Crawford): 
Q I hand you a document that has been marked Prosecution 
Exhibit No. 85, and ask you to state what that is? 
‘A -It is a list of the victims, 
In whose handwriting does this list appear? 
It is in my handwriting. 
Whose signature appears on each page of this lst? 
My signature. 
How was this list prepared? 
The list was prepared on my own initiative and is based 
memory. 
Does this list contain the names of the 93 people you 
stated you buried? 
A Yes. 
Q Does it contain more names than 


A Yes. 


Q Who are the additional names? 

A Those are the names of residents of Troix Ponts who 
were buried in Troix Ponts itself, 

, 


Q Was this list compiled from information you gathered 


during your visits around the vicinity of Stavelot, after the 
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18th of December 19)? 

A Yes. 

Q Is that the list of the family names and the number 
of persons of the family who died after the 18th of December 


194, and the manner in which you have been testifying today? 


A Yes 

LT. COL. CRAWFORD: At this time Prosecution offers 
in evidence a document which has been marked for identification 
Prosecution Exhibit No, 85, asks that it be attached to the 
record and made a part thereof, and marked Prosecution Exhibit 
No. 85. 

LT. COL. DWINELL: The Defense objects to this evidence 
on the grounds that it is irrelevant, hasn't been connected with 
the accused or any issues in the case. The instrument is not 
dated and is not connected as to time. 

BAW MEMBER: There is some testimony to the effect that 
this list of names was compiled after the 18th of December. There 
is also some testimony to the effect that these people, some or all 
of them were shot as a result or died as a result of bullet wounds, 
and there is also some testimony to the effect that SS troops were 
in Stavelot at the time. The instrument will, therefore, be 
admitted for whatever it is worth, and the Court will place such 
probative value as it deems fit. The objection is overruled, 

PRESIDENT: The exhibit offered by the Prosecution is 
therefore admitted in evidence and will be marked P-85, 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution 
Exhibit No. 85 and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 


(Francois Close - Direct) 





LT. COL. CRAWFORD: Will you mark this Prosecution 
Exhibit No, 85-A, please? 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 
Exhibit No, 85-A for identification.) 

LT. COL. CRAWFORD: Prosecution offers in evidence 
Prosecution Exhibit No. 85-A, being a true and correct English 
translation of Prosecution Exhibit P=85, 

DEFENSE: No objection on behalf of the Defense. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and will be marked 
P=85=A. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-35-A 
and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Lt. Col. Crawford): 

Q Mr, Close, of the 93 people that you buried, what was the 
sex and the age of those persons? 

A The age varies, ‘Tere were children there between eight 
months and eighteen years, there were elderly people and others, 

Q What was the sex of these people? 

A There were both sexes. 

Q How many women were there? 

A I do not have the figures in my head, I cannot say 
exactly, but there is quite a number, 

LT. COL. CRAWFORD: Prosecution does not desire at this 
time to read Prosecution Exhibit No. 85=A, 

Q Mr. Close, will you describe the house where you found the 
bodies of Jean and Camille Tambeux? 

A It is a house built Chalet-style, that is located on the 
Scheminduvieux chateau, and is built partly of masonry and partly 
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reenforced with wood, 
What color is the house? 


The color is white-yellow, 


Would you recognize the house if you saw it again? 


A Yes, 


Q I hand you a photograph that has been marked Prosecu- 
tion Exhibit No. 83, and ask you to state what is show on that 
house? 

A The house belonged to Louis LeCoeur. 

Q Is that photograph representative of a reasonable por- 
trayal of that house as it was on the 1th of Jamary 195? 

A Yes. 

Q Is the house shown on Prosecution Exhibit No. 83 the 
same house where you found the bodies of Jean and Camille Tombeux? 

A Yes. 

Q Referring to Prosecution Exhibit 83, will you indicate on 
the photograph were the bodies were found? 

A It is on the other side, on the opposite side of the house, 

Q Is that side of the house shown in this photograph? 

No. 

How close to the house were these bodies? 

Between three and four meters, 

Was there an opening into the house near the bodies? 
Yes, the cellar door. 

Q After the 18th of December 19, did you have occasion 
to bury any Belgian civilians who were victims of battle? 

A Yes, 

Q Are there any of those persons included in the list, 
Prosecution Exhibit No. 85? 
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Yes, 


A 
Q They are or are not included in that list? 
A 


They are in that list. 


Q Were any of the people included in that list engaged 
in combat themselves? 


A No, sir. 


PROSECUTION: (Lt. Col, Cpawford) No further questions. 





DEFENSE: Dr. Leiling. 


GROSS-EKAMTINATION 


QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE; (Dr. Leiling) 


Q Can you tell me what the Population of Stavelot is? 

A The community of Stavelot has about five thousand 
inhabitants. 

Q Are the suburbs of Stavelot included in that figure? 

A Yes. 

Q The activity in which you engaged from the 18th to 
the 24th, was that part of your duties as a Field Policeman? 

A Yes. 

Q So, were you a member of an auxiliary organization, 
or was that part of your duties as a Field Policeman? 

A It was in my capacity as a Field Policeman. 

Q When did the Germans leave Stavelot? 

A They left on the 14th of Januery, on the day on 
which the American troops resumed the offensive. 

Q When did the Americans, before the Germans ever came, 
leave Stavelot? 

A They didn't all leave at any time -- some remained 
behind, 

Q For how long? 

A On the 19th of December, the Americans retook the 
town, as far as the bridge of L'Enbleve. 

Q Did you also see German wounded and dead at Stavelot 

I did not see wounded, but I did see dead. 


Would it be possible to state that there was heavy 


You mentioned, sometime ago, open wounds -- did you 


mean those wounds which had been caused by artillery splinters? 





A No. 


Q Well, in your opinion, how did these gaping wounds 


originate? 

A From firearms. 

DEFENSE (Dr. Leiling): Mo further questions. 
DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): Dr. Leer. 
QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Dr. Leer): 

Q How often did you go to the hospital? 

A Every day. 

Q Before the occupation of Stavelot, or only after the 
occupation of Stavelot? 

A After the occupation. 

Q After the Germans had already left Stavelot, or was 
it still during combat? 

A During the occupation. 

When did you see these men in the hospital? 

On the 18th of December. 

And who told you about this? 

The first dead person that I received was Madame 
Colinet -- 

Q But no dead person could make the statement that 
ninety-three dead persons are lying in the hospital -- my ques- 
tion is: who told you? 

A It was my investigation that showed that: as the dead 
came in I counted them and the tutal was ninety-three. 

“ I again ask you from whom or how did you find 

t ninety-three dead persons were 1 
cution objects to this line of questioning. The witness did 
not testify that there were ninety-three dead in the hospital: 


he testified that they were buried at the he tal, 


Close -- Cross) 





© 


PRESIDENT: The objection is sustained. 

Q When did you, during the fighting in Stavelot, for 
the first time hear anything about dead civilians? 

A On the 18th of December, 

Q And from where did you derive that information? 

From the parents of the victims. 

Did you see the personal identification cards and 
ninety-three corpses? 

Yes, together with the Red Cross. 

Who made the certificates of death for these corpses? 

A Doctors Moss and Rouvenet, of Stavelot. 

g What did these physicians state were the causes of 
death? 

A Death following shooting. 

Q On what day did all these people die? 

A Some were shot on the 18th, some on the 19th, and 
some on the 20th -- and also between the 18th of December and 
the 14th of January. 

Q Agein I ask the witness: from where did you derive 
that information? 

A From the families of the victims and from those who 
managed to escape. 

Q Do you know who were the participants in the fights? 


A I don't understand whet thecounsel wishes me to state? 


(Dr. Leer): I withdraw the ques- 


EFENSE (Colonel Everett): Dr.Re 


SE (Dr. Rau); 





Q Was Stavelot occupied from the 18th of December 
until the 14th of January? 


A The only part of Stavelot that was occupied was the 
part south of the L'Enbleve. 

Q Who occupied the northern part? 

A It was by the American troops. 


Q Haye houses been damaged or destroyed in the south- 
ern part of Stavelot? 


A Yes. 


How many houses? 


Q 
A Many houses, 
Q 


Could you give a percentage, approximately, of the 


number of houses destroyed? 


A Approximately twenty-five percent destruction, 


PROSECUTION: If the court please, I would 
like to inquire the purpose of this line of questioning; it seems 


to me that it is rather immaterial. 


PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. 

Q Where then was the civilian population belonging to 
this twenty-five percent? 

A They were in their cellars. 

. Was the basement destroyed as well? 

A Yes. 

Q Some time ago you designated the house in which the 
brothers Trom both were shot, as the correct one? 

A 

Q 

A Yes, partially. 

Q It was damaged on that side which was not photogrephed 


-- right? 


(Close - Cross) 





A Yes, on the roof. 


LAW MEMBER: There is entirely too much 


noise in the court room -- the murmering in the court room will 


have to stop immediately. 


(Whereupon the Law Member's remarks were 


interpreted to the court and the accused.) 


DEFENSE; (Dr. Rau) No further questions. 


PRESIDENT: Are there any further questions 
by the defense? 


DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): The defense has 


nothing further on cross. 


PRESIDENT: Are there any further questions 
by the prosecution: 

PROSECUTION (Lt Col Crawford): ‘There is one 
more question, sir. 


RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION (Lt Col Crawford): 


Q Were the bodies whose names appear on the list of 
Prosecution Exhibit 85 killed by fire from the Germans to the 


Americans, or by fire from the Americans to the Germans -- 


DEFENSE (Captein Narvid): The defense ob- 


jecte to the form of that question. 


phrese the question, 


(Close -- Re-~Direct) 





Q With reference to that part of Stavelot that was occu- 


pied by the Germans, where were the bodies whose names appear on 


the list tn Prosecution Exhibit 85 found? 


A They were found in the west, north and east of Stave- 


Q What troops occupied the west, north and east of Stave- 


DEFENSE (Captain Narvid); If it please the 
court, the defense objects to that -- it doeen't show the time. 
.PROSECUTION (Lt Col Crawford); Will the 


reporter read the answer to the first question? 


(Whereupon the reporter read as requested, ) 


PROSECUTION (Lt Col Crawford): I will with- 
draw that question. 

Q Between the 18th of December, 1944, and the 14th of 
January, 1945, what troops occupied the north, west and east of 
Stavelot? 

A The Germans occupied the west and then they passed on 
and occupied the north and part of the east. 

Q What did the parents, relatives and persons who had 
escaped, about whom you have testified, tell you about who had 
killed the victims? 

A They said that they were shot. 

Q By whom? 


By the SS. 


DEFENSE: , Dr. Leer. 
S BY THE DEFENSE (Dr. Leer): 


RECROSS EXAMINATION 


(Close - Re-Direct) 





Q In whet part were you, at the time that the Germans 


occuvied Stavelot? 

A I was in the northwestern part. 

Q Were you there all the time, or did you also go into 
other parts of the town? 

A I remained in the town the entire time. 

Q In other words, if I understand you correctly, you 
were in the northern and western parts, is that right? 


A Yes, that is, on the part on the right hand side of 


the L'Enbleve. That is in the part that was then occupied by 


American troops. 
Q Why did you go there? 
A I happened to be there. 


Wasn't there some rather heavy fighting around that 


Yes. 
Isn't it customary to keep out of the danger zone -- 
isn't it customary for civilians to keep out of these danger zones? 
A The population took refuge in the cellars. 
Q I'm not talking about the population, I'm talking about 
you yourself. 
A Myself? Well, I circulated in the town the entire time. 
Q What was your reason for walking about the town, when 
there was shooting on? 
A In order to help the inhabitants and to bring food to 


the population. 


PROSECUTION (Lt Col Crawford): If it please 
the court, that question is assuming a state of facts that is not 


in evidence in this case. 





in que 


that allegedly c 
ie reason for this, 


or not the population parti 


N (Lt Col Crawford): 


itness s "yes" or "not, 


nt question, 


overruled, 


Do you 





took p r the most 


they took place outside the center of the 


In your post as a 21d Policeman, 


outer regions of the town? 
the outskirts, 


since you were a Iield Policeman, wasn't 


to walk in those 


told you, or from whom dix 


cutions of it nature to place in 


part, 


also take 





PRESIDENT: Are there any questions by 


any member of the court of this witness? 


(Whereupon, there being no further ques- 


tions, the witne as excused and withdrew, ) 


ESIDENT; The court will ad Journ until 


(Whereupon the court adjourned, at the 


direction of the President, to reconvene at 100 hours, ) 





(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1045) 

PRES'DENT: The Court will come to order. 

FROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show 
that all members of the Court, all members of the Prosecution, 
ail members of the Defense with tne exdeption of Mr. Strong, Dr. 
Pfister and Dre Wieland who are absent on business of the Defense, 
all of the defendants, the reporter and the interpreter are present. 
The Prosecution recails Mr. Blowits. 


LAW MEMBER: Before that there are four reporters to be 


PROSECUTION: I didn't know thate 
FRESIDENT: Will the four reporters step up, please. 
Reuben A. Duskis, Ann Burns, Effie Georgatos, 


Helen Church, Court Reporters, were appointed 
reporters for the case and they were duly sworn. 


FROSSCUTION: Capt. Byrne will handle the next phase of 


the case. 


MORRIS ELOWITZ, recalled as a witness for tne Prosecution, 


having been previously sworn testified further as follows: 
REDIRECT SXAMINATION 
IONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. BYRNE) 
Q Would you state your name? 
Morris Elowitz. 
Are you the same Morris Slowita who has previously 
sstified in this Court’ 
Yose 
Q During the course of your dutiss as interrogator at 
IP 2, Schwaebisch Hall, Germany, did you ever interrogate one 
srner Sterne beck? 


Yos. 


(2 lowitz-redirect) 





Q Could you identify this Werner Sternebeck if you saw him 
again? 
A Yose 
Q Is he presont in the prisoners’ dock? 
A Yes, ho is. 
Q Correct the record. May tho witness be reminded he is 
still wider oath. 
A Yes, sire 
Q Would you look at the prisoners' dck at the left and see 
if he is present there? 
4 Yes, he is» Thore he is (indicating), number 62. 
PRESIDENT: Number 62 wiil stand. 
(whereupon the accused stood, as directed) 
FRESIDINT: Sit down. 
CAPT. BYRNE: I hand the reporter an instrument and request 
that it be marked Frosecution's Exhibit 86 For Identification. 


(Whereupon the document referred to was marked 
{Prosecution's Exhibit 86 For Identifioation by the reporter) 


Q Mr. Slowitz, I hand you Proseoution's Sxhibit 86 For 
Identification and I ask you if you recognize it. 

A It is a statement of Werner Sternebeck. 

Q In what manner was the statement taken from lerner 
Sterne beck? 


4A After oral interrogation the substance of Sternebsok's 


statements were dictated back to him and they wers written by him 


as that statevent in Sternebeck's ow handwrit ing? 
Yess 
course of the interrogation did Sternebsck make 


more than one statement? 


(£ lowits-redirect) 





4 Yes, he made two statements. 
Q Was any foree or throats used to secure the statemnt 
which you now have identified? 


No. 


Was he at any time confronted with witnesses against him? 


Who? If you remember. 


I remember for certain Hans Zimmer. 


4 
Q 
4 Yes, he wase 
Q 
4 
Q 


Yere any throats or promises made to Sternebeck to secure 

this statement? 

A No, there was note 

Q ‘as this statament sworn to? 
A Yos, it was. 

Q Who took the oath? 

A 1st Lt. Perl. 

CAPT. BYRNE: The Prosecution offers in evidence and 
requests that it be attached to the record and made a part 
thereof, Prosecution's Bxhibit 86 For Identification, and requests 
that it be admitted as Prosecution's Exhibit 86. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Ths Defense objects to the evidence 
on the ground previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled. The exhibit offered 
by the Frosscution will be received in evidence and marked 
Frosecution's Exhibit 86. 

(Whereupon the document rsferred to, having been previ usly marked 
and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit 
86 and is attached hereto and made a part of the record. ) 

CAPT. BYRNE: We request the reporter to mark the 

translation of this statement as Proseoution's ixhibit 86a 


For Identification. 


2 COUNSSL: May it please the Court, the Defense 


(Blowitz-redirect) 1150 





does not desire to object to this translation but wuld like 
to have the privilege of making a later objection if the 
translation develops incorrect. 

PRESIDENT: The exhibit offered by the Prosecution is 
received in evidence and will be marked Proseoution's Exhibit 86A, 
with leave to ths Defense to object at a later date. 


(Whereupon the document referred to was received in evidenos 
(as Prosecution's Exhibit 86A and is attached hereto and made 
(a part of the record. 


CAPT. BYRNE: The Frosooution requests permission of the 
Court to read Prosecution's Sxhibit 86 and Prosecution's Exhibit 
86A. 

PRESIDENT: All right. 

CAPT. BYRNE: (reading Proseoution's Exhibit 86A) 


"I, Werner Sternebeck, Obsrsturmfushrer, having been 
duly sworn, make the following statement: 


In December, 1944, at the time of the Sifel offensive, I 
was Obersturmfushrer in the 6th Company, lst Panzer Regimnt, 
LSSAH. My company comander was Obersturmfushror Benoni Junker. 
During the night from 165th to 16th of December, 1944, my tenk was 
ordered to tha point of the combat group and at that time I left 
the 6th Company. 


My tank and other tanks of the combat group remained in 
Wanne, Belgium on the 20th December, 1944, because Stavelot was 
surrounded and ve couldn't gst through there any more. At 
this time Untersturmfuehrer Heubsck was in Wenne, and he was the 
C.O. of the three tanks of the lst Company, lst Panzor Regiment, 
LSSAH, which remained behind. 


I lived in Wanne in the sam house as Hauptsturmfuehrer 
Kalischka who was the commander of tho 1st) Artillery Battalion, 
Artillery Regiment I, LSSAH. 


I have prepared a sketch of Wanne, marked "A" attached 
hereto showing my C.P., approximate location of Untersturmfuehrer 
Heubsck's C.P. and the position of my tank. In the morning 
hours of the 21st or 22nd of December, 1944, Standarterfushror 
Wohnke, commander of the LSSAH was in Wanne, and gave orders 
about the deployment of troops to the different wit leaders. 

I listened for a while as Standartenfuehrer Mohnke issued the 
orders, and was under the improssion that he was very displeased 
about the situation in Wanne. At about noon-time of the same 
or the following day, Hauptsturmfuehrer Kalischko came to mo 
and said that he had received the order from the Division to 


(Blowitz-redirect) 


pep 





round up all suspicious Belgian male civilians in Wanns, and to 
shoot them because there was supposed to be an enemy radio transmitter 
in Wanne. Hauptsturmfuehrer Kalischko decided to execute this 
order by dividing the village in two parts for the search. He 
took over one part and the tank troops searched the other part. 

I transmitted this order to Untersturmfushrer Imuenkemer who was 
commander of the 7th Company troops in Wanne, and I also believe 

to Untersturmfuehrer Heubsck, but I am not sure about thate 

Then I wnt to my tank which was in the position as indicated 

on my sketch "A", to pass on this order, which I received from 
Hauptsturmfuehrer Kalischko, to my crew. This happened between 

1 and 2 o'clock in tl afternoon. I told the crew that a secret 
radio transmitter was located in the village and that we had to find 
it. Then I told Rottenfuehrsr Herentrey my tank driver and 
Sturmmann Hillman, my radio-operator to look for suspicious 
Belgian civilians and in ease they found any to shoot them. I 
said to Rottenfuehrer Horentrey, "You are an'old hand' in such 
matters--you take charge." I ordered Sturmmann Plaas and Sturmmann 
Zimmer to stay with the tanks as guards, and I returned to the C.r. 
About half an hour later Rottenfuehrer Herentrey reported to m at 
the C.P. and told m: that he had executed the order, that he had 
found a suspicious Belgian male civilian in one of the houses and 


had bumped him off. ‘hersupon I answred "Alright." 


I make this statement consisting of three pages and one 
sketch marked "A" voluntarily, out of my ow free will, without 
force, threats, or promises of reward. 


(siened) Werner Sternebeck 
8S Obersturmfuehror 
26 March, 1946. 


Sworn to and subscribed to before 

me this 26th day of March, 1946, 

at Schwaebisch Hall, Germany. 
William R. Perl 


lst Lt. MI. 0-555149 
Investigator-Examiner War Crimes Branch, USFZT. 


(Whe reupon the foregoing statemnt in the origimal German 

(version, Prosscution's Exhibit 86, was read to the court and 

(accused. ) 
CAPT. BYRNE: The prosecution offers in evidence a 

photo affidavit executed by lerner Sternebeck, 

rich Mmkemer, and requests that it be received in evidence 


as Prosecution's “xhibit 86B. 


DSFUNSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the Defense, there is no 


(Elowitz-redirect) 





objection to the picture affidavit or necessity for reading the 
sam, and it is further admitted that the Picture is that of the 
accused Mumkemr. 

PRESIDENT: Thore being no objection to the introduction 
into evidence of the exhibit, it will be received in evidence 
and marked Prosecution's Exhibit 86B. 

(he reupon the document referred to was received in evidence as 
yeyeennon't Exhibit 86B and is attached hereto and made a part 
of the record. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it please the Court, in connection 
with the exhibits P-84A and P-864, the Defense does not desire 
to make any objection as to the translations. In order to 
clear the record this statement is being made. 

FRESIDENT: Very well. 

CAPT. BYRNE: You may enquire. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: ‘Tho defense does not desire to cross- 
examine the witness. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Gourt? Apparently none, 
The witness is excused. 

PROSECUTION: The Prosecution calls as its next witness 
Hans Zimmer. This witness is recalled. 

PRESIDENT: Recalled. 

HANS ZIMMER, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, 
being duly sworn testified further through the interpreter as 
follows: 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION. 
CUTION: (Ca 
our name 
Zimmpre 
To what organization did you belong during the Eifel Orfensive 
of December, 1944 and January, 1945? 


Sixth Company, Ist Panzer Regiment, LSSAH. 


Zimmer-redirect) 
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Q About the 20th of December, 1944, where was your wit 
located? 
A In Wanne. 
Q Do you recail the names of any of the other members of your 
organization who were there present at the same tins? 
A Rottenfvehrer Corporal Herentrey, Sturnmman Plaas, Rotten- 
fuvehrer Hillman and lst. Lt. Sternebeck. I wouldn't know of my 
otherse 

Was your entire company present in Yanne at that time? 

No, the entire company was not there. 


About how much of it was there? 


What tank vere you in? 


In lst. Lt. Sternebeck's. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A I think two tanks wore there. 
Q 
4 
Q 


Would you recognize Obersturmfushrer Sternebeck if you saw 
him again? 
A Yose 
Q Will you look at the prisonors' dock on your left and 
see if Sternebeck is present there? 
Yes, he is present. 
Would you state what number ho is waring. 
62. 
CAPT. BYRNE: Will the Court request number 62 to stand? 
PRESIDENT: Number 62, stand up. 
(Whereupon the accused stood, as directed) 
PRESIDENT: Sit down. 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. BYRNE ) 
Is that the same “erner Sternebeck who was with you in Wanne? 
A Yess 
Q hat were his duties at that time? 
4 Tank commander. 


(Zimmer-redirsct) 1154 





Q Did you hear any conversation between Sternebeck and 
the other members of your tank about the 20th of December? 
4 Yese 
Q Will you state to the Court what that was? 
4 Lt. Bberneteck said that in oase any resistance was offered 
us we should not show any consideration and break any resistance 
any way. 
To whom was he talking at that time? 


I think it was with Corporal Herentrey. 


Yes. 


Did anything wmusval occur in Wanne that afternoon? 


Q 
4 
Q Did you hear that conversation? 
A 
Q 
A 


I wouldn't know. 
Q Did Herentrey make any statement to you as to what had 
happened that afternoon with reference to civilians? 

No. 

Did you ever hear anything that happened to civilians 

towm thet afternoon? 

I couldn't say anything further. I only saw four civilians 

the church dead that afternoon. 

Are you sure you saw that there were four civilians dead 
in the church? 

Yess 

out what time of the day did you see them there? 

In the afternoon of the 21st. 

CAPT. BYRNE: No further questions. You may enquire. 

DEFENSES COUNSEL: The Defense doss not desire to 
interrogate the witness. 


PRES IDEN’ Any questions by the Court? Apparently note 


(Zimmer -re direct) 





The witness is excused. 
CAPT. BYRNE: One further question. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION (continued) 


QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION: (CAPT. BYRNE) 


Q Do you know who was the ranking officer of the Sixth Panzer Company 


in Wanne on that day? 
1st» Lt. Sternsbeck. 
That is all. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further. 
QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION: (CAPT. BYRNE) 
Q Who was the conmanding officer of the Sixth Panzer Compan y? 
A 1st. Lt. Junker. 
That is all. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Still nothing further. 
FRESTDENT: The witness is excused. 


(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the 
(court room. ) 


(Zimmer~-redirect) 





125,6/3,1sp 


IS ELOWITZ, called as a witness for 


prosecution resumed the stand and testified 
through an interpreter as follows: 


CAPT. BYRNE: You are reminded you 


still under oath, 


( 


you state your nar 


1@ prosecution recalls 


Tr. 





I did. 


In what manner was the statement obtained? 


He was first interrogated orally and subse- 


of remarks were dictated 
they were written by him. 

I hand the reporter an 
instrument and ie at it be marked P-87 for 
identification. 

document referred t 
No. P+87 for identif 
reporter, ) 


STTIO 


P-87 for identifi 


handwritir 





125,3sp Was the statement ¢iven voluntarily? 


It was. 


Q Was he confronted with any witnesses acainst 


previous to making this statement? 


Do you remember wio it was? 

I believe he was confronted with Hans 
Trettin. 

Would you be able 


») were to 


h4y 
° hin 





Prosecution ers evidence 
& true and correct English translation of Prosecution 
Exhibit P-87, requests that it be attached to the 


record and marked Prosecution Exhibit P-87 


COUNSEL: No objection on behalf of 


The exhibit offered 


admitted in evidence i marked 


(Whereupon the document referred to, 
in evidence as Prosecutt 


attached 





PFLUEGER, whom we had met on the way. In W. E 


Untersturmfuehrer HEURECK assumed command of the 
tanks of the 1st company, since he was the replace- 
ment officer of the lst Panzer Regiment, and had 
command of those which lagged behind. In WAM 
I was quartered together with my whole ta crew 

in a house The tank crew consisted of Unterschar- 
fuehrer RSIN, Sturmmann RAU, Sturmmann FIGURA, 
Unterscharfuehrer WOCH and myself. 


"About midafternoon of December 21 194 , Unter 
scharfuehrer BERSIN came to our quarters and satd 
to us that every male civilian was to be shot and 
gave the whole crew the order to go out, find the 
male civil jans, and carry out the order to shoot, 

H nted to me and said: "KOTZUR, you come with 

Unteract arfuehrer 2SIN and T went to the 

simnated n X on the attached 
ed the h e and a man approached 
tn his hand. Z 


ink 


aroun 


shot 





I shot myself. 


to +t lst Panzer 
Jetober 1944 


, an - wa he first 
it that I was asstene 


"During the time that I was 

the camp at EBENS in June 1945, 
fuehrer Daniel MAIER said to me that 
was then be 3 


pr 
Unterschar- 


ad for’ interrogat 
to speak wh i 


ion, 
-erscharfushrer 


Daniel 


ecasion, 


ericans, st 
for pepatrs rar 


re 


spent 
r€ only 


1 
pair 


formation 





1ereupon @ statement was read in terman.) 


WHET en NST q 
DEF COUNSEL: No cross examination. 
SSIDENT: Any questions by the Cougt? 


Apparently none. The witness is excused. 


(Whereupon the witness was excnsed and wit 


hdrew. ) 





CAPT. BYRNE: The Prosecution offers in evidence two picture affi- 
davits prepared by Georg Kotzur, identifying Hans Trettin and Valentin 
Bersin, and requests that they be attached to the record as Prosecution 
Exhibits P-87-B and P-87=C, respectively. 

LT. COL. DWINELL: No objection by the Defense, and it is agreeable 
to the Defense that the pioture affidavits be not read, and the Defense 
admits that the pictures attached to the affidavits are those of the 
acoused Trettin and Bersin,. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibits offered by the 
Proseoution will be admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecution 
Exhibits P-87-B and P-87-C. 


(Whereupon the documents referred to were marked and received in 


evidence as Prosecution Exhibits P=87=8 and P-87-C, respectively, and are 


attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 
CAPT. BYRNE: As its next witness, the Prosecution recalls Klaus 
Schneider. 
KLAUS SCHNEIDER, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, was 
again sworn and testified further through an interpreter as follows: 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Byrne): 
Q Will you state your name? 
A Schneider, Klaus, 
Q To whet organization did you belong during the Eifel offensive 
in December, 19));, and January, 19))5? 
A First Company, Panzer Regiment No. 1, Leibstandarte Adolf Hi 
Who was your company commander? 
lst Lt. Kremser. 
Who was your platoon leader? 
2nd Lt. Hennecke, 
Where were you on or about the 2lst of December, 19)? 


Near Wanne. 


(Schneider = Redirect) 





Were any other members of your company there present? 

Yes. 

Can you name them? 

The crew of 2nd Lt. Bahrent and the tank of Sgt. Bersin. 

Would you recognize Sgt. Bersin if you were to see him again? 

Yes. 

Will you look at the prisoners! dock on your left and see if 
he is there present? 

A Yes. 

Q What number is he wearing? 

A No. l. 

PRESIDENT: No. 1, stand up. -= Sit dom, 

Q Do you know who were the members of Bersin's crew who were 
there present at that time? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you name them? 

A Unterscharfuehrer Bersin, who was in charge; Pfc. Rau was the 
first gunner; Pfc. Figura was assistant gunner; Sgt. Woch was the driver; 
and Pfc, Kotzur was the radio operator. 

Q Would you recognize Sturmmann Kotzur if you were to see him 
agein? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you look at the prisoners' dock on your left and see if 


he is there present? 


Q During the time that you were in Wanne, do you recall that Sgt. 
Bersin ever came to your billets? 
A Yes. 


Did he talk to anyone there? 
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A Yes. 

Q Who was it? 

A He came to our place and called Sgt. Pflueger out in the hall. 
Q Then what happened? 

A Then Pflueger came back in and said, "Trettin, come along. We 
will have to go out and shoot Belgian civilians between sixteen and sixty 
years of age." 

Q Would you recognize Trettin if you saw him again? 

A Yes, 

Q Will you look at the prisoners' dock and see if he is there 
present? 

Yes. 


What number is he wearing? 


You may go up in the dock to see the number. 


A 

Q 

A I can't see the number, 
Q 

A 


No. 69. 
PRESIDENT: No. 69, stand up. == Sit down. 
Q After the statement that you have just mentioned Pflueger 
making, did Trettin and Tigges go out of the billet? 
A Yes. 
Q Do you know where they went? 
A They went toward the churoh. 
Q Did either of them return later? 
Yes. 
About how long were they gone? 
o more than ten minutes, 
Did you have any conversation with then when they returned? 
Yes, 
What wes it? 
Pflueger told about what had happened in church, 


What did he say about what happened in church? 
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A He said that Kotzur head shot at a Belgian civilian and that 
his pistol had a stoppage afterwards; that he had then ordered the Pfo. 
to shoot the Belgian civilians. 

Q Did he say anything else? 

A Yes. He cracked some jokes about Trettin because Trettin 


hesitated. 


Q Did he say what Trettin had hesitated to do? 


A Yes. He hesitated to shoot the Belgian civilian who had been 


wounded, 

Q Were you able to hear what Bersin and Pflueger said prior to 
the time that Trettin and Tigges left your billet? 

A No. 

Did you ever talk to Bersin after this incident? 

Yes. 

Where was that? 

In Zuffenhausen. 

Whet were you doing in Zuffenhausen? 

We had been in Zuffenhausen for four weeks already when Bersin 
arrived from Dachau, s0 I asked him what the reason for his confinement 
in Dachau had been and asked whether he had béen there for the matter of 
the crossroads near Engelsdorf or because of Wanne, and, in the presence 
of Trettin, he then told me that in case I was interrogated I shouldn't 
Say anything about Wanne because the Americans @pparently didn't know any- 
thing about thet yet. 

Q Do you remember when this conversation with Bersin took place? 
A It was about before I left buffenhausen, and I left 

December 7 of what year? 

Last year -~ 19)5. 

Q you talk to any of the other men you have identified here 
while you were at Zuffenhausen? 


A Yes, 
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Which of them? 


What convers&tion did you have with Kotzur? 


Q 
A Kotzur. 
Q 
A 


Kotzur told the same story whith I mentioned before -- that 
there was a stoppage in his pistol, and that thereupon Pflueger had 
issued the order to Trettin. 

Q Did you ever talk to Trettin while you were in Zuffenhausen? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you describe the conversation that you had with him with 
relation to this incident. 

A We talked the whole matter that had occurred over, and Trettin 


said that he shot fatally tne Belgian civilian whom Kotzur had shot 


Q Did he state where this had occurred? 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, have the witness repeat what he 
said about the shooting again, because there seems to be some discus 
sbout the correctness of the translation. 

A Bersin came to our place -= to our quarters -=- and he called 
Pfleuger out in the hall -« 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, we gon't want him to repeat the 
whole thing, but the matter of the stoppage of the pistol -- the "shoot- 
ing at," is what the question seems to be. We went him to repeat that 
particular part there so it can be translsted agein. The question seems 
to be whether, in the first place, the individual was shot at, of whether 


he was shot et and hit, if I get the matter here. May we have permission 


ECUTION: When Kotzur said that he shot, 


hit, or did he just shoot at the Belgian civilian? 
’ 
A To my knowledge he hit him. 


BYRNE: Will the reporter please read the last answer. 


> reporter read the last ar 
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Q Did he describe the place where he did this shooting? 
A I cen't remember that exactly. To my knowledge, it was either 
in the cemetery or the doorway to the church, or in church. 


Q Did you ever see any bodies of civilians who had been killed 
in Wanne? 


A No. 


Q You have previously testified that Trettin and Tigges were 


gone for about ten minutes and then returned to the billets. Is that 
correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Did your unit continue to remain in Wanne for any length of 
time thereafter? 

A Yes, until the day after Christmas. 

CAPT. BYRNE: You may examine. 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt. Wahler): 

Q All that you know about the Shooting is what you hawé heard. 
Ts that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q You didn't see any actual shootings. Is that right? 

A No. 

Q You saw no bodies in Wanne? 

A No. 

LT. WAHLER : That is 1. 


DEFENSE: Wo further cross examinations 


arently none. The witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 
@GAPT. BYRNE: The Prosecution recalls Mr. Elowitz. 
MORRIS ELOWITZ, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, testified 


further through an interpreter as follows; 
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Byrne): 


CAPT. BYRNE: The witness is reminded that he is still under oath. 


Q Will you state your name. 

A. Morris Elowitz. 

Q Are you the same Morris Elowitz who hes previously teetified 
in this trial? 

A Yes. 

Q During the course of your duties as interrogator at IP No. 2 
at Schwaebisch Hall, Germany, did you ever interrogate one Hans Trettin? 

A Yes. 

Q During the course of that interrogation, did he ever make a 
statement to you? 

A Yes, he did. 

Q Would you recognize that Hans Trettin if you were to see him 
egain? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you look at the prisoners! dock on ‘your left and see if 
he is there present? 

A He is. 

Q What number is he wearing? 

A 


CAPT. BYRNE: The Prosecution hands the reporter an instrument and 


requeste thet it be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-88 for Identification. 


document referred to was marked Prosecution Exhibit 
Noe P88 for Identification by the reporter. 
CAPT. BYRNE: I hand the witness Prosecution Exhibit No. 
Identification and ask if he knows what it is, 
A Yes. It is the statement of Hans Trettin. 


In whose handwriting is the statement? 


in the handwriting of Hans Trettin. 
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Who signed it? 

Hans Trettin. 

Is the statement sworn to? 

It is. 

Who took the oath? 

Major Fanton. 

Was that statement given voluntarily? 

Yes, 

Were any threats or promises made to secure the statement? 


No. 
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Was any cruel or inhuman treatment used to obtain that state- 


Noe 
Were any threats or promises made? 

A No. 

CAPT. BYRNE: The Prosecution offers in evidence Prosecution Exhibit 
No. P88 for Identification and requests that it be attached to the re~ 
cord and marked Prosecution Exhibit Wo. P-88. 

LT. COL. DWINELL: The Defense objects to the evidence on the 
grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. The exhibit offered by the 
Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecution 
Exhibit No. P-88. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked 
and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-86 
and is atteched hereto and made a pert of the record 


CAPT. BYRNE: The Prosecutior ffers in @vidence a true and correct 
English translation of Prosecution Exhibit No. P-88, and requests that 
be attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit Wo. P=O08@A. 

On behalf of the Defen is no objection. 


PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by the 
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Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecution 


Exhibit No. P-88=A. 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked and received in evi- 


dence as Prosecution Rxhibit No. P-88-A and is attached hereto and made 


@ part of the record.) 

CAPT. BYRNE: The Prosecution requests permission to read Exhibits 
P-88 and P-68-A. 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

(Whereupon Proseoution Exhibit No. P-88<A was read to the Court, as 


follows: ) 


"I, HANS TRETTIN, Sturmmann, heving been sworn in, make 
the following statement under oath: 


"In December 19]; I was a member of company 1, Panzer 
Regiment 1, LSSAH and wes assigned to the tank of Unter- 
scharfuehrer PFLUEGER as loader. My tank did not reach the 
first company during the EIFEL offensive in December 19h) 
because we hed motor trouble and did not come to the assembly 
place. 

N 

“We drove in the direction of the front in the hope of 
catching up with the first company, and arrived in the vil- 
lage of WANNE on December 21, 19), arcund noon. At this time 
the crew of the tank and the tank of Unterscharfvehrer BERSIN 
were also in WANNE. Both crews were placed under Untersturm= 
fuehrer HEUBECK, who, as replacement officer of the first 
regiment, exercised command over stragglers. 


"About one or two hours after our crew had been quer- 
tered Unterscharfuehrer VALENTIN BERSIN ceme to us in our 
quarters and spoke with Unterscharfuehrer PFLUEGER and said 
the following, that Untersturmfvehrer HEUBECK had found parts 
of German uniforms in’a closet, end thet therefore he had 
sent him here to'get the losder and gunner to take him along 
to round up all male Belgian civilians of 16 and over, and 
to shoot them. Unterscharfuehrer BERSIN then left with 
Unterscharfuehrer TIGGES, who was a member of my tank crew. 
Unterscharfuehrer TI asked me to fetch the machine pis- 
tol from the tank for him. I fetched the machine pistol to 
bring it to Unterscharfuehrer TIGGES. At a point on the 

. te the entrance to the churchyard I saw 

IN'sS crew with a civilian, and 
r in his hand. Unterscharfuehrer 

and Unterscharfuehrer TIGGES were not far from this nt, 
and I hastened to catch up with them to give the machine 
pistol to Unterscherfuehrer TIGGES. I then gave the machine 
pistol to Unterscharfuehrer TIGGES, and wanted to go on with 
them, but Upterscharfuehrer BERSIN said to me, *You go up to 
KOTZUR and shoot the civilian. I shall send other civilians, 
you shoot them too.' I came back to KOTZUR, who at this time 
was standing near the bushes with the civilian, at the seme 
place where he had been when I passed him. KOTZUR tried his 
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pistol, as it was jammed, and said to me, 'Shoot the man, 
my pistol is jammed.' I came tp to within 2 or 3 meters 
of the man and shot him in the neck. The man fell to the 
ground and I shot him again in the head. He lay still, and 
appeered dead. 


"I went back into the street and saw Unterscharfuehrer 
BERSIN going into a house about 50 meters away. A few min- 
utes later I sew a man come out of the same house and come 
in my direction. I led this civilian to the same plece near 
the bushes and shot him in the neck. Then he fell to the 
ground and still moved. I then sHot him-again, in the head. 
After that he was quiet, and I could have seen it since the 
bushes were only 2 meters from the street. When the latter 
civilian came up the street, I ssid to KOTZUR, 'You shoot 
the second one. I shot the first one and do not want to do 
this elone.' KOTZUR then said, 'My pistol is not working 
yet, you shoot him,' therefore I shot the second civilian. 


"at thet moment we heard shouting that 'Shermens'were 
coming and everybody went to their tanks. This wes the first 
engagement that I took part in. I was afraid. I did not 
want to shoot any civilians but was forced to do that by my 


superiors. 


"I meke this confession, consisting of ) pages and one 
sketch voluntarily, without being threatened, forced, or 
promised a reward. 


HANS TRETTIN 
Januery 31, 19,6. 


"Sworn to and subscribed before me this 3lst day of 
Jenuery 1945, at SCHWAMBISCH FALL, GERMANY. 4 


DWIGHT F, FANTON 
Major AMC 
Investigator-Examiner, 
War Crimes Branch USFET" 
(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit No. P=88 was read in German by the 
interpreter.) 


Court will recess unt 


ourt recessed at 





AFTERNOON SESSIO 


urt rec 





S8-C; are attached to the record « wade a pant hereof, ) 


MORRIS ELOWITZ, called as a wit s foy the prosecution, resumed 


the stand and testisied further through an interpretor, as follows: 
% DIRECT EXAMINATION 


JAPTAIN BYRNE 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION sath aan 
The witness is reminded that he is still under oath, 
Yes, sir, 
Mr. Elowitz, during your inter 
A Yes, 


During the course 


statement? 


Vill you look at the prisoners! dock on your left and see if 
that man is there present? 
A Yes. He is wearing No. l. 
CAPTAIN BYRNE: The Prosecution hanas the reporter an instrument 
and requests that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-89 for identification, 


(Whereupon the document referred to was marked 





5=<\DH=1 


Yes. 


Whose signature is it? 


trdatment u 








ether to Usehz 


Li 


ive onder 
+ 


order shoot 


ind reported that e 


ever 


had 


oke abou 


evening I searched for Ustf HEUBECK and 
of the streets, the exact location I can't 
ny longer, I reported to him "Order executed} the 
Belgian civilians have been shov." Ustf HEUBECK answered 
"All right." 
"I reported this to Ustf HEUBECK because I had heard 
the German soldiers talk about the fact that two Belgian 
male civilians had been shot as I described : 


shootings be- 
i t or 














Q 


Were you still in the cellar when the two Germn 


Soldiers came te tne house? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Q 


I was in the cellar, but my husband was note 
Where was your husband? 

On the top of the stairs, 

Was he carrying mything with him? 

Yese 

What was it? 

Two capSe 

What kind of caps were they? 

They were caps as worn by foresters. 

Where had he brought those caps from? 

From the cellars 

Do you know why he was bringing them from the cellar? 
To hang them up on the hatracke 


Before these two German soldiers you have mentioned 


came to your home had there been any German soldiers in your 


home on that same day? 


Yes, there were some in the houses 


Had any of them been in any of the other homes in your 


Yese 


Do you know whether or not any of them talked to your 


Nos 


After the two German soldiers met Your husband at the 


top of the stairs, do you know where they went? 


A 


Q 
A 


Yes, they left the house@e 
Did you see where they wnt? 
Yes, they went towards the church, 


Could you see them after they were outside the house? 
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Yese 

How far could you see them go? 

About 50 mters. 

Have you seen your husband since that time? 
No. 

Do you know what happened to your husband? 
Yese 

What was it? 

He wes shote 

How do you know he was shot, Mrse Hemroulle? 
I heard the shots and my husband did not returne 


Did anyone from Wanne ever tell you they had seen 
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Yess 

Who was that? 

His secretarye 

Do you lmow his name? 

Yes. 

What is it? 

Edmund Engelbert. 

Did he tell you where he had seen your husband's body? 


Yese 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
4 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Where was that? 


> 


Infront of the church. 
CAPTAIN BYRNE: You may cross examines 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dre Hertkorn)¢ 
Q Did you see those caps which your husband was carrying 
in his mnd? 


A Yes 
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Did these caps have a stiff bill? 


Yess 


Was there any insignia on those caps? 


Yess 
What was the color of those caps? 
Khaki 
Q You have stated that you were in the cellar and that 
the whole house was full. What was the house full of? 
A It was full of German soldiersse 
Q You stated that your husband got those caps from the 
cellar and wanted to hang them ups Where did he want to hang 
them up? 
A On the hat stand, 
Q Why was it that your husband wanted to take those 
caps from the cellar and hang them on the hat stand? 
A So that he would not seem to be hiding them 
Q Was there any shooting in the village of Wanne 
before the soldiers arrived? 
A No, not that I remembers 
Q Wasn't there any firing over the tom of Wanne? 
I couldn't say. I lefte 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY FOSECUTION (Captain Byrne): 
Q Mrs. Hemrowlle, how old was your husband at the time 
this happened? 
He was 59 years olds 
CAPTAIN BYRNE: Wo further questions, 
DEFENSE: Nothing furthere 
PRESIDENT: The witness is excusede 


(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew) 
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CAPTAIN BYRNE: Prosecution calls as its next witness, 
Mrs. Iouis Milberse 
Mrs. IOUIS MILBERS, called as a witness for the Prosecution 
was sworn and testified as follows; 
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German cousel and the accused, ) 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Byrne 
Q Will you state your name? 
Marianne Milberss 


What is your occupation? 


Where do you live? 


A 
Q 
A Tailors 
Q 
A 


At Trois Ponts. 

In what country is that? 

In Belgium 

Have you always resided in Trois Ponts? 

No, sir, 

Where did you live before you lived in Trois Ponts? 
In Wanne, 
Is that in Belgium? 


Yes, it ise 


Did you live in Wanne, Belgium on the 20th of December 


Y65e 

What troops were occupying Wanne 
+ “vy 6 

The Germanse 


De you remember when the German troops first came to 


Where they came from the first time? I do not quite 


understand the question, 
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The question was: Do you know when they first came 


The 18th of December 19h 
What kind of vehicles did they have in Wanne? 
They went in with tanks, 

Q Calling your attention to the afternoon of December 
20, 194, were you in your home? 

A Yes, I wane 

Q Did anything unusual happen on that afternoon? 

A Yese 

Q Will you tell the court what it was, 

A At 1:00 otclock in the afternoon my husband told 
me, 'I think they have shot Emile Hemroulle. I have just 
seen him go dowm with a German. I have not seen him again and 
I have heard the report of a mchine pistol.! 

Q Did your husband see where Emile had gone with the 
soldier? 

He had gone into the street of the church. 


Can you describe the church and its immediate surround~ 


I cane 
Will you describe the building. 
A The church is located in the middle of the village 
18 meters from my house -- away from my houses I could see the 
entrance of the shurch very wells 
Q Is there a wall around the church? 
Yes, there ise 
Q What if mything is located between the wall and the 
church? 
A Between the wall and the cdiurch there is the cemeterye 
Q You have stated that you could see the entrance into 


the church from your home, is that right? 
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Yea. 


A 
Q Would that also be the entrance to the cemetery? 
A 


Yese 

Q After this conversation with your husband that you 
have just described, tell the court what happened thene 

A I looked out of the window and I saw Leon Hemroulle 
go down with a Germans 

Q Did you see where they went? 

A Yes, they went into the alee du presbyterie ~ courtyard 
of the priest's houses 

CAPTAIN BYRNE: I will qualify it with the witness. Is the 
alee du presbyterie the name of a street? 

A No, it is the entrance of the priest's houses 

Q After he went into the entrance of the priest's house, 
then what happened? 

A A German came to get my husband. 

Q cing back to the entrance to the priest's house, do 
you mean a door immediately off the street or an entrance to a 
yard? 

A It is the entrance to a gardene 

Q Then, when you say that you saw Leon Hemroulle go into 
this entrance way, you mean he went into the garden, is that 
correct? 

A Yes, in that gardens 


Q After the German soldier came for your husbend, what 


in the priest's housee 
} Gould you see him after te entered the courtyard? 
A No, I couldn't. There were trees around the gardens 
Did you hear anything after they entered the garden? 


I heard the fire of a machine pistol. 
p 
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Q 


Have you seen yeur husband since he went into the garden 


in front of the priestts house on 20 December? 


4 
Q 
A 


Noy I did note 
De you:lmow what happened to hin? 
What happened to him? The next day I went to the place, 


I saw his blood and I took back his cap, therefore it is that 


he must be deads 


Q 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Do you know anyones at Wanno who saw his body? 
Yes, Mre Engelbert. 

Do you know Mr. Engelbertts occupation? 
Communal secretary, 

Do you know where your husband is buried? 
YeSe 


Where is that? 


In a tomb in Wanne. 
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CAPT, BYRNE: You may cross-examine, 
COLONEI EVERETT: ‘The defense does not desire to cross- 
examine the witness, 


CAPT, BYRNE: May it please the Court, one further ques— 


Q When you described your husband going into the courtyard 
of the priest's house, who went with him? 

A To transport my husband? I don't quite understand you. 

Q After your husband first left the house » Who went with 

and did they go with him into the courtyard? 

A Yes, he went with him, 

Q Who went with him? 

A A German, 

Did you see the German go into the courtyard? 

Yes, I saw him go into the courtyard with my husband, 

Was that before or after you heard the shots? 

I saw him go in before. 

CAPT, BYRNE: That is all, 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? There appear to 
“be none, The witness is excused, 

CAPT, BYRNE: I hand the reporter an instrument and re- 
quest that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit No. P-90 for identifica- 
tion. The Prosecution offers in evidence the sworn question and 
answer statement of Reverend Joseph Brecht, a Belgian Pastor of Robert- 
ville, Belgium, and requests that it be admitted im evidence and marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-90, 

LT, COL, DWINELL: The defense objects to the admission 
of that statement on the ground that it is a violation of the best 
evidence rule. The defense is deprived of the right to cross-examine 


the witness, and it should be shown what efforts were made on the part 
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of the Prosecution to obtain the personal appearance of the witness. 


CAPT, BYRNE: May it please the Court - just a moment - do 
you want me to take the stand? 

LAW MEMBER: Did you take it? 

CAPT. BYRNE: Yes, sir. 

LT, COL, ELLIS: If the Court please, we would be pleased 
to put Captain Byrne on the stand, if you so desire. 

LT, COL. DWINEIL: This statement on the record will be 
acceptable to the defense, 

CAPT, BYRNE: May it please the Court, at the time this 
trial was originally contemplated this witness was willing to attend 
the trial and made arrangements to secure a replacement pastor to 
take care of his parish during his absence. It became necessary to 
delay the appearance of the Belgian witnesses by a matter of almost 
a month and he is at present unable to attend the trial and has refused 
to come. 

LAW MEMBER: The Prosecution has no jurisdiction over the 
Belgian by which he can compel him to appear to testify. The state- 
ment will be admitted in evidence for whatever probative value it 
may have. The Court will take notice of the fact that the witness 
is not present and there was not ample opportunity to cross-examine 
him on the matter set forth in the statement. The objection is over- 
ruled. 

PRESIDENT: The exhibit by the Prosecution admitted in 
evidence will be marked Exhibit p-90, 

CAPT, BYRNE: The Prosecution requests permission te read 
Exhibit P-90, 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit No, P-90 was read to the 


Court, as follows: ) 





"Testimony of Reverend Joseph Brecht, a Belgian Pastor of 
Robertville, Belgium, taken at his residence on February 13th, 
1946, at Robertville, Belgium, 


Before me, ROBERT E. BYRNE, lst Lt., JAGD, 01826233, 
Investigator-Examiner, War Crimes Branch, U. S. Army, being duly 
authorized to administer oaths, appeared Rev. Joseph BRECHT, of 
Robertville, Belgium, who was examined as follows: 


RAY D, BISTLINE, Civilian, appeared before me as Reporter 
and was sworn in the following form: 


Q You swear that you will faithfully perform the duties 
of Reporter in this investigation now being conducted by 
ms, So Help You God? 


Reporter: I. do. 


WARNER M, WOLFE, Private First Class, 42083896, appeared 
before me as an interpreter, and was sworn and questioned by me 
as follows: 


Q You swear that you will truly interpret in this investiga- 
tion now being conducted by me, and will truly testify as 
to your qualifications as an interpreter, So Help You God? 


Interpreter: I do. 
State your present status. 


Interpreter; I ama Private First Class in the U. S. Army, 
assigned to War Crimes Branch, United states Army, APO 633. 


State your qualifications as an interpreter. 


Interpreter: I know, speak, understand, translate and interpret 
German and English, as well as French. This knowledge re- 
sults from my past experience in life, which is as follows; 


I was born in Sobernheim, Germany, 26 March 1921, and con- 
tinued to live there until 1935. During these fourteen years 
German was my native tongue and was spoken in my home, by 

my friends, and in school, I attended high school and studied 
English for two years. In September, 1935, I went to Switzer- 
land where I studied for two years as a student, majoring in 
the English and French languages. In January, 1939, I 

went to Franch where I remained until July, 1941. In August, 
1941, I went to the United States where I took residence at 
Vineland, New Jersey. I have lived in the United States, or 
have been in the United States Army, ever since. I graduated 
from Military Intelligence in April, 1945, and Was assigned to 
ar Crimes Branch as an interpreter in July, 1945. I am 
fully qualified to translate German and French into English, 
and English into German and French, 


THE RE ND JOSEPH BRECHT, appeared before me as a witness, 
and his. testimony was received by me through said interpreter after 
said witness had been sworn by me under authority of Article of 
War 114 (Section 1586, Title 10, United States Code), as follows: 





You swear that the evidence you shall give in this investiga- 
tion being conducted by me shall. be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, So Help You God? 

I do. 


What is your full name? 
BRECHT, Joseph. 


What is your occupation? 
Pastor of the Church of st. Joseph, at Robertville. 


How long have you lived at Robertville? 
Since the 13th of August, 1934, but in December of 1944 I 
was living in Wanne because I was being pursued by the Gestapo. 


Were you at your home in Wanne on the 20th of December, 19447 
Yes. I had lived in Wanns, since the 20th of September, 1940. 


On the 20th of December, 1944, did you have occasion to see 
men of your village executed there by the Germans? 
Yes. 


Where were you when you saw this execution? 
In my office, at the window. 


How many men did you see executed there? 
Three, 


Can you give me the names of those men? 
Yes; they were my neighbors. 


What were their names? 
Emile Hemroulle; Leon Hemroulle and Louis Milbers. 


Which one of these men was shot first? 
Emile Hemroulle, 


Where was he shot? 
At the entrance to the cemetery, between the gate and the 
church, a little bit to the left of the path. 


Who was the second man shot? 
Louis Milbers was the second. 


And where was he shot? 
In my courtyard. 


Do you know whether the same man shot both maile Hemroulle 
and Louis Milbers? 
Yes, the same man. 


Was this also the same man who shot Leon Hemroulle? 
Yes, 


Do you know whether there was another German soldier who 
brought Louis Milbers down the street from his home just 
before he was shot? 
Tnat I do not know, 





Were Louis Milbers and Leon Hemroulle executed at exactly 
the same time, or was there some time between the shooting 
of each of them? 


No; it was at the same time, 


You have previously told me that Louis Milbers was shot second 
and Leon Hemroulle was the lest one shot. How do you make 
that distinction? 

They were actually shot at the same time, one falling to the 
right and the other to the left of the passageway from the 
street to my door, 


Were there any German soldiers in your house on that day? 
Yes, 


Were any of them there at the time of the shooting? 
Yes; they were eating in the kitchen. 


Did you have any conversation with them at this time? 
Two or three words, 


Did you ask them any questions about the shooting? 

No. When the shooting began, my sister went into the kitchen 
to ask the soldiers who were eating there to stop their com- 
rades from shooting into the hallway, which she thought they 
were doing. As soon as she told them of the shooting they 
left hurriedly by the back door, and we never saw them again. 


At the time of the shooting do you know about how many tanks 
there were in the village? 
Three or four at the most, 


Do you know where they were located in the village? 
There were so many tanks in our. village during these days that 
I would not be able to give the exact location of the tanks at 
that particular time, but I am sure about the location of the 
one tank, which was standing in my om courtyard. 


“Do you remember whether or not there was a tank parked on 

the right side of the road leading toward Trois Ponts just 

beyord the house of Emile Hemroulle? 

Yes, now I remember, When the shooting had stopped I wanted 

to see what had happened to the men who had been shot at, 

but I was afraid that if I went on the street they would start 

firing at me. Therefore, I went up to the gable where I 

ee see through a small window in the direction of the conte 
f the village, and at that ¢ 6 2 nt I saw a ve 

ae slowly moving away past t use of Emile Hemroulle in 

the direction of Trois Ponts. 


Immediately after the shooting did you hear any orders given 
by the Germans regarding leaving town, or anything similar to 
that? 

Yes, there was something like an alarm given, 


Could you hear anything that was said at that time? 
No, They were presumably military orders, 





What did the Germans do immediately after this alarm was 
given? 

After the alarm, the men immediately hurriedly ran towards 
the center of the village, and I saw them leaving in the 
direction of Trois Ponts, 


Where does the road go that runs north out of Wanne? 
It leads toward Stavelot. 


Would you be able to recognize the man who shot these three 
men you have described, if you were to see them again? 

It would be very difficult, as there were many of these thin 
looking youngsters around. Maybe my sister could recognize 
him, I remember that my sister said she would be able to 
recognize thot dog if she saw him again, but I don't know 
whether she could or not, 


About how old did he appear to be? 
They were dirty and unshaven, but I would judge he would be 
around in his twenties, 


Did you ever hear the name Kotzur mentioned around Wanne? 
No; never, 


Did you ever hear the name "Bersin?" 
No; no nam, 


Did you ever hear the name of any of the German soldiers who 
were there mentioned? 
No. 


Do you know the designation of the unit which was present 
in Wanne that day? 
They were SS, That is all TI know, 


After these three men you have described were shot, in the 
cemetery and in your yard, were you able to see the bodies 
sufficiently well to certify that they were dead? 

Yes; after I had looked through the window and had seen that 
no Germans were around any longer, I went down and looked over 
the bodies at very close range to convince myself that they 
were dead, 


Where were these three men buried?- 
In the cemetery of Wanne, at the end of February. 


After the men were shot whom you saw, were they buried 
immediately? 


No 


Where were the bodies removed to from your yard? 
To the vestry of the Church, 


How long did they remain there? 
That I don't know, because I left the following day. 


Did you ever see these bodies again before they were buried? 
Yes; I saw them again in the middle of February when I 
returned to Wanne. I saw them in coffins in the Sacristy 
of the Church. 


Were you able to recognize these bodies at that time in 
February? : ‘ 
No; I could not recognize the bodies because they were in 
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closed coffins. 


Did anyone tell you whose ‘bodies were in these coffins? 
Yes; those of the village who put the bodies in the coffins, 


How many bodies were in the Sacristy in the middle of 
February when you returned? i 

There were four bodies, those of Emile Hemroulle, Leon 
Hemroulle, Louis Milbers and Emil Counet. 


Were you present when the bodies of these four men were found 
in the woods near Aisomont on the road to Trois Ponts? 

No. I had not come back to Wane at the time the corpses 
were found. I was on the other side of the Meuse, and it 
was still an active theater, and the Americans would not let 
anyone return to the vicinity of Wanne. 


Do you know the name of the Priest who was present when 
these bodies were found in the woods? 
Jean BAHIM, a Seminarian, 


Do you know where he lives now? 
In the vicarage at Aiwaylle. 


About how many German soldiers would you estimate were 
present in Wanne at the time of this killing? 

We didn't dare to go out to see how many there were in town, 
but I judge approximately thirty. 


Did you ever know the names of the two soldiers who were 
eating in your kitchen at the time this shooting went on? 
No. 


What kind of a weapon did the German use when he shot these 
men? 
A submachine gun. 


Did you ever examine the bodies to know where the shots struck 
these men? 
The two in the courtyard, in the mouth, 


Were they shot from the back or from the front, - or could 
you see? 

It seems to me it was from the front, but I would not be 
able to confirm it. 


Could you see them clearly at the time of the shooting? 
I saw them falling. 


About how far away from them were you at this time? 
Twice the: length of this room, 


About forty feet. Which»way did they fall? Did they 

fall on their faces, or did they fall on their backs? 
They fell forward with their faces turned slightly to one 
side, and with one arm under the head, Emile Hemroulle 
fell flat on his stomach vith both hands stretched above 
his head, JI did not see him fall, but I saw him later. I 
could see him when he was running in a crouched position, 
but I could not see him falling, - it was too far away. 


Did you ever see a second man come into your courtyard, a 
few minutes after these two men were first shet, and fire 
additional shots into their bodies to make sure that they 
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were dead? 
No; I do not remember that. 


Did you remain at the window very long after they were 
shot? 

Maybe two or three minutes, and then I went upstairs to 
look over the village, 


Could you see your yard from the upstairs window? 
Yes, surely. 


Where was the soldier who shot the two men in your court- 
yard standing with reference to the two civilians? Was he 
in front of them or behind them? 

As they came towards my window, the German was behind them. 


You have said that there was a tank in your courtyard. Were 
there any German soldiers near the tank, or on the tank at 
the time these two men were shot? 

Yes. 


How many? 
Two or three. They were standing on the tank, working on 
it. 

. 
Could they see the execution in your courtyard? 
Surely, because they were very close on the tank, - about 
five meters distant. 


Do you know what kind of a tank it was? 
A very large tank, I never saw an American tank that large, 
and the gun barrel was especially long. 


Was there a muzzle-brake on this gun? 
It was a long thin barrel, but I don't remember if it had 
@ muzzle-brake. 


/s/ Joseph Brecht. 
JOSEPH BRECHT, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of February 
1946 at Robertville, Belgium. 


/s/ Robert E. Byrne 
BYRNE, 

Lt. JAGD 01826233 

i or-Examiner, 
s Branch, U.S. Army, 


TARNER M. WOLFE, having been first duly sworn, deposes 
and says that: JI acted as Interpreter in the questioning of this 
witness; that I truly translated all questions into French and all 
answers into English; that I truly translated the above record 
of witness' testimony to the witness in French before he signed it; 
and that the witness thereupon signed said testimony in my 
presence, 


/s/ Warner u. Wolfe 
WARNER M. WOLFE 


Interpreter. 
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“Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of 
February, 1946, at Robertville, Belgium, 


/s/ Robert E. Byrne, 
ROBERT E, BYRNE, 
lst. Lt. JAGD 01826233 
Investigator-Examiner, 
War Crimes Branch, U.S. Army, 
APO 633." 


(Whereupon:the statement was read in German by the interpreter). 


PRESIDENT: Court will recess until 1525 hours. 


(Whereupon the Court recessed at 1455 hours.) 





(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1530 hours.) 

PRESIDENT: ‘The Court will come to order, 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show 
that all members of the Court, all members of the Prosecution, all 


members of the Defense are present with the exception of Mr. Strong, 


Dr, Leiling and Dr, Pfister who are absent on business of the Defense, 


all of the defendants, the Reporter are present, 

PROSECUTION: (Capt BYRNE) The Prosecution will call as 
ites next witness, Edmond Inglebert,. 

EDMOND ENGLEBERT, a» witness for the Prosecution, was duly 
sworn and testified through an interpreter as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS By PROSECUTION: (Capt BYRNE) 

Would you state your name? 

Edmond Englebert. 

Where do you live? 

At Wanne, 

What country is Wanne in? 

In Belgium, 

What is your occupation? 

I am the commmnal secretary. 

How long have you lived in Wanne? 

Since I was born, that is, for 57 years. 

Were you living in Wanne on the 20th of December, 19hut 

Yes. 

Calling your attention to the afternoon of 2 

4 anything unuszal happen in the village of Wi 
Yes. 
Will you tell the Court what it was? 


The murder of five Belgian civilians, 


zh 
(Engledert-direct) 
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#130 What troops were occupying Wanne on the 20th of December, 


3-08 ighyr 
German troops. 
Do you know the names of the persons who were killed? 
Yes. 
Would you state their names? 
Leon Hemoroull, Zmile Hemorovll, Louis Milbers, Emile 
Theophil Maiachal, 
Do you know where these people were killed? 
Yes. 
Where was it? 

A Leon Hemoroull and Louis Milbers were killed in the alley 
that leads to the priest's house, that is, in the courtyard of the 
priest's house, Emile Hemoroull was killed in the courtyard of the 
church, mile Couat in the path near his house. Maiachal in an 
outhouse which was near his sister's house, 

Q Did you see these people killed? 

No. 

Did you ever see their bodies after they died? 

I saw three bodies, 

Was that on the 20th of December? 

On the 20th. 

Do you know what disposition was made of the bodies? 


Three bodies which I picked up I carried them to the 


Which three were those? 
Leon Hemorovll, Bmile Hemoroull and Louis Milbers, 
Did you examine their injuries? 
They were wounded in the face, 
Q After you transported these bodies to the church were 
they buried immediately? 


(Bnglebert-direct) 





Mo. 
Do you know when they were buried? 
On the 10th of February. 
How long did the bodies remain in the church? 
I do not kmow, 
Q Did you ever see the bodies after you transported them 
to the church and before they were buried? 
A Yes, four, 
Q Where did you see those bodies? 


A In a small wood between Wanne and Trois Ponts. 


Q Calling your attention to Prosecution's Exhibit 3, the 


map on the wall, can you point out the place where those bodies 


were found? 
A Yes, 
Q Will you come to the map and point it out, please? 
(Witness complies with request.) 

Q Is that the placé you saw them? 

A Yes, 

PROSECUTION (Capt Byrne) Let the record show that the witness 
indicates a point og the road from Aisomont to Trois Ponts, 
approximately a half a kilometer from Aisomont, Is that agreeable 
to the defense? 

Q You have indicated that four bodies were found at this 
point. Do you know the name of the fourth whom you have not 
previously described? 

A Haile Counet. 

Q Were any other persons killed in Wanne on the 20th of 
December other than these foilrsbodies you have found? 

A Theophil Maiachal, 

Q Do you know what became of his body? 

A Yes, 


(Englebdert-direct) 





Q What was it? 
A His sister had laid him out in her house and a fire 
consumed both her house and the body, 
Q Were any other Belgian citizens killed at about this 
same time? 
A On the following day, on the 21st, 
4nd do you know the name of that pefwon? 
Francois Oounet, 
Did you ever see his body? 
Yes. 
Where was that? 
About 500 meters from the village of Wanne. 
Was it a longer road? 
In a small peth near the road, 
Where does the main road go? 
From Wanns to Trois Ponte. 
Do you remember when this body was found? 
Yes. 


When was that? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
a 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


On the 9th of February. 
Q Yas that the same time the other four bodies you have 
described were found? 
A No. 
Q When were the other four found? 
A On the 20th of January. 
Q Were you able to positively identify these t 
you found them? 
A Tes, 


Capt. BYRNE: You may cross examine, 


(Mglebertdirect) 





CROSS MXAMINATION 

(Lt Col DWINELL) 

Q° I bdélieve you said there were German troops in the village. 
Yor how long a time had they been there? 

A The troops, the German troops? 
Yes, the German troops, 
Between the 18th of December and the 7th of January. 
Did you see them often on the roads of the village? 
Yes. 
Did you ever see them search any civilians? 
No. 


Didwyou evgr see them interrogate any civilians? 


Q 
Ne 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


No. ‘ 

Q Did you ever see them search any homes of the civilians 
in’ your village? 

A No. 

Q Now, you said there were five men murdered in the village. 
How long had you mown these men? 

A For 57 years. 

Q That is, you knew all five of them for 57 years, is that 
right? 

A Yes, that is, I have always known them, 

Q How old was each one of them? 

A Emile Hemoroull was born in 1885, TEmile Couat in 1821, 
Louis Milbers in 1897. Leon Hemoroull in 1891, Theophil Maiachal 
in 1870, 

When did you Jast see them alive? 
“On the 20Mirof December, 
And how were they dressed? 


Civilian clothes, 


(Mgledert-cross) 





Q What was the color of the clothing? 


a (By Interpreter) The witness interjects -—- Enile 


Hemoroull, I did not see him on the 20th, I saw him on the 18th. 

Q What was the color of the clothing he had on ohethe 18th? 

a Emile Hemoroull was wearing the khaki clothing of a 
forester, 

Q Do you know whether the German troops had ever searched 
their homes? 

A Obviously, because there were troops in every house, 

Q Did any one of the German soldiers tell you that they 
were searching for a radio station? 

A Not to me, 

Q Did you hear about that at all from anyone? 

A Yo, 

Q Do you know whether the civilians in the village were 
operating a radio station? 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, we object to that question 
as beimg irrelevant and immaterial and having no bearing on the 
issues in this case. 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled, 
INTERPRETER: May I ask for a repetition of that question? 
(Whereupon last question of Defense read by reporter.) 

A No. 

(Lt Col DWINELL) 


ei 


g Referring to the five men that you say were murdered, 
did you ever at any time see them carry arms? 

A No, none of those, 

Q Do you know whether any of them had arms in their homes 
or houses? 

A Fmile Hemoroull, in his capacity as forester, had the 
right to have an arm in his house, But I do not know whether he 


had one. 
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What about the other four men? 
A ‘They surely didn't have any. 
Q Do you know whether any of these five men were members 
of the resistance movement? 
A They —— 


PROSECUTION: May it please the Court, Prosecution 


objects to that question as being incompetent and immaterial. 


LT. COL. DWINELL: It goes to ths question why they were 
shot. 
PRESIDENT: Objection overruled, 
THE WITNESS: No. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: No further questions. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. PYRNE) 
Q You have testified that you transported three of the 
bodies you found to the church, is that right? 
A Yes. 
Q And that you saw wounds on their bodies? 
A In their faces, yes. 
Q Could you tell from that examination what had caused 
those wounds? 
A A shot by a sub-machine gun, a machine pistol, 


in the same manner? 


Q Had all of them been wounded 


lirect examination 
cross examinations 
In the event that counsel brings out new 


matters on redirect examination you still have the privilege of 


(Englebert-redirect) 





THE WITNESS: Yes, 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. BYRNE) 

Q And the other two that you saw later on, did you examine 
their wounds when you found them in January and February? 

A Those I found in January were those that had been shot on 
the 20th of December, is it not? The one I found on the 9th of 
February was the one that had been killed on the 21st of Decembar. 

Q Did you examine the wounds at that time? 

In January and February? 


Yese 


What had caused their wounds? 
A sub-machine gun, a machine pistol. 


That is all. 


4A 
Q 
A It was still possible to see ite 
Q 
A 
Q 


RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:(LT. COL. DWINELL) 
Q How do you know that this man was killed by a sub- 
machine gun? 
A I heard two shots. My attention was, drawn to the noise 
which was that of a sub-machine gun or machine pistol. 
CAPT, BYRNE: I think there was an error in the translation. 
Was that not "bursts" he said instead of "shots"? 
THE INTERPRETER: He said it was twice, two intervals. 
THE WITNESS: I then saw a soldier that came to the 
o get Louis Milbers from his houses 
LAW MEMBER: Will you read the latter part of that 
answer again so that it can be translated, 
(Answer read by the reporter.) 


LT. COL. DWINELL: No further questions. 


(Englebert-recross ) 





PROSECUTION: I do not believe that the witness has 
finished answering the question. Why not let the witness finish 
his answer? 

THE WITNESS: Then the soldier made a signal to Louis 
Milbers to get him to move forward, A little later I heard the 
same noise, 

LAW MEMBER: I think the record should show that the 
witness indicated swift sounds. 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:(DR. RAU) 
Q Witness, if I remember correctly, Leon Hemoroulle and 
Louis Milbers were murdered in the yard of the priest's house? 

Yes, 

Emile Hemoroulle in the churchyard? 

Yes. 

Francois Counet in the vicinity of his house? 

Yes. 

Theophil Counet in the vicinity of his sister's house? 


Yes. 


Q But you have found four corpses of these mrdered people 


in Jamary quite some distance outside of Wanne? 
A Yese 
How do you account for that? 
I don't have any explanation for it and thus ! don't know 
Did you find at the same place where you 
corpses also corpses of German soldiers? 
A Noe 
Q Didn't the Germans leave Wanne already on the 26th of 
December? 


A We had German troops until the 7th of January, 


(Englebert-recross ) 





German tanks as well? 

Yes, 

Was Wanne and its vicinity subjected to artillery fire? 
Yes. But after the 25th of Decembere 


What about air attacks? Did air attachs take place? 


Yes, but not mche 
Were there any radio amateurs living in Wanne? 
No, nobody, 


on fr BF BD FP BD Ff Of 


In your capacity as Commnal Secretary, you are quite 
certain as to that? 

A Yes, 

Q Were American soldiers hidden in Wanne? 

Nos 

DR. RAU: That is all. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further by the Defense. 

CAPT. BYRNE: No further redirect. 

LAW MEMBER: The Court has a question. When you were 
indicating the sound of the gun which you heard were you trying to 
indicate the sound of a machine gun? 

THE WITNESS: No, Of a sub=machine gun, a small machine gun, 

PRESIDENT: Anything further by the Court? Apparently not. 
The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 

PROSECUTION: If it please the Court, Prosecution requests 
permission to recall Mr. Morri lear up a matter t 
was covered on cross examination during the first session this 
morning « 

MORRIS ELOWLTZ walled as a witness for the Prosecution, 


having been previously sworn. testified further as follows: 


(Elowitz-redirect ) 





REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 

Q Mr. Elowitz, you are reminded you are still under oath, 
This morning when you were cross examined with respect to Sternebeck's 
statement, Prosecution Exhibit P-6, in answer to the question which 
in substance was, "Did Sternebeck say that he did not remember his 
conversation with Tonk about the fruit Tonk had brought him and Tonk's 


subsequent admission that he had bumped off two civilians but that 


if Zimmer had said so it might have happened" to which you replied, 


"I don't remember", did you mean you did not remember Sternebeck 
making that statement to you or what did you mean? 

A I meant simply this, in the course of interrogations and 
subsequent writingof a statement, it is impossible to remember 
every statement that was made by an accused, Now, it is possible 
that after Sternebeck was confronted with Zimmer he might have 
hedged ‘on his answer to that extent before he made his written 
statement. I simply don't remember whether he made it or not, but 
the only thing I do remember is that after Sternebeck was confronted 
with Zimmer, the gist of his statement and attitude was, that as 
long as Zimmer was talking he would befoolish to withhold the facts 
of the situation, so, he was going to tell everything - going to make 
a clean breast of it. 

Q Did you have a subsequent conversation with Sternebeck 
during the writing of his statement which is Prosecution Exhibit P-6)? 

CAPT. NARVID: We object to this, I don't think the 
interrogation this morning was so confusing to require a new 
interrogation as to the entire examination we had this morning. 
I don't think we created so mich confusion of the testimony, I 
think the record speaks for iteelf and is pretty clear. 
PROSECUTION: If thé Court please, the witness, I believe, 

does have a right to explain his answer, All I am trying to do now is 


give the witness an opportunity to make an explanation. 
(Elowitz-redirect) 20 
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LAW MEMBER: What is the exact basis for the objection? 

CAPT. NARVID: The objection is that we think the record 
is pretty clear, If we can only refer to the record, I don't think 
that any confusion is created there, 

LAW MEMBER: The Court will overrule the objection, We 
will take the answer. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 

Q WHAT was that conversation? 

A I told him that now that his memory is completely refreshed 
to be sure that everything he had told me was accurate, as far as 
he remembered it. I do remember that he did change a few things 
around, a few of the facts he had given me, after thinking it over 
carefully, He said that the statement as finally written was the 
true situation as he remembered it. 

Q Would you have bothered to take a statement from Sternebeck 
if he maintained his position that is, in as mch as Zimmer had 
said so, it could have happened? 

CAPT, NARVID: I object to that, 

LAW MEMBER: Will you read the question again, please? 

(Whereupon the question was read by the reporter.) 

LAW MEMBER: What was the basis of the. objection? 

CAPT. NARVID: Object to the form, It is an involved 
question and ashypothetical question, The witness is not testifying 
as an expert to a hypothetical question, 

PROSEC lease, I have the transcript 
of the record here before me. On cross examination, the exact 
wording of the question is, "Is it not a fact that Sternebeck 
stated, 'If Zimmer states it, it might of happened', did he not 
say that?" 


(Elowitz-redirect ) 





LAW MEMBER: The objection is overruleds 
PROSECUTION: Will you read my question back? 


(Whereupon the question was read by the reporter as follows: 


" Would you have bothered to take a statement from 
Sternebeck if he maintained his position that is, 


in as mch as Zimmer had said so, it could have ahappened?"' 


THE WITNESS: No, I would not, 
PROSECUTION: No further examination. 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:(CAPT. NARVID) 

Q In other words, Mr, Elowitz, you seem to remember everything 
about what happened in the interrogation except that point where 
Sternebeck stated that he did not recall the conversation with Tonk? 

A No, that is not true. 

Q Did you not state that you do not remember that phase of 
the interrogation? 

A Well it was not a phase, it was just one statement, 

Q But you did not remember that? 

A No, I did not remember. 

Q You do remember, however, all the other details that you 
have just testified to? 

A Yes, Because that was a phase of the investigation which 
finally convinced Sternebeck to make the statement he did. 


Q Is it not really a fact, thouch, the reason you called 


immer to confront Ste eck was ause Sternebeck when confronted 


stated that he didn't recall the conversation with Tonk, 
A That's right, only naturally to bring Zimmer in to 
refresh Sternebeck's memory. 
CAPT, NARVID: That is all, 
NSE COUNSEL: Nothing further 


(Elowitzerecross) 


‘ 





PROSECUTION: Prosecution has no further questions. 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently not, 
the witness is excused, 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and returned to the 
Prosecution table in the courtroom, ) 
PROSECUTION: The Prosecution calls Mr. Harry Thon to 
the stand again for redirect examination and the next phase of 
the Prosecution's case will be handled by Mr. Elowitz,. 
HARRY THON,recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, having been 
previously sworn, testified further as follows: 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:(MR. ELOWITZ) 
Q Mr, Thon, you are reminded that you are still under oath. 
A Yess 
Q In the course of your assignment at I.P. # 2, Schwaebisch 
Hall, Germany did you ever have occasion to interrogate a person 
by the name of Armin Hecht? 
A Yes, Tdide 


Do you know whether Armin Hecht is an accused in this trial? 


Could you identify him if you saw him again? 


Q 
A Yes, he is. 
Q 
A 


Yes, I can. 


Q Will you lo he cusec see if you 


Number 21 stand up. 
(Whereupon the accused did as directed.) 
TIONS BY PROSECUTION: (MR. ELOWITZ) 
Q Did Hecht ever make a statement to you in the course of 


your interrogation? 


ade oral statements first then he wrote 
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MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution hands the reporter a witten 
instrument to be marked Prosecution Exhibit #91 for identification, 


(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 


Exhibit P=91 for identification by the reporter.) 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (MR. ELOWITZ) 

Q My, Thon, I had you a written statement marked for 
identification as Pe91 and I ask you to identify it if you can. 

A Yes, I can, It is a written statement of Armin Hecht. 

Q In whose handwriting is it and whose signature appears 
at the bottom of it? 

A It was written by Apmin Hecht and signed by him. 

Q Was it written and signed in your presente? 

A Yes, it wase 

Q Was it signed by the same Armin Hecht whom you have just 
identified? 

4 Yes, it ise 

Q Was the statement made voluntarily? 


A Yess 





Q Did you subject Hecht to any cruel or unusual treatment 
in obtaining that statement ? 
A No, 1 did not sir. 
Did you make any promises or threats ? 
No I did not 
Was the statement sworn to ? 
Yes it was. 
Who took the oath ? 


Captain Raphael Shumacker. 
PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ). The Prosecution offers in evidence 


as Prosecution's Exhibit P-91, a statement and requests that it be attached 
to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-91. 

DEFENSE: (Lt Col,DWINELL). The Defense objects to the evid- 
ence on the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is over-ruled. The Exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosec- 


ution's Exhibit P-91. 
(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked and 


identified was received in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit P-91, is 


attached to the record and made a part hereof.) 


PROSECUTION: (Nr ELOWLTZ) «The Prosecution offers in evidence, 
a true and correct English translation of its Exhibit P-91 and requests that 


it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit P91=A. 
DEFENSE: May it please the Court,The Defense has no object- 
ion, but it desires the privilege of checking the translation and sub- 
sequently making an objection if necessary. 
PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Ext 
by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be 
ecution's Exhibit P91-A, subject to later ot jection t 


on interpretation and translation. 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-91-A 


and admitted into evidence: is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 
PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWLTZ) The Prosecution requests permission 


(Thon-redi rect) 





to read Prosecution's Exhibit P-9l-A. 
PRESIDENT: Granted. 


(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-91-A was read to the Court in the 


English language.) 


"I, Armin Hecht, first being duly sworn make the 
following statement under oath: 


During the Eifel offensive in December 19), I was 
in the 1st Platoon, 11th Company, 3rd Battalion,2d Grenadier 
Regiment LSSAH. 


Shortly prior to the offensive,I cannot remember 
the date, Ostf.Thomard,Heinz, assembled the 11th Company of 
which he was the commander, for an orientation lecture,when 
he said the following: 


"This offensive will be a difficult offensive. 
You will have to fight like good soldiers. You will not 
take any prisoners of war. Civilians who show themselves 
on the street and also in the windows will be bumped off." 


I have made a sketch named Exhibit "A" for clarifi- 
cation of the above scene, and made it a part of my state- 
ment. 


As mech as I can remember, the 11th Company ILSSAH 
entered La Gleize in the afternoon of the 18th of December 
194. I cannot remember the order of mrch, but it is poss- 
ible that Rayer was traveling behind me, who had taken the 
place of the wounded Thomhard as Company commander. 


The crew of my tank(SPW) was as follows: 


Uscha. Heinz Klipp - Platoon leader. 

Rttf Karl Stellner 

Rttf Armin Hecht 

Grn Heinz-Gerhard Godecke 

Strm Durnberger, 

Grn Ernst Pliester 

Grn Bosel 

Grn Richter 

As we were driving through La Gleize, I saw a church 
to the left of the road of advance for the tanks, around which 
was a wall. On the right-hand side of the road was a house.We 
passed the church aboit twenty meters ands topped in the middle 
of the road, just about directly in front of the church, at 
the wall to the left of the road, if one drives in the direct- 
ion of Stoumont. There stood approximately fifteen American 
prisoners of ware | know that they were prisoners of war 
because they were unarmed and had their hands clasped over 
their heads. I recognized from their uniform that they were 
Americans. As we were standing there I dismounted from my 
Panzer and was looking for faults on my vehicle. All of a 
sudden Klipp who was our platoon leader, came and ordered the 
whole crew to shoot these fifteen prisoners of war. Inmediate- 
ly afterwards he gave the order "Commence firing". I know that 
our whole crew including Klipp shot at these prisoners of wars 
I cannot remember all the single weapons. I used my Belgian 
pistol with .08 ammmition. I aimed at one of the prisoners and 
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fired 5 shots from my pistol at him. I know I hit him as Is aw 
him slump to the ground. Then I had a stoppage and Is aw the 
other prisoners falling to the ground as they were hit by the 
others. I am certain that these prisoners were all dead 

for I could not hear moaning and I also did not see any one 

of these prisoners moving or writhing after the shooting had 
ended.e I then mounted my SPW and we drove on. 


For clarification of this scene, I have made a sketch, 
marked it Exhibit "5B" and it is a part of my statement. 


This statement consisting of four pages and two sketches 
was made voluntarily by me and of my own free will, uninfluenced 
by force, threats, duress or promises of any kind. I swear before 
God that the facts stated herein are true and I sm prepared to 
repeat same under oath in any court of justice. " 


Armin Hecht 
Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this lst day of April 196 at 
Schwabisch Hall, Ger. 
Raphael Shumacker 
Capt. CMP 
(Whereupon the German translation was read to the Court by an interpreter) 


PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ) The Prosecution offers in evidence 


two picture affidavits executed by Armin Hecht showing the photographs 


of Heinz Goedicke and Heinz Tomhardt, and request that they be attached 
to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibits P-91-B and C respectively. 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense there is no objection to 
the picture affidavits, Prosecution's Exhibits P-91-B and C, nor is there 
any necessity for the reading of same. It is further admitted that the 
photographs are those of the accused Goedicke and Tomhardt. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibits offered by 
the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit P- 91- B and © respectively. 

(Whereupon the documents referred to having previously been marked were 
received in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibits P-91 B&C respectively 
and are attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ) - you may cross~examine. 

ReCROSS EXAMINATION: 
QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSEs(Mxr WALTERS): 
Q Mr Thon, on the last page of this statement it is dated lst 
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April, 1946, but it was actually taken 1; March is that not true 7? 
A T don't remember whether it was the lth of March or note 
As to the taking of the statement, I took so many statements, it is 
impossible to remember a date. 
Q How many times did you interrogate Hecht 7 
Several times. 
When was the first time, if you remember? 
As I have stated before, I cannot remember the dates. 
Who was present at the first interrogation with you 7 
llth Company Present but I cannot say for sure. 


Was there a Ist Lt. Wolfe with you ? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
4 It could be that therewas some other members of the 
Cor 
Q 
A 


I believe that is right. 

Q On the first interrogation, did not Hecht deny everything 
concerning the shooting of prisoners of war or any incident concerning 
the shooting ? 

A It is very possible: They all at first could not remem- 
ber shooting American prisoners = No sirl 

Q Is it not true that Hecht was sworn and signed a statement 
deny such incidents ? 

A That I do not recall. 

Q Do you recall Lt Wolfe beating him on that first occasion ? 

A Lt Wolfe never beat them in mypresence. 


Q Was Hecht interrogated several days later after this first 


As I have said before, he was interrogated several times. 
Q Was he not accused by you or Lt Wolfe on that second occasion 
of having,akhot Prisoners of war ? 
A We knew he had shot prisoners of war. We knew from the other 
fellows, and naturally told him. 
Q And when he denied this, is it not true that this Lt Wolfe 
beat him with his fist in the stomach and choked him with his ether hand 7? 


(Thon-recross ) 
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A Sir, he never beat him in my presence. 


Q And on the third occasion when he was interrogated, was he 
not told that he would have a trial ? 


A I don't remember whether he was told or not, I would not 
swear to it. 
Q And when he denied it Mr Thon, was he not told that he would 
have atrial? -4in October - - - - 
PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ) . If the Court Please that 


question has been asked twice before and the answer was that the witness 


does not remember. 


DEFENSE: (MrWALTERS). This last question your honor was quite 
different. 


PRESIDENT: Objection overruled. 


I don't remember, 


A 
Q Was not Lt Ferl present on this occasion ? 
A 


I don't recall seeing Lt Perl there. 

Q Would you say that It Pert was not present at any of the 
interrogations ? 

A I don't believe he was. 

Q But you could not swear he was not ? 

A I don't remember seeing him. 

Q Is it not true, Mr Thon, that on this particular occasion, 
lecht was told that if he did not confess, there would be a trial and 


he would be sentenced to death and would be executed within 2) 


2k hours * 
A No he was not told that. 
Q On that same occasion he again denied it, after he was 
threatened and he again said "No", and then he was confronted with 
Fritz Rau and Herbert Stock ? 
A I don't recall the time he was confronted, but I know he 
was confronted as 1 have said before. 
Q How long was Hecht in solitary confinement in Schwabisch Hall ? 
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A That I don't know because I had nothing to do with the 
administration of it. 

Q Even though you did not have anything to do with the 
administrative part of it, do you not know, as a matter of fact that 
he was in solitary confinement for several weeks 7 

A No sir T did not for the simple reason I did not go around 
the cells looling for people. They were brought to us by the special 
guards. 

Q Was it not common knowledge among the prison internees 
and the investigators that this man was kept in solitary confinement 
from 8 December until 21 March ? 

A No sir. 

Q One final question Mr Thon: Did you, or did you not beat 
this man Hecht just before he made this confession of March lth ? 

A No sir, I did not. 

DEFENSE: NOthing further. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ) 

Q Mr Thon, will you state whether or not, if you know, whether 
any of the prisoners at Schwabisch Hall were in solitary confinement 
at one time or another 7? 

A I do know that most of them, in fact I would say 99/0 of 
them were in solitary confinement, but for how long Ic annot say. 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:(Mr WALTERS) 
Q is it not a matter of fact, in a statement made te me ,you 
said you did not know whether Hecht was there or not ? 
PROSECUTION: I object to that. 
PRESIDENT: Objection sustained. 
DEFENSE: Nothing further. 
RE EXAMINATION BY THE COURT: 
QUESTIONS BY LAW MEMBE 


Q What did you understand by'solitary confinement' of this 
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accused at Schwabisch Hall 7? 


A By 'solitary confinement' sir, I understand that it is a 
single cell, where there is only one cot,one bed, and just one man 
is kept there sir. 

Q When they were in solitary confinement, did they get the 
same type of food as the other prisoners got, if you know ? 


A Yes sir, they had the same type of food; got their clothing 


changed once a week, they got a razor every other day if I am not 
mistaken. 
Q How about light ? 


A There was light in the cell and there was also a window 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:(Mr ELOWITZ). 
Q Mr Thon, in the course of your interrogations at IP#2 
at Schwabisch Hall, did you ever interrogate one Heinz Goedicke ? 
Yes I did. 
Did he ever make a statement to you ? 
Yes he did. 
Was the statement oral or written ? 
It was both. 
Could you identify Heinz Goedicke if you were to see him 
Yes I could. 
Will you take a look at the defendants seated at your left 
and see if you can see him ? 
A Yes sir - number 17. 
PRESIDENT: Number 17 stand up 
(Whereupon the accused arose) 
PRESIDENT: Sit downe 
PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ) “he Prosecution hands the reporter 
an instrument and requests that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-92 
(Thon - redirect) 
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for identification. 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution's Exhibit 
P-92 for identification)(by the reporter). 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION(Mr ELOWITZ) 

Q I hane you written instrument marked Prosecution's “xhibit 
P-92 for identification and ask you to identify it if you can ? 

A Yes this is the written statement of Heinz Goedicke signed 
by him. 


Q Is that the same Heinz Goedicke that you have just identif- 


Yes sir. 


Was it written and signed in your presence 


Yes it was. 
Was the statement made voluntarily ? 
It was. 
Q Did you make any threats or promises to Goedicke to obtain 
this statement ? 
A No I did not. 


Q Did you subject him to any cruel treatment before he made 
this statement ? 


A No I did not. 
Q Was the statement sworn ? 
Yes. 
Do you know who took the oath ? 
ist Lt.*erl. 
PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ). The Prosecution now offers in 
evidence, Prosecution's Exhibit P-92 for identification and ask that 
it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-92, 
DEFENSEs(Lt Col DWINELL). The Objection of the Defense 
is on the grounds previously stated. 
PRESIDENT: Objection over-rmiled. The “xhibit offered by 
the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecution's 
(Thon-redirect) 
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Exhibit P-92. 
(Whereupon the document referred to having been previously marked and 
identified was received in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit P-92 and 
is attached hereto and made part of the record.) 

PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ). The Prosecution offers in 
evidence a true and accurate English translation of its Exhibit P-92 
and asks that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit P=92-A. 

DEFENSE: There is no objection on the part of the Defense. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibit offered 
by ‘the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked as 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-92-A. 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked P-92: is attached to 


the record and made a part hereof.) 


PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ). The Prosecution requests permiss- 


ion to read Prosecution's Exhibit P-92-A to the Court. 
PRESIDENT: Granted. 
PRESIDENT: The Court will recess until 0830 hours tomorrow. 


(Whereupon the Court recessed at 1700 hours.) 
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MORNING SESSTON 


(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hours. ) 


PRESIDENT: Court wi11 come to order, 


PROSECUTT( If 1t please the Court, let 
the record show all members of the Court, all members 
of the prosecution, all members of the defense with 
the exception of Mr. Stron 1 Dr. Leiling who are 


absent on bus 3 e e, all defendants 


Thon. 
s for the prosecu- 


tervreter as 


follows: 


are rem? 





For clarification of this statement I have made a 


sketch, named it Exhibit "A" and made it a part 
statement. 


"On the 18th of December 1944, around three 
or four O'clock in the afternoon, the 11th Company 
entered LA GLETZE. I cannot remember the order of 
march exactly but I do know definitely that Ober- 
scharfuehrer REIER was riding directly behind us. 
The crew of our vehicle was as follows: 


Unterscharfuehrer Hetng KLIPP (1st Platoon Leader 
Rottenfuehrer Armin HECHT - Driver 

Rottenfuehrer Kerl STESLLNER 

Sturmmann Hans DIRNBER 

srenadier Ernst PLIEST® 

ienadier Guenther -BOENSE 

Grenadier Wolf ICHT 


Grenadier Hetng DICKE 
tppom +} 


can reme 


Oberscharfuehrer 


Rottenfuehrer SABLOKT 


i cers 
street acros ror 


se with a low earden 


out forty meters sto 


of the eat. tween the street 
and the church there was a stone wall, in front of 
which, directly across om us stood about twenty- 
five to thirty American prisoners of war. The 
distance between our Panzer and the prisoners 
have been approximately 30 to 35 paces 
their Ame niforms that th 


can sold r 





163,3sp 


to move the road from 


"This statement consisting of four pages and 
two sketches was made voluntarily me, unin- 
fluenced by forces threat, duress or promises of 
any kind. 


’ 


"I swear before God that the facts stated 
herein are true and I am prepared to repeat same 


under oath in any court of justice. 


(signed) HEINZ GOMDICKE 
13 March 1946 


ysecution 





and 


made 


in 


the 


as 


ereto 


course your interrogation 


did you ever interrogate 


Richter? 


oral state 





believe I was present all the time 


Was it signed 1e@ same Wolfcanc 


you have just identified? 


Yes, it was. 


Was the statement made voluntarily? 


you 3s Richter to cruel and harst 


treatment 1 order to bain the statement? 





translation of the exhibit 
it be attached to the record and marked 


Prosecution Exhibit } Pa95-A, 


(Whereupon the nt referred to was marked 


Prosecution Exhibit } by the reporter. ) 


On behalf of the defense 


There being no objection the 


+ 


prosecution ts admitted in 


arlred 





TOMHART that no prisoners of war willbe taken, 
which was carried out in the follo way: On 
the afternoon of 18th December 1 


, that means 


the 11th Company, entered LA GLEIZE. I myself 

am not able to remember the order of march exactly 
However, I believe it could be correct if I say 
that Oberscharfuehrer REIFER drove directly behind 
my SPW. The crew of my SPW at this time was as 
follows: 


Unterscharfuehrer Heinz KLIPP (platoon leader) 
Rottenfuehrer KARL STELLNER 
" Armin HECHT (Driver) 
Brenadier Heinz GOETIKE 
Sturmmann DOERMBERGER 
Grenadier Ernst PLIESTER 
Grenadier BLEBSEL and 
Grenadier ig RICHTER 
"As we drove throuch I iI 
rounded by a wall to 
ac for tanks. 
road was a house. 
) met and stonped 
\bout rectly 
left of 


scAaAlSE 


vith rat 


eads, 
our platoon le 
(LIPP gave the 
With 


prisoners, 


the ord 





sworn to before me 


f April 1946. 


Robert E. BYRNE 


lst Lt. JAGD" 


(Whereupon the statement was read itn German.) 


MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence 


a picture affidavit executed by Wolfgang Richter 


tdentifying photos of accused Heinz Goedicke and 
Armin Hecht and request that they be attached to 
record and m 3-B and P-93-C respectively 


(Whereup< ferred t 
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it an oral or a writt 


statement? 
was first oral and 
s own handwritin 


you recognize Gebauer 4 


your left and 
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ject Fritz Gebauer to cruel and 


harsh treatment in order to obtain the statement? 


d not. 


Did you make any threats or promises 


auer? 


d not. 


statement sworn 





of the defense. 


PRESIDENT: There being no objection 


exhibit will be admitted 1n evidence and will 


marked P-94-A, 


(Whereupon the document referred to, having been 


previously marked was received tn evidence 
tion P it it i Pp-94 “A an d is attached 
sart of the record.) 

Permis 
Court for prosecution to r 





Take 13), 
June Bel 


(Whereupon Proseoution Exhibit No. P=9lj-A was read to the Court, 
° 


follows: ) 


"I, Fritz GEBAUER having been duly sworn upon oath make 
the following statement: 


"During the EIFEL campaign in December 19),); I was Grena- 
dier in the lth platoon, 11th company, IIIT (Armored) Bat- 
talion, 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment, LSSAH. 


"In the night 15th to 16th December 191;, prior to the 
start of the EIFEL campaign, Obersturmfuehrer Heinz TOMHART 
delivered a speech to us in which amongst other things, he 
gave us the order not to take any prisoners of war, and to 
bump off civilians who show themselves at doors or windows. 
Immediately thereupon we took off for the campaign end we 
drove through numerous villages the names of which I only have 
a dim recollection. Nevertheless, I know that we entered LA 
GLEIZE on 18th December 19)\l;. About five o'clock in the efter- 
noon of this day the following took place; 


"If one drives from LA GLEIZE in the direction of 
CHENEUX, on the left hand side of the road a church is situ- 
ated which is surrounded by a wall. At this time I would like 
to supplement that ) SPY's of our 11th company drove together. 
As far as I can remember the SPW's were led by Rottenfuehrer 
Max FREIMUTH, Unterscharfuehrer RULAND, Rottenfuehrer SUB- 
LACKI, and Unterscharfuehrer Walter WIELFER. I, and the fol- 
lowing other persons, drove in Unterscharfuehrer WIELFER's 
SPW: Rottenfuehrer Theo RAUH, Gren. Otto WALTER, Gren. Ekehart 
SCHMIT, Gren. Hermann GROT, Gren. Walter KRAUSE, Gren. Willi 
KOECHEL, Gren. Fritz RAU. 


"These ); above mentioned SP¥'s stopped in front of this 
mentioned wall which surrounded the church, and indeed as far 
as I can remember, on the right hand side of the street. Im- 
mediately in front of this wall stood about 15 American prison- 
ers of war with arms raised and hands clasped behind their 
heads. I know thet they ware Americans because I know the 
American uniform which was worn by these people. I am not 
able to remember further details but IT know that suddenly 

nterscherfuehrer WIELFER gave us the r to shoot these 
ners. Which weapons t y used for it can't say for 
.98 and fired 
at one pris 


rtain thet the 1 


"About an hour and a half later, it could have b 
7 otele in the evening of the 18th Dec 


6 ho hortly 





therefore on the left of the road which leads to CHENEUX, 
stood about 30 to 0 American prisoners of war. These 
Americans stood quietly, their hands clasped behind their 
heads and geve no cavse.that one should shoot them. Never~ 
theless Unterscharfuehrer WILFER issued orders to us to 
Shoot these prisoners. Again the whole crew of our SPY shot 
with the exception of Theo RAUH. However, other SP¥'s shot 
as well = who was shooting from these other SPW's which were 
parked here I am not able to say for certein. However, I 
know that I again fired at: this shooting with my Carbine .98 
at one prisoner and at this ocension I fired five shots at 
this man. I aimed at the chest ond the head of the American 
end saw him being hit and slumping to the ground, and he didn't 
move any more. 


"I have prepared a sketch for a better illustration’ of 
my statement and this is marked Document 'A' end atteched 
hereto. Document 'A' shows the place of the shooting at the 
church in LA GLEIZE and the numbers thereon indicate; 


No. 1. Our SRY (Commandant Uschea WILFER) 
2. Church of LA GLEIZE 
3. Wall surrounding the church 
l. American prisoners of war 


“Purther, I have prepared ea second sketch which I have 
marked Document 'B' and also attached to my statement. Docu- 
mont 'B' shows the place of shooting in the vicinity of 
CHENEUX and the numbers thereon indicate; 


No. 1. Our SPW (Commandant Uscha WILFER) 
2. House in front of which the prisoners stood 
3. American prisoners of war 
l. German tank 


"This statement consisting of 5 pages and two sketches 
was made by me volunterily, uninfluenced by duress, coercion, 
threat, or promise of reward of any nature. 


"I swear to God that the facts I heve stated in this 
statement ere true and I am ready to repeat seme before any 
3 F 
court of justice. 


tz GEBAUER 
April 1916 


t was 


ELOWITZ (Continued); 
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Rau? 


Redirect) 





A Yes, I did, sir. 


MR. ELOWITZ: May it please the Court, at this time the Prosecution 


desires to point out there are two accused named Rau, both of whose 


names are pronounced exactly alike. The spelling is slightly similar. 
The Prosecution desires the privilege to identify each Rau by his first 
name wherever his name appears in these proceedings. 

Q Mr. Thon, did Fritz Ray ever make a statement to you? 

A Yes, sir, he did, 

Q Was the statement oral or written? 

A It was first oral, and then it was written by him in his owm 
handwriting. 


Q Could you recognize the said Fritz Rau if you saw him agein? 


Take a look at the accused on your and stete the number 
he is wearing. 
A He is wearing no. 16, 
PRESIDENT: No. 16, stand up. -- Sit dow. 
MR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution hands the reporter a written instru- 
ment and requests that it be marked Prosecution Exhibit P-95 for Identif-~ 
lention. 


eution Exhibit No. P-95 for 





Q Was the statement made voluntarily? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you subject Fritz Rau to cruel’ and harsh treetment to 
obtein the statement? 

A No, I did not. 

Q Did you make any threats or promises to Fritz Rau to obtein 
the statement? 

A No, sir. 

Q Was the statement sworn to? 

A Yes, it was. 

Q Do you know who administered the oeth? 

A Capt. Shumacker. 

MR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution offers in evidence its Exhibit PH95 
for Identification, requests that it be attached to the record and marked 
Prosecution Exhibit No. P=95, 

LT. COL. DWINELL; The Defense objects to the evidence on the 
grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Objection is overruled. The exhibit offered by the 
Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecution Exhibit 


No. P95, 


(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked 


end identified, was received in evid © 86 Prosecution Exhibit No. P-95 
is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 


MR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution offers in evidence s true and correct 


On behalf of the Deferise, 
PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by the 


Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecutior Bxhibit 


referred 


(Thon = Redireot) 





dence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P=95A and is attached hereto md made a 


pert of the record.) 


MR. ELONITZ: Permission is requested of the Court for the Prosecu- 


tion to read Exhibit No. P-O5@A. 
PRESIDENT: Granted. 


(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit No. P-95A was read to the Court, 
follows: ) 


"I, Fritz RAU, being first duly sworn, make the following 
statement under oath; 


"During the EIFEL offensive in December 194, I wes in the 
lth Platoon of the 11th Company, 3rd Panzer Grenadier Battalion, 
end Panzer Grenedier Regiment, LSSAH. During the EIFEL offens- 
ive my rank was Schuetze. Prior to the EIFEL offensive, it was 
in the night 15-16 December 194, the Company Commander, Ober- 
sturmfuehrer Heinz THOMHARDT assembled the whole 1lth Company 


for an orientation, on which occasion he said approximately the 
following: 


"' This coming offensive is of tremendous importance. The 
reoccupation of France by vs will depend upon it. We will have 
the aid of the air force and we will do honor unto our division, 
We will not have time to make prisoners of war and also oivil- 
ians who show themselves will be bumped off.' 


"The above speech was held by THOMHARDT in our bivouac 
area in the woods of BLANKENHEIM. For olerification I have 
made a sketch which I have marked Exhibit "A' and which is a 
part hereof. 


"T remember that our part of the column left STAVELOT 
about 11 o'clock in the morning of 18 December 19); in the 
direction of LA GLEIZE. To my recollection, the order of march 
was as follows; 


3rd Platoon 9th Panzer Pioneer Company 
1st Platoon 11th Company) 
3rd Platoon 11th Company) Panzer Grenadiers 
ith Platoon 11th Company) 
Jompany (Panzer-Grenadisrs) 


-irst 


of the road, as one a 
) civiliens, who were ab were working. 
I sew them stop wo: g, turn around and wat vehicles, 
Then I sew FREIMUTH, who wes sitting in the right front seat 
> he SPY, arise, turn tows the civilians « shoot at them. 
base 
i needed for the 
and fell to the gr 
along at approx 
it wes FR 





and because he was a member of my company. I did not see that 
@ vehicle stopped in order to ascertain whether or not those 
civilians were deed, 


"I have made a sketch which I have marked Exhibit 'B* for 
clarification of the above statement and have made it a pert 
hereof. 


"The next shooting I saw in LA GLEIZE on December 18 19) 
around 5 o'clock in the afternoon. At this time only  SAY's 
were driving together. The crew of the SAY's were approxi- 
mately as follows; 


1. SPY 
Rottenfuehrer Max FREIMUTH 
Grenadier Fritz GRUENEWALD 


Unterscharfuehrer RURLAND 
Grenadier Harold WEDEKIND 
Grenadier AGATHE 
Sturmmann BAEHR 

Grenadier PLIESTER 
Grenedier RICHTER 


Rottenfuehrer ZABLOECKY 
Grenadier Henrich BUG 
Grenadier SCHROEDER 

Grenadier ZIETZ 
Unterscharfuehrer Rudi REIHER 


Unterscharfuchrer Walter WILFER 
Rottenfuehrer Theo RAUH 
Grenadier Otto WALTER 
Grenadier Eckehardt SCHMIDT 
‘renadier Hermann GROTH 
Grenadier Walter KRAUS 
Grenedier Willi 

Grenedier Fritz GEHBAUER 
Grenadier Fritz RAl 


These are all 


told us. 
> at 
We b 





prisoners of war. Our Group Leader, Unterscharfuehrer WILFER, 
gave the crew of our vehicle the order to fire. The only man 
in our crew who-did not fire at this location was the driver, 
Theo RAUH. WILFER shot about 32 rounds into the prisoners 
with the M.Pi., Gronedier KRAUSE with a rifle K-98, 5 rounds, 
Grenedier BEHBAUER, and I with the seme weapon, also about 
five rounds, as well as RECHEL. Grenadier GROTH hed en 08 
pistol and shot approximately 7 rounds into the prisoners, 
Grenadiers WALTER and SCHMIDT shot with the M.G. into the 
prisoners of war. I believe I heard 30 to 40 rounds. I also 
heard firing from the vehicle in which ZABLOBCKY rode and also 
from the SPW of Unterscharfuehrer RUHLAND. I did not see who 
shot but I heard an,M.G. of Unterscharfuehrer RUHLAND's SPW 
being fired. Aiming directly at the heart, I fired five shots 
at three or four men. I was not allowed to dismount from the 
vehicle and to determine whether the people were dead but I am 
certain that the prisoners of war were dead because I saw them 
fell over and they no longer moved. Right after the shooting 
GEHBAUER asked: 'Are they dead?! end Unterscharfuehrer WILFER 
enswered approximately: 'It does not make any difference whether 
they are deed; they will die allright.! 


"About 15 meters in front of me and directly in front of 


Unterscharfuehrer RUHLAND's SPW, I saw the SPY of FREIMUTH 
right scross from the church in the middle of the street. The 
church was on the corner. In front of this church stood about 
20 to 25 American prisoners of war, their hands clasped be 
their heads. Some of them were wearing steel helmets, others 
were note About one or two minutes after we had shot those 
fifteen prisoners of war, I saw and heard how they shot from 
FREIMUTH's vehicle into these 20 to 25 prisoners of war. I 
also saw how the first people fell to the ground and since I 
then sat dovm on my seat next to the driver, my view was ob- 
structed by the other vehicles and therefore I could not see 
everything. I heard further shooting while I was sitting there 
and specifically from rifles, M.G.'s and pistols. I saw one 
man of this SPV who was standing erect and fired. This was 
FREIMUTH; the others were resting their weapons on the top edge 
and were in a kneeling position so I could not recognize their 
faces, As far as I can rer » FREIMUTH, in the shooting of 
these prisoners of war, was ing a machine pistol. How meny 
shots he fired I don't know. Immediately after the firing had 
ceased, we drove on. 
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It was dark but occasionally when they lit a cigarette, I 
could see that they were wearing leather jackets, Therefore, 
I know that they were tank officers but I could not recognize 
them. After we had stood there about 10 minutes, RETHER 

went to those officers, talked with them for about 15 minutes, 
returned to his SPW end called his group leaders to him. He 
then talked with them for about 20 minutes and then the group 
leaders returned to their vehicles. When our Group Leader 
WILFER returned, he said, 'These prisoners of war will have to 
be bumped off! and he gave us the order to fire. REIHER's SAY 
started to shoot, not only with rifles and pistols, but also 
with the 20 mm. A.A. gun. 


"as far as I can remember, 3 to ) magazines, each with 5 
rounds, were fired into the prisoners with this last mentioned 
gun. However, all four SPW's fired. From our vehicle, every- 
body, with the exception of the driver, Theo RAUH, shot again. 
RAUH said to me: ‘When you shoot, shoot accurately.' By this 
he meant I should not let the people suffer and I should kill 
them instentaneously. I aimed at the heart and shot down three. 
The other two rounds I fired at two Americans who were lying 
on the ground writhing, so they would not have to suffer any 
longer, and I am sure that they were dead after I shot them. 
Grenadier RECHEL, at the beginning, fired only three rounds, 
but I can remember that he fired two more shots at two prisoners 
who were lying on the ground and were still turning after the 
main shooting had ended. 


“after approximately 10 minutes we drove on end I am sure 
that all these prisoners were dead for I did not hear anyone 
moaning or crying, nor did I see those prisoners still writhing 
or moving. 


"To the best of my knowledge, at all these shootings men= 
tioned by me, I cannot recall any reason that would have given 
cause to shoot these people. The soldiers were standing there 
quietly and did not give the impression thet they were trying 
to escape. 


"On 20 December 19),];, while I was in the aid station in 
a castle between LA GLEIZE and STOUMONT, I heard the following 
story from Grenadier Heinrich BUG, who during the EIFEL Offens- 
ive, was riding in ZABLOEC SPY: 'In the woods in th 
cinity of the castle, epproximatel 0 r th tle, 
Unterscharfuehrer RUHLAND bumped off soners of 
war.! BUG told me thi ZABL i t 11M. 
Grenadier BUG himself did not witn k BUG was 


taken prisoner + i t r im since 


the castle 


hat thesé were 


rred near 


can remember this road crossing exactly for 


t to smoke the first Americen cigarettes I al 
se standing corner and next to this 


isoners. 


ward 


(Fritz Rau Statement) 





we stopped and thet was just about 25 meters before the curve. 
We only stopped for a moment and on this occasion I saw an 
American soldier who was wounded on the thigh on the righthand 
side of the road lying in a ditdh. Apparently he was in pain 
for he was moaning and groaning. Unterscharfuehrer WILFER 
then called Grenadier RUDOLF, a chief gunner in the lith Platoon 
of the 1lth Pz. Gr. Komp. and told him, 'Give him the mercy 
Shot.’ We drove on and I did not witness the shooting, but I 
did hear when Grenadier RUDOLF reported to Unterscharfuehrer 
WILFER on 18 December 194) that he had carried out the order 
and that he had shot the prisoner, Eyewitnesses to this shoot« 
ing were Grenadier RUDOLF SCHARDLER and Sturmmann BITZWEILER, 
who were both riding in the SPW with RUDOLF. For clarification 
of the above statement, I have made three more sketches, which 
IT have marked Exhibit '#r, ‘Ft, and 'G', and which are a pert 
hereof, 


"This statement, consisting of 17 pages and 7 sketches 
was made by me volunterily in my own handwriting. I was not 
influenced by any force, duress or threats, neither was I made 
any promises whatsoever. I swear that the facts which I heve 
set forth in this statement are the truth and I am prepared to 
repeat them under oath before any court of justice. 


FRITZ RAU 
12 March 19146 


"Sworn to and subscribed before 


me this 12th day of March 1916 
at Schwabisch Fall, Ger. 


RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt CMP" 


(Whereupon’ the statement was read in German by the interpreter.) 





PROSECUTION (Mr. Ellowitz): The prosecu- 
tion offers into evidence a picture affidavit executed by Fritz 
Rau of the accused Thomhardt and requests that it be attached 


to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 95 B, 


DEFENSE: On behalf of the defense, there 
is no objection to the picture affidavit offered at this time 
by the Prosecution, nor isthere any necessity for reading the 
Same, and it is further stipulated that the photograph appear- 


ing thereon is that of the accused Thomhardt, 


PRESIDENT: There being no objection by 
the defense, the picture affidavit offered into evidence by 
the prosecution will be accepted into evidence by the court 


and noted as Prosecution Exhibit No. 95 B. 
PROSECUTION: You may cross-examine. 


DEFENSE: The defense has no questions at 


this time. 


PRESIDENT; Are there any questions by any 


member of the court of this witness? 


(There being no further questi 


witness was excused and resumed his pos 


6till un- 


(Whereupon fons, answers and cther 


> interpreted tc 





' RE DIRECT EXAMINATION 


— 


QUESTIONS BY THE PROSLOUTION (Mr. Ellowitz): 


Q In the course of your assignment at Schwabisch Hall, 
did you have occasion to interrogate a person by the name of 
Herbert Stock? 

A I did, 

Q Did he make a statement to you? 

He did, 
Was this statement oral or written? 

A First orel and then written; Stock had been first 
interrogated by one of the other interrogators and I re-interr- 
ogated him, 

Q Could you identify Herbert Stock, if you were to see 
him again? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you look at the accused on your left 
out Herbert Stock, if you can? 


A Yes, Stock is wearing number 64, 
PRESIDENT; Number 64, Stand up...sit down. 


PROSHSCUTION (Mr. Bllowitz): The prosecution 
hands the reporter Prosecution Exhibit number 96, for identifica- 


tion and requests that it be so noted by the reporter. 


(Whereupon "Prosecution Exhibit number 


marked by the reporter 


y Herbert 


Stock. 





Whose signature appears at the end of the statement? 
The signature of Herbert Stock. 
Was it written and signed in your presence? 


I was not present all the time during this interr- 


ogation, but I was present at the time it was signed. 


Q Was the statement made voluntarily? 

A It was. 

Q Did you subject Herbert Stock to any harsh, cruel, 
or inhuman treatment to obtain this statement? 

A No. 

Q Is this the Herbert Stock who signed this statement the 
same Herbert Stock you have just identified? 


A Yes, sir. 


PROSECUTION (Mr. Bllowitz); The Prosecu- 
tion offers into evidence the document previously marked "Fros- 
ecution Exhibit 96, for identification" and requests that it 


be attached to the record and noted as "Prosecution Exhibit 96". 


DEFENSE (Lt Col Dwinell); ‘The defense ob- 
jects to the introduction of this statement, on the grounds 


previously stated. 


objection is overruled, 
and the documer vill acc into evidence by the court 


nd noted 


tion of osecution Exhibit 96, to be marked Prosecution 


bit 96 A, and to be attached to the record. 


MUSIDENT: There 





translation offered into evidence by the Prosecution is admitted 
into evidence by the court and will be marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit 96-A and attached to the record, 


The court will recess until 1030 hours. 


(Whereupon the court took a recess at 1000 hours. ) 





(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1030 hourse) 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record 
show that all the members of the Court are present, all the 
members of the Prosecution are present, all the members of 
the Defense are present, with the exception of Mre Strong and 
Dre Ieiling, absent on business of the Defense, all the 
defendants and the reporter are presents 

MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution recalls Captain Shumacker. 

Captain RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, called as a witness for 


the Prosecution resumed the stands 


MR. ELOWITZ: Captain Shumacker, you are reminded that 


you are still under oath. (Reading Prosecutionts Exhibit P-96tt,) 


"I, Herbert STOCK, being first duly sworn, make 
the following statement under oath: 


"During the EIFEL Offensive in December 1944 
I was a Sturmmann in the 2nd Platoon of the llth 
Panzer Grenadier Company, 3rd Battalion, 2nd Panzer 
Grenadier Regiment, LAHe My Comay Conrmander was 
Obersturmfuehrer Heinz TOMHARDT. I had been a member 
of this company since September 19h. My platoon leader 
was Hauptscharfuehrer HENDELs 


"I have been shown a mep of Central Europe, 
13100,000 G.S.5 G.S., 4416 Bonny Sheet Sele I have 
been shown a map of BELGIUM and Northeast FRANCE, 
12100,000 G.S., O+S., Now 136, Marche, Sheet 13. 
In this statement 21] references by coordinates to 
towns, crossroads, etce will be taken from these 
MApDSe 


"On 14 December 19); our company reached the 
MUREL Woods. (Bonn, 22-08). These woods are near the 
town of NETTERSHEIM (Bonn 21.611). 


"On the night of 15 December 19); at about 2330 
hours, ow Company Commander had the company embled 
and informed us that we were going into the fensive, 
Among other things, he also told us that pursuant to an 
order he had received from above, we would fight 
recklessly and ruthlessly and that no prisoners of war 
would be takene Around midnight of the same night we 
left the MUREL forest and proceeded in the direction 
of BLANKENHEIM (Bonn 23-05). In the SPW with me were 
the following men: Unterscharfuehrer KANNEN, Unterscharfuehrer 

D, Sturmmann KUMPF, Sturmmann BERTHOID, Grenadier 

EL, Grenadier SONNEBORY and Grenadier SCHUHMANNe 
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"Our route of march towards the front wes through 
DAHLEM (Bonn 15-9926), STADTEYLL (Bonn Wie2=95e3),5 
KRONENBURG (Bonn 10¢5=9762), HALISCHLAG (Bonn 07+8=9549) » 
LOSHEIM (Bonn 0303-9606), HONSFEID (Bonn 9698+99s2), 
BUETLINGEN (Bonn vite SCHOPPEN (Bonn 89¢3-00s2), 
ONDENVAL (Bonn 8561-0001), THIRIMONT (Bonn 8343-0002), 
LIGNEUVILLE (ENGELSDORF) (Bonn 805~99e3), SRAVELOT 
(Marche 71¢9-0le2), LA GLETZE (Marche 657-03), 

CHENEUX (Marche 63.7-Oleli) back te LA GLEIZEy thence 

to STOUMONT (Marche 6299-0248) thence to IA GLEIZE 

againe In the LA GLEIZE-CHENEUX-STOUMONT sector we 

moved back and forth from town to town and I do not 

mean to say that the order in whish we moved between these 
three villages was exactly as given above, but it is 
substantially corrects 


"We spent the night of 16 December19)) in a field 
before LOSHEIM, where we remained until approximately 
0430 hours of 17 December 19iie We passed through 
HONSFELD around 0600 hours and arrived in BUELLINGEN 
around 0800, I remenber that there was m American 
gasoline depot in BUELLINGEN where we refueled, From 
BUELLINGEN we proceeded in the direction of SCHOPPEN 
and from there to ONDENVAL and thence to THIRIMONT. 
From THIRIMONT we travelled in a northwestwardly 
direction until we came out on a road leading from 
MALMEDY to WAIMESe When we reached this WATMES road 
we turned to our left and travelled westwardly a few 
hundred meters until we came to a road intersection 
which I have located on the Bonn map above referred to 
at coordinates §1e5-02, From this intersection a road 
leads northwestwardly to MALMEDYs a road leads northeast~ 
wardly to WATMESs another road leads southwardly to 
LIGNEUVILLE (ENGELSDORF) and Ste Vithe 


"after maiing a left turnat this intersection to 

proceed in the direction of LIGNEUVILIE (ENGELSDORF) 
I observed this sceneg There was a house located on 
our righthand side of the road after making a left tum; 
there was an American truck headed in the direction ¢ 
MALMEDY parked on the road just north of the intersection; 
there was a colum of about 20 American trucks on our 
righthand side of the road south of the intersection headed 
towards LIONEUVILLE (ENGELSDORF).« I observed American 
soldiers standing near their vehicles and some marching 
towards the intersection with their hands upraised. I saw 
and heard no shooting at these prisoners while I was at 

roads. We were there only about five minutes, 

between 1200 hours and 1,00 hours 17 December 


"From the crossroads we travelled southwardly to 
LIGNEUVILLE (ENGEISDORF). While in LIGNEUVILLE (ENGELSDORF) 
I was able to knock out an enemy tank from which we were 
receiving fire with my Panzerfauste 


"From ENGELSDORF we travelled in the direction o& 
STAVELOT and spent the night of 17 December in a very small 
village just before reaching STAVEIOTe On the*morming of 
18 December 19; we drove through STAVEIOT toe LA GLBIZE. 

We arrived in LA GLEIZE around 100 hours. Our march column 
from STAVELOT to LA GLEIZE, as far as I recall, was as 
follows: 1st Platoon of the llth Panzer Grenadier Company 
followsd by a platoon of the 10th Panzer Grenadier Company 
then several Paathers, some other SPWs from the 10th Panzer 
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Grenadier Company, then the 2nd Platoon of the 11th 

Panzer Grenadier Company, then elements of the 9th, 

10th, 11th and 12th Panzer Grenadier Companye I am 

not sure about the march order of the vehicles behind us, 
except that a platoon of the 10th Panzer Grenadier Company 
was behind the 2nd Platoon of the 11th Panzer Grenadier 
Companye 


"We entered LA GLEIZE along the road leading from 
STAVELOT, which road is shom on a sketch I have drawn, 
which sketch is attached haeto as Exhibit "A" and made 
apart hereof, At the first intersection we reached in 
the tom of LA GLEIZE we turned to our left along a 
street which makes a circle around the churche As one 
travels this street in the direction we were going, the 
church is on the right side of the street. There is 
also a wall on the righthand side of the street around 
the cemetery to the side of the churche The church, the 
cemetery and the wall are more clearly shown on Exhibit "A" 
attached heretoe I forgot to mention that in BUELLINGEN 
I had changed from my SPW to the SPW of the platoon leaders 
At this time Rottenfuehrer WITTWER was leading the platoons 
In this SPW was also Rottenfuehrer FREIMUTH, Sturmann 
LASEN, Sturmmann NEUBAUER and Ie After making this left 
turn at the intersection above mentioned there are several 
houses on the righthand side of the street before one reaches 
the churche As we travelled dow this street I observed 
10 or 15 American prisoners of war standing unarmed in front 
of about the fifth house. Just as we were passing the house 
and the prisoners at a very low rate of speed, Rottenfuehrer 
WITTWER said, "These prisoners are to be shote" WITTWER 
immediately shot into the prisoners with his mchine pistol. 
Then he shouted to the rest of us, "Shoote" The rest of us 
in the SPW were armed with carbines, so when WITTWER shouted 
"Shoot" all d us opened fire on this group of American 
prisoners, We were travelling about five kilometers an 
hours I know these prisoners were Americans by the uniforms 
they wore. At the time we shot them, they were unarmed and 
they ‘were standing quietly in a group and obviously had 
been taken prisoner by elements of the colum ahead of use 
At the time we fired into them they were not attempting to 
escape and did nothing to provoke the shootinge Some of 
the group of Americans slumped to the ground, obviously 
hit, and as we continued on, I noticed that there was 
more firing into this same group of prisoners fron. tLe 
machine gun on the SPW directly behind use This SPW was 
from the 10th Panzer Grenadier Companys I know this 
because our SPW wae the last vernese in our platoon and 
I know A 
th 


aim at the 

only. one shote the ground and JI am I 

that my aim was good “and that I killed him. The shco 

I have just described took place at about 1,00 hours 18 
December 196 We did not stop in IA GLEIZE at-all but 
continued along the strest past the cemetery and turned 
to our left to proceed in the direction of CHENEUX. We 
spent the night of 18 Decen 2 CHENEUK and the next 
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morning returned to IA GLEIZE and travelled on towards 
STOUMONT. We spent an hour in the woods before STOUMONT 
and thn travelled through the woods until we got to the 
railroad station. We arrived at this railroad station 
around noon 19 Decemberl9j;. ‘In this vicinity I 
participated in an attack through the woods with the 
llth Panzer Grenadier Company but was unable to get 
through as we were opposed by three American tanks 

and a numerically superior infantry force. Then 
Rottenfuehrer WITTWER reported to Obersturmfuehrer 
PREUSS who was then commanding not only his 10th 

Panzer Grenadier Company but our company as well 
because our Company Commander, Obersturmfuehrer 

TOMHARDT had been wounded in STAVELOT on 18 Decembere 
Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS had his CP in a house next to 
the railroad statione When Rottenfuehrer WITTWER 
returned to us he reported that PREUSS had told him 
"Now the 11th Company is going to be "burned up! (verheizt)" 
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"We held our position in the woods near this railroad 
station until about 2100 hours 19 December, Then we with- 
drew and returned to CHENEUX. We stayed in and around 
CHENEUX until about 1700 hours 21 December when we had to 
retreat to LA GLEIZE and we spent the night of 21 December 
in the town of LA GLEIZE, At about 1030 hours on the 
morning of 22 December I was in a house in LA GILEIZE with 
Unterscharfuehrer SCHUMACHER and other men of our company. 
In the house next to us was Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS, At 
about this time a messenger came from Obersturmfuehrer 
PREUSS to Unterscharfuehrer SCHUMACHER and told SCHUMACHER 
that he had to report immediately to Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS, 
SCHUMACHER replied immediately, "Masche, Masche." This ex- 
pression was a favorite one of Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS. By 
this expression PREUSS shwed a light-hearted contempt and 
unconcern for the discomforts and sufferings of others. It 
was a very common expressim of Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS and 
was used by him frequently and when any of us heard the ex- 
pression we immediately thought of Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS. 
Unterscharfuehrer SCHUMACHER left and returned again in about 
ten minutes, saying, "There are 20 prisoners that have to be 
shot on orders - - masche, masche." It was obvious to all of 
us that the order could only have come from Obersturmfuehrer 
PREUSS, When Unterscharfuehrer SCHUMACHER made this statement 
we were in the cellar of the house I have referred to. Some 
of those present in the cellar with me were Unterscharfuehrer 
WIIFER, Grenadier WALTER, Sturmmann DIRNBERGER, Sturmann 
KUMPF, Grenadier SONNEBORN, Grenadier HAEHNEL, Sturmmann LASSEN, 
Sturmmann NEUBAUER, Sturmmann WAY anddhers whose names I do 
not recall. All of these men were from the llth Panzer Grena- 
dier Company, Then Unterscharfuehrer SCHUMACHER detailed five 
men to shoot these prisoners, The five who were detailed were 
Sturmmann KUMPF armed with a carbine; Grenadier WALTER, armed 
with a machine pistol, Grenadier SONNEBORN armed with a carbine, 
Grenadier HAZHNEL armed with a carbine and myself, also armd 
with a carbine. We were taken in charge by an Unterscharfuehrer 
from the 10th Panzer Grenadier Company. I knew this Unterschar- 
fuehrer by sight but not by name and I also knew that he was from 
the 10th Panzer Grenadier Company. The Unterscharfuehrer led us 
down the street towards the church and we entered the churchyard 
and there we saw 20 American prisoners of war lined up in one 
rank along the inside of the wall. They had their backs to the 
wall and were facing the church. Guarding them were men from 
the 10th Panzer Grenadier Company. When we arrived, the Unter— 
scharfuehrer relieved the guard detail of the 10th Panzer Grenadier 
Company. It seemed customary that Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS, who 
was commanding both the 10th and llth Panzer Grenadier Companies at 
that time, used the men of our llth Company for the "dirty wc 

were about 20 Ameri n this gr They wore A 

rms and were unarmed, re ection i hat they had 
their arms by their sides and not raised but was obvious 
that they had surrendered and were prisoners war, e took a 
position in front of these prisoners of war about ten meters away, 
the five ¢ us lining up in one rank facing the Americans, The 
Unterscharfuehrer in charge of our detail stood on our left, 
After we were lined up in this position the Jnterscharfuehrer told 
us that these prisoners were to be shot and he gave us the order, 
"Open fire!" As I have said, the Unterscharfuehrer was onar 
extreme left. Next to him stood Grenadier LT€R, then yrenadier 





SONNEBORN, then Grenadier HAEHNEL, then I, Sturmmann STOCK and 
on my right, Sturmmann KUMPF, At the command, I fired two 
well-aimed shots, one each at the foreheads of the two American 
prisoners standing directly in front of me. As I fired, both 
of them slumped to the ground. The Unterscharfuehrer and 
Grenadier WALTER, both of whom were armed with machine pistols, 
sprayed the entire line of American prisoners with machine pistol 
fire, I am positive that I hit the two men that I shot at in 
their heads. We were not allowed to apprach the victims and 
left when the Unterscharfuehrer told us to "scram", and return 
to the house from which you come!" The Unterscharfuehrer re- 
mained there at the scene. 


"Shortly after I had returned to the cellar of the house 
previously mentioned, I received an order from Unterscharfuehrer 
SCHUMACHER to attempt to find something to eat, I left and re- 
turned about an hour later without any food. Then Unterschar- 
fuehrer SCHUMACHER ordered me to report to Rottenfuehrer WITTWER, 
who was up in the woods. I went to the woods and there reported 
to Rottenfuehrer WITTWER that I was to be in his group. Around 
1500 hours that same day 22 December 1944, Rottenfuehrer WITTWER 
called to me, saying, "STOCK, come with me." I left with 
Rottenfuehrer WITTWER and a few minutes later we met another 
German soldier, whose name or organization I do not know. With 
him were two unarmed American prisoners of war, The German 
soldier approached Rottenfuehrer WITTWER, saying, "Rottenfuehrer, 
where shall I take these prisoners?" Rottenfuehrer WITTVER told 
him to "Beat it and we took charge of the two prisoners. At 
this time I was armed with my carbine and Rottenfuehrer WITTWER 
had his machine pistol. We marched these two prisoners up the 
street 70 to 80 meters and then to our right approximately 50 
meters to a bomb crater located in a pasture. Rottenfuehrer 
WITTWER placed me near the bomb crater and had the two prisoners 
stand on the edge of the bomb crater, with their backs to the 
crater, I stood facing the two American prisoners about ten 
meters away. WITTWER was about 10 meters to my right rear, making 
him about 20 meters from the 2 American prisoners, Then WITTWER 
said, "STOCK, you are going to shoot these two prisoners or I 
am going to shoot you." Thereupon I shot the two prisoners with 
my carbine. The first one fell dead immediately but not the 
second one. Then I shot the secondme again through the heart, 
This happened about 1500 hours 22 December 1944. WITTWER re- 
ceived wounds that same afternoon from shrapnel and died before 
the litter bearers reached him, 


"On that same afternoon, around 1700 hours, I witnessed the 
shooting of 6 to 8 prisoners of war with pistols, one shot after 
another, by drivers of the 10th and llth Pz Grenadier Company. 

i, Rottenfuehrer 
Theo CHKE, narfuehrer De enfuehrer Theo 
RAU. The d her two drive were from the 10th Company and I do 
not know their names. This shooting took place in the area where 
the SPW's of the 10th and 11th Companies were parked and the 
drivers usually stayed close together and near their vehicles. I 
recognized three of the men as drivers of the 11th Company and I 
therefore assumed that the others were drivers from the 10th 
Company. Also present was the Motor Sergeant ¢& the 11th Company, 
Unterscharfuehrer SIGMUND, The other men in the group that fired 





were known to me by sight but I did not know their names, 
I do know that they were in the 10th Panzer Grenadier Com- 
peny. 


"I spent the night of 22 December in my position in the 
woods. Around 0700 hours 23 December I happened to pass the 
foxhole of Unterscharfuehrer KLIPP of the llth Panzer Grenadier 
Company and heard him give an order to shoot 10 American 
prisoners of war, I saw these prisoners of war standing about 
20 meters away from KLIPP's foxhole, They were being guarded 
but I do not remember by whom, I also heard Unterscharfuehrer 
KLIPP say that these prisoners were to be shot behind a house 
to which he pointed, Later, around noon, I saw the bodies of 
10 American soldiers lying on the ground behind the house to 
which KLIPP had pointed, I do not know who shot these 10 men 
but I know that Unterscharfuehrer KLIPP had no men from any 
other company in his group and the men guarding the prisoners and 
around him at his foxhole at the time he gave the order were only 
men from his group of the llth Panzer Grenadier Company. These 
10 American soldiers that I saw lying on the ground behind the 
house were dead, 


"After seeing these 10 dead soldiers, I entered this same 
house behind which they were lying and in the house I saw two 
dead civilians, eachd whom was still sitting on a chair. 

Both of these civilians were men about 60 years of age. Later, 
Unterscharfuehrer KLIPP boasted that he had let someone shoot 
them. 


"we left LA GLETZE on foot on the night ¢ 23-24 December 
1944, going in the direction of WANNE, 


"In further explanation of my drawing which is marked 
Exhibit "A", the following information is given. 


"Numeral 1 and the line of arrows marks our route of 
march through LA GLEIZE on 18 December 1944 


No. 2 - The house in front d@ which we shot about 10 to 
15 American prisoners of war around 1400 18 
December 1944 


The house where SCHUMACHER received the order 
to report to PRZUSS and from which the detail 
left to shoot the 20 American prisoners along 
the cemetery wall. 


Obersturmfuehrer PREU 
The church 


The lineup d the 20 American prisoners shot 
around 1100 hours 22 December 1944 


The lineup of the Unterscharfuehrer from the 
10th Company and the detail from the llth 
Company which shot these 20 prisoners. 


Spot where Rottenfuehrer WITTWER and I mt 
the German comrade with the two American 





"No. 9 - The route along which WITTWER and I marched 
these two Americans before they were shot. 


No. 10- The bomb crater where I shot the two American 
prisoners of war, 


No, 1l- Place where I witnessed the shooting of 6 to 8 
American prisoners by Rottenfuehrer FREINUTH, 
Rottenfuehrer DUTSCHKE, Rottenfuehrer RAU and 
Unterscharfuehrer SIGNUND. 


No, 12~ The foxhola of Unterscharfuehrer KLIPP 


No. 13- The house behind which the 10 American prisoners 
were sl on orders of Unterscharfuehrer KLIPP 
and the house in which I saw the 2 dead civilians. 


"I make this statement voluntarily and of my own free will. 
I have not been subjected to force, threats or duress of any 
kind. No promises of reward or immunity from prosecution have 
been made to me, 


NT swear before God that the facts in this affidavit are 
true @nd I am prepared to repeat them under oath in any court 
of justice. 


"(signed) Herbert STOCK 
15 March 1946 


"sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 15th day of March 1946 
at Schwaebisch Hall, Ger. 


(Signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt. cup", 


(Whereupon the statement was read in German by Mr. Thon.) 





a 


( ‘MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence two pic- 


ture affidavits executed by the accused, Herbert Stock, identify- 


ing photos of accused Georg Preuss and Oswald Siegmund, request 
that they be attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit 
Nos. 96-B and 96-C respectively. 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense there is no objection 
to the picture affidavits or necessity for reading the same. It 
is further stipulated that the photographs are those d the accused 
Preuss and Siegmund, 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibits 
offered by the prosecution will be received in evidence and will 
be marked 96-B and P-96-C respectively. 

(Whereupon the documents referred to were received in evidence 
as Prosecution Exhibit Nos. 96-B and 96-C, are attached hereto and 
made a part of the record.) 

WR. ELOWITZ: You may cross examine, 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Mr. Wahler): 

Q Captain, who acted as interpreter for you during the 
period of time that this statement was dictated? 

A I don't remember. 

How long were you present at the time that the statement 
was dictated? 

A I dictated this statement in English to a stenographer, 
in English, in Stock's presence, from information given me by 
Stock. I would guess that probably took a half day, but I am not 
sure. Then the English statement, after it had been transcribed, 
was turned over to an interpreter who dictated it in German to 
Stock. How long it took Stock to write that in longhand, I don't 


(Shumacker - Gross) 





2 Were you present at all times when Stock was dictated 
the statement? 

A Sure I was present, I dictated it, 

Q That is, you dictated the English to the interpreter 
and the interpreter translated it, is that correct? 

A That is not correct, I dictated it to a stenographer, 
not to an interpreter. 

Q Were you present at all times when the interpreter dic- 
tated the statement to the accused? 

A No, sir, only at intervals. 

Q How long a period of time did it take to dictate this 
statement to Stock? 

A By the interpreter? 

Q Yes. 

A That I don 't know, 

Q Were you present at the time that this sketch was pre- 
pared (indicating)? 

A Yes. That sketch was prepared in my office by Stock. 

Q Did the paper that was given, or the chart that was given 
to gtock contain any symbols or figures on it at the time it was 
given to him? 

A As I recall, the original sketch was drawn on a piece of 
white cardboard. As far as I know, as far as I remember there was 
no mark on. the cardboard. I think that Stock had previousiy 


drawn perhaps two or three sketches on smaller pieces of paper 


and consolidated all that information on this one sketch, but I am 


not sure about that. 
Q Will you look at this chart. Did this line appear, this 


(Shumacker - Cross) 





line here (indicating) -- the roadways, did those lines appear on 


the chart prior to the accused inking them in? 

A I don't. know, It looks to me like he drew in the sketch 
in pencil and then drew over it in ink. 

Q Of yur own knowledge, however, you don't recall, is that 
correct? 

A I only recall thet he was handed this piece of cardboard 
that you have, Whether he put the pencil marks on there first or 
the ink marks, I don't know, 

0 Did this piece of paper, when it wes given to him, have 
any markings on it? 

A Not that I remember. 

MR. WAHLER: Nothing else. 

DEFENSE: Nothing further on cross. 

WR. ELOWITZ: Nothing on redirect. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? There appear to 
be none; the witness is excused, 
(Whereupon the excused witness withdrew. ) 


fi ease 


Marcelin Renard. 


“yr. ELOWITZ: Prosecution calls as its next witness 


MARCELIN RENARD, @ Belgian civilian, called as a witness 
for the Prosecution, being first duly sworn, testified through an 
interpreter as follows: 

DIRECT EXAW 
IS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Elowits): 
state your full name and occupation? 
Marcelin Renard, rural street cleaner or street keeper. 
Where do you live? 
A Gleize. 


(IMarcelin Renard - Direct) 





Q 
A 
Q 


A 


In which country is LaGleize? 

In Belgium, 

How long have you lived in LaGleize, Belgium? 

Since 34 years, 

Did you live in LaGleize in December 1944? 

No. I didn't live in LaGleize the 20th of December. 


I left there the 18th and returnedm the 26th. 


(Marcelin Renard - Direct) 





Take 138 
June 4/AB:1 


Q Why did you leave Le Gleize? 
A ] was afraid of the Germans. 
¢ You stated you returned to La Gleize the 26th of December. 
What did you do when you returned? 
A After 1 returned 1] went to see my brother-in-law. 
¢ Did you enter the house of your brother-in-law? 
Yes. 
What did you see when you entered the house? 
1 saw three corpses. 


Did you see the three corpses when you entered the hou 


Then you only saw two bodies when you entered the house, 
that correct? 


Yes, that is right, two bodies. 


Deseri the position in whic! 





Take 138 
Tune 4, AB32 


A Approximately 350. 

Q In the month of December 1944, did you see or hear of another 
instence in La Gleize where two civilians were found shot to death 
under similer circumstances? 

A No. 

MR. ELOWITZ: Gross-exemine. 


COLONEL EVERETT: pr, Leer desires to cross-oxemine. 


CROSS EXAMINATION 
(Dr. Leer) 
1 you 1 

By bicycle. 

Did you ¢ é you remain in th 
of December,in the vicinity? 

MR. ELOWTZ: Just a moment. f ur Honor pleas would 
like to kmow the purpose for this line of questioning. 1 object to the 
uestion. 

DR. LEER: The mee ning of 8 sstion will be ex ined by 


the following question. 





Take 138 
June 4-AB-3 
PHESIDENT: The objection is overruled. 


Yes. 
DR. LEER: Please describe what damage was caused to the house 

in which you found the three dead nersons. 
eS Hardly any damage whatsoever. The windows were broken and 


the door had been thrown into the house. 


Q What do you know about when the artillery fire on ba Gleize 


Do you know when the American troops left La Gleize? 


No, 1 didn't see any ricans at La Gleize. 1 le 


LEER: Witness, counsel does not understand your answer. 
The wit ; he left La Gleize before the Americans. Does that 
mean before the Americans left La Gleize or before the Americans came 
to La Gleize? 
A At the time 1 left La Gleize the Americans hadn't arrived yet. 
i Vere in the house in which the witness found the three dead 
persons also dead Americans? 
A No. 
i the outside wall 
only the windows 


Ri Than} 





that he has testified to is the finding of three bodies. Ths testimony 
fails to disclose who committed or perpetrated the cri and it also 


fails to disclose the time of the commission of the crime. That jis all. 


MR. ELOWITZ: Jf it please the Court, vrior to the testimony 


of this witness, evidence was submitted into the record in which two 
people were found shot, were seen sitting, shot to death in one of the 
houses. The evidence was in the statement of Herbert Stock in which a 
perpetrator, and the time and place were named, the circumstances in 
this particular Icilling were so unusual and, further, the fact thet the 
witness testified that no other similar circumstences re discovered 
in La Gleize, tends to corroborate this 1 ' testimony t 

the statement of Stock, and 

bodies discovered by this witn 


least it is su 


The motion of the defense is 


SSIDENT: Anything further from 
VERETT: 


Nothing further 


RESIDENT: he Prosecution? 





A 1 only saw the blood in the bed. She was wounded in her body 
but where ] didn't notice. 
Was your sister lying in bed? 
A No, she had fallen off the bed and somewhat resting or some- 
what leaning cn the bed, 
Q Wes she undressed or dressed? 


She was dressed. 


How do you come to the conclusion that she had fallen out 


ELOWITZ: 1 object to that question, may i 


immaterial, irrelevant - 
PRESIDENT: Objection is sustained. 
DR. RAU: Thank you. 
y further questions 
Nothing further. 
“rosecution. 
BLOWITZ: Nothing further. 
EXAMINATION BY TH COURT 
UESTIONS BY COLONEL ROSENFELD: 


La Uleize 





REDIRECT EXAMINATION 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUT] ON: (ilr, Elowitz) 


Q Q Are you the same Hans Rineck who previously testified at 
this triel? 
A Yes. 
Q You previously testified that you were communicati on's leader 
in your Battelion, Adjutant's SPW, is that correct? 
A Yes. 
Cen you recall where you and your company were on the after- 


e 18th of December, 1944? 


been blown up, and just before this bridge the armored ¢ 


head came to a standstill. 


en hour. 


at olace, did you see anything 


unusual? 


(Rineck-direct) 





Teke 138 
AB .£7 


the name of Paul 4wigart came running. Zwigart grabbed the American, 


who was feigning death, out by the coller and dragged him out of the 
jeep and pushed him along in front of him, and the American raised his 
hends above his head as a sign of surrender. 4Zwigart went to the right 
side of the road and together with one of my radio operators 1 carried 
the dead assistant driver to the left side of the road. As 1 put dow 
the body of the dead American on the left side of the road, near the 
edge of the wood, ] heard shots fired on the right side of the road. 
1 looked towards the right and 1 saw Zwigart firi ag shots from his pi 
tol, which he had aimed st the American. The American collapsed under 
the fire. 1 came back and stood in front of my SP; there were some 


of my comrades from my SPW standing there as wel Ll, among them the 
Rottenfuehrer Assenmacher from the SPW, the man who at that time we 
Battalion Commander. Paul 4wigart came running towards me. 
Paul Zwigart, "Why did you shoot him?" He answered, "You do not under- 
stand this, in an armored spear a you cannot bother with a single 
orisoner of war." 
far was the American from % art when he shot him? 
About three to four ces ahead of him. 


Hid you ever have a conversation with 4y 


this incident? 


identify Paul 





Take 138 
AB-8 


Paul Zwigart is wearing the Number 74. 


PRESIDENT: Number 74 stend up =~ Sit down. 


MR. ELOW1TZ: Do you know what the duti es of 4wigart in the 


Battalion at the time of the incident, that you described, were? 
A Zwigert was the driver of the SPW of the Battalion Commander 
of the 3rd Battalion, 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment L.S.S.A.H, 
‘ Do you know the name of that Battalion Commander? 
A Our Battelion Commander was at that time Hauptsturmfuehrer 
Josef Diefenthal. 
WR. ELOWITZ: You may cross-examine. 
PRESIDENT: Court will recess until 1330. 


(Whereupon the Court recessed at 1200 hours) 





AFTERNOON SESSION 

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1330 hours) 

PRESIDENT: Take your seats. The Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show 
that all members of the Court; all members of the Prosecution; all 
members of the Defense, with the exception of Mr Strong,who is absent 
on business of the Defense, are present. All the Defendants and the 
reporter, are presents 


PROSECUTION: The Prosecution recalls Hans Rineck to the 


HANS RINECK, was recalled as a witness for the prosecution 
and resumed the stand. He was reminded that he was still under oath 
and testified further through an interpreter as follows: 

PROSECUTION: You may Cross—axamine. 

RECROSS EXAMINATION: 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:(Captain Narvid) 
Q At the time the American Jeep ran into your vehicle was 
there any combat in that area 7? 


No» 


A 
Q Were you then under fire ? 
A 


No. 
Q As a matter of fact weren't the Americans quite close to 
you then ? 


A 


Q Did you not any firing from small arms or artillery 
from the Americans 7? 

A No. 

Q Did you not state on direct, that you heard small arms 
fire on the left side of the road where you took the dead Ameriéan ? 

A No I did not say that. 

Q How mich time elapsed between the time that Zwigart pulled 
the American out of the Jeep and the time he was shot ? 
(Rineck-recross) 


* 
icodo 





It might have lasted about three minutes. 

How far away were you from Zwigart all that time ? 

10 meters - about 10 meters. 

Do you know where Zwigart took the American after removing 
him from the Jeep ? 

A I lost sight of Zwigart - I was carrying the dead man 
towards the left side of the road and I therefore could not simltan- 
eously look on the right side of the road where Zwigart was taking 
the American. 

Q In other words, for a short while - for a short period of 
time, or for about a minute or two you did not see Zwigart ? 


A Yes. 


Q Therefore, you would not know whether Zwigart during that 


period received any orders ? 

A I could not say that because I did not hear any of that. 

Q How close were you to Zwigart when he shot the American ? 

A I was about 10 meters away when he shot the American. 

Q You stated on direct examination that after the shooting 
you asked Zwigart why he did it - is that correct 7? 

A Yese 

Q As a matter of fact, did you not after the shooting, run 
over to the American's body and commence to search the American for 
loot ? 

PROSECUTION: (mr ELOWITZ) May it please the court, the 


Prosecution objects to that question on the grounds that it is irrelevs 


relevar 


and immaterial to the iss 
DEFENSEs(Capt NARVID). May it please the Court 1 am asking 
this question with respect to the truth and veracity of the witness. I 
intend to connect it upe 
PRESIDENT: Objection sus 
QUESTIONS BY ENSEs(Dr LEER) 
Q Did fighter bombers attack La Gleiae ? 


(Rineck-recross ) 
eb? 





A No not in La Gleize, but we were attacked in Cheneux, 


Near Cheneux and partly inside. That is whore the bombing attacks 
were made. 


Q Can you tell us when that was ? 

That was about 1 hour before the shooting of the American. 

Can you also give the hour in this connection ? 

It was about 3.30. 

Do you know what the purpose of this attack was ? 

PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ) May it please the Court we 
object to that question. 

PRESIDENT: Sustained. 

Q Were you shocked by this occurrence of Zimmer shooting 
the American 7? 

PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ) May it please the Court we also 
object to that question: it has nothing to do with the material issues 
in this case. 

PRESIDENT: Objection over-ruled. 

Q I will repeat my question - were you shocked by this 
incident in which Zimmer shot the American ? 

A As I have already stated before, as a soldier I have seen 
so many cases of death, so to say I was shocked would not be the 
right word. 

Q His behavior struck you as being unusual, justifiably so 
did it not ? 

A Yes. 

Q You were not able to observe that type of incident in 
large numbers previously ? 

A I had never seen it before in my whole career as a soldier. 


QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE: (Dr HERTKORN) 


Q If I understand it cérrectly you stated that your colum 


was pointing towards the east ? 


(Rineck- recross) 





9 


tes, that might have been about the direction. 
You stopped in front of the bridge that was'out'? 
Yes, before the'blown! bridge. 


How far was this blowm bridge away from the point of the 


The incident which I have described occurred before we 
actually reached this bridge. It might have been about one and a half 
kilometers before we reached the bridge. 

Q Then how was it Possible for a Jeep to come out around 
and strike the colum from there ? 

PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ) We object to that question may 
it please the Court ~ the witness is not in a position to answer. 

PRESIDENT. Objection sustained. 

Where did that Jeep come from 7? 

PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ). May it please the Court that 
is the same question asked previously. 

PRESIDENT. No it is not. The objection is not sustained, 

A I don't know. 
QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE:(Capt NARVID) 

Q Do you know whether the American Soldier was killed by 
Zimmer ? 

A I saw the American collapse as he was shot at by the M.Pi 
of Zimmer but I did not approach the body proper: I only saw it lying 
there from the middle of the road. 


ou recall b & examined by me several weeks ago 7? 


Q Do you recall me asking you whether you took a watch from 
the American soldier ? 

A No you did not ask me that. 

Q Do you recall your telling me that you searched the American 
soldier's body ? 


(Rineck-recross) 





PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ) May it please the Court we 
object to that question if the defense does not bring in collateral 
issues to test the credability of this witness, and not proceed 
along this line of questioning as to whether this witness searched the 
body, or took a watch ~ it is immaterial and irrelevant to the issues 
at stake. 

DEFENSE:(Capt.NARVID). May it please the Court this 
witness admitted the fact on being examined by me previously. I am 
merely trying to test his credibility and for truth and veracity. 

LAW MEMBER: Have you the transcript of the testimony 
taken at that time ? 

DEFENSEs(Capt NARVID) I cannot find it, may it please 
the court. I believe the stenographer has her notes. 

LAW MEMBER: Do you remember the exact wording - only 


by using the exact words can you test the credibility of this witness. 


If you can remember the exact words to the question and the answer, 


then you may proceed. One last question: "Was the statement under 
Oath" 2? 
DEFENSE:(Capt. NARVID) Yes. 
PRESIDENT: Sustained. 
DEFENSE: Will the reporter read the last question ? 
(Whereupon the reporter read the last question as follows:"Do you 
recall your telling me that you searched the American soldier's body?") 
A I never made this statement in your interrogation: in 
fact I would be in a position to prove the opposite to yous 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION(Mr ELOWLTZ) 
Q At the time of the incident you described - of the shooting 
by Zimmer*=- how long were you a member of the Division ISSAH ? 
A I have beena member of th 1 since October 19h). 
Q Have you ever been in combat with the LSSAH previous to 


(Rineck-redirect) 


4270 





# 139 
8S. h. 6. 


this campaign ? 

A No, I never was in combat. 

Q Did you adhere to any other SS organization prior to 
October 19), ? 

A Before that I was for a short time in a Signal outfit 
attached to the SS before I was forced into the SS. 

EXAMINATION BY THE COURT: 

QUESTIONS BY LAW MEMBER: 

Q What were the weather conditions like on 18 December lok ? 

A Weather conditions on 18 December } afternoon were such 
that the clouds just opened up and thus the air attack was made 
possible. 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:(Capt NARVID) 


Q When I interrogated you Rineck, how many other people were 


present in the room ? 
A Two ladies were present and this gentleman sitting next 
to you (indicating Mr Walters.) 
DEFENSE: No further questions 
PROSECUTION: Nothing further 
PRESIDENT: There appear to be no further 
questions. The witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew) . 

PROSECUTION: The Prosecution recalls as its next witness 
Hans Assennacher. 

HANS ASSENMACHER, was recalled as a witness for the 
Prosecution: was resworn and testified further through an interpreter 
as follows: 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (Mx ELOWITZ) 
Q Are you the same Hans Assertmacher who has previously 
ied in this case ? 


(Assenmacher-redirect) 


leTi 





A Yes. 

Q And you previously testified that you were radioman -radio 
operator in the vehicle of your Battalion Commander Hauptsturmfuehrer 
Diefenthal is that correct ? 


A Yes. 


Q Can you recall where you were with your Company on the 


afternoon of 18 December 19), ? 


A Yes. 


(Assenmacher-redi rect) 





Q Where were you? 
A We were within the point of the tank colum, several 
kilometers west of Cheneux, 
Q What happened at that place? 
A The tank column got stuck because a bridge was blown just 
in frontiof us. 
What were your duties at that time? 


I was sitting dowm there in the half track next to the 


Whose vehicle was it? 

That was the vehicle of battalion commander Diefenthal, 

Who was riding in the vehicle besides you at that particular 
time? 

A Besides me in the same vehicle were Hauptsturmfuehrer 
Diefenthal, Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper, and Unterscharfuehrer 
Fackelmeyer. The driver was Rottenfuehrer Zwigart. 

Q Did anything umisual happen while you were parked at 
that place? 

A Yes. 

Q Describe what happened? 5 

A We had been standing in the road for a few minutes already 
when somebody out front suddenly started calling, “Americans are 
shooting", 

Q Will you repeat y 

been standing on the road 1 mimtes 


+ 


when somebody from the tank out front started suddenly to shout, 


“Americans, shoot", I tried to get to my machine gun but by that 


time that I had getten into position another machine gun was already 
firing. I permitted myself to get back to the seat and look 


through the porthole to see what was going on. I saw an America 


(Assenmacker=redirect ) 





Jeep drive pass the two Panthers which were standing on the right 
Side of the road in front of us and I saw them drive up to the SPW 
of the adjutant on the left side of the road. Shortly thereafter 


the men from the Panther and SPW approached the Jeep, I saw 


Rottenfuehrer Zwigart, who was also dom there, walk over to the Jeep 


and pull the American, who was driving the Jeep, out from behind there. 
The assistant driver appeared to be dead and was carried out by 
another man or by two other men, Rottenfuehrer Zwigart then took 
the American in front of our vehicle and went to the back of the SPW 
and there said to Sgt, Fackelmeyer, “Paul, give me a machine pistol", 
S$. Fackelmeyer gave him a machine pistol, Zwigart went back to the 
American who was standing at our vehicle. He pushed him along in 
front of him, the American turned around briefly and Zwigart motioned 
for him to go ahead. After the American had walked forward two or 
three paces, Zwigart shot him down with a burst from his machine 
pistol, Then he returned to the SPW and handed the machine pistol 
back ups 

Q How far from where you were sitting was the place where 
Zwigart shot the American? 

A Apout four meters. 

Q Were you in a position to observe whether your passengers, 


Peiper and Diefenthal were in back of the vehicle, at that time? 


the vehicle and asked for the 
Peiper or Diefenthal make any statement to 2wiga 
No. +hey said nothing. 
Q When Zwigart marched the American over towards your 
vehicle did you hear any shouting? 


A Yes. I heard some people yell, "Paul, bump him off." 


(Assenmacher—redirect ) 





Q Will you describe the manner in which Peiper and Diefenthal 
were sitting in the rear of the vehicle? 

A Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper was sitting on the right side 
facing the direction they were driving, on the bench, on top of 
several blankets which were folded up. 

Q Was his head above or below the sides of the vehicle? 

A It was above the wall of the vehicle. 

Q Was Diefenthal's head above or below the side of the 
vehicle? 

A At the last instant I saw him he was bending over above 
a@ map and was not able to see above the side of the vehicle, 

Q At the time of the incident that you have described, 
the shooting by Zwigart, did you see or hear any other shooting, 
other than the shooting by Zwigart? 


Noe 


A 
Q Could you identify Zwigart if you saw him again? 
A 


Yes. 
Q Will you please look to the left at the accused and identify 
Zwigart if you can? 
A Zwigart is wearing number 7h. 
Q Request the Court to have number 7) stand up. 
PRESIDENT: Number 7 stand up. 


(Whereupon the accused did as directed.) 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (MR. ELOWITZ) 

Q could you Peiper if you 

A Yes. 

Q Will you please look to your left and identify Peiper, 
if you can? 

A He has number 1)2, 


Q Could you identify Diefenthal if you were to see him ag&in? 


(Assenmacher=redirect ) 





Yes, 

What number is he wearing? 

He has number 10. 

MR. ELOWITZ: You may examines 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:(DR. LEER) 
Q When and by whom were you first interrogated? 
A I was first interrogated 28 Jamary by the chief 
Prosecutor over there (indicating), I don't know the name, 
Q Did you say at that interrogation also that at that hour 
Colonel Peiper was looking over the side of the vehicle? 

MR. ELOWITZ: May it please the Court, the Prosecution 
objects to the question, The witness is here under oath and has 
testified to what he has seen and heard, It is certainly immaterial 
and irrelevant what he may have said at some previous time, I+ is 
also improper impeachment of the witness. 

DR. LEER: Anything the witness says can derive only from 
his memory and it is particularly important in the case of this 
witness to show and prove, if necessary, that his memory is not 
in the same condition now as it has been, I, therefore, ask the 
Court to permit me to ask this question, 

LAW MEMBER: Will the reporter please read the last two 
questions and answers, previous to the question objected to? 

questions and answers read,) 
jection is overruled, 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (DR. LEER) 


Q Do you still remember my question? 


A Yes. Iwas first interrogated on the 28th of January 


by this chief Prosecuter over there (indicating) and I wasn't asked 
about this subjéct at that time, 


(Assenmacher-redtnest ) 





Q ‘hen were you first asked about this matter? 

A February th or 5Sthe 

Q Did you at that time remember the fact that Colonel 
Peiper was looking over the sides of the vehicle with his head? 

MR. ELOWITZ: May it please the Court, the witness never 
testified that Peiper was looking over the side of the vehicle, 
As I recall his testimony he stated his head was above the side of 
the vehicle. Prosecution objects to the questione 

PRESIDENT: The objection is sustained, 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (DR. LEER) 

Q I will try to rephrase my question, that is, in the same 
manner that I first asked it. Did you, at that interrogation, 
remember exactly that Colonel Peiper had his head above the side of 
the vehicle? 

A At that time, I was not asked whether Colonel Peiper had 
his head over the sides of the vehicle but only whether he was in 
a position to observe what was happening out front in the street 
and I had to answer this question affirmatively. 

Q Where were you sitting at the time when Colonel Peiper 
had his head over the side of the vehicle? 

A Iwas sitting out front at the seat of the a stant driver. 

Q What were your duties? 

A I didn't have anything to do at the time because, at that 

At what instant was that? 
At the instant when the point of the colum,— when we 


all closed up the column. 


Q At that moment, as you stated, you also looked at the Jeep 


i even attempted to shoot, is that not so? 
A That is correct, We were standing there for quite a whiles 


senmacher=recr¢ 
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Q Where did Colonel Peiper first step into the SPW of 
Diefenthal? 


A Colonel Peiper entered our SPW on the 17th, in the morning 


and it might have been something after 9 o'dock. 

Q Where was that? 

A I don't remember the exact location. It was either 
in front of Honsfeld or Buellingen, 

Q Who was near you? 

MR. ELOWITZ: May it please the Court, we object to this 
line of questioning. I fail to see the materiality of it. ‘he 
witness testified that at the time of the shooting Peiper and 
Diefenthal were in the vehicle. 

LAW MEMBER: It occurs to the Court that this witness has 
now been on the stand several times, involving instances over the 
entire route of the colum, I believe on other occasions when he 
was on the stand he was not cross examined, kmowing that he would 
be later brought to the stand again. Under those circumstances, 

I think he can be cross examined as to all the matters he has 
testified to, so far, on direct examination, 

DR. LEER: Will the reporter please read my question, 

I have forgotten it. 
reupon the question was read.) 


WITNESS: I only know for sure thz 
adjutant, executive officer, w near us3 becaus 

to get out of the SPW of the commanding officer and get 
other ones 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: 


Q Why did you. have to.change vehicles anc m vehicle 


into what vehicle? 





Q Where was that? 

& That was on a road or near a road near Honsfeld or 
Buellingen. 

Q When did you get into the -~ back into the SPW of Diefenthal? 

A I got into the SPW again in Buellingen itself. When the 
SPW was standing next to a church refuelinge 

Q Upon whose orders? 

A Upon orders of Sgt. Fackelmeyer, because one of the 
radio operators had been wounded. 

Q Did Colonel Peiper remain in the vehicle of Diefenthal 
at all times or did he get from one vehicle into another one through 
out the march, that is. 

A During those two days, 17th to the 19th, early in the 


morning Colonel Peiper remained in our vehicle at all times. 


Q I have.one final question and I wish to apologize in case 


I am reprimanded by the Court, Are you sick? 
A Noe 

Then why are you shaking? 

MR. ELOWITZ: That is objected to. The Prosecution moves 
to have stricken from the recerd the previous question and answer, 
beginning with the question, "Are you sick?" 

PRESL Ts The questions and answer will be stricken and 
the objection is 

questions. 
SE COUNSEL: Nothing further from the Defense, 

MR. ELOWITZ: No further redirect examination, 

PRESIDENT: Amy questions by the Court? Apparently not, 
the witness is excused. 


(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew, ) 
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PROSECUTION: The Prosecution recalls Kurt Plohmann as its 


next witness, 


KURT PLOHMANN, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, 


being first duly sworn, testified further through an interpreter 
as follows: 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (MR. ELOWITZ) 

Q You are the same Kurt Plohmann who has previously 
testified in this trial? 

A Yese 

Q You previously testified that you were a member of the 
1st Company, 1st Panzer Regiment, is that correct? 

Yese 

Were you with the first Company on the 18th December 19);))? 

Yes, 

Can you recall where you were on that day? 

Yess 

Will you state where you were? 

A Our tank was put out of action in Stavelot on the 18th 
December» 
Q What did you do after that? 
A I then entered a SPW, half track and went along on this 
SPW until La Gleize and through La Gleize until Cheneux and there 
shortly in fr 

Where did you ¢ fter the air attack? 

Arter the air attack we continued towards Cheneux and 
near the forest a tank of the first Company drove pass our SPW 
and the commander of this*tank, as he passed by, called over to the 
SPW, "All members of the 1st, Company wh vehicles h 


out of action, get on the tanks," The whole point of the tank 


(Flohmann-redirect ) 





column stopped shortly in front of a curve and I then got out of 
the SPW and got on the tank of Sgt. Strehlow., Tech. Sgt. Strehlow 


was from the Ist Company, 


Q Did you See anything umsual after you climbed up on 


Strehlow's Panther? 

A Yes. _ 

Q Describe what you saw? 

A We stopped for a short wile and then an American Jeep 
approached us coming from the opposite direction. The point of the 
tank column opened fire on this Jeep, One American soldier driving 
in the Jeep was killed immediately. The second soldier in the 
Jeep played dead and had taken about this position (indicating). 
Thereupon a man from a SPW came down to the Jeep and pulled the 
soldier out of the Jeep by his collar, The German soldier then shot 
the American soldier with a machine Pistol on a small side road 
next to the highway. 

Q While the German soldier was marching the American 
soldier from the Jeep, did you hear any shouting? 

A I can't remember that. 

Q How far away was the American soldier from the German 
soldier when he was shot by the latter? 

A He might have been three or four paces away, 


How far away were you from the place where the Am 


35 to lO meters possibly. 
Do you know anybody from the crews of these SPW's? 
No, I didn't know anybody? 
MR. ELOWITZ: You may cross examine, 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 


3 (LT, COL. I 





Q Just before this American soldier was shot he tried 
to escapes to the woods; is that correct? 

A He didn't attempt to escape. The German soldier 
motioned to him that he was to run tovard--that he was supposed 
to go towards the woods. 

Q Do you remember being interrogated by some officers 
and people sitting at this tabie about threes weeks ago? 

4 Yess 

Q Do you remember being questioned about this sam inci- 
dent that you have just testified about? 

A Yes. 

Q ere you asked this question: "Did you ses any other 
incident in the Sifel Offensive where P.\!.'s or civilians wre 
shot?" 

A ‘ith tho exception of the cases which I told the De- 
fenso about, nos 


Q Well, do you remember making this statement: "There 


is another case. That was after La Gleize. We passed through 


La Gleize on the 18th and were attacked by fighter bombers. We 
then proceeded eastward and cam there into the woods. The spear- 
head,two tanks, stopped. 5: jes throes or four SPii's were stand- 
ing there." I intend to continue reading the answer but I want 
to ask if he remembers up to that point. 

A Yese 

2 And then making this statement: "All of a sudden a 
jeep in which two American soldiers were sitting drove toward us 
at pretty high speed." 

A Yes. 

Q "It stoppé@d shortly in front of our tank and the SPiy's 
opened fire." 


A Yess 


( Plohmann - Recross} 





Q "The one soldier in the jeep was hite The American 
who was sitting on the right side beside the driver jumped out 
of the jeep, wanted to run to the woods, and was shot." Do you 
remember making that statement? 

4A Noe. 


DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further from the Defense. 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION(Me. Blowitz) 

Q Plohmann, at the time you spokes to the Defense Counsel, 
referring to the conversation which he just mentioned to you, wre 
you under oath? 

A Yes. 

Q At ths tims the German shot the American with the M.P.--- 


(Off the record discussion.) 


QUESTIONS BY FROSECUTION (Mr. BLOWITZ) 


Q Plohmann, you stated that you were under oath at the 
tims you spoke to the Defense Counsel. How were you sworn, do you 
recall? 

A I misunderstood the question. I wasn't put under oath 
by the Defense Counsel. 

Q Now I direct your attention to the statement you made 
previously, that the German soldier motioned to the American to 
take off for the woods just before he shot him. Will you demon- 
strate in what manner he motioned to him 

A He had grabbed the soldier behind on the collar and 
pointed with his hand for him to run in the direction of the forest 
and gave hima little push. 

Q How far did tne American go before he was shot? 

A The man made about two or three or four steps. Taken 
two or three or four steps. 

MR. BLOWITZ: That is ail. 


( Plohmann - Rediract) 
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PRESIDENT: Any questions by the court? 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further from the Defense. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently 
none. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from 
the court room.) 

MR. ELOWITZ: The Proseoution recalls its witness, lst 
Lt. WILLIAM R. PERL. 

LST LT. WILLIAM Re PERL, recalled as a witness for the 
Prosecution, having been previously sworn, testified further as 
follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedig s 
were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.) 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY SR. SLOWITZ: 

Q You are reminded you sro still under oath? 

4 Yes, sir. 

Q In the course of your interrogation at I.P. Noe 2 
Schwasbiscn Hall did you ever have occasion to interrogate a person 
by ths name of Paul Zwigart? 

A Yes, sire 

Q Did Paul Zwigart make a statement to you? 

Yes, sire 

Yas tho statement oral or written? 

He made an oral statement first and the 
was taken into a written statement. 

Q Could you identify Paul Zwigart if you were to see him 
again? 

A Yes, sir. 

Will you look over at the accused on your left and identify 
Paul Zwigart? 


A He is wearing No. 74. 


(Lt. Perl - Redirect) 1264 





MR. ELOWITZ: THe Prosecution hands the reporter a writ- 
ten instrument and requests that it be marked Prosecution's Ex- 
hibit No. 97 for identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to above was marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-97 for Identification.) 

QUESTIONS BY YR. BLOWIT2Z: 

a Lt. Peri, I hand you a written instrument marked 
Prosecution's ixhibit P-97 for identification and ask you to iden- 
tify it, if you can. 

A Yes, I kmowit. It is a written statement from Zwigart. 
It is written in his writing and signed by him 


Q Wasit witten and signed by Paul Zwigart in your pres- 


4 It was certainly signed in my presonce. I am pretty cer- 
tain it was written in my presence too. 
Q Was tho statement made voluntarily? 
A Yes, sire 
Q Did you subject Paul Zwigart to crue! and harsh treatment 
in order to obtain that statement? 
A No, sir. 
Q Did you make any threats or promises to Zwigart in order 
to obtain the statement? 
4 No, sir. 
Q Is the Paul Zwigart who wrote and signed that statement 
the same Pau) Zwigert whom you have just identified’ 
A Yes, sir; ho ise 
Yas the statement shown to him? 
Yes, sir. 
Do you know who administered the oath? 
Yes, sir; I did. 


MR. ELOWIT: The Prosecution offers in evidence 


(Lt. Perl - Redirect) 
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Exhibit Noe 97 for Identification, requests that it be attached 
to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit No. P-7. 

LT COL DWINNSL: The Defense objects to tne evidence 
on the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Objection over ruled. The Exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked 
P-976 

(Whereupon the dooumnt referred to above having pre - 
viously been marked and identified was receivedin evidence as 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-97, and the same is attacned hereto and 
made a part of the record.) 

MR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution offers in evidence a true 
and correct English translation of its Uxhibit P-97. 

CAPTAIN NARVID: If it please the Court, the Defense de- 
sires to interpose another objection, if we oan havo leave, at 
this time. 

PRESIDENT: What is tho objection? To the Sxhibity 

CAPTAIN NARVID: Objection to so much of the Exhibit 
as relates to other incidents than the Eifel offensive. 

LAY MeMBER: Without any furthor argumnt, the Court 
does not know what it says yet. 

CAPTAIN NARVID: ell, if you permit the reading of it, 
sir,than the damage would have already been done. The Defense 

zg to object to any evidence submitted by the Prosecution 
ims which seeks to surround the accused with a criminal 
propensity, it would be tantamount to offering evidence of bad 
character when charactor is not in issue. To offer evidence of 
previous crimes or previous delinquencies on the part of the ac- 
cused would be in violation of tne Military Govérnment Manual 
for Legal and Frison Officers. And I refer to Paragraph 12, sub- 


division 3, page 37 of that Manual. 


a 
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UR. ELOWITZ: May it please the Court, one of the most 
elerentary rules of ovidence relating to the admissibility of 
confessions clearly states that a confession will not be admit- 
ted in part; it will be totally admissible or totally inadmiss- 
ible. And if the confession contains matter material to the is- 
sues at stake and matter immterial to tho issues at bar then the 
confession will be admitted for what it is worth and the subjeot 
matter that is not material to the issues will be given whatever 
wight the Court desidss to give it. 

LAW MEMBER: In a number of cases this Court has already 
ruled that it is sitting not only as a Jury but as a Jury and Court. 
The Court itself will decide whether it will admit anything or 
whether or not it will place any valve on it. Tho same ruling as 
made on previous occasions will be mado nowe The motion is denied. 
Wotion is denied and objection over ruled. 

PRESIDENT: Exhibit P-97 has been admitted in evidence. 

IR. KIOWITZ: The Prosecution offersin evidence a true 
and correct Snglish translation of its Uxhibit P-97, requests 
that it be attached to the record and that it be marked Prosecu- 
tion's Exhibit P-97-A. 

(Whereupon the docurent referred to above was marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-97-A for Identification.) 

DEFSNSE COUNSEL: No objection on behalf of the Defense. 


PRESTDENT: There being no objection, the Exh 


the Prosecutior s ad ttedin evidence ang 
a 


(Whereupon the document referred to above having pre- 
viously been marked and identified was received in evidence as 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-97-A, and the same.is attached hereto and 
wade a part of the record.) 

MR. SLOWITZ: é ission is requested for the Prosecution 
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to read its Exhibit P-97-A. 

PRES IDENT: Granted. 

(Whereupon Prosecution's ixhibit P-97-A was read in the 
Snglish language, as follows: 


"I entered the SS in November 1939 voluntarily and 
received my SS scnooling in the concentration camp DACHAU. 
From DACHAU I was ordered for about 10 days to the concen- 
tration camp BUCHENWALD. Im BUCHENWALD the prisoners had 
to build barracks and a garage. From the concentration 
camp BUCHENWALD I again returned to tho concentration camp 
DACHAU. I have not killed or mistreated prisoners either 
in BUCHENWALD or DACHAU. Imas at that time under the 
command of the TOTSNKOFFVERBANDR, 2nd TOTENKOPF Regiment, 
16th Company. 


"From ths concentration camp DACHAU I was transferred 
in the middle of March 1940 to the L.SS.A.H. to whien I 
belong up to this tims. Since Jume 1941, I belonged with- 
out interruption to the sans battalion. ‘his battalion is 
now called the 3rd. Since approximately the beginning of 
1943, it was called the Srd battalion. This battalion com- 
manded by Hauptsturrfuehrer Josef DIFFENTHAL was a part of 
the 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regt. L.SS.A.H. 


"T will truthfully’ write down what I know about the 
shooting of civilians or prisoners of ware In RUSSIA gen- 
erally, we did not take any prisoners at all. host of the 
prisoners had been surrounded at the beginning of the war 
against RUSSIA. When the fighting became heavier and the 
German advance slowed dow, prisoners of war wre only 
taken in special instances. 


"On various occasions we burned down whole villages 
with our blow-torches. Especiaily I remember two cases; 
one in the spring of 1943 when we expressly received the 
order near KHARKOV to set a village afire and"bump off" all 
inhabitants "including women and children". When I say 
"wo" I man the third battalion which at that time was led 
by Hauptsturmfuehrer PETIFER. As far as I know he originat- 
ed the order personaily. Our battalion was, at that tine, 
cut off from the main wit, and operated on its own, so 
times here and sometimes there. I myself did not see Haupt- 
sturmfuehrer PFEIFER, who was with us that time, shooting 

ivilians. jowever, it was general in the unit 

actively participated in thi 

"I saw in this village which was of medium size (approx- 
imately 600-800 inhabitants) how our battaiion set the houses 
afire with the blowtorcn. I was tank driver and on that 
occasion I did not leave my tank. I stood with my SPW at 
the entrance of the village and watched the infantrymen of 
gur battalion rumning around with blowtorches and sew at 
least one who set a house afirs.. The Infantrymen-of our 
battalion ran around in between the burn houses with 
machine guns and rifles shooting into the 


(Zwigart statement) 
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"Another case which I recal exactly during which an 
entire village was ‘wiped out', took place in the summer 
of 1943 during the feint attack on KURSK in the BELGOROD 
seotor. At that tim the Infantrymen of our battalion re- 
ceived the order "Blowtorches readyt". I, myself, hoard 
when the commander of the 9th company Hauptsturmfuehrer 
GUHL issued this order, and mow that the same order was 
given to all companies of the battalion. -I don't know any 
more whether on this occasion it was emphasized whether 
women and children as well had to be “bumped off"; however, 
in acoordance with previous practice, it was apparent what 
was mant. I saw clearly in this case when women with 
children among them, came running out of the burning houses 
and how they were mowed down by our men. The nanes of 
those who were shooting I don't know any longer, but the 
whole battalion participated. I, myself, however, did not 
shoot but sat at the controls of my tank, watching. 


"On no oosasion did I notice any resistance on the 
part of the population, nor did I see any resistance from 
anybody, and also never did I see from any house in which 
wo fired, that the fire was returned. 


"This villace was a bit larger than the one described 
before, While wiping out the first village, it was an-- 
nounced that an inhabitant of the village had shot into a 
truck with several German wounded. In the second described 
case, no reasons wre given. 


"After wiping out of the second village described here, 
our battalion was "rewarded" with the name "Blowtorch Battal- 
ion", and from there on our tactical symbol was the Blow- 
torch and remains so up to today. 


"Tn NORMANDY I have only once heard the order not to 
take prisoners. On 7 August 1944, I was the driver of Ober- 
sturmfushrer Hans SCHMIDT. If I am not greeatly mistaken, 
that morning Hauptsturmfushrer DIFFENTHAL'S ear-drum 
was punctured and Obersturmfushrer SCHI\\IDT took his place. 
At that time--it was close to THILLI, near CAEN--when I 
passed food to Obersturmfushrer SCHMIDT, he told me "Pre- 
sumably we face nigger troops--if this is true, naturally 
no prisoners of war will be taken. We will "give it” to 
theso half-monkeyst" It is possible that instead of "half- 
monkeys" he used another similar vord, but that is what was 
meant. in the SIfSL offensive I only know of one single 
shooting and I admit to have shot an American prisoner of 
war on the 18th December 1944 close to 4 o'clock in the af- 
ter: + Hovever, although I did not have an order to © 
tnis prisoner, was not, and an not aware of any wrong 
I acted with the understanding of Hauptsturmfuehrer DIF 
THAL, and Obersturmbannfuehrer !i » in whose presence 
made ths preparation for the shooting, and therefore shot 
the prisoner with their kmowledge. 

"Vis traveled on the road between two villages the nams 
of which I don't recall any more. The village we came from 
was the one dn which we had just previously sustained a 
heavy air attack. ‘The village the dire i 
drov® was the one in ch the bridge was 
wiricn we nad to return later using the sans roade 
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(Zwigart staterent) 


"I was the driver of DIFFENTHAL'S SPW. As woll as 
myself, on this SPW rode Hauptsturnfuehrer DIFFENTHAL and 
the Commander Obersturmbannfushrer PEIPER. Also traveled 
on this SPW Unterscharfushrer Paul FACKELMEYER as well as 
Rottenfuehrer Hans ASSEN“ACHER. The SFW was like ail 
SPW's--open and the heads ot the ocoupants extended above 
the sides, in sucn a vay that even if one is sitting, one 
can see out. In case of firing, one must 'duck' in order 
to be covered. 


"I, myself, have prepared a sketch which gives the ex- 
act position of everyone in the SPW, and I attach this sketch 
to my statement. On this is meant: 

No. 1. My driver's seat 

Nos 2. Rottenfuehrer ASSENMACHER (Asst. driver and 

radio operator) 

No. 3. Hauptsturmfuehrer DIV FENTHAL--sitting on the 

bench. 

No. 4. Obersturmfuehror PEIPER--sitting on the other 

bench. 

No. 5. Unterscharfushrer FACKELYSYER. 

No. 6. Baggage. 

No. 7. Radio Squipment. 


"As far as I remember, close to 4 o'clock in the af- 
ternoon, about 1 kilometer from the village in which ye had 
the heavy air attack, I saw a Panther (P5) standing on the 
left side of the road. 

"Possibly 2 kilometers, or it may have been 3 kilo- 
meters, possibly even a proater distance benind tnis Pan- 
ther (P5), on the rignt=-hand side of the road stood some 
SFy's from our battalion. I drove past the SFW's and stop- 
ped about astride the Panther, on the right side of the 
road as I yas ordered to do by Hauptsturmfuehrer DIFFEN- 
THAL who was sitting behind me. DIFFYNTHAL shouted to the 
commanderof the Panther asking what had happened and told 
him to proceed. I do not recall tho answer of the Panther 
Commander any more, but I know, however, that afterwards 
Hauptsturmfushrer DIFFENTHAL took the map into his nend and 
Hauptsturmfushrer DIFFS) as well as Obersturnfvehrer 
PEIPER looked at this map. 


"While they were doing so, the Adjutant's Sr approach- 
3d from the rear and cam to a halt in betwen us, approxi- 
mately haif q length ahead of us. Approximately at the same 
tim, I beliey i as just the Adjutant's Panzer ha 

i Jeep whose drive parently did not 


ther. I don't know any longer 
started to shoot; howsver, ours did not snoot.e 


"The driver of the jeep was apparently hit and drove 
into the front of the Adjutant's tank. After that the oc- 
supant of ail vehicles watcned with curiosity. 


I,baiieveit vas 
s tank, 

tank, 
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DIFFENTHAL gave the order, "ZWIGART, remove the Jeep--we 
don't have any time", While still in the SPW I noticed 
two Americans in tho Jeep who appeared to be either wound- 
ed or dead. I went to the Jeep where Unterscnarfuehror 
RINSK--Iremember with certainty that it was him--called 
my attention to the fact that one of the’ Americans still 
lived and just pretended to be dead. I believe that this 
was the driver of ths jeep but I wasby no means sure. 
Hovever, one was dead and ona pretended to be dead. I 
shouted to the living one that he should get up, getting 
hold of him at tho same time in order to show him what I 
wanted. After this tho American dismounted from the jeep 
and as far as 1 could see he was not wounded. 


"I have to say now that at that tim I was very mad 
at tho Americans for obvious reasons, because just before, 
we sustained a heavy air attack. 


"For that reason, and because I knew that my superior 
Fauptsturmfuehrer DIFFSNTHAL, and Commander Obersturmbann- 
fushrer PETPER, who was also present, at least wouldn't 
mind if I shot the prisoner, I decided to shoot hime 


"I was asked at the interrogation how I knew that 
DIFFSNTHAL and PEIPER would agree, and I said at this oral 
interrogation that I "Imew" tnam.e I have been long enough 
in thes “affen SS to know that even if no specific order is 
issusd to shoot a certain prisoner of war, tho officers at 
least don't mind ite Also I knew Obersturmbannfuehrer as 
a radical SS man. It was know in th regiment that he, 
before he cams to us, was HIVMLER'S Adjutant and HIMMLER's 
right-hand man, also, a lengthy explanation as to whether 
I was doing right by presuming tho agreenent of these tro 
high ranking officers is therefore unnecessary because the 
circumstances themselves make this agreement apparent. 


"From the beginning to the end, Hauptsturmfuehrer DIF- 
FENTHAL as well as Obersturmbannfushrer PEIPER watched,and 
I know that I as a Rottenfushrer would certainly not have 
darsd to do anything under their eyes which I assumed would 
not be permitted by heme 
"I indicated with my hand to the American that he 
should go to my SPW. I walked half a step benind him.Since 
meant wa discovered that he was alive, he held his hands 
his head until the moment he died. 


"That he was an American recognized by 


e 


orm. He was waring American 0-D. trousers, Am 


bat boots, and on his sleeves he had, as far as 

member, one or two stripes just like an American 

st Class or Corporal wears. As far as I can remember, 
while dismounting he did not have his steel helmet on any 
longers Also, his weapon must have romained in the vehicle 
because I am sure that I did not see a weapon on hime 


"I stepped with the prisoner to my SPW and as far ag 
I can remmber at the sidewhere DI SENTIAL and FACKSLINYSR 
sate I said to FACKSLM "Hand m th | -I sheot this 
mane" Thereafter FACKEL ZR passed the MF At that 
‘im comrades in some of ths vehicles and som standing at 
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the sides, shouted loudly and encouragingly "Go ahead-- 
bump him off", also similar things. 


"I said during my oral interrogation that it was just 
like the "LEIPZIG FAIR", and I was asked to explain what I 
mant by that. This I will doe From ail sides I was 
watched with curiosity; tho noise of the encouraging shout- 
ing, and in between Obersturmbannfushrer PEIPER hollering 
to Hauptsturmfuehrer DIFFENTHAL repeatedly "Quick--lets go-- 
ye don'thave any time." 


"I don't want to implicate my officers unjustly and 
therefore state under oath that this "Quick, Quick” did 
not refer to the fact that the prisoner had to be shot abso- 
lutely quickly. The "Quick" muon rather referred to the 
fact that I would have to clear tho thing up myself one way 
or tho other. On the other hand, even if I did not receive 
an order to shoot, the two officers in my SPW knew exactly 
that I was going to shoot the prisoners as they did not say 
anything against it, and I had to assume that I acted correct- 
ly. Obersturmbannfushrer PEIPER and Hauptsturmfuehrer DIFFEN- 
THAL watched everything and I saw both of them looking out 
of the vehicle. Furthermore they saw me come with the pris- 
oner to the SPW asking for the “Pi and receiving it. What 
that mans would have bsen clear to an SS officer, even if 
tho crowd had not shouted at the same time "Bump him off". 


"I am rather tall and I can look into ths SPW while 
standing outside; when 1 asked for the M.Pi I saw PEIPER 
on the opposite bench, sitting on the blankets which I had 
spread out for him. When I asked for the “.Pi he glanced 
at me quickly and impatiently and then looked at his map. 
There exists no doubt thet DIFFENTHAL as yell as PU IPER 
knew what I was going to do, but both were disinterested 
about it. After I received the machine pistol, I led the 
prisoner to the edge of ths road immediately behind which 
ths goods commences; during this time, my comrades called 
"Rump him off". Before the edges of the woods, when the 
prisoner had walked about 3 steps in front of m, I drew 
my gun and aimed at his head and I fired a burst of about 
10-15 shots into his head, whereupon the American inme- 
diately fell dead. 


"I took another short look at the body, to assure my- 
self that the prisoner was really dead. He was already 
dead. He had a huge hole in his head and the blood flowed 

in streams. Apparently all my shots were hits. As I 
shot at tho American, the Aterican went at a regular walk- 
ing pace as I had told him to do. I admit that in the 
prison camp at ZUFFSNHAUSEN I had reques K, that in 
ease anybody should find out about the kil » he should 


claim that the American was shot while trying to escape. 


"RINSK then removed the watch from the body and imme- 
diately after the shooting, he joyously shouted "Now I have 
at least a watch". 


"Immediately after thskilling, I returned to 
Tha American had been shot about 1 meters frem my SP 


I returned, DIFFSNTHAL asked m= what was inside the 





jeep» I replied "Mines" and thereupon he hollered at me 
that I should once and for all get the jeep out of the way. 
He did net say anything about the shooting. At tnis tim 
there was no battle noise and no other shote wre fired ex- 
cept mine. 


"I couldn't get the jeep out of the way because of 
broken wheels, whereupon DIFFENTHAL ordered me to come back 
to the SPW and we pushed ths jeep out of the way with our 
Panzerse 


"I regret that I shot tho prisonere 


"The scene of the shooting I have also shown on the 
sketch which I have prepared. This sketch I have numbered 
II. On that Now 1 means Panther, No. 2 Adjutant's SPW, 3 
our SPW, 4. Jeep, 5. SPW, 6- Houses, 7.» place of shooting. 


"I have made this statement voluntarily, wminfluenced 
by threats, force, or promises and have written it down with 
my own hand. 


"TI believe in God and I am aware of the Importance 
of an Oathe 


"I swear that this statement is the whole and pure 
truth, and contains nothing but the truthe 


"I will repeat this statement at any tims before any 
court. 


(signed) Paul ZWIGART 
SS. Uscha. 
11 February 1946. 
Witness: 
(signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt CLP 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 11th 
day of February 1946, at SCHWABISCH HALL, 
Germany. 
WILLIAY R PERL 
1st Lt. MeI. 0-555149 
Investigator=--Sxaminer. War Crimes Branch. USFET" 
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(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1530 hours.) 


Court will come to order. 
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the 


record show that all members of the Court, all members 


of the prosecution with 


the exception of Capt. Byrne 

who is absent on bustness of the prosecutior all 

nembers of the defense y the exception of 
the defense 

are presen 


for the 


further 


will put short 


clarify situat 


of 16 atement 





accused Josef Diefenthal and requests that it be 


attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit 


Nos. B and C respectively. 

(Whereupon the documents referred to were marked 
Prosecution Exhibits Nos. P-97-B and P-97-0 by the 
reporter.) 

DEF SEL: On behalf of the defense 
there is no objection to the piaure affidavits or 
necessity for reading the same and it is further 
stipulated that th Shotogranhs those of the 


used Peiper 


tn evidence and 


rosecution 


and are attached 


record.) 





then cross exam Y oth of them. We can proceed 
much faster. 
It's perfectly all richt 
either way the Court desires. 
PRESIDENT; Proceed, 
UESTIONS 


R. ELOWITZ (CONTD) 


yi Were the statements made to you by Josef 


Diefenthal oral or written? 


First oral statements and +) he wrote it 


marked ton xh} 


(Ww joeument 





times in the room 


s the F M4efenthal who wrote 


that statement the same Josef Diefenthal yo 


just identified? 


statement made voluntarily? 





ITZ: Prosecution 


a true and correct translation of 


attached to the 


reporter.) 


behalf of the defense 





Take 11)3 
June )-Bel 


(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit No. P-98=A was read to the Court, 
as follows: ) 


"I, the SS Sturmbennfuehrer Josef DIE HAL, was at 
the time of the EIFEL offensive in December 1 hk, end January 
195 commander of the III Armored Battalion, 2nd Panzer Gren- 
adier Regiment, L.SS.A.H. My battalion was assigned to the 
Armored group under the command of Joachim PEIPER, then SS 
Obersturmbannfuehrer. 


"My renk at that time wes SS Hauptsturmfuehrer. 


"1. On the 1th December 19/1), between 1600 and 1700 
hours, a meeting took place at the command post of the 1st 
8S Panzer Regiment L.SS.A.H. in the BLANKENHEIMER woods, 
presided by Joachim PEIPER, then Obersturmbannfuehrer, in 
which the following persons participated: SS Obersturmbann- 
fuehrer Joachim PEIPER, SS Obersturmbannfuehrer Von WESTERN- 
HAGEN, Commander of the Heavy Tank Battalion 501 (KOENTGS- 
TIGER), SS Sturmbannfuehrer Werner POETSCHKE, Major KOCH of 
one of the Air Corps Anti-Aircraft Battelions attached to us - 
though he arrived late - as well as the SS Hauptsturmfuehrer 
Hens GRUHLE the Adjutent of the lst 88 Penzer Regiment, and 
myself. This meeting was preceded by a meeting in the morning 
hours of the same day at which participated - besides the ones 
mentioned above - SS Sturmbannfuehrer HARDICK, an officer un- 
der the command of SS Obersturmbannfuehrer SKORZENY. 


"Either at this meeting in the afternoon hours, or, which 
appears more likely to me, from an order of the lst SS Panzer 
Regiment, read by me on the following dey, I learned, that, 
based on the regimental order of the lst 88 Panzer Regiment, 
the enemy resistance was to be broken by terror and that a 
wave of panic snd fright had to precede our troops. I can 
remember distinctly that it was quoted in this order: 'A 
wave of penic and fright has to precede our troops'. However, 
I do not know any longer in which words the order wes given - 
to break the enemy resistence through terror = only thet t 
was the sense. 

No, 


herefore. on 
ther » on 


the 15th of December 19), I held a company com jers' meet- 


In the course of the following day, 
g at my own commend post. The hour at which I held t 
meeting is no long 1 my memory My co 
e 4rd Armore ‘ i Panzer 
S.A.H. was at that time located in 


&' 
command post of th 
iS] 


MINEL 


sturmfue t fs) DT for the 11th 
ELE then SS Hauptscharfuehrer for the 12th 
tant Karl Heinz FLACKE, 


fuehrer KI 


went into the tactic 


Statement) 
tate: ) 





of the decisive importance of the offensive ahead, it must 

be fought recklessly and thet a wave of fright and terror 

must precede our troops and that the resistance of the enemy 
is to be broken by terror. In this first part of my address 

I also said something about prisoners of war; however, I do 
not know any longer exactly whet I said. Anyhow I brought 

the prisoners of wer in connection with the regimental order 
received about the weve of fright and terror which should pre- 
cede us. However, I am absolutely certain not to have said 
that it was not permitted to take prisoners, or that the pri- 
soners thet would be teken had to be shot. Thereupon I gave 
the generel enemy situation end the particular tactical de- 
taile of our advance. I prepared a sketch of the small gerden- 
er's house and attach it to my statement. On this sketch which 
I mark 'A' is meant; 1 The entrance. 2 a bench. 3 a table. 

la cheir. 5 a bench. 6 a stove. 7 # bench. 8 a box with switch- 
board. 9 a table. 


"Possibly we sat es follows: 10 my position. 11 position 
of Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS. 12 position of Obersturmfuehrer 
TOMHARDT. 13 position of Untereturmfuehrer FLACKE. 1); position 
of Untersturmfuehrer LEICKE, 15 position of Hauptscharfuehrer 
THIELE. 16 position of Untersturmfuehrer HOFBAUER. 


"3. On the 18th December 19)));, about 11,00 hours we were 
strongly attaeked by Jeabos (ettack bombers) in and before 
CHENEUX. On the seme day I drove in my SPW from CHENEUX in 
direction to WERBOMONT. Other than m lf in my SPT were: the 
driver - SS Unterscharfuehrer Paul ZWIGART - then Rottenfuehrer; 
the radio-operator = Rottenfuehrer ASSENMACHER, and the radio- 
operator Rottenfuehrer FACKELMEYER. Around 1500 hours when I 
was about to study the map, I suddenly heard machine gun fire 
from one of the vehicles in our column. I put away my map end 
ordered the driver Paul ZWIGART, Headquarters, III Battalion, 
2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment, L.SS.A.H. to stop. I saw a Jeep 
come towerds us at great speed. While it ceme towards us, ane 
other vehicle of ours shot at the Jeep, The Jeep then drove 
against a rock which bordered the road on the left side, as 
seen from my direction of travel, with a crash. In the Jeep 
were two American soldiers or officers who pretended to be 
dead, but in reality lived. However, I can no longer remember 
how I knew that they pretended to be dead, yet in resl ity 
still lived. At this place IT gave my driver Paul ZWIGART the 
order to get the Jeep out of the way, because the Jeep blocked 
the ad. I gave him no order to the effect what he should 

the prisoners I did not attach any importence to the 
question of what he should do with the Ameri 
interested thet the read should be cleared ar 


not remember any longer to-day whet ha 


For a better w tar { xint 3 of thio stetement, 


well as T can remember 


prepared a sketch of the locality as 
which I have marked 'B!, and by it is meent; 1, The « with 


it, 
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we could not get further, we therefore again had to return on 
the same roed. 


"lh. When I put SS Obersturmfuehrer Georg PREUSS in for 
the award of the Ritterkreuz (Knight's Cross) end when I stated 
as one of the reasons therefor, that he himself shot ean Ameri- 
can flyer, I did not know that the Americen flyer was already 
& prisoner of wer. On the 18th December 19) about 1400 hours 
at the village entrance at CHENEUX, Georg PREUSS - then Ober- 
sturmfuehrer - commander of the 10th Armored Company, III 
Battalion, @nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment, L.SS.A.H. ceme to 
me and reported back, namely, up till then he wes lost. He 
kept himself hidden in the woods of BUBLLINGEN with » small 
part of the vehicles of his company. At this occssion end at 
this time he told me 'I bumped off a flyor'. Hereby ho pointed 
at padded American flying pants or a combination suit, which he 
wore at this time and had not worn previously. SS Obersturm- 
fuehrer PREUSS related to me hereby that he shot the American 
flyer from whom this piece of clothing originated - in battle. 
He related that the Americen flyer sat hidden in a tree end 

ISS) unexpectedly. Thereupon he (PREUSS 
nce of mind in veritable close o 

is also possible that 8S Obersturmfuohrer PREUSS r 
this occasion that he himself (PREUSS) was hidden 
and that he thereby somehow was attacked by 

culars of PREUSS's report I no longer r 

I do ki chet he related to mo that 

2 an Am n fly om he hi 

2 he (PREUSS) jumped the flyer 
him. I did not goub t the accuracy of this, 8S Obersturn- 
fuehrer PREUSS'sS statement and therefore when I put him in f 
the awerd of the Blcbevk roux be Christmas 19); and New 
Year l)i/y5 I gave the shooting of this flyer 
reasons from which the bravery of 8S Oberetu 
was spparen 


"I mede this statement voluntarily end out of my ow will, 
uninfluenced by duress, threats, or hersh treatment, and 
fluenced by promises, 

"I swear before 
re true and I am pr 


court. 





MR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution offers in evidence four picture 


affidavits executed by the accused Josef Diefenthal, identifying photo- 


graphs of Joachim Peiper, Georg Preuss, Heinz Tomhardt, and Paul Zwigart, 


requests thet they be attached to the record and marked Prosecution Ex- 
hibits P-98-B, P-98-C, P-98=D) and P-98-2. 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense, there is no objection to the 
picture affidavits or necessity for reading the same, and it is further 
stipulated that the photographs are those of the accused Peiper, Preuss, 
Tomhardt and Zwigart. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibits offered by the 
Prosecution are admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecution Ex- 
hibits P=98-B, P-98=C, P-95-D and P-O8-E. 

(Whereupon the documents referred to were marked and reccived in 
evidence as Prosecution Exhibits Nos, P-98=B, P-95-C, P-98-D and P-96-8, 
respectively, and are attached hereto and made a pert of the record.) 

MR. ELOWITZ: You may cross-examine, 

DEFENSE: Dr. Leiling would like to ask some questions, 

RECROSS EXAMINATION (Continued) 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Leiling): 

Q Is it true that, when interrogating Diefenthal, you told him 

not to let his men down, but to cover them up by stating that they acted 


undsr order? 


rther cross-examir 


ELOWITZ: Wo redirect, 


SIDENT: Any quest 





PROSECUTION: The Prosecution recalls Mr. Elowitz. Capt. Shumacker 
will handle the examination, 

MORRIS ELOWITZ, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, testified 
further through an interpreter as follows: 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker); 


Q Mr. Elowitz, you are reminded you are still under oath, 

A Yes. 

Q During the course of your interrogations at Schwaebisch Hall, 
did you have occasion to interrogate one Rolf Ritzer? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you recognize Ritzer if you saw him again? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you look at the accused on your left and state whether or 
not Rolf Ritzer is present. 

A Yes, he is. He is wearing no. 52, 

PRESIDENT: No. 52, stand up. == Sit down. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution hands the reporter a written in- 
Strument and requests that it be marked Prosecution Exhibit P-99 tor 
Identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was merked Prosecution Exhibit 
No. P-99 for Identification by the reporter.) 

2 Secution's exhit 


Identification and k you to state what it 


Yes, 


Was thet statement made voluntarily? 


(Blowitz - Redirect) 





No. 

Did you make any promises to obtain the statement? 
No. 

Was the statement éworn to? 

Yes. 

Who administered the oath? 

Capt. Shumacker. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence its exhibit 
marked P=99 for Identification, requests that it be attached to the re- 
cord and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=99. 

LT. COL. DWINELL: ‘The Defense objects to the evidence on the 


grounds previously stated. 


Tho objection is overruled. The exhibit offered by the 


Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecution Ex- 
hibit No. P-09. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having previously been marked 
and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-99, 
and is attached hereto ond made a part of the record.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence a true and 
correct English translation of its Exhibit No. P-99, requests that it be 
attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=99=A. 

On behalf of the Defense, there is no objection. 
There being no objection, the exhibit offered by the 


admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecutior 


The Prosecution requests permission to read 





CAPT, SHUMACKER: (Reading) 


"I, Rolf RITZOR, Sturmann, having been first duly 
sworn make the following statement under oath: 


"During the EIFEL offensive in December 1944, I was 
a member of the 3 Platoon, 2 Panzer Company, 1 Panzer 
Regiment, LSS.A.H. My platoon leader was Untersturmfuehrer 
KOCH, my company commander was Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST. On 
15 December 1944, in the afternoon between 4 and 5 o'clock, 
Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST assembled the whole company in the 
woods near BLANKENHEIM to make a speech about the coming 
offensive, To the best of my recollection, Obersturmfuehrer 
CHRIST said the following: 


‘Tomorrow the great offensive starts which will 
determine the final fate of Germany. Millions of 
women and children have been killed by the American 
Air Force terror attacks. Now we have an opportunity 
to avenge ourselves for these murders, We have to 
terrorize the Americans in this battle in order to 
win, To attain that, we will not take prisoners of 
war, You are SS men and you know what to do with 
the prisoners of war you take without me telling you.! 


"After the speech of Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST, Sturmann 
MICHOLACZEK of Hauptscharfuehrer KNAPPICH's tank said to 
Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST, that his shoes were torn. Upon 
which Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST replied: 


‘Tomorrow you get yourself a pair of shoes 
from American prisoners of war,! 


"I knew from the manner and words of Obersturmfuehrer 
CHRIST's speech that as far as the officers were concerned, 
I could shoot every prisoner of war, not only without fear 
of being punished, but would be rewarded for my actions, 


"On 19 December 1944 in the morning between 7 and 8 
o'clock a group of tanks of my company, including my om, 
entered STOUMONT where we were forced to stop at mce by 
American anti-tank fire. It was in this place that a group 
of 15 to 20 American prisoners of war were shot by our 
tanks. JI have prepared a sketch marked Exhibit "A" 
attached hereto, which showa the position of the American 
prisoners of war and the position of our tanks. The tank 
of Rottenfuehrer PRAHM, indicated as No. 1. on my sketch, 
was knocked out right on the corner by an American anti- 

q American prisoners of war indi 
sketch, stood unar i don't 
their hands wer their head arfuehrer 
BRAU =, Commander of my tank (No. 2.) at once gave the 
order to shat at the prisoners of war--"American prisoners 
of war standing there at the corner", I looked out and 
didn't see anything. Schuetze ANGERER at the turret M.G. 
didn't see anything either and Rottenfuehrer SZYPERSKI, 
the driver of our tank tried to maneuver the panzer around 50 
we could see better. Then I saw suddenly a group of Ameri- 
can prisoners of war guarded by German sentri standing 
at the corner, and I fired 3 to 4 bursts with MG. and 
I noticed ANGERSR fire 2 to 3 fursts at the group of 
\merican prisoners of war, While I shot, I noticed the 
German sentries who guarded the American prisoners of war run 
to the opposite side of the street and part of the group 
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of the American prisoners ¢ war who stood near the 
corner slumped to the ground and it looked to me that 
they were fatally wounded. The rest of the group of 
prisoners threw themselves to the ground, as it 
appeared to me to protect themselves from the ¥.G, 
fire. I knew those prisoners were Americans because 
they wore American uniforms, PRAHN's tank started to 
burn while I fired with the M.G. Unterscharfuehrer 
BRAUSCHER gave the driver the order to back up, where- 
upon we stopped the firing, After we had backed up 10 
meters, I saw from this position, as indicated on my 
‘sketch Hauptscharfuehrer KNAPPICH's tank (3) and Ober- 
scharfuehrer ROFETER's tank (4):shoot with both their 
machine guns into the group of prisoners of war who lay 
on the ground, After those bursts of the other tanks, 
I saw none of the Americans move and in the manner they 
lay, it was my opinion that they were dead, 


"We proceeded and as we left the tom of STOUMONT, 
standing in front of a house on the left side of the street, 
I noticed a group of 15 to 20 prisoners of war guarded by 
3 to 4 German paratroopers. I knew that no one of our 
tank group shot at these prisoners of war, but later on 
in the evening of the same day, after my tank had been 
knocked out, I came back on foot, and I saw at this pre- 
cise spot, laying there dead, about the same number of 
Americans, I do not know who murdered these American 
prisoners, nor have I heard anything about it. 


"We proceeded and came to a place, about 2 kilometers 
westward of STOUMONT which was the furthest point in the 
offensive, At this place we also shot American prisoners 
of war and I have prepared a sketch marked "B" attached 
hereto, which shows the position of our tanks and that of 
the prisoners of war, There were about 15 American 
prisoners at the spot No. 6 on my sketch. Several of them 
had their hands above the head and none of them had weapons. 
It was about two o'clock in the afternoon when we arrived 
at this spot. Unterscharfuehrer BRAUSCHKE gave the gunner 
ANGERER the order to shoot at the American prisoners of war 
with the turret N.G, but ANGERER couldn't shoot because 
he had loading trouble. Thereupon, Unterscharfuchrer 
BRAUSCHER turned to me and repeated the order to me to 
shoot at the prisonersaf war, J adjusted my sight and as 
soon as I had the N.G. aimed at the Americans, I shot 4 
bursts with my M.G. into the group of prisoners of war and 
my M.G. jammed. As I shot, I noticed the tracer streaks 
from the tank behind me also go into tI 
of war. Thi as | turmfuehrer KAUI 
Later on this eveni IT spoke to Sturmann ODOY, radio- 
operator in KAUFMANN's tank and he told me that he, like If, 
shot into the group of prisoners d war with his M.G. I 
recall how these prisoners of war fell down when they were 
hit. They slumped to the graund and lay quietly and I am 
sure that they were either all dead or badly wounded, At 
that time Untersturmfuehrer KAUFMANN's tank (No. 2.) was 
hit and American artillery was dropping around us. We 
tried to move our tank away from there an in doing so we 
got stuck in the ditch. Our crew left the tank and started 
to move back on foot and as we passed Untersturmfuehrer 





KOCH's tank (No. 3.) I noticed his turret M.G. still 
shooting in the direction of the prisoners at which I 
had shot, 


"When we were in the pocket in LA GLEIZE at a date, 
I believe to be the 21st December 1944, I sat on the 
stairs which led to the cellar in the house which was 
Battalion Commander, Sturmbannfuehrer ROETSCHKE's C.P. It 
was about 9 o'clock in the morning and I heard Obersturm- 
fuchrer CHRIST give the order to German sentries who 
guarded American prisoners of war outside, to lead the 
American prisoners of war to a pasture and 'bump them off! 
there. I had entered the house several minutes before and 
saw standing with three German sentries, 20 to 30 American 
prisoners of war, First I heard Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST 
ask the sentries what they were doing with the prisoners, 
and the guard answered him: 


"Obersturmfuehrer, we have the orders to wait here", 
And then Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST said: 


"Don't make such fuss, men, lead them to the next 
pasture and bump them off." 


"T actually did not see CHRIST give the order, but I 
recognized his voice and I know his voice well because I 
heard him talk daily for over a month. And, furthermore, 
either shortly before or shortly after he had given this 
order, I saw him come to the cellar. I recall also that 
the other men who were sitting together with me recognized 
the voice of CHRIST because some of them remarked that 
CHRIST is 'on the loose again', Of the comrades who were 
at that time together with me at the C.P. I recall with 
certainty that only the following were present: Sturmann 
Hans HUEBLER, Sturmann Werner ZANDER, Sturmann MOHNKE, 
Sturmann SCHAEFER, Rottenfuehrer WALINEIER, Sturmann 
NIPPEMEIER, Schuetze ANGZRER. I don't know whether these 
prisoners of war were actually shot as CHRIST had ordered, 
but I know that the guards, obeying the order, marched off 
with the prisoners of war, 


"When I and my comrades spoke about CHRIST in the 
battalion C,P. Sturmann NESTLER the messenger of the 2 
Company at the Battalion said to us: 


"CHRIST acts the same way in our Company C.P. 
Just this rning 

Company C.P, to shoot 

war, and he even thre 

with execution nn account of cowardice." 


"NESTLER showed us an American watch which he had 
taken from an American prisoner of war, whom CHRIST had 
shot. 


"J make this statement consisting ¢ 9 pages and two 
sketches marked "A" and’"B" voluntari nd out of my om 
free will, uninfluenced by force, threats, or coercion or 





promises of any kind, 


" (Signed) Rolf RITZER 
13 March 1946, 


"Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 13th day of March 1946, at 
SCHWABISCH HALL, Ger. 


"RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt. CMP," 


(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the inter- 


preter. ) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence an 
affidavit executed by the accused, Rolf Ritzer, an identifying 
photograph of the accused Arnold Mikolaschek, request that it be 
attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 99-B. 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense, there is no objec- 
tion to the picture affidavit or necessity for reading the same, 
and it is further stipulated that the photograph is that of the 
accused, Mikolaschek. 

PRESIDENT: ‘There being no objection, the exhibit 
offered by the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be 
marked P~99-B. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was received in evidence 
as Prosecution Exhibit No. 99-B, is attached hereto and made a 
part of the record.) 
UESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): 

Mr. Elowitz, during your interrogations at Schwaebisch 

you have occasion to interrogate one, Arnold Mikolaschek? 

Tes. 

Could you identify him if you saw him again? 

Yes. 

Will you lock at the accused to your left. and state 


whether or kot he is among those. present? 


(Mr. Elowitz - Redirect) 





Yes, he is. He is wearing No. 37. 


CAPT, SHUMACKER: Will the Court please have No. 37 


PRESIDENT: No. 37 will stand up....sit down. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution hands the reporter a 
written instrument and requests that it be marked Prosecution 


Exhibit No. 100 for identification, 


(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Presecution 


Exhibit No. 100 for identification by the reporter.) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker); 

Q I hand you Prosecution Exhibit No. 100 for identifica- 
tion, and ask you to state what it is, if you know? 

A It is the written and signed statement of Arnold 
Mikolaschek, 

Q Is that the same Arnold Mikolaschek you have just iden- 
tified as wearing No. 37? 

A It is. 

Was that statement made voluntarily? 
A It was. 
Q Did you employ any force or harsh treatment to obtain 


the statement? 


make any promises of any kind to obtain the state- 


No. 

Yas the statement sworn to? 
It is. 

Who administered the oath? 


Capt. Shumacker,. 


ir. Elowitz - Redirect) 





CAPT, SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence Prose- 


cution's exhibit marked P-100 for identification, request that it 


be attached to the recprd and marked Prosecution Exhibit 100, 

LT, COL. DWINELL: Defense objects to the evidence on 
the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Objection is overruled, The exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and marked Prosecu- 
tion Exhibit No. 100, 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution 
Exhibit No. 100, and is attached hereto and made a part of the 
record.) 

CAPT, SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence a true 
and correct English translation of its Exhibit No. P-100, request 
that it be attached to the record and marked as Prosecution's 
Exhibit No. 100-A, 

DEFENSE: May it please the Court, the defense desires 
to make no objection to the translation at the present time, but 
would like to have the privilege of checking this as we are short 
one of the pages in our copy. 

PRESIDENT: The exhibit offered by the Prosecution will 
be admitted in evidence and will be marked P-100-A, subject to 
objection by the Defense at a later date, 

(Whereupon the document referred to was received in evidence 
as Prosecution Exhibit No. 100-A, is attached hereto and made 4 


part of the record.) 


PRESIDENT: The Court will adjourn until 0830 tomorrow 
morning. 
(Whereupon at 1655 hours the Court adjourned until 5 June 


1946.) 





CAMP DACHAU, GERMANY 
5 Jyne 19h6 
WORNING SESSION 


(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hourse) 


PRESIDENTs Court will come to orders 

PROSECUTION: If tho Court please, let the record show 
that all the members of the Court are present, all the members 
of the Prosecution are present, all the members of the Defense 
are present with the exception of Mre Strong, sick in quarters, 
all the defendants and the reporter are presente 

Mr. MORRIS ELOWITZ, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution 

resumed the stands 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Mre Elowitz, you are reminded that 
you are still under oath. 

MRe ELOWITZ: Yese 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: The Prosecution with the Courtts 
permission will read its exhibit P-lOOA, 

(Whereupon Captain Shumacker proceeded to read Prosecutionts 
Exhibit P-100A as follows): 


"I, Arnold MIKOLASCHEK, being duly swom, make the 
following statement under oath: 


"During the EIFEL offensive in December 19) I was a member 
of the 2nd Platoon, 2nd Cos, lst Pze ligte ISSAHe I was assigned 
to the tank of Hptschf. KNAPPIK as radio operatore My Company 
Commander was Ostuf. CHRIST, my platoon leader was Hptschf, 
KNAPPIK. The other mn in my tank were Rttf. Heinz HOFFMANN, 
gunner, Rttf. KOBLER, assistant gunner, Rttf. Erich WERNER, 
drivers 


ton the 15 Decamber 19) = the day before the beginning 
of the EIFEL offensive, around 8 otclock in the evening, when 
our compauy was in readiness in the woods in the vicinity of 
BLANKENHEIM, Ostubaf. CHRIST delivered » speech to the whole 
companye He spoke as follows: 


‘Tomorrow the offensive starts which will decide 
the ultimate fate of Germanys In t 

we will fight in the old §8 tradition 
prisoners es posbible will be takens! 


(Mikolaschek Statement) 





"Upon completion of the speech I said to the Company 
Commander that I didn't have any shoese Ostuf. GIRIST answered: 


‘Tomorrow at the push you cen acquire some 
yourself. Then we will have everything in 
abundance from the Americans.! 


"I knew from the speech of Ostuf CHRIST that in this 
offensive I could bump off prisoners of war without fear 
of punishment on the part of my superior officers, 


"On the morning of the 19 December between 7 and 8 ofclock 
my tank, together with other tanks of our company, entered 
STOUMONT. It was there that American prisoners of wer were 
shot and I pepared a sketch marked "A" attached hereto, which 
shows the position of my tank and the position of the prisoners 
of ware 


"T have numbered the tanks and positions and in the 
description of the events I will refer to these numbers, 
Rttf. BRAHNSt tank (1) was knocked out as soon as he reached 
the cornere The other tanks dispersed in the field on tte 
right side of the road as shom in my sketch, and my tank 
took the position marked as Noe 56 As soon as we were in 
this position Hpschf. KNAPPIK who stood in the turret 
shouted: 'On the left prisoners of war are etanding.' I 
looked through the gunner's sight into the direction which 
he gave and I saw 12 to 15 American prisoners of wer stand— 
ing on the place indicated with Noe |; in my sketche I knew 
that these were captured Americans, because they wore the 
American uniform. I also saw 2 or 3 German infantry 
soldiers who were guarding these prisoners who stoood with 
their hands crossed behind their heads, without weaponse 
Hptschf. KNAPPIK imrediately ordered me to establish radio 
contact with the Company Cormander. At this time I did 
not know the exact position of Ostuf. CHRIST's tank but 
I do know that he could not have been more than 200 meters 
behind us because we always had very good communications. 
Had he been further away from w than 200 meters, our radio 
contact would have beenvwery poor. I quickly succeeded in 
establishing the radio contact with Ostuf. CHRIST and I 
heard Mptschf. KNAPPIK say: 'Left of us, prisoners of war; 
what should I do?! When Hptschf. KNAPPIK addressed th 
Sompany comman da code name. I no longer 
remember what thi me of the compal 

was at that t I do know that 
mu 
ansy 


+ tPr re 
= open fir 5 
of the oners and fired @ to3 bursts into t 
the prisoners of ware I esti a the distance between my 
tank and the position of the pri as 80 to 100 mterse 
At the same time, while I fired, aw and heard how the 
e fired into the group of prisoners. This Mj was 
yy Rttf. Heinz HOFFMANN. When I fired my } 
1 it a bit and I say 2@ prisoners whom 
yar, since the turret MeGe f 
’ 


the same direction as I did 


y 
Lote 
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no longer state with certainty who of the Americans was 
shot by me, and who were shot by Rttf. Heins HOFFMANN. All 
of the prisoners hit the ground and lay quietly and as I 
saw it I concluded that they were either mortally wounded 
or deade 


"On the 22 December 19)); we were in the LA GLEIZE 
pocket together with the otherremmants of the combat group 
PEIPERe 


"I prepared a sketch marked "B" attached hereto, show= 
ing the position of our tank and the place where I saw the 
dead American prisoners of war. At approximately 11 o!clock 
in the morning of this day, I saw Hptschfe BEDUUN of the lst 
Comoany as he came towards ourtank indicated as Nos 1 in the 
sketch, and called Hptsche KNAPPIK . BEDUUN and KNAPPIK went 
together into a house which was in the vicinity of the tanke 
A few minutes later Hptschf. KNAPPIK came out of the house and 
called: ‘WERNER AND HOFFMANN, take your weapons and com with 
meg" Rttf. HOFFMANN and Rttf. WERNER, with their pistols 
walked together with Hptschf. KNAPPIK in the direction of 
Uscha.s DRECHSLER's tank of the 1st Comps which in my sketch 
is indicated by Noe 2. Approximately half an hour later, 
HOFFMANN and WERNER returned and took their places in the 
tanks A few minutes later, Hptschf. KNAPPIK said as he sat 
himself down, "This is dones we bumped off the prisoners 
of war, Now we no longer need to guard themet As I heard 
this, I turned towards Rbtf. WERNER and asked: ‘Which ones 
did you bump off?! He answered, tThe prisoners who carried 
the ammunition hereet Rttf. WERNER meant the group of 15 
American prisoners who on theprevious day carried ammmition 
in the vicinity of our positions. When I put som more 
questions to WERNER, he abruptly answered me, 'This we 
accomplisheds! 


"Around 2 otclock in the afternoon of the same day, I 
was sent out to seoure camouflage material and to camouflage 
our tanks JI went in the direction of Uschae DRECHSLER's 
tank, and as I reached tho place in front of his tank, I 
looked to the right and saw a group of 15 dead Americans 
in front of a stable, as indicated with Noe 3 on my sketch 
"Bit, I saw how the Americans were lying in an umusual manner, 
one on top of the other, and from my past war experiences, 

I knew from the wey in which the Americans were lying that 
they were not shot in battle. I concluded that they were 

the sam prisoners which were bumped off previously by 
KNAPPIK, WERNER and HOFFMANNe In addition to the information 
they related to m when they returned to the tank as I have 
previously described, I in that theplace where the prisoners 
were ot was near our p on because at approximately the 
same time which they had mentioned that the prisoners were 
shot, I heard M.P. and pistol firing. I did not walk over to 
examine the bodies that were lying there but I concluded from 
their appearance tt they were all deads 


"TI make this statement consisting of 7 pages and 2 
sketches, marked "4" and "BY voluntarily without coercion, 
threats or promises of reward, 


/s/ Arnold MIKOLAS' 
3 April 1946 
"Sworn to and subseribed before ms 
this 3rd day of April 1946 at 
Schwabisch Hall, Germany. 
/s/ Rapha@l Shumacker, Capt, CMP 


” 





(Whereupon the statement was read in the German language.) 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker)s 
Q Mre Elowitz, do you lnow Obersturmfuehrer Christ referred 
to by Mikolaschek in Prosecution's Exhibit Number 100A just read? 
Yes. 


Is he in tho courtroom? 


What number is he wearing? 


A 
Q 
A Yes, he is. 
Q 
A 


Number 7. 
Do you know the Erich Werner referred to in the exhibit 
read? 
A Yes, 
Q Will you look at the defendants on your left and state 
whether or not he is present. 
A Yes, he is wearing Number 72. 
PRESIDENT: Numter 72 stand up. Sit dom. 
Q Do you know Heinz Hofmann referred to in Prosecution'!s 
Exhibit 100A just read? 
A Yes, hs is wearing Number 25, 
PRESIDENT: Number 25 stand upe Sit downs 
In your interrogations at IeP. Number 2, Schwabisch 
» Germany, did you h occasion to interrogate Heinz Hofmann? 


Yease 


5 Number 257 
Yes, it is. 
Did Hofmann make a statement to you as a result of your 
interrogation? 
dide 


AA PT AT 


CAPTAIN SH Prosecution hands the reporter a 
written instrument and roauests that is 


Exhibit 101 for identification. 


(Elowitz - Redirect) 





(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Pros= 
scutionts Exhibit 101 for identification by the reporter.) 
Q I hand you Prosecution's Exhibit marked 101 for identif= 
ication and ask you if you can identify it. 
A It is a statement written and signed by Heinz Hofmanne 
Were you present when that statement was signed? 
I was present when it was written and signed. 


Is the statement sworn to? 


> BD PF © 


Yese 
Who administered the oath? 
Captain Shumackere 


Was the statement made voluntarily? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


It wase 
Q Did you use any forces, cruel or harsh treatment to obtain 
statement? 
A No. 
Q Did you make any promises of any kind to Hofmann to 
obtain this statement? 
A Nos 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKIR: Prosecution offers in evidence 
Prosecutionts Exhibit marked 101 for identification, with the 
request that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution!s 
Exhibit 101, 
LT. COLONEL DWINELL: The Defense objects to the evidence 
on the grounds previously stated. 


PRESIDENT: The objection overruled. The exhibit 


is admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecution's Exhibit 
"P-101", 

(Whevaupon the document referred toy having been 
previously marked and identified was received in evidence as 
Prosecution's Exhibit "P-101" and is attached hereto and made 


@ part of the wcord.) 


(Elowitz - Redirect) 





CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence 
a true and correct English translation of Proseoutionts Exhibit 
"P-101" and request tht it be attached to the record and marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit "P-lO1A". 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense, there is no 
objections 

FRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit will 
be admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecutionts Exhibit 
WP-LOLA"» 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit "P-1O1A" by the reporter and is attached 
hereto and mde a part of the records) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution requests permission to 
read its Exhibit "P-101" and "P-1O14", 


PRESIDENT: Grantede 


CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: (Reading): 


"I, Heinz HOFMANN, Rottenfuehrer, having been duly sworn, 
make the following statements 


"During the EIFEL offensive in December 194, I was a member 
of the 2nd platoon, 2nd Company, 1st Panzer Regiment, ISSAH.e I 
was assigned to the i ank of Hauptscharfuehrer KNAPPICH, as gunners 
Hauptscharfuehrer KNAPPICH was also my platoon leader. My Company 
Commander was Obersturmfuehrer FRIEDRICH CHRIST. 


"on 19 December 19); at about 8 otclock in the morning, 
our company entered STOUMONT. I have prepared a sketch which 
I attach hereto, which shows the precise location of the tanks 
which I now recall with certaintys When we entered STOUMONT, 
Rottenfuehrer PRAHM's tank (2) was knocked out at the comer 
as shown on my sketche Seuptscharfuehrer KNAPPICHts tank (3) 
took the position as shown on my sketch. As soon as wa had 
taken position Hauptscharfuehrer KNAPPI gave me the order 
turn tl irret to the ri d to shoot with the 
at Ame: an trenchese A mad fired several bu 
gave me the order to turn urret to the left and gave 
order, *HEINZ, M.G. ready - fire at the group of men standing 
in front.t I looked in the direction hs pointed and I saw a 
group of 15 to 20 Americams who stood at this spot indicated 
on my sketch as Nos 1. These Americans were guarded by some 
paratroopers; as far as I could see they had no weapons, I 
knew they were American prisoners because they wore American 
uniforms. I assumed that Hauptscharfuehrer KNAPPICH knew that 


(Hoffmann Statement ) 





these were prisoners of war because as I saw them with German 
guerds and without weapons it was at once clear to me that 

these soldiers were American prisoners of war. I follwed 
Hauptscharfuehrer KNAPPICH's order and shot 2 to 3 bursts into 

the American prisoners of war. I saw the ones I hit dump 

to the ground, and I am sure that they were either badly wounded 
or dead, although I don't know the exact number I hite At the time 
I shot at the American prisoners of war, I heard the radio operator 
MeGe firing, although I can't state with certainty that he shot 

at the prisoners because it was impossible for me at that moment 
to see the direction in which he shot. At that time Sturmmann 
MIKOLASCHEK, sat in the radio operator's MsCe position. I heard 
M.G. fire from the other tanks af my company at the same time as 

I shot, but it was impossible for me to see which one of the tanks 
shot because they stood either behind or on the side of our tanke 


"I shot the American prisoners of war as I just described — 
only on orders of Hauptscharfuehrer KNAPPICH, my tank commander 
and platoon leader, and if I hadn't received such m order from 
my tank commander I wuldn't have shote 


"T make this statement consisting of two pages and one sketch 
voluntarily and out of my own free will. 


"No threats, force, or promises of reward or immunity from 
prosecution have been made to me». 


/s/ Heinz HOFMANN 
15 Warch 196 


"Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 15th day of March 196 at 
Schwabisch Hall, Germany 
/s/ RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt CMP" 


(Whereupon the statement was read in the German languages) 


(Hofmann Statement) 





PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ) “he "rosecution offers in 
evidence picture affidavit executed by the accused Heinz Hofmann 
showing a picture of the accused Mikolaschek, and request that 
it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-101-B and attached to the record. 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense there is no objection 
to the picture affidavit, or is there any necessity for the reading 
of same, and it is further stipulated that the photograph is that of 
the accused Arnold Mikolaschek. 

PRESIDENT: ‘There being no objection, the Exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-lO1-B. 

(Whereupon the document referred to having been previously marked 
was received in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit P-l0l-B, and is 
attached hereto and made part of the record.) 

PROSECUTION: (Mr FLOWITZ) - your Cross-examination. 

DEFENSE: May it please the Court the Defense does not 
desire to interrogate the witness at this time, 

PRESIDENT: There do not appear to be any further questions. 
The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew). 

PROSECUTION: The Prosecution calls as next witness Hans 

Huebler. 
HANS HUEBLER, a witness for the Prosecution was duly re- 
sworn and testified through an interpreter further as follows: 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
ry ELOWITZ) 
Q you the sam ans Huebler who has previ 
in this case ? 


A Yes 
Q And you previously testified that you were a member of the 


2nd Company, lst SS Panzer Regiment, and that your Company Commander 


was Obersturmfushrer Christ, is that correct ? 
A Yes . 


(Huebler-redirect) 
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Q Were you a member of the 2nd Company on the morning of 
19 December 19), ? ‘ 
Yes. 
Where were you at that time ? 
At Stoumont. 
Did anything happen there ? 


Yes 


Will you describe what happened 7 


When we arrived at the SERN SF Stoumont early in the 


VA morning 1 was in the leading tank number 222. It was very quiet with 
the exception of some firing coming out of the house. Our Commander 
gave orders to the radioman to retum the fire and shoot into the 
building. After that a Sergeant and two other men went into the 
building and took about 13 Americans out. The prisoners were taken 
to the left of our tank and I could not observe anything further. 
Later on we were knocked out. After we were knocked out, the driver 
and the radioman jumped out of the vehicle. The radioman was shot and 
fell. The driver fell as well. The assistant gunner jumped out 
ahead of me then I jumped out and sought cover in a little ditch. 
Half left - at the back of me 2nd Company tanks were standing. I saw 
how the radioman of Knappich's tank was shooting at the prisoners 
who were there on the side of the street. There was a great deal of 
fighting going on- by that + mean combat. I could see how two of 
these prisoners were falling dowm. I did not see anything further and 
returned to Ia Gl Bs 

Q When did you first see these American prisoners of war 7? 

A That was before. Our tank had not yet beenknocked out, 
in other words I was still inside it. 

Q What were they doing then ? 

A As they came out they stood still and had weapons in their 
hands but when they were being shot at by Knappich's tank they no 
(Huebler-redi rect) 
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longer had any weapons. 
Q Do you know who the radio operator of Knappich's tank 
was at that time ? 
Yes 
Who ? 
Sturmmann Mikolaschek. 
Could you identify him if you saw him again 7 
Yes. 
Will you please look at the defendants seated on your left 
you can identify Sturmmann Mikolaschek 7? 
Yes, Number 37. 
What-was the number of your tank if you remember ? 
226. 
Were you ever in La Gleize ? 
Yes 
When ? 
The 21st. 
Did you see any American prisoners of war in la Gleize ? 


Yes 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


State where and under what circumstances ? 

A I was in the C.P. of Colonel Peiper, and I saw about 30 
Americans marched up and they were being accompanied by infantry-men,. 
I heard the noise of shouting "Where are you going with those 
prisoners of war ?" and the answer was ‘We were told to deliver them 
here." The voice went on to say "Lead them to the pasture and bump 
them off ". 

Q Whose voice was that 7? 

That voice was Obersturmfuehrer Christ. 

Q Can you state why you concluded that that was the voice 
of Christ ? 

A The voice of Obersturmfuehrer Christ is such as it can be 
recognized if you have known him for two months. 


(Huebler-redirect) 1320 
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Pcie Q Did you see Christ shortly before or after the i ncident 7? 


The incident you have just described 7? 
A I saw him before the incident but not afterwards. 
Q Where did you see him before the incident ? 
A In the C.P,. 
Q Did the voice which you have just described as giving the 
order to'bump off' the American prisoners of war come from the C.P, ? 
A It came out of the house in the C.P. from some roome 
PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ). You may cross-examine. 
RE CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (Lt WAHLER) 
Q Will you describe the formation of the prisoners of war as 
you saw them just prior to being shot ? 
A They came in three rows. 
Were they under guard at that time 7? 
Yes. 
How many German soldiers were guarding them ? 
It may have been four men. 
Would you - or did you recognize from what units they were ? 
No, but they were wearing grey field coats. 
Whereabouts at the intersection or at the entrance to Stoumont 
were these prisoners standing ? 
A They were standing in Stoumont on the left in front of a 
white house. 
Q Where did the prisoners come from ? 
A They came out of a white building in Stoumont. 
Q Can you describe this building ? 
A The house was half left in front of met it had been painted 
white and was not too big. 
Q As you approached this entrance to Stoumont, did you happen 
to notice the building at that time ? 


(Huebler-reafoss :) 
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A Yes. 

Q At that time did you see any machine gun firing coming from 
that house. 

A Rifle shots. 

Q Can you describe what you saw ? 

A Rifle shots coming out of the building . There is Nothing 
further I can describe any more. 

Q Did anyone from your tank fire into the building ? 

A That I don't know. 

Q Do you know if any other tanks were given orders to fire 
into the building 7? 

A That I also don't know. 

Q Do you know whether or not there was an American Anti-tank 
gun near this building ? 

A No. On the right hand side of the Church there was an 
American Anti-tank gun, 

Q How far is the church from this building you have heretofore 
described 7? 

A 30 to O meters approximately. 

Q Can you describe this anti-tank Weapon that you saw and ths 
mumber of crew members that were firing it ? 

A No. 

Q Was this anti-tank gun being fired at thetime that you saw it 7? 


PROSECUTION? (Mr BLOWITZ) The Prosecution objects to that 


question on the grounds that it is immaterial and irrelevant to the issues 


in the case. 

DEFENSE: (Lt WAHLER). If the court P lease, on direct-exnmination 
the witness testified to this and all I an trying to do is test his credib- 
ility. 

PRESIDENT: Objection over~ruled. 

A It wag not firing when we wore standing. It only began firing 


when we moved forward because I could nét see it before. 
(itaeblerrecross ) 
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A Yes. 


Q At that time did you see any machine gun firing coming from 
that house. 


A Rifle shots. 


Q Can you describe what you saw ? 


A Rifle shots coming out of the building . There is nothing 


further I can describe any mores 

Q Did anyone from your tank fire into the building ? 

A That I don't know. 

Q Do you know if any other tanks were given orders to fire 
into the building 7? 

A That I also don't know. 

Q Do you know whether or not there was an American Anti-tank 
gun near this building ? 

A No» On the right hand side of the Church there was an 
American Anti-tank gun. 

Q How far is the church from this building you have heretofore 
described 7 

A 30 to hO meters approximately. 

Q Can you describe this anti-tank weapon that you saw and the 
number of crew members that were firing it ? 

A No. 

Q Was this anti-tank gun being fired at thetime that you saw it ? 

PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ) The Prosecution objects to that 

question on the grounds that it is immaterial and irrelevant to the issues 
in the case. 

DEFENSE: (Lt WAHLER). If the court P lease, on direct-examination 
the witness testified to this and all I am trying to do is test his credib- 
ility. 

PRESIDENT: Objection over-ruled. 

A It was not firing when we were standing. It only began firing 
when we moved forward because I could not see it before. 


(Hueblerrecross) L322 





Q Was this anti-tank gun firing at the time the Prisoners 
of war were standing in front of this building ? 
A No. 
Q When did this anti-tank gun stop firing 7? 


A a only stopped when we were knocked out and our tank 
‘ 
was burning. 


Q After your tank was knocked out where did you go ? 
Toward La Gleizee 


Immediately after your tank was knocked out what did you 


I reported to the C.P, where I was assigned to a Mark P IV 


Q What I would like to know is what did you do immediately 


after you got out of that tank ? 
A I sought cover in the side ditch . 


How far was this place from where your tank was knocked 


About 5 to 6 meters. 
Can you describe how deep this ditch was ? 
50 centimeters. 
How long did you remain in this ditch ? 
It may have been about 5 minutes. 
Q While you were in the ditch did you happen to have the 
occasion to observe the directions of firing -- 
PROSECUTION(Lt Col ELLIS) If the Court please, we request 


that the Defense makes that question more 


e says "firing"- 
what is he referring to when he says "firing". 
DEFENSEs(It WAHLER) I will rephrase the question. 
Q While you were in the ditch, did you happen to observe 
whether there was any firing coming from the anti-tank gun that you 


heretofore described ? 


(Huebler-recross) 





LT. : gh I will rephrase the 
question, 
ESTIONS B EFENSE (LT. WARLER coNTD) 


Q While you were in the ditch, did you happen 


to observe whether there was any fire coming from this 


anti tank gun that you have heretofore described? 
No, it no longer fired. 
e any small arms fire coming from 
any other than from the German tanks that 


were 





Oil 


any other machtir 


other words, the only weapon which you 


rection of the prisoners of 


operator's machine sun? 





W MEMBER; Unfortunately the interpreter 


doesn't seem to know how to interpret right now. 


Just a minute. Let's get all of 
this translated. D you repeat the remarks of the 
law member? 

Int i I interpreted all three remarks. 


the members of prosecu- 





space in which you were 1; 
wot ) 


ITT Zs 


Ne have no objection to 
translation. You may continue. 


VESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. HERTKORN CONTD) 
To what type of fire was the space in 
were, subjected? 

A I couldn't determine that. 


Have you as a soldier found out 


between the hittin of ar 


anti tank ¢ 


under 





ch was allegedly directed from the tank on the 


prisoners of war guards were also hit? 


When you saw the fire ac out of the tank, 


were you able to see backwards to the prisoners of 
war? 
I followed with my eyes the direction of 


of the machine sun and I saw how two fell 


here anv she 
bursts‘ 


both } he Amertcans 


Sometime stated that two memb : 


2rs ol 


our crew were t down as they jumped out of the 
vehicle. Do you know from which direction 


those 


shots came? 





UESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. HERTKOR} 


Through what fire and from what direction do 


you believe the driver and the radioman of the 


vehicle as they jumped out were hit? 
A Exactly I cannot say but in my opinion it 
from the front from up ahead. 
Did you notice whether or not those guards 
were watchine the prisoners took cover or remained 
sre they wer standir when this firing was 


stundine. 





That was before noon, around 10, 11 o'clock. 


ond company in La Gleize already? 


second company had already passed through 


other words, nobody of the second co pany 
remained in La. Gleize? 
hat I don't know. TI saw none. 
arrive on foot and by yourself or 


Accompanied by ymeone in 


went with my assistant nih , Sturmmann 


movin 





ou correctly 


e the first 


" sre before vou? 
Stoumont. Were parachutists there befo you 


witneas to refrain 





The Court will 


defense ‘ 1 to interrog 


witness ss to s chnical qualifications by virtue 


ber of a tank crew, 


may proceed. 





that was going on sought cover? 
g £ . r 


Prosecution objects. 
was no testimony that the guards and prisoners 


war were moving freely along on the street. As I 


recall the testimony, the prisoners were marched by 


the guards across the street from where the house 
stood the corner and were shot. 
The objection is sustained. 
Le: Nothing further 


xamtinati 





was approximately there (Indicating) with 


was approximately at this point. 
Where was the house you saw the prisoners 
brought out of? 
ise is approximately here (Indicating 
ELOWITZ: Let the record show the 
to the first house on the east of the 


street entering Stoumont. 


the prisoners of war standin 


wher 


vou saw two 





147,12sp American gun or were they protected from the fire 


by their position near the house? 
They were not exposed to the fire of 
American gun. 
iLOWITZ: That 1s all. 
NSE COUNSEL: Dr. Hertkorn. 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
HERTKORN) 
Glelze hear the order or 


at time do you believe 


proximately 





147,13sp 


tuestions by the defense? 
ANSE COUNSEL; Nothing further from the 
[DENT: Questions by the Court? 
Apparently none, the witness 1s excused. 


(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew. ) 


Court will recess until 





PROSECUTION: If the court please, let 


the record show that all of the members of the prosecution, 


all of the members of the court, all of the members of the de- 
fense, with the exception of Mr. Strong, who is absent on the 


business of the defense, as well as the reporter, are present, 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): The 
prosecution recalls at this time Mr, Ellowitz. 


MR. ELLOWITZ, recalled as a witness by 
the prosecution, was reminded of his oath before the court and 


testified as follows: 


(Whereupon the questions, answers and 


other proceedings were interpreted to the accused.) 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher) : 


Q During your interrogations at IP Number 2, Schwabisch 
Hall, did you have occasion to interrogate one Erwin Szyperski? 

A I did, 

Q Would you know this Erwin Ssyperski, if you saw him 
again? 

A Yes, 

Q Would you look at the accused on your left and point 
out Erwin Szyperski, if you can? 


is present and he is wearing Number 56, 


PRESIDENT: Number 56, stand up...sit dow. 
Q Did you take a statement from Erwin Szyperski, the man 


you have just identified as Number 567 


(Bllowitz - Direc 





Yes. 
In what form was this statement? 


It was written. 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): The 
prosecution hands the reporter a document, to be marked "Pros- 
ecution Exhibit 102, for identification", and requests that it 


be so marked by the reporter, 


(Whereupon "Prosecution Exhibit No. 102, 

for identification" was marked by the reporter as requested.) 

Q I hand you this document, marked "Prosecution Exhibit 
No. 102, for identification" and ask you to identify it, if you 
can. 

A Yes, this is the statement written and signed by Erwin 
Szyperski. 

Q Was this statement made voluntarily? 

A It was. 

Q Did you employ any cruel, harsh, or inhuman treatment 
to obtain that statement? 

A I did not, 

Q Did you make any promises of any kind to get that 
statement? 

A I did not. 


Is that statement sworn to? 


Who administered the oath? 


Q 
A Yes, it was. 
Q 
A 


Captain Schumacher, 


PROSEUCTION (Captain Schumacher): The pros~- 
ecution offers into evidence the document previously marked “Pros- 


ecution Exhibit 102, for identification" and requests that it be 


(Bllowitz - Direct) 





attached to the record and noted as "Prosecution Exhibit No. 102", 


DEFENSE (Lt Col Dwinell): The defense ob- 
jects on the grounds previously stated, 


PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled, 
and the document offered into evidence by the prosecution at this 
time and previously marked "Prosecution Exhibit No, 102, for iden- 
tification" will be accepted into evidence by the court and noted 


as “Prosecution Exhibit No. 102", for attachment to the record. 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): The pros- 
ecution offers into evidence a true and correct English transla- 
tion of Prosecution Exhibit No. 102, to be marked Prosecution Ex- 
hibit No, 102 A, and to be attached to the record. 


DEFENSE: The defense has no objection, 


PRESIDENT; There being no objection, the 
translation offered into evidence by the prosecution is accept- 
ed into evidence by the court and will be marked Prosecution Ex- 


hibit No. 102 A, for attachment to the record, 


(Whereupon the document referred to having 
been accepted into evidence by the court, it was read to the court 


and translated for the accused as follows:) 


"I, Erwin Szyperski, Rottenfeuhrer, having been duly 


sworn, make the following statement: 


"In December 19), I was in the 2nd Company, 1st Panzer 
Regiment ISSAH, I was attached to the 3rd Platoon, which was led 
by Untersturmfeuhrer Helmt Koch, and in this platoon I was driver 
of Uscha Brauschke's tank, The other men of this tank crew were 
Uscha Brauschke, Tank Commandant, Schuetze Angerer, machine-gunner, 


Nestler, Assistant Machine Guhter, and Rolf Ritzer, radio-operator. 





"On the 15th December 19h), on the day before the Eifel 


offensive, our Company was assembled between |; and 5 o'clock in 
the afternoon for a talk given by Obersturmfeuhrer Crist, Company 
Commander of our Company, This talk took place in a wood near a 
village which name I don't know. Obersturmfeuhrer Crist spoke 


to us as follows: 


"'Men, I have just returned now from the Battalion CP 
and have a message to give you. Tomorrow starts the big offen- 
sive, which is going to determine the final fate of Germany. We 
will fight in the old 8S spirit and show no mercy to the enemy. 
You are 8S troops and what you do with prisoners of war you cap- 
ture is none of my business,' 


"From this speech, which Obersturmfeuhrer Crist deliver- 
ed, I understood that I could 'bump off! the prisoners of war 
who would be taken, without receiving punishment from my superior 


officers, 


"On the 19th December 19), between 7 and 8 in the morn- 
ing my tank together with four or five other tanks of my Company 
entered STOUMONT, I have prepared a sketch marked "A" attached 
hereto, which shows what took place here, and from now on I will 
refer in regard to this incident to the numbers which are indica- 


ted on this sketch. 


"As we approached the curve, Rottenfeuhrer Prahm's tank 
indicated on my sketch as No, 1, had been knocked out by American 
A.T. fire. My tank (2) stopped immediately, At the same time I 
noticed 20 to 25 American prisoners of war (l;) standing on the 


left-hand side of the road guarded by 3 to )} German sentries, I 
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knew that these prisoners were Americans because they wore the 
American uniform, These Americans were standing in a group with 
their hands in the air and as far as I could see they had no wea- 
pons, Unterscharfeuhrer Brauschke gave the order to "bump off" 
these prisoners. I heard Sturmfeuhrer Ritzer with the radio-op- 
erator's machine gun, Schuetze Angerer with the turret machine 
gun traversing their machine guns at the group of prisoners and 
each of them fired three to four bursts into the prisoner group. 

I saw the prisoners of war getting hit by the MG fire and all, 
with the exception of 5 to 7 prisoners slumped to the ground, 
These 5 to 7 prisoners ran in the direction LA GLEIZE and I do 
not know what happened to them, Nobody of our tank crew left 

the tank in order to determine whether they were dead, but in 

the manner in which they slumped to the ground and were lying, 

I assumed that they were dead. None of them yelled or thrashed 
around, The tanks of our Company behind us were also firing at 
this time, but I could not determine whether they shot into the 
prisoner group./ Although I can't say with certainty the order 

of the tanks behind me at this time, I knew they were the tanks 
of Untersturmfeuhrer Koch, Untersturmfeuhrer Kaufmann, Hauptschar- 
feuhrer Knappich, Oberscharfeuhrer Ropeter, and Unterscharfeuhrer 
Herzog. Immediately after the shooting of the prisoners of war, 
our tank backed into the position number 3, indicated on my sketch. 
We remained in this position for about 15 minutes and then we con- 
tinued by making a detour behind the house on the right side, in- 


dicated on my sketch, 


"About a half an hour after we had left the place which 
I described here, we reached the center of STOUMONT at a point 
indicated on my sketch "B", attached hereto, and halted. We ex- 


changed artillery fire here with enemy guns, which were some dis- 
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tance away, While we halted there, I noticed a group of 20 to 


30 American prisoners of war on the place number 5, as indicat- 
ed on my sketch. These prisoners were guarded by three German 
sentries and stood with their arms in the air and they had no 

weapons, Nobody shot at the prisoners while I was there and as 


our tank continued, they stood unharmed, 


"On the same day our tank with two or three other tanks 

of our Company in the afternoon between 2 and 3 o'clock reached 

a@ point 1 to 2 kilometers west of STOUMONT, as shown on my sketch 
"C" attached hereto, I will from now on refer to the numbers in- 
dicated on this sketch, as I describe the incident which took 
place there. To the left of us stood a group of 10 to 15 American 
prisoners of war with two or three German guards. I could tell by 
their uniforms that the prisoners were Amricans and they stood 
with their arms in the air and had no weapons, Unterscharfeuhrer 


Brauschke gave the order to “bump off" the prisoners of war, 


"Ritzer loaded his machine gun and Nestler loaded the 
turret gun for Angerer. At the same time I picked the M.P. up 
which was lying left from me, and I stood up through the driver's 
opening, the door of which was open. Unterscharfeuhrer Brauschke 
gave the order "Commence fire", Ritzer and Angerer fired several 
bursts with their machine gun into the prisoners and I fired two 
short bursts with the machine pistol. As I now recall, I fired 

imultaneously with the ma guns. I di >t aim at any par 
ticular prisoner, but I aimed at the group and pulled the trigger. 
I saw them being hit and they slumped to the ground and were ly- 
ing in various positions. The prisoners were lying quietly and 
nobody yelled or thrashed around on the ground and as they appear- 


ed to me, they were all dead. Nobody climbed out of the tank to 
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check the Americans, because at this time Untersturmfeuhrer Kauf- 
mann's tank was directly behind us and received a hit and was 
burning. I do not know whether Untersturmfeuhrer Kaufmann's tank 


(2) or Untersturmfeuhrer Koch (3) also shot at the prisoner group. 


"When Untersturmfeuhrer Kaufmann's tank was knocked 
out, I attempted to turn my tank and to get out of there ina 
hurry, and, in doing so, I got stuck in the ditch. Our crew a- 
bandoned the tank and started to walk back on foot in the direc- 
tion of STOUMONT, in order to report to Hauptsturmfeuhrer Poetsch- 
ke, our Battalion Commander, that we had left our tank. Only Un- 
terscharfeuhrer Brauschke and I reported to Hauptsturmfeuhrer 
Poetschke, because the others had gone off by themselves. As Un- 
terscharfeuhrer Brauschke revealed to Hauptsturmfeuhrer Poetsch- 
ke the situation, Hauptsturmfeuhrer Poetschke got very angry, 
pulled his pistol out and yelled to Unterscharfeuhrer Brauschke 
that: ",..if you don't get that tank out of the ditch, I'll shoot 
yousese". Brauschke and I turned around in order to go back to 
the tank. As we got near to the place where our tank was stuck, 
I noticed a group of 10 American prisoners of war (5) who were 
being marched by a German sentry in the direction of STOUMONT, 
This was at a clearing bordering the main road where our tank 
was stuck, These prisoners wore the American uniform, marched 
with their hands over their heads, and had no weapons. When 
Brauschke and I reached the point "X", indicated on my sketch 
"ct, the machine gun (6) operated by the paratroopers opened 
fire at the prisoners, I was carrying the machine pistol and 
Unterscharfeuhrer Brauschke said to me: 'You shoot, too',. 
fired with my machine pistol and shot two to three prisoners 
which were the only ones which were stili standing, because the 


others had already been hit by the machine gun fire and were 





lying on the ground, I was only five meters away from the pri- 
soners and fired two to three bursts with the machine pistol 
and I could see how the shots of my machine pistol hit the pri- 
soners in the chest, From this group of Americans nobody could 
escape and all were killed, I walked to the prisoners which I 
had shot at and determined they were dead, because they did not 


move. This all took place around 6 o'clock on 19 December 19) 


and although it was already dark we could see everything clear- 
ly, because Untersturmfeuhrer Kaufmann's tank was close by, It 


had been knocked out previously and was still burning brightly. 


"On the night of 23rd to 2th December 19), on the day 
we had broken out of the pocket in IA GLEIZE, I heard Hauptschar- 
feuhrer Knappich saying to Uscha Rech, of our Company, and sever- 
al NCO's: 'We killed on the last day in IA GLEIZE, American pri- 
soners of war.' From this statement and from the fact that in 
LA GLEIZE, Knappich's tank stood as security guard between two 
houses, one of which was used to keep a big group of American 
prisoners of war in the cellar, I concluded that Knappich's tank 


shot these prisoners of war. 


"I make this statement consisting of 8 pages an three 
sketches marked "A", "B", and "C", voluntarily, and of my om 


free will, without coercion, threats or promises of reward, 
"Signed: Rottenfeuhrer Erwin Szyperski, 8 March 


"Sworn to 
March 1946 at Schwat 


macher, Captain, CMP," 


(Ellowitz - Direct) 
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CAPT, SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence two 
affidavits executed by Erwin Szyperski, one of the accused Friedrich 
Christ and one identifying the accused Rolf Ritzer and requests they 
be attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibits P~102=B 
and P-102-C respectively. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the Defense there is no 
objection to the picture affidavits nor any necessity for reading the 
same. It is further admitted that they are pictures of the accused 
Christ and Ritzer. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibits offered 
by the Prosecution will be admitted into evidence and marked Exhibits 
P-102-B and P-102—C respectively. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibits 
102-B and 102-C respectively and are attached hereto and made a part 
of the record.) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT, SHUMACKER) 


Q Mr. Elowitz, during the course of your interrogations 


at I.P. #2, Schwaebisch Hall, Germany, did you have oomsion to interrogate 


one Erich Werner? 
Yes. 
W. 


Would you know Erich Werner if you saw him again? 


Yes. 


Will you look at the prisoners in the dock on your left 


ESIDENTs Number 72 stand upe 
(Whereupon the accused did as directed.) 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter a written statement 
and request that it be marked Prosecution Exhibit P-103 for ide 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 


ibit P=103: for 


(Elowitz-redirect ) 





QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 

Q I hand you Prosecution Exhibit P-103 for identification, 
Mr. Elowitz, and ask you to identify it if you can. 

A Itisa ata banany written and signed by Erich 
Werner. 

Q Is that the same Erich Werner that you have just 
identified as wearing number 72? 

A It is. 


Was that statement made voluntarily? 


Is it in Werner's own handwriting? 


Q 
A It wase 
Q 
A 


Tt is. 
Q Did you employ force, duress or harsh treatment to 
obtain that statement? 
A No, 
Q Did you make any promises of any kind to Werner to 
obtain that statement? 
A No. 
Q Is that statement sworn to? 
Yes. 
Who administered the oath? 
Captain Shumacker. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence its 
Exhibit marked P-103 for identification and rec st that it be 
attached to the record and marked P-103. 
LT, COL. DWINELL: Defense objects to the evidence on 


the grounds previously stated. 
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PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. The 


exnibit offered by the Prosecution will be admitted into 


evidence and will be marked Exhibit P-103. 

(Thereupon the documsnt referred to was marked Prose- 
ceution Exnibit No. P-103, having been previously marked and 
identified, was received in evidence, is attacned hereto and 
made a part of the record.) 

CAPT. SHUVMACKER: I hand the reporter a document 
whicn is a true and correct English translation of Exhibit 
P-103 and request that it be marked for identification as 
Froseoution Exhibit F-103-A. 

(Yhereupon the document referred to was marked Prose- 
cution Exhibit P-103-A for identification by the reporter.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence 
a true and correct Snglish translation of Exhibit P-103, 
marked for identification as Prosecution Exnibit P-103-A. 

JFENSE COUNSEL: On benalf of the Defense there 
is no objection. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit 
offered by the Prosecution will be admitted into evidence and 

ill be marked Frosecution Sxnibit P-103-A. 
(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution 
ade a part 
Prosecution request pe 
P-103 and f-103-A. 
PRESIDENT: 


(“hereupon Captain Shumacker read Prosseution Bxninit 





"I, Erich WERNER, SS Rottf., having been duly sworn under 
oath make the following statement: 


In December 1944 at the tine of the EIFSL offensive, I 
was a member of the 2nd platoon, 2nd Company, Ist SS Panzer 
Reriment LSSAH. I was assigned to the tank of Hauptschar- 
fuenrer KNAPPICH as driver. My Company Commander was Ober- 
sturmf. CHRIST, and my platoon leader was Hauptschf. KNAPPICH. 


On 15 December 1944 about 6 o'clock in the evening while 
our company was asserbled in the forest near BLANKENHSIM the day 
prior to the beginning of the offensive, Obersturmf. CHRIST 
delivered a speech to the whole company. He spoke as follows: 


‘Tomorrow begins an offensive whicn is going to 
decide tne final fate of our nation. We will go 
forward ruthlessly. Remembsr the terror bombings by 
the Amaricans whicn have killed many of our women and 
ehildren. Now is our time for revenge. In this of- 
fensive no prisoners of war will be takon.' 


I mew from Obersturmfuenrer CHRIST's speech that I could 
snoot prisoners of war without fear of punishment from my 
superior officers. I remember when Obersturmfuenrer CHRIST 
finished nis speech, Sturmmann MICKOLASCHSK from my tank crow 
asked the Company Commander wnere he could cet a pair of shoes. 
Obersturmf. CHRIST answered: 


‘when the offensive begins tomorrow we will have 
plenty of loot.' 


Obersturmf. CHRIST also warned us to be careful not to 
snoot in the villages where we saw the letter 'Z' scratched on 
buildines as hare would be our soldiers in American uniforms who 
were with the SKORZENY group. We were told that SKORZENY's men 
would take off tneir noimets and wave tnem as a sign of recogni- 
tions 


On the morning of 19 December 1944, at about 7 o'clock our 
tank together witn other tanks of our company entered STOUMINT. 
At this place I sa merican prisoners of war snot, and I have 
drawn a sketch marked 'A't and attacned it hereto snowing the lo- 
cation of our tanks and the group of American prisoners of ware 
Rottf. PRAHM's tank was knocked out at the place indicated by 
number 1 on my sketch. My tank was located at tns piace marked 
number 3 on my sketch and the group of Amrican prisoners of war 
is indicated by number 2. 


The prisoners w at out 14 to 15 stood without 
sapons and with their | | S behind their heads. 
thres Garman + ir} isrs s 1 ard nearby. 


that these were A 


A 


4 reached s plac 
heard an order over the radio from our cc 
that our Tank 1ould bump off the Am 
taken by I tr) from the ho 
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sketch and brought to position number 2. Havptscnarfuehrer 
KNAPFICH gave the gumner, Rttf. HOFFMANN the order to turn the 
turret left and cave the order to fire. Both, the turret 
macnine gun operated by Rttf. HOFFMANN and the radio-machine 

gun operated by Sturm. MICKOLASCHECK fired 3 to 4 bursts each 
into the group of prisoners. I was the driver and did not fire 
but I watcned the whole incident and saw how the Americans were 
hit and slumped to the groud. They lay in odd positions md it 
was cher to ms that they were ail either seriously wounded or 
dead. Right after this Oberscnarf. ROPUTER's tank wont across 
the field on to the road, followed by Unterscharf. BRAUSCHKE's 
tank, and vo followed after. ‘e travelled along the main street 
of STOUMONT and reached a point in the center of the villace, 
which I have snown on my sketch 'B' attached hereto. At point 
number 5 on my sketch, I saw a proup of about 30 to 35 American 
prisoners of war standing sidewayse They were standing in single 
file fecing us as we travoiled towards them as snowm on my sketch. 
Tne prisoners had their hands clasped behind tneir heads, and had 
no weapons. When my tank reached the point shovm as number $ on 
my sketch, which was about midway of the colum of prisoners, I 
saw machine eum tracer bullets firing into that part of the group 
of prisoners who wre still ahead of me. 


It was clear to me from my past experience in battle that from 
the sound of the shooting and the amount of tracer bullets I sav, 
that tne firing was coming from two machine gums. From the noise 
and the tracers I was absolutely positive that the fire directed at 
these prisoners came from two machine guns and not froma single 
one. This was obvious from the fact that the tracers snowed two 
different but simultaneous trajectories. 


I am also positive that this macnine gum fire care from two 
macnine guns mounted on the same vehicle. The trajectories as 
shown by the tracers wore practically parallel and not more than 
30 om. apart, md travelled at approximately the same height above 
the ground. For these reasons I concivded that the fire had to 
come from one vdticle. 


I could not see who was firing so I yoiled to Hauptscnarfuehrer 
KNAFPICH, *Who is firing?* Hauptscnarf. KNAPFICH yeiled down ®m, 
‘It is the company commander's tank.* That is how I first knew that 
Opersturmf. CHRIST's tank was directly behind us. 


The Avericans that I saw shot, as I have just described, con- 
sisted of about half the group of 30 to 35 prisoners and nono of them 
escaped. I co not see that half of the file prisoners that 
my tank had already passed. J saw thom slump to the cround and 
assumed such positions that I Imew they vere dead. I have seen 
many soldiers shot in battle during the war md I can pretty well 
tell when a man is sitner badl ounded or dead. 

hat happened to the first part of this grour ri 

io not 1 » but 4+ assum that tne macnine guns that fired at 
the part of the group that I saw also shot the prisoners in thse 
first part of the line as the croup was not separated, but all 
stood in ons long line. 


About an hour later (we had only travelled about 1 or 1+ km.) 
our tank colum stopped on a very narrow road. During that 
riod of one hour we had been travelling on this narrow roads 
s road was so narrow that tanks could mither pass nor ovsr- 
other tanks. hen ve stopped I then saw that Vbersturmfum rer 
"s tank was the ons travellin irectly behind 
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On a day which I believe to be 21 December 1944, wnile 
ovr group was encircled in LA GLETZ2 pocket, at about 11 or 
11:30 in the morning, I, torether witn Rttf. HOFFMANN, was 
ordered to shoot American prisoners of war. I have prepared 
a sketcn marked 'C' and attach it hereto showing the place 
where the American prisoners wore snot and where our tank stood 
guard. At the times just mentioned I saw Havptscharf. PSTUN 
of tne 1st Company come up to tne tank and ordered Rttf. HOF MAIN 
and myself to coma alone witn our weapons. When w joined Haupt- 
scharf. KNAPPICH he said to us, 'We have to bump off prisoners.! 
e all went down to the house whero the prisoners were kept in 
the cellar. I have indicated this house by number 4 on my 
sketen marked 'C'. Our rroup consisted of Hauptscnharf. KNAPPICH 
who had a machine pistol, Unterscharf. TRECHSIER of the Ist 
Company, who also had a machine pistol, Sturm. LUM of Unter- 
scharf. TRECHSIZR's crew, Rttf. HOFFMANN, and myself. With tho 
exception of TRECHSIER and KNAFPICH, we all had Belgian pistols. 
"hen we reached the hovse whore the American prisoners were 
kept, Hauptscnarf. KNAPPICH said to Rttf. HOFFMANN and me, 'Go 
in and bring them out and take them to a gardon nearby.' We went 
down to the cellar and I yelled ani motioned to tho prisoners to 
com oute Thon HOFFMANN and + took them to the place marked 
number 3 on my skotch and lined them up in two rows facing us. 
The group consisted of about 10 to 12 prisoners. ‘We lined up 
about 10 meters in front of tho prisoners in the positions in- 
dicated on my sketcn. I was on the extreme left and Rttf. 
HOFFMANN was next to me and Hauptscnarf. KNAPPICH was next to 
him, then same Rttf. LUM and Unterscharf. TRECHSLER was on the 
extreme right. Hauptscharf. KNAPPICH then said to all of us, 
‘As soon as I start firing with the machine pistol - every man 
shoot.' Immediately after that Hauptsonarf. KNAPPICH fired his 
macnine pistol into tno prisoners and I took aim with my pistol 
at the prisoner standine second from the left facing me in the 
front row. I only had 5 bullets left in my magazine and I fired 
all of them into this one prisoner. I saw him slump to the ground. 
In the mantine everybody olse had fired and all the prisoners 
were lying on the ground. We walked up to the group of dead men, 
and I looked at ths one I had snot to see if he was still alive 
and needed a mrcy shot. However, after looking at him I was so 
certain that hs was dead that 4+ did not bother to deliver a 
mercy shot. Ail the other prisoners were also apparently dead 
end after examining them nobody delivered any mercy shots. 
Hauptsenarf. KNAPPICH then told us to return to our tank. 


lI remember that on the day we left the encirclement, I 
walked along the road in the direction of the church as shown 
on my sketch and at the place marked number 5, I saw a group of 
about 30 to 40 dead Americans. From the positions in which 
they vere lying I knew thet they were prisoners of war who had 
been bumped off. It w obvious t m that th had not faller 
in battle because there s such a large group killed in ons 
small places I did not part pate in this killing and although 
+ heard some of the soldiers from other companies talking about 
it, I do not know for certain who snot these prisoners. 


I make this statement consisting of 7 pares and three 
sketches marked 'A', 'B' and 'C' voluntarily, without coercion, 





threats, or promises of reward. 
: Sricn WERNER 
4 April 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 4th day of April 1946 at 
Schwaebisch Hall, Ger. 


Raphael! SHUMACKER 
Capt. cup" 


* 


(¥ erevpon the, statement Exnibit P-103-A was read 


in the German language by the interpreter.) 





CAPT. SCHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence 
an affidavit executed by the accused Erich WERNER, identifying a 
photograph of the accused Heinz Hoffmann, requests it be attached to 
the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit No. P-103-B, 

(Whereupon the document referred to above was marked 
Prosecutign's Exhibit P-103-B for identification). 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the defense there is no 
objection to the picture affidavit nor necessity for reading the 
same, and it is further stated that the photograph is that of the 
accused Hoffmann, 

CAPT. SCHUMACKER: ‘That is the accused Heinz Hoffmann, 

We have two Hoffmanns, 

DEFENSE COUNSE: Heinz Hoffmann, 

PRESIDENT: The Exhibit offered by the Prosecution will be 
admitted in evidence and marked P-103-8. 

(Whereupon the document referred to above having previous- 
ly been marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecu- 
tion's Exhibit P-103-B, and the same is attached hereto and made a 
part of the record,) 

CAPT. SCHUMACKER; You may cross examine, 

On behalf of the Defense, there is no 
iesire to cross examine the witness at this time, 
Any questions by the court Apparently none, 
The witness is excused, 

inereupor 
Otto Lessau, 

OTTO LESSAU, called as a witness for the Prosecution, was 
sworn and testified through an interpreter as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
UESTIONS BY 


(Zlowitz - Redirect) 
(Leesau - Direct) 
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(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 


were interpreted to the German counsel and accused.) 
Q What is your name? 
A Lessau, Otto, 
Q Were you ever a member of the German armed forces? 
A Yes, I was, 
Q What was your rank and to what organization did you belong? 
A I was an SS Unterscharfuehrer sergeant, and belonged to the 
2nd Company SS. Panzer Regiment L.SS.A.H. 
What is your present status? 
I am an American prisoner of war, 
are 
Where/you being held as a prisoner of war? 
In Dachau, 
Did you belong to 2nd Company, lst Panzer Regiment L.3S.A.Hs 
the Eifel offensive in December 1944? 
Yes, I did, 
Tho was your company commander? 
My company commander was lst Lt. Christ 
Could you identify Christ if you could see him again? 
A Yes. 
mI Will you please look to your left at the accused and iden- 
Christ? 
A Yes, 
What number is he wearing? 
Seven, 
What were your duties at that time in the Company 
I was Obersturmfuehrer Chri 
Who was your tank commander? 
Lst. Lt, Christ himself, 
2 Were you ever in Stumont during the period of the Hifel 


offensive? 





A I first set foot in Stumont on the morning of 19 December 1944. 

Q Were any of the tanks of your company Imocked out when you 
were into Stumont? 

A Yes, before we reached Stumont the tank of Rottenfuehrer 
Braun was knocked out outside of town, 

) How far was your tank from the position of Rottenfuehrer 
Braun's tank when it was knocked out? 

A About eighty meters, 

Q Was your tank commander Obersturmfuehrer Christ at that 
time in your panzer? 

A Yes, he was, 

Q Did you continue on in Stumont? 

A Yes, we went to Stumont. 

2 Did you see or hear anything happen? 

A When we reached the center of Stumont I saw at the right 
side of the road in front of a grocery store a group of American P.W,'s 
standing. 

a How many prisoners would you estimate were in the group? 

A There were 12 to 18 men, 

Describe how they were standing? 
A They were standing in front of a store, facing us, with 
their hands above their heads, 
Did they carry any weapons? 
y were carrying no weapons, 
be what happened then 


Our car stopped in front of these P.W's and while it ¥ 


stopping it fired thnge or five shots ofrom-theturret machine g 


Do you know who the turret machine gun operator was at 


that time? 


(Lessau - Direct) 





Who was it? 

The officer candidate Hans Pletz, 

Could you identify Hans Pletz if you were to see him again? 
Yes, 

Look at the accused on your left and identify Hans Pletz. 
Yes, 

What number is he wearing? 

436 


MR. ELOWITZ: May I request the Court to have Hans Pletz 


PRESIDENT: Ib. 43 standup, - Sit down, 
Was Hans Pletz at that time in his position as gunner? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you know if anyone but the gunner could fire or aim 
the turret machine gun? 

A Only Officer Candidate Pletz can aim it, 

Q At the time you saw the American prisoners of war and the 
time you heard the burst from your turret machine gun, was your com 
pany engaged in combat with the eneny? 

A We had already penetrated the village. There wasn't any 
more actual fighting, 

Was there any firing other than the firing from your 
turret machine gun? 


—_— 
A As far as 


CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY. DEFENSE: LT. COL. DWINNEL 
Q Lessau, you actually saw the prisoners shot at Stumont, 
is that correct? 
h I 


A No, I didnZt see that, 


(Lessau - Direct - Cross) 
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What do you base your information upon? 


MR. ELOWITZ: May it please the Court, the witness did 
not testify that he saw the prisoners shot, nor did he conclude 
that prisoners of war were shot, 

LT, COL, DWINNEL: As I recall the testimony, the wit- 
ness said he saw a tank fire upon prisoners, 

MR. ELOWITZ: I don't believe the witness stated that. 

He stated that he saw prisoners of war and then he heard the tur- 
ret machine gun firing. He is testifying to facts which corroborate 
the statement of Erich Werner, which was read previous to this tes- 
timony. 

LT. COL. DWINNEL: I wonder if we could go back and read 
the record? 

PRESIDENT: Objection over ruled, 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE LT. COL. DWINNEL: 

Upon what do you base your information? 

I saw the P.W.'s and I heard the shots, 

LT. COL. DWINNEL: No further questions, 


COL. EVERETT: Dr, Hertzkorn, 


CROSS EXAMINATION (cont'd) 


QUESTIONS BY DR. HERTZKORN: 


Q Did you see wn digs prisoners of war were guarded by 


the Germans? 
I didn't see that. 


Could you observe towards the side, from your driverts 


4A I can see so far to the side from my deiver's seat as I 

can turn my mirror around, which amounts to 90 degrees from the front, 
Q Did you see this Mark IV tank being knocked out in front 

of you? 


(Lessau - Cross) 





I didn't see that, 
Did you see the effect of the shots? 
No. 

Q Was there any fighting, any shooting going on, during that 
march through the streets? 

A According to what I was able to see and hear, there wasn 't 
any fighting going on there at that time any more, 

Q Was the motor on your tank out off? 

A I can't state that now with any certainty, but I do think 

it was running, 

Q Did you ever hear that your commanding officer ever is- 
sued an order about treatment of prisoners of war, by radio? 

A I didn't hear that, 

Q Just where was that store in Stumont located? 

A The store is located pretty well in the center of tow 
where there is a fork of the roads, The left road goes to the rail~ 
road station, I do not know where the right one goes to. 

Q How far was that away from the spot where the tank of 
Braun was knocked out? 

A About two or three hundred meters, 

Q Did you see American soldiers still remaining in tom, 
besides the P.W.'s? 

A Besides those P.W.'s I only saw some American soldiers 
running around about 500 yards ahead, but our infantry was up there 
already. 

DR. HERTZKORN: Thank you, 
CROSS EXAMINATION (cont'd) 
QUESTIONS BY CAPT, NARVID: 
Q What direction were the prisoners standing from your tank? 
A On the right side, 


Q Did you actually see the fire from Pletz' machine gun? 


(Lessau - Cross) 139 f 





I didn't see it, 


PROSECUTION: Nothing further on cross examination, 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY MR, ELOWITZ: 

Q The Prosecution has a queztion or two. Lessau, do you re- 
call which tank was in front of you at the time you passed the pris- 
oners of war in the center of Stumont? 

Yes, I can remember that, 

Whose tank was it? 

It was the tank of Obersturmfuehrer Knappich, 
How do you know? 

I saw Knappich's head sticking out of the turret. 

Q Do you hear, in your position as driver of the tank, every 
order given over the radio by your tank commander to another tank? 

A I don't, necessarily, 

Q You testified that there were infantry troops in the town 
of Stumont which you saw, Can you clarify that? What do you mean by 
infantry? 

A I mean parachutists, because I did observe one parachute 
machine gun which took its position to the left side of my tank, 

2 Did you see any Panzer Grenadier tr ops? 


cluded within our 


I m at that very spot where we were stand- 


ing right there, but I}saw then, 


UTION: Nothing further from the Defense. 


Any questions by the Court? Apparently none, 
The witness is excu 


(Léssau — Cross) 





(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from 
the court room,) 

CAPT. SCHUMACKER: The Prosecution would like to recall 
Mr. Elowitz. 

MORRIS ELOWITZ, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, 
having been previously sworn, testified ‘further as follows: 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY CAPT, SCHUMACKER: 

Mr. EHlowitz, you are reminded you are still under oath, 

Yes. 

CAPT. SCHUMACKER: A very short statement, if the Court 
please; I think we can dispose of it, 

2 Mr. Elowitz, during the course of your interrogations at 
Schwaebisch Hall, did you take a statement-~a supplemental statement 
from Gustav Sprenger? 

A I only took one statenent from Gustav Sprenger, and that 
was taken in Dachau, 

CAPT. SCHUMACKER: The Prosecution hands the reporter a 
written instrument and requests that it be marked Prosecution's Ex- 
hibit No. 104 for Identification, 

( reupon th! cument referred to above was marked 


rosecution's Exhibit P-104 for Iden 


dated 22 April 1946 


Would you know Gustav Sprenger if you saw him? 


you identify him? 
7 


fe is wearing No. "6l. 


2 fas*this statement made voluntari 
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It was, 


Did you employ any force or duress to obtain this state- 


Noe 


Di d you make any promises to Sprenger to obtain the state~ 


CAPT, SCHUMACKER: ‘The Prosecution offers in evidence 
Prosecution's Exhibit marked P-104, for Identification, requests it 
be attached to the record and marked as Prosecution's Exhibit No, 
P-104, 

PRESIDENT: Any objections by the Defense? 

PROSECUTION: You haven't offered it, 

CAPT. SCHUMACKER: I thought I did offer it, 

LT. COL. DWINELL: We have no copy. I can't tell whether 
we would make the usual objection, or any further objection, De- 
fense objects to the evidence on the grounds previously stated, 

PRESIDENT: The Exhibit offered by the Prosecution is ad- 
mitted in evidence and will be marked at P-104, subject to later 


objection by the Defense, 


(Whereupon the ie referred to above having pre- 


viously been marked and identified was received in evidence as 


rosecution's Exhibit P-104, and the same is attached hereto and 


made a part of the record,) 


Inglish translation of it 


quests it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit 
P=lO4-A, 
PROSECUTION: The Defense desires the right to reserve its 
objection, if-there are any inaccuraaies in the translation, 
(Whereupon the document referred to above was marked 


(Elowitz - Redirect) 





Prosecution's Exhibit P-104-A, for Identification.) 

PRESIDENT: The Exhibit offered by the Prosecution is 
admitted in evidence and will be marked as P=l04~A, subject to 
later objection by the Defense, 

(Whereupon the document referred to above having pre= 
viously been marked and identified, was received in evidence as 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-l04+A, and the same is attached hereto and 
made a part of the record.) 

CAPT. SCHUMACKER: The Prosecution requests permission 
to read its Exhibits 104 and lO4-A, 

PRESIDENT: Granted, 

(Whereapon Prosecution's Exhibit P=104-A was read as 
follows; 

"I, Gustav Sprenger, SS Sturmmann, having been duly 

sworn upon oath, make the following statement supplement- 
ary to my statement of 27 February 1946. 

"On the 22nd of April 1946 two photographs were shown 
to me, one of which bears the writing "Exhibit A-STOUMONT" 
and the other one "Exhibit B-STOUMONT". Both of these 
photographs show the house which I described in my state- 
ment of 27 February 1946, where Obersturmfuehrer SIEVERS 
shot three American prisoners of war in presence of Ober- 
sturmbannfuehrer PEIPER»p 

"On the picture marked "Exhibit A-STOUMONT" I have 


marked with the letter X and Y¥ the exact position of Ober- 
sturmfuehrerSIEVERS and Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER at 


the time when Oberstprmfuehrer SIEVERS shot the three Ameri- 
can prisoners " Obersturmfuehrer SIEVERS stood at 
xu 


the spot m Sturmbannfuehrer 


marked Y e American pris 


I described above, =} 
main road and running along th 
he path I took at the time of the incidents I 
described in my statement dated 27 February 1946, 


"T have set my 5 ature and today's date on the reverse 
side of both photog ns which I described above and make 


them a par h é ment and attach then hereto, 


(Sprenger statement) 





"I make this statement consisting of two pages and 
two photographs marked "Exhibit A-STOUMONT" and "Exhibit 
B-STOUMONT" voluntarily, without force, threats or prom 
ises of reward, 


(signed) Gustav SPRENGER 
22 April 1946. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 22nd day of April 1946. 


Robert EH. BYRNE 
lst Lt. JAGD"" 


(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit 104 was read in the 
German language, ) 

CAPT. SCHUMACKER: You may cross examine, 

PROSECUTION: No cross examination by the Defense, 

PRESIDENT; Any questions by the Court? Apparently none, 
The witness is excused, 


(Whereupon the witness was excused and resumed his seat.) 


PRESIDENT: The Court will recess until 1330 today. 


(Whereupon the Court at 1200 hours took a recess,) 


(Sprenger statement) 





Take 151 
5-Be1 


AFTERNOON SESSION 
(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1330 hours.) 
PRESIDENT: The Court will come to order. 


PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show thet all 


members of the Court; all members of the Prosecution, with the exception 


of Capt. Shumacker, who is absent on business of the Prosecution; all 
members of the Defense, with the exception of Mr. Strong, who is sick in 
quarters, and Dr. Pfister, Dr. Wieland and Dr. Hertkorn, who are absent 
on business of the Defense; all of the defendants, and the reporter are 
present. 

MR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution recalls the witness Walter Landfried, 

WALTER LANDFRIED, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, was 
again sworn and testified further through an interpreter as follows: 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Blowitz): 

Q Are you the same Walter Landfried who previously testified in 
this trial? 

A Yes. 

Q You previously testified that you were in the comnunicati ons 
platoon of the Regimental Headquarters Company of the lst SS Panzer Regi- 
ment. Is that correct? 

Yes. 
How many SPW's were in your plat 


Twoe 


(Landfried = Redirect) 





A Yes. 


Q Will you look to your left at the accused and identify Hillig, 


if you can. 

A Yes. 

Q What number is ho wearing? 

A 2h. 

PRESIDENT: No. 2, stand up. «= Sit down. 

Q During the Fifel offensive in December, 191, were you ever in 
Stoumont? 

A Yes. 

Q When did you arrive in Stoumont? 

A It was on the 19th of December, 19), 

Do you know what time of day? 

It might have been about noon. 

Did anyth unusual happen in Stoumont at that time? 
Yes. 

Q Will you please describe what you saw? 

A We entered Stoumont on the 19th of December, 19), and parked 
next to the first house on the left side of the road. Then we received 
orders to search for American weapons. In the course of this search 
loo et the house, and near the left rear of the house I saw Obersturm- 
bannfuehrer Peiper, F tsturmfuehrer Nueske, Obersturmfuehrer Maule 


, 


front of + 


my search for ns. A short while thereafter 1eard Unterscharfuehrer 
t similar to these; 


i = Redirect) 





Unterscharfuehrer Hillig. This man had his hands up, and Sgt. Hillig 


took him into the field. Then Sgt. Hillig stopped and the American sol- 


dier took perhaps one or two more paces toward the front, and then Sgt. 


Hillig shot the soldier with his machine pistol. He used one shot from 
his machine pistol for that purpose. Then this machine pistol had a 
stoppage, so he used one more shot from his pietol, too, and fired it on 
the American lying on the ground. Shortly thereafter -- immedietely 
thereefter, in fact -- there came some artillery fire, and IT saw es the 
officers, as well as the men, took cover. After that we continued on our 
way. 

Q Did you see Peiper after the shooting by Hillig? 

A Lt. Col. Peiper was standing next to the house. 

Q Was that in the same position as you have previously described 
seeing him? 

A Yes, towerd the left rear. 

Q Can you estimate the distance between the place where you saw 
Hillig shoot the American and the position where Peiper was standing be- 
fore and after the shooting by Hillig? 

A That was about 25 to 30 moters. 

MR. ELOWITZ: You may cross-examine. 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (It. Col. Dwinell): 
Q How long had Hillig stood in front of Peiper? 
+ see that becaus 


seen the Americar 


I saw him when I looked at the house. 
How long was that before Hillig stood before Peiper? 


I didn't understand 





A I saw him at the same time when I saw Hillig stand in front 
of Lt. Col. Peiper. 

LT. COL. DWINELI.: No further questions. 

DEFENSE: Dr. Leer. 

QUESTIONS BY DR. LEER: 

Q Where did you go after you saw Hillig stand in front of Peiper 
among these other people? 

A We walked around the field, looked for the weapons which were 
lying around there, and collected them at one point. 

Q Was that in front of the house, or behind it? 

A That was toward the half-right -- that is, still in front of 
the house. 

Q Were the men which you saw together with Hillig in front of 
the house? 

MR. ELOWITZ: I don't think the witness -- The witpess didn't 
testify as to men who were with Hillig. I object to the question. The 
witness testified that there was one American prisoner of war with Hillig. 

DR. LEER: Evidently Mr. Blowits misunderstood my question. I will 
enumerate the people I am talking about: Hillig, Peiper, Maule, Krause, 
and Nueske. I will rephrase my question. 

A They were standing behind the left rear corner of the house. 

Q How far were you from the house at the moment when you saw 
Hillig, Peiper, Nueske, etc., at the house? 


A It might have been about 10 or 5 mete I don'+ know exactly. 


Nothing further. 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 
Apparently none. The witness is excused, 


(Wherevpon the witness was exoused and withdrew.) 


MR. ELOWITZ: The Giesecvtion colls as its next witness 


Ebeling. 
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GEORG EBELING, celled as 4 witness for the Prosecution, was sworn 
and testified through an interpreter as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Blowitz): 
Q State your name and age. 


Georg Ebeling, 22 years old. 


A 
Q Were you ever a member of the German armed forces? 
A 


Yes. 
To which organization did you belong, and what was your rank? 
Headquarters Company, lst Panzer Regiment, LSSAH - Corporal. 
What is your present status? 
I em in American captivity. 
And where are you being held as a prisoner of war? 
In Dacheu. 
Q Were you a member of the organization to which you have just 
testified during the Bifel offensive during December, 19);? 
Yes. 
Who was your company commander? 
lst Lt. Maule. 
Who was your regimental commander? 
Lt. Col. Peiper, 
Covld you identify Peiper if you were to see him again? 
Yes~ 


Will you look to your left at the accused end identify Peiper 
y y 9 per, 


Juring the Eifel offensive, w you ever in Stoumont? 


Yes. 


When? as 


December 19, 


Do 1 recall the time? 


Yes. 


usual happen on thet particular dey? 


dsb? 





Yes. 

Q Will you describe to the Court what you saw? 

A In the morning of December 19 our tanks drove into Stowmont. 
Shortly thereafter the two radio SPW's of our platoon joined us. Then 
the order was given that the tank was to be camouflaged. After it was 
camouflaged I got into the tank, end shortly thereafter I heard Sgt. 
Hillig being called to the CO. 

Q What is meant by "Kommandeur"? 

A Lt. Col. Peiper. 

Q Continue. 

A A short while later Sgt. Hillig returned with ® prisoner of war 
end took him to a field which was located behind the house, behind the 
place where we were stending. After Sgt. Hillig had gotten away from the 
house about }0 yards, he shot at the American. The American collapsed at 
once, and after thet Sgt. Hillig shot him in the head again one time with 
his pistol. 

Q How far away wes the Amorican from Hillig when Hillig shot him 
the first time? ‘ 

A About two paces. 

Q Did you see Peiper before or after the shooting by Hillig? 

A I saw him stand next to the corner of the house before the 
shooting. 

he by himself? 
A few more officers were standing around there. 


the place where Hillig shot 


ut LO meters. 


At the time Hillig shotN@jjmuAmerioan, was the American running 


(Ebeling - Direct) 





Q After the shooting, did you have a conversation with Hillig? 


A Hillig returned, and some of the men from the communications 


platoon were still standing around, so we talked about the shooting. 
Q Do you know why the American was shot? 
A According to what was said in the course of the conversation, 
he was shot because he had refused to say anything. 
Q Did Hillig tell you why the American was shot? 
A No. I can't say that for sure. Rottenfuehrer Eberhardt might 
have said it, too, 
Q Can you remember whet Hillig or Eberhardt exactly said? 
A He said something like this: The American was shot beoause he 
had refused to sey anything and did not want to betray his country. 
MR. ELOWITZ: You may cross-examine. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFEYSE (Lt. Col. Dwinell); 
Q Do you know Walter Lendfried? 
A Yes. 
Did you see him at that time? 
Yes. 
When was the first time you saw him? 
A When the SP¥'s came along. 
Q Did you see what Walt er Landfried was doing while the prisoner 


of war was being shot? 


Whe 
LT. COL. DWINELL: 
QUESTIONS BY CAPT. NARVID: 
Q Did Hillig tell 
A Noe 
Q When Hil 


did he appear to y 


(Ebeling - Cross) 





A He was spiritually moved by that. 

CAPT, NARVID: That is all. 

DEFENSE: Dr. Leer. 
QUESTIONS BY DR. LEER: 

Q Did you see Hillig before he was allegedly called to Col. 
Peiper? 


A I don't remember that any more. 


Q Do you remember when you sew Hillig for the first time during 


thet incident? 

A When he came with thet SPW, too. 

Q Did he arrive before you? 

A No. After me. 

Q Can you tell us where the prisoner was before Hillig was called 
to the CO? 


A I only saw the prisoner when Hillig went toward the field with 


Q Do you kmow of your own observation or from heersay whether 
the prisoner cerried arms? 
A He had no arms with him, 
You say he had no arms with him. How do you know? 
I saw thet. 
Did you look in his pocket where his pistol would be? 
ELOWITZ: I object to that, may 
has answered the question. 


I asked this 


1e knew it personally, or whether he 
ince, without any qualification, 


stion in 


(Ebeling - Cross) 





DR. LEER: I will have to repeat my question. 

Q Do you, of your owm observation, mow whether the prisoner 
carried any arms, or sre you merely assuming this? 

4A I assume that he didn't have any arms. 

Q Who else was present near that house where Col. Peiper was 
standing? 

A If I remember properly, Obersturmfuehrer Xrause and Heupteturm- 
fuehrer Nueske. 

Q Did you see Poetschke and Von Westernhagen? 

Noe 


Do you know Poetschke and Westernhagen quite well? 


A 
Q 
A I know Poetschke quite well, but not Westernhagen. 
Q 


Was Col. Peiper, with several men, stending in front of the 
house or behind the house? 
nd the house. 
DR. LEER: No further questions. 
DEFENSE: Nothing further on cross examination. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Blowitz); 
Q Ebeling, can you describe the position, in which the prisoner 


was holding his hands at the time he was shot 


Redirect) 
& ~ Redirect) 





A 2h. 

PRESIDENT: Wo. 2, stand up. <= Sit down. 
MR. ELOWITZ: That is all. 

DEFENSE: Nothing further from the defense. 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 


Apparently none. The witness is excused. 


(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 





MRe ELOWITZ: Prosecution recalls Mre Harry Thon. 
Mre HARRY We THON, an American civilian recalled as a witness 
for the Prosecution resumed the stend and testified as follows: 
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German counsel and the accusede) 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Elowitz): 
MR. ELOWITZ: Mre Thon, you are reminded that you are 
still under oaths 
'Q In the course of your interrogations at IePe Number 2, 
Schwabisch Nall,Germany, did you have occasion to interrogate 
a person by the nam of Hillig? 
A Yes, sir, 
Q Did he ever make a statement to you? 
A Yes, he dide 


Q Was it oral or a written statement? 


A It was first an oral statement and then he wrote a great 


big statement out of which we mde an extract and dictated it to him 

Q Can you identify Hans Hillig? 

A Yes, I cane 

Q Iook to your left at the accused and identify Hans Hillig 
if you cane 

A He is wearing Number 2h. 

MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution hands the reporter a written 
instrument and requests that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit 
Number 105 for identifications 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution'ts 
Exhibit Number 105 for identification by the reporters) 

Q Mre Thon, I hand you written instrument marked Prosecution'!s 
Exhibit Number 105 for identification and ask you to identify it if 
you Cale 

A Yes, this is the written statement of Hans Hillig and is 


signed by hime isis 


£db2 
(Thon = Redirect) 





Q Was that written and signed in your presence? 

A It was signed in my presences I don't believe I was 
present all the time when he wrote it. 

Q Was the statement made voluntarily? 

A Yes, it wase 

Q Did you subject Hans Hillig to cruel and harsh treatment 
in order to obtain the statement? 

A No, I didn'te 

Q Did you mke any threats or promises in order to obtain 
the statement? 

A Noe ; 


Was the statement sworn to? 


Who administered the oath? 


Q 
A Yes, it ise 
Q 
A 


Captain Shumacker. 

MR, ELOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence its exhibit 
marked 105 for identification and requests that it be attached to 
the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit 105. 

LT. COLONEL DWINEIL: Defense objects to the evidence on 
the grounds previously statede 

PRESIDENTe The objection is overruled. The exhibit 
offered by the prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be 
marked Prosecution's Exhibit "P-105", 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution'!s 
Exhibit "P-105" and is attached hereto and made a part of the recorde) 

MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence a true and 
correct English translation of its Exhibit 105 and requests that 
it be attached to the record and be mrked Prosecutionts Exhibit 
Number 105A. 


DEFENSE: There is no objection on behalf of the Defenses 


4303 ist4 


(Thon = Redirect) 





PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and will be marked 
Prosecutionts Exhibit "P-LOSA", 

MR. ELOWITZ: Permission is requested by the Prosecution 
to read its Exhibits 105 and 105A. 

PRESIDENT: Grantede 

MR. ELOWITZ (Reading Exhibit P=105A)s 


"I, Hans HILLIG, first being duly sworn, make t he following 
statement under oath: 


"During the EIFEL Offensive in December 194), I was in the 
communications platoon of the Headquarters Company, ist SS 
Panzer Regiment, LSSAH as Unterscharfuehrere 


"I saw the first shooting of a prisoner of war in the EIFEL 
Offensive on 17 December 192 The exact time Icannot recall; 
I only know tist it was in the afternoone This happened at the 
road=crossing which was on the way from BUELLINGEN te ENGELSDORF 
and which was about 3 to 5 kilometers north of ENGELSDORF. Coming 
from BUELLINGEN we turned a curve to our left into the main road, 
and stopped just about at the north end of a pasture on which a 
rather large number of apparently dead American soldiers were 
lyinge I also can remember that there was a house on the corner 
directly on the right side after making the left turne I definitely 
\mow that the vehicle of Hauptscharfuehrer HARTMANN drove immediately 
behind us and at the same time stopped at the above mantioned places 
I don't know exactly whether the Div commmnications vehicle followed 
HARTMANNe I can remember that a Mark Iv tank was parked to 5 
meters ahead of vs on the righthand side of the road in front of 
this msture. We had been standing at this pasture approximately 
3 minutes on the righthand side of the road when I saw how 
Oberscharfuehrer HUBER (as seen from my tank at the right rear 
comer of the pasture) wade an Americm prisoner get up. I saw 
how HUBER kicked this prisoner of war with his foot before he 
had him get up, and I furthermore saw how Oberscharfuehrer HUI 
ordered the prisoner to take off seve pieces of clothing 
which Ico f Z s and There a could 

\ wisoner but 

I cannot sy f or certain. 
prisoner to tun around 


from the back 


1 cards with hime 


r whom HUBE 


ised hie 


(Hillig Statement) 





I can recall the following people who were at this location in my 
SPW: 


1. Untersturmfuehrer KRAUSSE, Horst 
2 Rottenfuehrer KIEFER, H rst 

3¢ Rottenfuehrer IEW, Walter 

he Uterscharfuehrer HILLIG, Hans 


"I wuld like to add that during the time while this shooting 
was going on, two other German soldiers were in the pasture. They 
were walking among those apparently dead pisoners and shot into 
those bodies with their pistols. I don't remember who those people 
were, for they did not belong to our unite It is a fact that these 
people did not belong to the crew of our SPW because none of us 
dismounted at this spote We thon travelled ons 


"J have made a sketch to clarify the above statement, marked 
it Exhibit "A" and I make it a part of this statements 


"In the early part of the afternoon of the 19th December 
19:4, the following happened. If one travels from LA GLEIZE to 
STOUMONT there stands a house on the left side of the road just 
as one reached the edge of STOUMONT. Around the house is a 
garden wich is surrounded by a hedge about 1.20 meters highe 
I was told by Untersturmfuehrer KRAUSSE to park behind this house, 
that ,s behind the hedge. We were standing there for aveus one-half 
hour at this plac, when I received from Untersturmfushrer KRAUSSE 
the order to gather up in one pile all enemy weapons and ammmition; 
the available crew of my vehicle was to help mae Suddenly I heard 
Sturmbannfuehrer PEIPER shout, *Hillig, get that prisoner.! I 
knew where the prisoner was because once before I had executed an 
order from PRIPER at which time I saw this prisoner. I took the 
prisoner from the lobby of the house where he was sitting on the 
stairs and was guarded by Rottenfuehrer Walter LEHN. I led him 
beside the house and turned him over to Sturmbannfushrer PRIPER 
who was sitting on a stone. Immediately next to PEIPER stood the 
following officers; Obersturmfuehrer Rudi MAUULE, and Unter- 
sturmfuehrer Horst KRAUSSE, and I believe I also saw there 
Hauptsturmfuehrer Hans GRUEHLEe After I gave the prisoner over 
to PEIPER I withdrew about 5 to 6 meters and remained there. The 
reason was I wa ted to see what PEIPER intended to do with the 
prisonere :I saw and heard as PEIPER was talking to this man in 
a foreign tonguee This prisoner only answered to the first sentence 

n he was asked by PSIPER. PIPER continued talking to tho 
prisoner, but the prisoner remained mite, At the end of the 
interview between PEIPER and the prisonar I know, however e 
the prisoner gave a short answer. PE BIFER then was very amr 
and shouted, 'HILLIGJ' ~ I ans ed, 

tghoot this man and ley him next to “the antimad 
should shoot this man in the v 
I led the prison “ 
A eietasn which was indicated to m b; I was about 
75 meters away fro EIPER he shouted after me, 'That is far 
e to add that I had a pistol on me bu 
e pistol; therefore I let someone hand me a machine pistol 
t tell exactly who gave it to me but I 
After I had been 
nd pistol 
and fired one shot LO r a < Ee nerts hearte 
He collapsed im 2 J n the g hot him once 
more into shat ke was ad w that the 
man did not fer an i se his eyes were gla I 
then returmmed to PE who still standing atthe same spot, an 


S§ \aib 
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reported to him that I had executed his order. He answered some- 
thing which had to do with the prisoner, but, however, I cannot 
remember itany moree I then again returned to my previous works 


"To illustrate the above statement I had made up a sketch 
marked it Exhibit "BY and made it a part hereof. 


"This statement consisting of 5 pages and two sketches, was 
made voluntarily and out of my own initiative, uninfluenced by 
force, threats, harshness or promises of any sorte 


"I swear by God that the facts which are stated herein are 
true and I am ready to repeat same before any court of justices 


15 March 1946 
HANS HILLIG 


"Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 15thday of March 196 at 
SCHWABISCH HALL, Germany 


RAPHAEL SHUMACHER 
Capt op" 


(Whereupon Prosecutionts Exhibit P=l05 was read in the German 
languages 
MR. ELOWITZs Prosecution offers in evidence two affidavits 


executed by the accused, Hans Hillig, identifying photographs of the 


acoused, Peiper and the accused Hubert Huber, and requests that they 


be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibits LOSP and 
105¢ respectivelye 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense, there is no objection 
to the picture affidavits or necessity for reading sama and it is 
further stipulated that the photographs are those of the accused 
Peiper and Hubers 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the extibits offered 
by the Prosecution are admitted in evidence and will be mrked 
iXhibits 1O5p and C respectivelys 

(Whereupon the documents referred to were marked Prosecution 
Exhibits 1058 and C respectively, and are attached hereto and made 
1 part of the record.) 

MR. ELOWITZ: Mre Thon, in the coursof your interrogation 


at IsePe Number 2, Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you ever interrogate 





Did le ever mke a statement to you? 
Yes, he dids 
Was it an oral or written statement? 
It was first oral and then he wrote it in his om 
handwritings 
Q Could you identify Willi Braun if you were to see him 
again? 
A Yes, Tome 
Q Will you look at the accused on your left and see if 
he is there. 
A Yes, he is sitting there, wearing Number h. 
PRESIDENT: Number ); stand upe Sit downe 
MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution hands the reporter a written 
instrument and requests that it be marked Prosecution!s Exhibit 
106 for identifications 
(Whereupon the document in question was marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit Number 106 for identification by the reporters) 


Q I hand you written instrument marked Prosecution's Exhibit 


106 for identification and ask you to identify ite 


A It is the statement of Willi Brawn and it is signed by hime 
Was it written and signed in your presence? 
It was signed in my presence, but I do not believe Iwas 
all the time when te wrote ite 
ritten and signed by the same Willi Braun 
t identified? 
Yes, it Ww ase 
Was the statement made voluntarily? 
Yes, sire 
Did you subject Willi Braun to harsh and cruel treatment 


n order to obtain the statement? 


A No, sire 


(Thon-Redirect) 





Was the statement sworn to? 
Yes, sire 


Who administered the oath? 


First Lieutenant Byrne, 


MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence its exhibit 
marked 106 for identification and requests that it be attached to 
the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit 106, 

LT, @LONEL DWINEIL: The Defense objects on the grounds 
previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruleds The exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and will be 
marked Prosecutionts Exiibit "P-106", 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified was received in avidence as Prosecutions 
Exhibit "P-106" and is attached hereto and made a part of the records) 

VR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution o fers in evidence a true and 
correct English translation of its Exhibit 106 and requests that it 
be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit 106A. 

DEFENSE: ‘There is no objection on behalf of the Defenses 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and will be marked 

cutionts Exhibit "P-106A", 

(Whereupon the document referred to having beer 

ribit "P-106A" by the reportere) 
yranted, 
(Reading): 


"T, Willi BRAUN, having been july sworn upon @ th, make the 
following statements 


(Braun Statemmt) 





"In the night of the 15th to the 16th December 19h, I 
believe it was in the early morning hours, our company commander 
Obersturmfuehrer Heinz TOMHARDT conducted a company orientation 
at which he said about the following: 


‘If you see soldiers who wave their steel 
helmets over their heads, you are not going 
to shoota thems If 11 tanks stand together 
in a group you will also not shoot at these 
soldierse You will not teks any prisoners 
of war in this offensive, and also you will 
bump off civilians who show themselves.! 


"Immediately after this company orientation we drove into the 
offensive. I know of one single case where prisoners of war 
were shot during this offensive, that is on orders of Unterscharfuehrer 
Gerhard SCHUMACHER, who was the commander of our SPWe To that time 
the following other veopls rode in my SPW: 


Grene Heinz FRIEDRICHS 
Gren, KONICR 
Rttf. Edmud TOMCZAK 

and I Sturm Willi BRUAN 


These are all the first and last names of the people who rode in 
my SPW as far as I can remembers 


"In the morning hours of the 19th December 19h); the shooting 
of these prisoners of war took place and that was in the vicinity 
of STOUMONTs 


"It was about in the following manner. A paratrooper came 
along the road with seven Amrican prisoners of ware Uschae 
SCHUMACHER stopped him and asked him what he would do with the 
prisoners, The paratrooper answered 'T shall evacuate them to the 
rear.t Thereupon SCHUMACHER seid, "Oh I'm going to bring them 
myself to the rears? Tho paratrooper turned the prisoners over 
to SCHUMACHER and went on his ways To that time our SPW stood 
at the right hand side of the street if,one is driving towards 
STOUMONT. A pasture was opposite the parking place of our SPW. 
SCHUMACHER ordered the prisoners to go to this pasture, where 
he lined them up in one row and gave us all, that is the whole 
group of the SPW, the order to dismount with hand weaponse 
Thereupon he ordered us to bump off the prisoners, At that 
time the prisoners stood about eight to ten meters away from 
the street in this pasture and we stood about five to six meters 

treet at the edge of the pasture. After 
o shoot the prisoners, o 
r that Uscha SCH 
TOMCZAK and I use 1 
ist 1 I used was a 
contained r ids, at the 
prisoners and had no time to ot a second magazine at the 
prisonerse First I shot at one prisoner aiming at the head and 
saw him falling to the groind dead and he didn't move any mores 
When that had happened, I saw another hit and still moving 
prisoner lying on the ground. Obviously this mm had only been 
wounded and out of pity to him I then gave him the mercy shot. 
Immediately after this incident we drove on to STOUMDNT. 


"This statement consisting of six pages was made by 
voluntarily, wninfluenced by force, harsh treatment, threats or 
promises of any kinds 


a 


(Braun Statement) too0 





"I swear before God that the facts which I had stated in 
this deposition are true and I am prepared to repeat, same before 
any court of justice, 


Willd BRAUN 
16th April 1916 


"Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 16th day of April 19116. 


ROBERT E BYRNE 
lst Lt JAGD 


(Whereupon the statement was read in the German languages) 


(Braun Statement) 





"I, willi BRAUN, having Rly awonn ined 


ath. make the 
oath, mak 


"Dorine the EIE offensive in 


was sturmann in c self-p 
of the 4th platoon 


the 15th to the 16th 
{in the early mornt 


any commander Obersturmfuchre 
ducted a company ortentation 


followin 





me away from the street in this pasture and we stood 
about five to six m distance away from the street 
at the edge of the pasture. After Uscha SCHUMACHER 
had given the order to shoot the prisoners, our 
whole crew shot at these prisoners. For that U 
SCHUMACHER used a machine stol, TOMCZAK and I 
used pistols and KONIOR a fast firing rifle. The 
pistol I used for that was Belg F I dis- 
charged my magazine which g 
at the prisoners and had no time F secor 
magazine at the prisoners. First I shot at one 
pris imi at the head and saw him falling 
ground dead and he didn't move any more. 

en that had happened, I saw another 
moving prisoner lying on the ground. 
man had only bee wounde and out 

1@ mercy s 


jrove on to 


Subsertbhed and sworn t 


this 16th day of April 





for reading the same and it is further 


photographs are those of the 


richs and Tomezak. 


RESIDENT: There being no objection the 


or fered by the prosecution are admitted in 


and will be marked Exhibits P-106-B and C 


ereupon the documents referred to, having been 


previously marked were received in evidence as Prosecu-e 


tion and P-106-C and are attached 


rrocati 





Tomezak and sicned by him. 
tatement made yoluntarily? 
was, ‘ 
you use any cruel or harsh treatment 
order to obtain the statement? 
sir. 
you make any threats or promise 
statement? 


sir. 


be attached 


ibit No. 107. 


153,4sp A hi s the written statement of Edmund 


in 





(Whereupon the 


previously 


tion Exhibit 


art 
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was rece 
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been 
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swear by God that the f 


repeat them before an} 


before 


me t 27 wy of 1946 


at Schwabisch 





occasion to interrogate 


statement to you? 


or written? 


» oral first and written then. 


edrichs 1 





Friedrichs and it is signed by him. 
it written and signed in your presence? 


don't believe I was present all the time 


while he wrote, but it was certainly signed in my 


statement made voluntarily? 
was, 


to harsh and 





a true 
P-105, 


marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-108-A. 


(Whereupon the document referred to, was marked 


Prosecution Exhibit No. P-108-A by the reporter.) 


In behalf of the defense 
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"TI forgot to mention that after our SPW had 
1 Pt roa 


saw fuehrer 


Panzer Grenadier Company standing in- 


side the pesture where the American prisoners were 
assembled, is he saw us get in position to shoot, 
. CHURMACT rR, "Come on and bump 'em off," 


teh marked Exhibit "A", the follow- 


The house on the richthand side 
road after one males a left turn 


proceed in the direction of 





(Whereupon the court reconvened at 1530 hours) 

PRESIDENT: Take seats. The Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show 
that all members of the court, all members of the Prosecution with 
the exception of Lt Col Crawford and Captain Shumacker, who are 
absent on business of the Prosecution, are present. All members of 
the Defense are present with the exception of Mr Strong who is sick 
in quarters, and Dr Pfister, Dr Leiling, Dr Hertkorn, Dr Rau who are 
absent on business of the Defense. All the Defendants and the 


Reporter are present. 


PROSECUTION: (tir ELOWITZ) - Mr Thon you are reminded 


that you are still under oath. (Whereupon Mr Thon resumed the 

stand). 

(Whereupon the continuation of statement of Heinz Friedricks was read 
to the Court in the English language as follows): 


"Around 1000 hours 18 December 19) we returned to our 
vehicles and drove through Stavelot in the direction of 
Cheneux (Marche 63+7-01.)}). We reached the outskirts of 
Cheneux about 100 hours and there the advance was s topped 
when we were attacked by American airplanes. About an hour 
later we drove in a woods beyond Cheneux,where we camou- 
flaged our vehicles. At about 1530 hours we got back on the 
road and continued along our route of advance beyond Cheneux. 
Just as we were about to start off, an American jeep in which 
two American soldiers were riding, came along the road coming 
towards us. At this time the SPW of the 3rd Panzer Grenadier 
Battalion, 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment,was on the lefthand 
side of the road at a point where the read curved to our lefts 
Other SPW's were behind Dix athal's and I was about 200 
meters to the rear of Diefenthal's SRY. We were on the left 
side of the road to give us what concealment was afforded by 
d. To the right of us was 


of this pasture. 


Jee 
enthal's Ww eard fir. 
at this jeep. I could not tell whi 
nge At this time I was standing on our 


going on. As I climbed on 
and I turned around im: 
drop dead on the righthand side of the road. I 
warfuehrer Zwiga. nding by the American 
> pistol in his hand. According to my 
ion,Zwigart fired 2 bursts, talling approximately 
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8. 5.2 The American was shot 3 or meters away from the SPT of 
Diefenthal. Before this shooting took place and while I was 
standing on the righthand side of the road, I sawHauptsturmfue- 
hrer Diefenthal himself standing beside his SPY. I know it 
was Hauptsturmfuehrer Diefenthal as I had known him for a long 
time and also because he was wearing his yellow jacket and his 
peaked cap. 


About 10 minutes later, as we continued on, I saw the 
other American soldier lying dead on the lefthand side of the 
road near the edge of the woods. I don't know who else was 
in Diefenthal's SPT at this time. I could tell that these 
soldiers were Americans by the uniforms they wore. This 
shooting took place around 1600 hours 18 December 19) about 
5 or 6 kilometers from Cheneux. 


The scene of this shooting is shown on a sketch I have 
dram and which I have marked Exhibit "B". This Exhibit is 
attached hereto and made a part of this statement.0n Exhibit 
"BN", the following is showns 


No. 1 = The pasture on our righthand side of the road. 

No. 2 = The house to the left of the pasture. 

Noe 3 = The woods on our left side of the road. 

No.4 - the direction in which we were travelling. 

No. 5 = Diefenthal's SPV 

No. 6 = My SPY 

No. 7 - The place where I first stood on our right side 
of the road. 

Noe The direction travelled by the American jeep. 

Noe The American jeep 

No»lO - The place where I saw Hauptsturmfuehrer 
Diefenthal before the American was shot. 

Noell - The place where the American prisoner was shot. 

Noel2 - The place where Zwigart was standing when he shot 
the American soldier. 

No.l3 - The place where I mw theother American soldier 
lying on the edge of the wood 


Late that night 18 December 19)); we drove back through Cheneux 
and through La Gleize until we reached the castle near Stoumont 
(Marche 62.9-02.8). At 2 o'clock in the morning of December 19)),, 
our company had to dismount again and advance as infentry. About 
0830, 19 December we returned to our SHAT's and mounted them again 
and at 0900 hours left in the direction of Stoumont. As we were 
leaving the woods, my SPY suffered some damage but was quickly re- 
paired. At this time I wanted to catch up with the rest of the 
company but a paratrooper came up the road with 7 American prisoners 
of war in his custody. Unterscharfuehrer Schumacher asked him 
where he wanted to go with the prisoners and he answered,"Transport 
them to the rear." Then Schumacher said,"Oh, I am going to transport 
them to the rear myself." The paratrooper naturally was very giad 
to get rid of them and he left to return to his unit. At this tim 
my SPY was parked on the righthand side of the road headed in the 
direction of Stoumont. Directly across from us on our left side of 
the road was a pasture and then he gave us the order to dismount 
with small arms. I remained in my driver's seat a moment and then 
Schumacher said "That means thé driver too". Then Schumacher said 
"Now the Prisoners are going to be bumped off." The prisoners were 
lined up in one rank facing the road,some 8 to 10 meters in the 
pasture, and those of us in the crew standing just on the edge of 
the pasture 5 to 6 meters from the prisoners shot them with our 


(Friedrich's statement) 
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respective weapons. We had received an order from Schumacher to 
shoot these prisoners and we had to execute it. I myself shot at 
two of these American soldiers, firing two bursts of 7 or 8 shots 
each with my machine pistol. The others who shot were:Schumcher 
with his machine pistol, Braun with a rifle, Tomzack and Weis with 
pistols. The place where these prisoners were shot was about 

760 meters from the castle I have mentioned above. The prisoners 
were dressed in fatigue clothes, field jackets, and steel helmets. 
There is no question but what they were Americans. They had their 
hands upraised and had made no attempt to escape and did nothing 
to provoke the shooting. I am sure that the two Americans I shot 
were killed. There is no doubt about it because I aimed a 

volley of 7 or 8 shots at the heart of each one. This shooting took 
place about 0930 hours 19 December 194).After the shooting took 
place Schumacher had us mount the SPY immediately and nobody exam- 
ined the bodies of the Americans to see if they were dead. 


I have dram a sketch of the scene of this shooting,which 
sketch I have marked Exhibit "C". It is attached hereto and made 
a part hereof. The following is shown on this sketch. 


No. 1 - The castle before Stoumont. 

No. 2 = Our route of advance in the direction of Stoumont. 

No. 3 - A woods across the road from the castle. 

No. = The place where our SPY stood when the prisoners 
were taken away from the paratrooper. 

No. 5 - The path taken by the paratrooper as he came down 
the road with the American prisoners. 


No. 6 - The pasture on which we shot the American prisoners 
of war. 


No. 7 = The row of American prisoners of war lined up in the 
pasture 

No. 8 ~ Where I and theo thers in my crew stood and shot 
the 7 American prisoners of war. 


I did not want to participate in the shooting of these American 
prisoners of war. I knew it was wrong to shoot prisoners of war, I 
participated in the shooting because I had an order to do so from my 
group leader, Unterscharfuehrer Schumacher and I also knew that he 
was acting in accordance with the orders that had ben given the 
company by our company commander, Obersturmfuehrer Tomhardt the day 
before the offensive began. 


This statement is given by me voluntarily and of my own free 
will. I have written it in my om handwriting. I have not been 
subjected to force, duress or threats of punishment. No promises 
of reward or imminity from prosecution have been made to me. 


that the facts stated in this idavit are true and 
repeat them under oath in any court of justice. " 


Heinz Friedrichs 
21 March 196. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 2lst day of March 196,at 
Schwabisch Hall Ger. 
(signed) Raphael Shumacker 


Capt cyP. 
(Whereupon the above statement in the German language was 
the Court by an interpreter). 
PROSECUTION: (Mr ELONITZ he Prosetution offers. i 


(Friedrich's statement) 
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evidence five picture affidavits executed by the accused Heinz Friedrichs 
identifying p hotographs of the accused Josef Diefenthal,Heins Tomhardt, 
Paul Zwigart, Willi Braun, and Edmund Tomezak and request that they be 
marked Prosecution's Exhibits P-l08- B, C, D, EB, and F respectively. 
DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense there is no objection 
to the admission of the photo affidavits, nor is there any necessity for 
the reading of same. It is further stipulated that they are phtographs 
of the accused Josef Diefenthal, Heinz Tomhardt, Paul 2wigart,Willi Braun, 
and Edmnd Tomezak respectively. 
PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibits offered by 
the Prosecution are admitted into evidence, and will be marked Prosecution's 


Exhibits P-lo8- B, C, D, E, and F respectively.(Whereupon the documents were 
admitted in evidence and Marked Exhibits P-108-Bto F and attached to the record ) 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ) 

Q Mr Thon in the course of your interrogations at Schwabisch Hall, 
IP #2, did you ever have occasion to interrogate one Willi Schaefer 7? 

A Yes sir I did. 

Q Did he ever make a statement to you ? 

A Yes he did 

Q Was that statement written or oral 7? 

A It was first an oral statement, then he wrote it out in his 
own handwriting. 

Q Could you identify this Willi Schaefer if you saw him again ? 

can - he is sitting there and is wearing number 55, 
PRESIDENT: Till number 55 stand up. 


(Whereupon the accused 


(Thon-redirect) 





YR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution hands the reporter a written 
instrument and requests that it be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 
109 for identification, 


(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 


Exhibit No. 109 for identification by the reporter.) 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Elowitz): 

Q Mr. Thon, I hand you a written statement marked Prosecu- 
tion Exhibit No. 109 for identification, and ask you to identify it 
if you can. 

A Yes, sir, This is the written statement ¢ Willi Schaefer, 
and it is signed by him, 

Q Was it written and signed by Willi Schaefer in your presence? 

A I was not present all the time while he wrote it, but I was 
there when it was signed by him, 

Q Was it the Willi Schaefer who wrote and signed that state- 
ment the same Willi Schaefer that you have just identified? 

A Yes, it is the same Willi Schaefer, 

Q Was the statement made voluntarily? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you subject Willi Schaefer to cruel and harsh treatment 
in order to obtain the statement? 

A No, I did not, sir. 

C Did you make any threats or promises to Willi Schaefer 
in order to obtain the statement? 

A No, sir. 

Is the statement sworn to? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Who administered the oath? 

A Ist It. Perl, sir. 


Thon - Redirect) 





MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence its exhibit 
marked P-109 for identification, requests that it be attached to the 
record and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 109. 


LT, QOL. DWINELL: The Defense objects to the evidence on 


the grounds previously stated. 


PRESIDENT: ‘The objection is overruled, The exhibit 
offered by the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked 
P-109, 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Presecution Exhibit 
No. 109 and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

WR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence a true and 
correct English translation of its exhibit No, 109, request that it 
be attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit 109A. 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense there is no objection. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked P-1O9-A. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was received in evidence as 
Prosecution Exhibit No. 109-A, is attached hereto and made a part of 
the record.) 

MR. ELOWITZ: Permission is requested for Prosecution to 
read its exhibit No. 109-A. 

PRESIDENT: Granted, 

WR, ELOWITZ: (Reading) 


"J, Willi SCHAEFER, july sworn make the follow- 
ing statements under oath: 


"During the HIFEL Offensive, in December 1944, I was 
Oberscharfuehrer and Kompanietruppfuehrer (Leader of the 
Company Headquarters detachment ~ trans. note) of the 3rd 
Pz. Pi. Company, lst SS Pioneer Bn., "L°SAH," 


"vy company commander was Obersturmfuehrer Franz 
STEVERS. In the night from the 16th to the 17th of 
December 194 we left our assembly area in the ENGELGAU 


(fr. Thon - Redirect) 





sector and drove up to the attack, As we had steering 
trouble our SPW dropped out; we caught up, however, 

with the company in TIRIMONT and then proceeded with 

them together, We arrived at a big cross-road situated at 
about 4 km north of ENGELSDORF, When we had reached this 
cross-road we took a left turn around the curve and 
stopped our SPW at about the northern end of a pasture 
which is on the right side of the road. I can remember 
that we dismounted our SPW, and sted in the vicinity of 
it. In our group at that time were Ostuf. SIEVERS; Ostuf, 
RUMPF, the commanding officer of the 9th Pz. Pi (9th 
Armored Engineering Co, TN); Ustuf. SEITZ, the platoon 
leader of the 1st platoon of the 3rd Pz. Pi Co.; and per- 
haps still others whose names I cannot remember any more, 


"As we were standing there, I noticed on this pasture 
on which about 50 bumped off American prisoners of war 
were lying, the following: I saw that several of these 
Americans were still living, because they still moved and 
also groaned. I furthermore saw the following persons go 
around in the field and also saw how they discharged mercy 
shots at the still living prisoners, 


"I saw Uscha, Max BEUTNER shooting with his mchine 
pistol; I saw Uscha. Bubi GOLDSCHMIDT shooting at the 
prisoners with the machine pistol; I also saw in the field Rttf. 
Max HAMMERER, Uscha. Sepp WITTKOROSKI, Uscha. Edgar 
DIE NN, Stm. Gustav SPRENGER, Rttf. BILOSCHAETZKY, Uscha, 
ALTKRUEGER, Stm. Oskar TRATT, Opion, Willi TAUT, and still 
several others whose names I cannot remember any more, I 
am certain that neither SIZVERS nor RUMPF ordered a stop 
to it, when these persons, who all belonged to the 3rd Pz. Pi. 
Co. walked about the field shooting at the prisoners, 


"I have prepared a sketch for clarification of above 
deposition. I have marked it Exhibit "A" and have made it 
my statement. 


numerals are added for explanation and mean; 


Position of Ostuf. SIEVERS, Ostuf. RUMPF, Ustuf. 
ITZ, and myself, 
Position of our SPW 
sition of a Panzer (Mark V) 
Position of the SPW of Uscha. G 
osition of the SPW of Rttf. 0 
osition of the SPW of Strn. 
sition of the SPW of. Stm. H 
osition of the SPW of U 
ingle house 
Burning shed 
Hedge used as a boundary fence 
Pasture on which the American prisoners of war 
were lying. 


"I experienced the next shating of American prisoners 
of war at STOUMONT in the morning hours of 19 December 1944, 
Ostuf. VERS and IJ were standing at a street corner in 
NT, not far from the place where Stm. Gustav 





had parked his SPW, While we were standing there, 2 
American soldiers, who were carrying a wounded German 
tank-man, came to us. To my knowledge, these prisoners 
did not carry any weapons when they arrived at our place. 
Rttf. DEIBVRT, who was standing with an American "Jeep" 
in our vicinity, brought this wounded German to the field 
dressing station. At my question to SIEVERS, what should 
be done with the American prisoners of war, he answered, 
I shall have them shot. Thereupon I called SPRENGER to 
me and gave him the order to bump off these American 
prisoners, ‘Thereupon he led them into a small road which 
driving into LA GLEIZE branches off the main road to the 
right. From there SPRENGER led the American prisoners of 
war into a small private road in order to shoot them. A 
short time later SPRENGER returned to me and reported that 
he had executed my order, 


"The next shooting occurred in the following manner: 
We were standing at about the same spot where the two 
Americans mentioned above had arrived with the wounded 
German when two American prisoners of war arrived with a 
third wounded American and whom they carried on a provi- 
sional litter, Again Ostuf. SIEVURS gave me the order to 
have these Americans bumped off. This time I gave the 
order to Rttf. BILOSCHARTZKY; Stm. GRAEBER; and Stm. 
SPRENGER, who had bumped off the two above mentioned 
prisoners. I still remember that I personally went along 
for the shooting and thereby wanted to use an American 
carbine which I had captured, This gun however, did not 
function, so I was not able to shat the men personally. 
When we were standing at the place of execution I saw the 
first two prisoners lying dead in the street, and when We 
left I also saw the last 3 prisoners lying dead in the 
street, so that all together there were 5 American 
prisoners of war who had been shot by us at this spot. I 
am certain that these 5 prisoners were American prisoners 
of war because I saw the first two go with raised arms to 
the place of execution while the last three were without 
weapons. I know, that they were Americans, because I know 
the American uniform. I also knew at that time the unit 
to which these men were belonging, because I had a copy- 
book in which the different insignias of the American 
units were shown. 


"T have prepared a further sketch marked with B and 
made it part of my statement. The numerals added for 


of Ostuf. SIEVERS a m 
m of the SPW of Stm. SPRE 
1 of SPW of the commander 
of the SPY of Rttf. GAILHOVER 
of the SPW of Uscha. GOLDSCHMIDT, 


n 


the shoot. < place 





"This statement consists of 7 pages and 2 sketches and 
has been voluntarily made by me without any force, duress, 
threats, @ promises of any kind, 


"I swear before God that the facts which I have stated 
here are true and am prepared to repeat same before any 
court of justice under oath. 


"(signed) Willd SCHAEFER 
8 April 1946 


"Sworn to and subscribed to before 
me this 8th day of April 1946 at 
Schwibisch Hall, Germany 


William R. Perl 
lst It. M.I. 0-555149 
Investigator-Examiner 
W.C.B. USFET". 


(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the interpreter.) 


YR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence four affidavits 
executed by the accused, Willi Schaefer, identifying photographs of 
accused Franz Sievers, Erich Rumpf, Gustav Sprenger and Ernst Gold- 
schmidt, request that they be attached to the record and marked Prose- 
cution Exhibit 109-B, C, D and E. 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense there is no objection 

* to the photograph affidavits or necessity for reading the same, and it 
is further stipulated that the photographs are those of the accused 
Sievers, Rumpf, Sprenger and Goldschmidt, 
PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibits offered 
by the Prosecution are admitted in evidence and will be marked P-109-B, 
} respectively. 
hereupon the documents referre to were received in evidence 
as Prosecution Exhibit Nos. 109-B, C, and E respectively, are 


attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 





RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY MR. WALTERS 
MR. WALTERS: May it please the Court, Counsel for the 


Prosecution: 


Q Mr. Thon, what methods did you use in order to obtain 


this statement from Willi Schaefer? 

A I confronted him with, I think it was four of his for- 
mer comrades, 

Q Were they false witnesses? 

A No, sir. 

Q How many times did you interrogate lir, Schaefer before 
he signed this paper? 

A To the best of my recollection, Schaefer was only inter- 
rogated once, whereupon he was confronted with those witnesses and 
he gave the statenent. 

Q Prior to confronting him with the false witnesses, he de- 
nied the allegations, did he not? 

A Did I misunderstand you when you said false witnesses? 

MR. ELOWITZ: May it please the Court the witness has 
answered the question once before, that he did not confront the ac- 
cused Schaefer with false witnesses, I object to the phrasing of 


nm the second time, 


corre 
he write any other atements besides this one? 
sir. 


um are positive about tha 





Did you interrogate him both times? 


MR. ELOWITZ: Just a moment, May it please the court, 
we object, The witness definitely answered that statement, 

MR. WALTERS: May it please the Court, the witness said, 
to the best of his recollection, and I have the right to further 
cross examining him to see if I can refresh his recollection, 


LAW MEMBER: The witness said he only interrogated this 


MR, WALTERS; I don't remember it that way. I may be 
in error, May we check the testimony? 
LAW MEMBER: Ask the question again, 
QUESTION BY MR WALTERS: 
Q Did you not interrogate him more than once? 
>» sir. 
Then what was your reason for confronting him with wit- 
nesses? Haven't you already testified that he denied part of it? 
A as certain that he wasn't telling all the truth, so 
I wanted all of it and I got it by confronting him with those four 
former comrades of his, 


Then you must have interrogated him once and found out 


juestior 
on was read b; 2 reporter as fol- 


and found out 


truth?" 





of need, S I needed them and I celled them at the same interroga- 
tion, 

Q What time of day or night was this, do you renember? 

A I am positive it was not during the night. It was some 
time during the day, 

Q You stated again, Mr, Thon, if I remember correctly that, 
to your memory, Schaefer made only one written statement. Is that 
correct? 

A That is correct. lie only made one, 

4 Trying to refresh your memory, didn't he make a written 
statement in pencil on the same day as when he signed this state- 
ment, but at a prior time? 

A He signed no other affidavit where he was under oath, 

Did he sign a written statement not under oath? 
No, sir, Not that I know of, 
Then, just to make sure, you have never seen a statement 


written by Willi Schaefer in pencil, in his own handwriting, made 


prior to the one that has just been read into evidence? 


A No, sir, 

Q Do you know whether any such statement was handed or de- 
livered to any other member of the Prosecution staff, or the in- 
vestigators, or interrogators? 

MR. ELOWITZ: May it p se the Court, the Prosecution 


line of questioning and that whatever other 


admitted here in court, 
patient in not objecting to all the questions referring to other 
statements, However, the witness has answered on more than one 
occasion that he knows of no other statement 


cused, 


(Thon - Recross) 





ta 156 
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discredit the witness by this line of questioning and, if it does not 


go too far, it will still be permitted, Objection over ruled. 


A No, I don't know of any other statement that was handed to 


anybody. 

Q Relative to that portion of your statement concerning the 
so-called Malmedy incident and Lt. Sievers, before making that por- 
tion of the statement did Willi Schaefer ask you whether Lt. Sievers 
himself had already admitted the Malmedy incident? 

A I don't remember that, 

Q However, you don't remember—-however, you would not deny that 
it did not happen then, would you? 

A I don't say he didn't say it. I don't remember, 

Q In that connection do you remember Schaefer saying that"if 
Sievers said he was there, then I must have been there, because I 
was always with him, but I do not recall the incident”? 

A I an Pa he did not say that. 

WR. WALTERS: That is all, 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further on cross examination, 

MR. ELOWITZ: Nothing further on redirect. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the court? Apparently none, 
The witness is excused, 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and returned to his 


seat.) 


an interpreter as follow: 
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 


e German counsel and the used, ) 





Give your name and occupation? 
Jourdain, Albert, Tailor, 
Where_do you live? 
In Stoumont,. 
In which country is Stoumont situated? 
In Belgium, 
Q Did you live in Stoumont in Decenber 1944? 
A Yes. 
Q Did you remain in the town of Stownont during the whole 
month of December? 


A Yes, 


Q And you were in Stoumont on the 19th of December, is that 


correct? 
A Yes, Certainly, 
a Did you see anything unusual in Stoumont on the 19th of 
December? 
A I saw some dead American soldiers who were on the path 
which runs along my house, 
How many Americans did you see? 
I saw five, 
fr. Jourdain, I show you a drawn sketch which is marked 


Prosecution's Exhi Ad nd ask you what it rer 


Jan you identify the place where you testified you found the 
five American bodies? 
this point? 


it out. 





MR. ELOWITZ: Let the record indicate that the witness 
points out a place where he found five American bodies at approxi- 
mately the same place indicated by the accused Sprenger in his sketch 


marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-44, where accused Sprenger testified 


he had participated and seen the shooting of five American prisoners 


of war and which accused Sprenger identified on his sketch as loca- 
tion Nos, 22 and 23, 
MR. ELOWITZ: You may cross examine, 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DR. LEER 
time of 
2 dust one question, What/day was it? If possible, give 
the hour when you found these dead bodies? 
A I could not say exactly but it was between eleven o'clock 
and noon, 
In the forenoon, Does the witness know how long the dead 
men had already lain there? 
A No. 
Q One question, Was one of these corpses lying there on a 


litter? 


: No furthe 


(Whereupon the tness was excused and withdrew from the 

) 

court room, ) 
MR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution recalls It. William Perl. 


TILLIA 





MR. ELOWITZ: Lt. Perl, you are reminded that you are still 


under oath, 


A Yes, sir, 


Q Lt. Perl, in the course of your interrogation at I.P. No. 2 
Schwaibisch Hall, did you ever have cccasion to interrogate a person 
by the name of Max Hammerer? 

A Yes, sir, 

Q Did he ever make a statement to you? 

A Yes, he made oral statements, and the substance of the oral 
statements was written down by him and sworn to, 

Q Could you identify Max Hammerer if you were to see hin 
again? 

A Yes, sir. 

2 Will you please look to your left where the accused are sit- 
ting and identify Max Hammerer, if you can? 
A He is wearing No. 20, 
PRESIDENT; No, 20 standup. Sit dow. 
QUESTIONS BY MR. ELOWITZ: 
The Prosecution hands the reporter a written instrument and 
requests that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-110 for identifica- 
tion, 
(Whereupon the document referred to above was 1 


ientification, ) 


A wri amnerer in his own hand- 


writing, 


nd signedby Max Hamn 


14ug 





A I do not know whether I was present all the time, but at 
least I was present part of the time, 

Q Were you present when he signed it? 

A Yes, sir, 

Q Was the Max Hammerer who signed that statement the same Max 
Hammerer you have just identified? 

A Yes, sir, 

Q Was the statenent made voluntarily? 

A It was. 


Q Did you subject Max Hammerer to harsh or cruel treatment in 


order to obtain the statement? 


A No, sir. 

Q Did you make any threats or promises to Max Hammerer in or- 
der to obtain the statement? 

A I did not, 

Q Who administered the oath? 

A I did, 

MR, ELOWITZ: The Prosecution offers in evidence its Ehibit 
marked P-~110 for Identification, requests that it be attached to the 
record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit No, P-110, 

LT. COL. DWINNEL: ‘The Defense objects to the evidence, on 
the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Objection over ruled, The Exhibit offered by 
the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked F LO. 

(Whereupon the document referred to above having previously 
been marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution's 
Exhibit P-110, and the same is attached hereto and made a part of 
the record,) 

MR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution offers in evidence a true and 
correct English translation of its Exhibit P-110, requests i 
tached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit No. 


(Whereupon the document referred to above was marked 


(Perl. - redirect) 1410 





Prosecution's Exhibit P-110-A, for Identification.) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No objection on behalf of the defense, 

PRESIDENT; There being no objection, the Exhibit offer- 
ed by the Prosecution is accepted in evidence and will be marked 
P-110-A, 

(Whereupon the document referrdd to above having previous- 
ly been marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecu- 
tion's Exhibit P~110-A, and the same is attached hereto and made a 
part of the record.) 


MR. ELOWITZ: Permission is requested for Prosecution to 


P= 
read its Exhibits/110 and P-110-A, 


PRESIDENT: Granted, e 


(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-110-A was read as fol- 


{ax HAMMERER, being duly sworn stated the fol- 


"During the EIFEL offensive in December 1944, I belonged 
to the 2nd Platoon, of the 3rd Panzer Pioneer Company, of the 
1st SS Pioneer Bn, ISSAH. 


"My platoon leader was Uscha, Max BEUTNER. My Company 
Commander was Obersturmfuehrer Franz STEVENS 


"1. On e 17th December 1944, at about 1:30 o'clock ir 
ing from I S to 
in direction 
i of [ 





"It was clear to me that this American was noncombatant, 
but a prisoner of war because he was helpless and unamed, 
However , I shot him because our company commander Oberstuf. 
Franz SIEVERS had read an order to us before the offensive in 
which it said that no prisoners will be taken, 


"I have prepared a sketch which shows the castle near 
STOUMONT in which I shot the American prisoner of war, This 
I have marked with "A" and attached to my statement. On this 
the numerals indicate; 


1. Kitchen 5. Hallway 

2. Halls 6, Spot where I shot the 
3. Office American 

4. Store-room 7. Doors. 


"JT have made this statement voluntarily and of my own will 
uninfluenced by force, threats, or harsh treatment, and unin- 
fluenced by promises of any kind, 


"I swear before God that the statements made in this 
deposition are true and I am prepared to reveat then under oath 
before any court. 


83 Rttf. 
Witness; 11 April 1946, 
Harry W. Thon 
Interrogator. WCB 


She ackS sand aosoribed to before me 

this lith 47 °f April 1946 at Schwabisch Hall, 

Germany William R Perl 

ist Lt. M.I. 0-555149 

Investigator-Examiner 
WC8, USFgr" 


(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit No, P-11LO was read in 


man language, ) 


1e two picture af. 


idavits, 


rosecution offers in evidence two picture affidavits executed 


ai 


rosecution's Exhibits NosP-110-B and Pp-110-C, respectively. 


DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the Defense there is no ob- 


jection to the picture affidavits nor necessity for reading the same, 


It is further stipulated that the photographs are those of the ac- 


cused Sievers and Goldschmidt. 


> statement) 





(Whereupon the documents referred to above were marked 


Prosecution's Exhibits P-110-B and P-110-C, respectively, for Iden- 
tification, ) | 


PRESIDENT; There being no objection, the Exhibits offered | 


by the Prosecution are admitted in evidence and will be marked Prose- 
cution's Exhibits P-J10-B and P=110-C, respectively) 

(Whereupon the documents referred to above having pre- 
viously been marked and identified were received in evidence as 
Prosecution's Exhibits P-110-B and P-110-C, and the same are attach- 
ed hereto and made a part of the record.) 

MR. ELOWITZ: You may cross examine, | 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the Defense, there is no 
cross examination, 

PRESIDENT: Are there questions by the Court? Apparent- 
ly none, The witness is excused. 


(Whereupon the witness was excused and resumed his seat in the 
4 fn 


| 


courtroom, ) 


PRESIDENT: The court will adjourn until 0830 tomorrow 


)Whereupon the court adjourned at 1700 hours.) 


Perl - Redirect) 


——. 
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TRANSLATOR’S AFFIDAVIT 


4 GORGE MILLER assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, de pose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
Werner STERNESECK 


taken on 27 March 1945 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


hefore RAPHAEL .SHUMACKER, Captain, CMP 
sonsleting of ‘ ai pee into English, 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 
German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 
le Gerean is ay native tongue. 


2. i epent the first twenty years of my life in Germany end went to 
elemntary and secondary school there, 


3 I cam to the United States in 1926, 


he I had two years of Bnglish in secondery school in Cermany. ® other 
knowledge of English has been derived from study by myself. 


Se i*ve boon wmrried for the past six years to G Sritish subject end 
speak English continually at hom. wife does not speak GERMAN . 


6e I have been in the United States Army for the past 2-1/2 years, 


having been discharged in November 19,5 and have been employed by the War 
Departuont es « German-inglish interpreter since January 19h6. 


acres Lite, 


SAtacek 
Swornand subscribed'to before ae. thts 200... day of SPEE 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 


el 





I, Werner STHRNEBECK, Oberstummfuehrer, having been 
duly sworn, make the following statement supplementary to 
my statement of 26 March 19461 


On 18 December 1944, between 5 o®clock and 6 o'clock 

in the evenin I arrived in a village which I believe was 
called LODOMIO, which is situated 2 to 3 kilometers east of 

ViLOr. At that time in the CP with me in this village were 
Hauptsturmfuehrer Oskar KLINJELHOEFER, CO of the 7th Company 
and Obersturmfuehrer Benoni JUNKER, CO of the 6th Companys 
Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER told me to ve the order to Haupt- 
scharfuehrer August TONK of the 6th Company to go with four or 
five other soldiers to STAVELOI to look for American gasolinés 
I stepped outside and found Hauptscharfuehrer TONK. I save him 
the order and added that he should take my assistant gunner, 
Sturmmann Hans ZMMLR along. Hauptscharfuehrer TONK reported 
back to the Ck between 9 o'clock and 10 o®clock of the same 
eveninge It is possible although I am not sure, that Haupt- 
sturmfuehrer KLINGELHOLMFER and Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER were 
present at the CP when Hauptscharfuehrer TONK repa' ted back. 
Before I became an officer I was always friendly with Haupt- 
Scharfuehrer TONK and when he returned to the roam at this time 
I greeted him in a friendly manner. Hauptscharfuehrer TONK re- 
ported that he couldn't find any gasoline but he found a jar of 
fruit in a house. Then he remarked "2wei zivilisten mussten daran 
S\aeuben". (Two civilians had to pay with their lives for ite) He 
held the jar of fruit in his hand and offered me some of it and I 
recall now that I was very happy about it because I suffered fran 
yellow jaundice ana needed fruit. I know that the "Zwei zivilisten 
mussten daran glauben" used by Hauptscharfuehrer TONK means tha 
two civilians were killed. No other interpretation is possible if 
this expression is used in the German langiage. 


I have prepared e sketch attached hereto which shows the CP 
in this village where the incident described here occurred, 


I make this statement consisting of two pages anu a sketch 
voluntarily out of my own free will without force, threats or 
promises of reward. 


Werner STE: NEBECK 
SS Obersturmtuehrer 
27 March 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 2/th dey of March 1946 
at SUHWABISOH HALL, GER. 


APHAEL SHUMACKsR 
Capt CMP 





hw MMEANER.STEBNE BECKI, being first daly [ : 
‘J 


sworn, make the following Statement ander oath: 
1a_Werner Steracaeck , nachdem ich erst recit- 


mafig eingeschworen wurde, muche die Jolgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same _HAVPSCHARFUVED RE 
wn AMVLE, unonren.mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated.&7. MAR. /4.4.la 


‘ 
Die obigen zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen 44 stat heey Zn f ver 
pamenter | ssmeengey. VON mir in meiner eldesstattlichen sage genannt, 
CT 4 AVE 


LoeriePuarm Lach rer 
Rank (Dienstgrad) 


Organization daring Eifel’ Offensive 


Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
SE Tu, day ot. Laghcisda 1946, 


Cort 
ae: 
A222 





Case No. .. 6724 


TS 
HlotemmmionexMilitary Court. 
*General 

Place DACHAU, .GERMANY 
Date 

Members of Court: 


BRLG GENER/L JOSIAN T DALBEY 
COL PAL. H. WETLAND 


— 


Legal Form No. 8 


MILITARY GOVERNMENT COURT Eros. & 
CASE RECORD, 


85 thru 95-B 


Prosecutor,,.LT, COL BURTON F ELLIS 


Defence Counse! COL WILLIS M EVERETTE JR 


Interpreter 


Reporter 


COL RAYMOND C CONDER 
COL AH ROSENFELD (LAW MEMBER) 


COL, .JAMES...G. WATKINS 
COL. WILFRED...H. STEWARD 
Accused VALB\.TIN..BERSIN,..2T AL 
Address Sex Age 


First Charge Second Charge _ 


Pleas 


VALENTIN BERSIN, ET AL Not guilty 


Findings 


Previous Convictions 


Term 
Imprisonment 


Beginning 
Sentence 
Amount 


To be paid before 194 
or in case of default of payment to serve a *further 


term of 
imprisonment. 


Charge Sheet and Record of Testimony are annexed hereto, 


‘ ‘(Signature of member of court.) ea 
REVIEW 


Action of Reviewing Authority . 


"(Signature of reviewing authority) 


*Strike out words not applicable. 
756 OMGB Printshop 
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TRANSLATOR’S AFFIDAVIT 


1 WeRNER M, WOLUE assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn depose and e that the attached English translation is 


4 true and accurate rendering of the SCEN ginal of the statement of 
if # 


Me. Francois Ci@BE, Belgian civilian | 
taken on 27... May 1946 at HobwitkinsckblaGewmamx Camp Dachau, Germany ae 


hefore .Lt.-Gol, Homer By Crawford 


consisting of 4 pages, into English. 
French 
I, the deponent, further state that I speak @d@a@4 and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert French= 
OMHEEnglish interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


I was born in SOBEPNHEIM, Germany, on the 26th of Match, 1921 
I lived ir Germeny with my parents until Guring which time 
Was iy native Long. n 1935 1 went to Sw re I resided 
during which time 1 attended school and maj n 2 French and 
I moved from Switzerland to Franc ained until June 
my parents i I went te the United e 
where we have resided ever since. I 
for to yeu end J have spoke h nglish 
Since taking ur idence in VINELAND, New Jersey,and nee I entered 
of the Unted States in July of 1944. In July 1945, I eratuated fror 
Military Intelligence, and igned to War Crimes Branch, United States Arny, 


the 


on 


ami have been with that Branch nce that 


Wormer WN. Wo Re. 


June, 1946 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 23% day of 


Whiatbioh Hath femomx at Camp Dachau, Ger wany 








WILLEM, Leon 
VERDIN, Alphonse 
BLAISE, Leon 
DELCOUR, Hubert 
HOURAND, Leon 
GASPAR, Albert 
DEWALA.UE, Henri 
GASIAR, Louisa 
VERDIN, Emile 
VITRIER, Joseph 
TEGRAND, Franz 
GOFFIN, Jules 
LOFFET, Alphonse 
LEDUE, Joseph 
DESONNAY, Camille 
DROUGUET, Joseph 
LEGRAND, Sonveau 
JEANPIERRE, Julien 
DESONNAY, Henri 
TOMBEEX, Alfred 
BRIDA, Antoince 
GEORIS, Joseph 
GROSJEAN, Felicie 
SOUGNE, Francois 
TERF, Francois 
KLEIN, 

MIGNON, Frencois 
COLLIN, Emile 
CRISMER, Surian Leon 
HURLET, Lucien 
ROUSSEAU, Jules 
GENGOUX, Julien 
ALBERT, 

LEGAYE, Crisuer 
DAISOMONT, Henri 
PRINCE, 

ROUXHET, Maurice 
LECOC., Rouxhet 
REMY 

TA MBERT-BCCK 
MIGNON-SCOMUS 
HOURAND, Julien 
DEPAS, Alphonse 
DEMS, Joseph 
JOB, Freres (brothers) 
BLOM, pere (father) 
NICOLET 

WORNIN, Georges 
GEORGIN, Himond 
NICOLAY 

BURNOTTE 
CORBUSUER 

GONAY, Edouard 
TOMBRUX, Juean 
TOMBEUX-GREGOIRE 
GREINANS, Hubert 
TOMBEUX, Lucien 
WICHA, Arthur 
DUBOIS, 

SOLHEID, Arthur 
LIVET, COLINEST, Pauline 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
a 
1 

1 
3 
1 
3 
2 
4 
1 
4 
I 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
a 
2 
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One boy 18 yr@ old 


Three children 1-4 yrs 


child 1-2 yrs 


girl 5 yrs old 
girl 14 yra old 
children 1-7 yrs old 
children 3-10 yrs ald 
girl 9 yrs old 


eirl 4 yra old 


boy 3-5 yrs old 


children 7-8 yrs old 


eszexeutsesauusea8 


2 
18 December 1944 
” 


19 December 1944 
" 
* 
® 


Between the 18 Dec 1944 
and 14 Jenuary 1945. 
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TOMBEUX, Marcel 


To knowledge 
through my proper care 


Stevelot which cont 


Anericans shot by en Sr » the chateau of Petit Spay the 20th 
December 1944 after inforuation collected from Mr. Jaan Elias in April 1945: 


Number of soldiers ll (Blven) Men 


/s/ Close, Francois 
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* 1 
TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I George Miller 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate renderin, man original of the statement of 


Werner STERNEBECK 


2 M O46 
taken on .....29,. Mareh 1946 at-Schwihisch Hall, Germany, 


aren WILLIAM R. PERL, lst Lt., M. I. 
consisting of 2.0... pages, jnto English. 
‘and one sketeh 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and I sh fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


1. German is my native tongue. 


2. I spent the first twenty years of my life in Germany and 
went to elementary and secondary school there. 


3. I came to the United States in 1928. 


4, I had two years of English in secondary school in Germany. 
My other kmowledge of English has been derived from study by myself. 


5. I have been married for the past six years to a British 
subject and speak English continually at home. My wife does not 
speak German. 


6. I have been in the United States Army for the past 21/2 
years, having been discharged in November 1945 and have been employed 


by the War Department as a German-English interpreter since January 
1946. 


hebler 


George Miller 


Sworn and subseribed to before me this A day of /9¢L 
at Sciwihisch Hall, Germany. 
fp Ww¢pforimes Branch, OFF 


Lafh CMF 





sworn, make 


In De r 1944, at 
Obers turmfuehrer in the 6th Company, 1 
My company commander was Obersturmfuehrer Ben 
night from 15th to 16th of December 1944, my tank was 
point of the combat group and at that time I left the 


y tank and other tanks of the combat group remained in 
WANNE, Belgium on the 20th December 194) because STAVELOT was surround- 
ed and we couldn't get through there any more, At this time Untersturz 
fuehrer HEUBECK was in WANNE, and he was the C.0. of the 3 tanks of 
the lst Company, lst Panzer Regiment, L.OS.A.H. which remained behind, 


I lived in WANNE in the seme house as Hauptsturmfuehrer 
KALISCHKO who was the conmander of the lst Artillery Battalion, Artillery 
Regiment I, L.SS.A.H. 


i have prepared a sketch of WANNP, marked "A" etta 

to showing my C.P., approximate location of Untersturmfuehrer | 
C.P. and the position of wy tank, In the m ng hours of 

December 1944, Standarterfuehrer MOHNKE, commander of the LSS 

and gave orders sbout the deployment of troops to the 

Gifferent unit leaders,I listened for a while as Standertenfuehrer NOHN! 
issued the orders, and was under the impression that ‘he was very dis 
pleased about the situation in WANNE, At about noon+tine of the same or 
the following day, Hauptsturnfuehrer KALISCHKO came to me and said that 
he had received the order from the Division to round up all suspicious 
Belgian male civilians in WANNE, and to shoot them beceuse there was 
supposed to be an eneny radio transmitter in WAN Haupts turinf vehrer 
KALISCHKO decided to execute this order by dividing the village in two 
parts for the search, He took over one part and the tank troops searched 
the other part. I transmitted this order to Untersturmfuehrer MUENIEMER ‘ 
who was commander of the 7th Coimpany troops in WANNE, and I also believe 
to Untersturmfuehrer HEUBECK, but I am not sure about that. Then I went 
to my tank which was in the position as indicated on my sketch "A", to 
pass on this order,which I received from Hauptsturmfuehrer KALISCHKO,to 
my crew. This happened between ] and 2 o'clock in the afternoon. I told 
the crew that a secret radio transmitter was loceted in the village and 
that we had to find it, Then I told Rottenfuehrer HERENIREY ny ta 
driver and Sturmmann HILLIANN, my radio-operator to look for suspicious 
Belgian civilians and in case they found any to shoot them. I said to 
Rottenfuehrer HEHENTREY, "You are an ‘old hand’ in such matters - you 
take charge". I ordered Stursmann PLAAS and Sturmmann ZIMMER to stay 
with the tanks as guerds, and I returned to the C.P, About half an hour 
leter Rottenfuehrer HERENTREY revorted to me at the C.P, and told me that he 
had executed the order, that had found a suspicious Belgian male civil- 
ian in one of the houses and had bumped him off. Whereupon I answered 
"Alright". 


I make this statement consisting of three pages and one sketch 
marked "A" voluntarily, out of my own free will, without force, threats ,or 
promises of reward . 


(signed) Werner STERNEEFCK 
Sworn to and subscribed to before SS Obersturmfuehrer 
me this 26th dey of March 196, 26 March 1946, 
at SCHWABIS EALL,Germany. 
WILLIAM R. FERL 
ist Lts MoI. 0-555149 
Investigetor-Examiner Wer Crimes branch,USFET 
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fO aFFIDAVIL 


Werner STERNEBIUK 


Dated 





i“ MUENKEMER 


ERICH 


Income CBNER..... Steve Lee a na» being first duly 
age make the fi Yaving statement, under oath: 
tor MY nor Pee 0 O.0 Cs _.. nachdem ich erst reott- 
mipig eingesdiworen wurde, mude die folgende “Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same (ntersCere, wedver 
Lunkenéh. mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated... R¢.. GAR...CIYE. 


Die hotograph’en sind Photographien desselbigen Mintecses. cmap vee 


ye LON Ee ade or mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 


datiert..2 6 RS 17 


First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zana 
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Rank (oiaaGaradl 


b. fh 4 18 2, hyd Ligh 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


1 So KEoNBM 1 to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depc tate that the attached English translation is 


4 true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Georg KOTZUR 


taken on 31 January 1946 at Schwihisch Hall, Germany, 


bias RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, Captain, CMP 


consisting of 9 pages, into English, 
and one sketch 
I, the deponent, further stace that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


4. my native tongue is verman. 


2. I leorned imgliah through study of the langage for two years in 
High Ghhool, one year in @ilege, and cight months of evening classes, all in 
Views, austria. 


3e J have spoken English continuously since September 1939 when I came 
to the United States. In September of 191 I joined the United States Aruy. 


4- From Vebruary until the latter mrt of April 1945, I attended the 
ie course ot Camp Hite ie, Maryland, conductedby the Military Intelligence 
Training Venter. 


Se ran June 1944 until Septenbder 1%5. I served continuously as an IW 
interrogator, in which Capacity I was constantly required to translate German 
into English and viee versa. 


6. Since Jomary 1946 I have been aecigned to the War Crimes Hranch, 
U.5.0-E.T. ao @ Civilien German-English interpreter. 


SUBRM JODAGGI Uaul 


Sworit hud sutueribed: to: before tea thle day ut Fi SG¢CL 
at Schwilbisch Hall, Germany. 





I, Georg KOTZUR, Sturmmann, having been duly sworn, 
make the following statement under oath: 


In December 1% during the EIFEL offensive, I was a 
member of the lst Company, of the lst Panzer Hegiment, 
LSSAH. I was radioman in the tank crew of Oberscharfuehrer 
Valentin BERSINe On December 15, 1944 our company was as- 
sembled in a forest, the exact location of which I do not 
know. At nightfall of the same day Obersturmtuehrer KiiMSE, 
Compeny Commander of the lst Panzer Company, assembled the 
company to deliver a speech. He read this speech to us from 
a piece of paper. He told us how important the offensive 
was for Germany, that we must fight bravely, that we my 
grant no quarter to the enemy, and that as far as possible 
no prisoners of war should be teken. Our tank was to ride 
at the point. We set out with the Panther tank of Unter- 
svurmfuehrer BAHRENT until shortly afterwards we met up with 
2 other Mark IV tanks. We remained at this place the whole 
day of December 16. At twilight on December 16 we set out 
again and had gone a few kilometers along the way, when our 
tank ran upon a mine. By the evening of December 18 1944 our 
tank had been completely repaired, and we set out again. In 
the early afternoon of Decanber 20 194) we arrived in wANNE 
togethes with the tank of Unterscharfuehrer PFLULGER, whom 
we had met on the waye In WANNE Untersturmfuehrer HiMUBICK 
assumed cammand of the tanks of the lst campany, since he was 
the replacement office, of the lst Panzer Regiment, and had 
caumana of those which lagged behind. In WAVNE I was quar- 
tered together with my whole tank crew in a house. The tank 
crew consisted of Unterscharfuehrer BiRSIN, Sturmmann HAU, 
Sturmmann FIGUHA, Unterscharfuehrer WOCH and myself. 


About midafternoon of December 21 19,4, Unterscharfuehrer 
BERSIN came to our quarters and said to us that every male 
civilian was to be shot and gave the whole crew the order to 
go out, find the male civilians, and carry out the order to 
shoot. He pointea to me and saids "KOT@ZUR, you come with me." 
Unterscharfuehrer BERSIN and I went to the house, which is 
designated by an X on the attached sketch. We entered the 
house and a man approached us with 2 caps in his hand. He 
was bout 40 or 50 years old. BERSIN asked him what kind of 
caps he had there. He replied that they were forest warden's 
caps, and BEXSIN then hit him, BERSIN ordered him to came 
out with us in the street. I told BsRSLN that the man was 
too ola to be shot. Because of this BERSIN said to me: ‘Just 
for saying that you shall shoot him yourseli." BERSIN wanted 
me to shoot the man before his eyes. I did not want to shoot 
the man right on the street and went with the man down the 
street towards the church. BEXSIN went ahead of me. He 
turned around and shouted at me, "I expect to hear the shot 
soon." Wien we arrived at the entrance to the cemetery, 
BERSIN went on in the direction or the village and I led the 
man into the canetery. I fired two shots from my pistol into 
his back. The civilian fell down with a ory and I assumed 
that he was dead. 





I went back in the street. BERSIN was staniing dow 
the street and shouted to me, "this man is to be shot too", 
and then the man he mentioned came up to mee I led this 
man to a farm approximately across from the entrance to the 
cemetery, and shot him once in the back, He yelled and fell 
on his knees and threw his fists around, I shot again but my 
pistol had a stoppage. At this moment Hans TRETTIN of Unter~ 
scharfuehrer PFLUIGER's crew arrived with his pistol in his 
hand and I said to him, "Finish him off, he is in pain." 
TREITIN then finished him off with a shot in the neck. I went 
back to the street. TRETTIN followed me and said the man wes 
dead. At this time somebody shouted that enemy tanks were ap- 
proaching, and we all went to our tanks. 


All the shootings which I have described here took place 
during daylight, and the wholed@fair did not last longer than 
15 to 30 minutes. The civilians whom I shot were unarmed, did 
not defend themselves, and made no attempt to escape. As I 
later found out, other civilians were shot by our tank crews 
on the same day. That was the first human being I shot myself, 
I came to the lst Panzer Hegiment in October 194), and that 
was the first combat unit that I was assiged to. 


During the time that I was a prisoner of war in the camp 
at EBENSEE in June 1945, Unterscharfuehrer Daniel MAIER said 
to me that BEXSIN, who was then being confined for interroge- 
tion, wanted to speak with me. Unterscharfuehrer Daniel 
MAIER was the man who brought him his meals every day. He 
made it possible for me to bring BEXSIN's meal to him once. 

I brought his dish to him, ana he said to me on this occasion, 
“If you are interrogated by the Americans, state that our tank 
required 8 days for repairs when we ran over the mine, and 
that we spent 8 days there." I asked him why, as we were only 
there 3 days. He replied to me, "the WANNE affair is not in- 
volved, The Americans only want information about the bumping 
off of American prisoners or war." I dian*t answer and started 
to leave. BERSIN then added, "have you understood?" 


On the day that the shooting which I have described in 
this confession took place, Untersturmfuehrer HEUBECK had his 
noon meal in our quarters. During the meal he sent me out to 
fetch Unterscharfuehrer PFLUEGEX. When I came back from my 
mission, I saw the old man whom I later shot (as is described 
in my contession) in the yard of his farmstead. I informed 
Untersturmfuehrer HWsWK about that. He ordered me together 
with RAU or FiGURA (I no longer recall with which one it was) 
to investigate, and, ir he should be suspicious, to shoot him 
We investigated, found him in the stable, and noted that he 
was fairly old. I came back and intormed someone, I do not 
know whom, that the man was an old forest warden, but I am 
quite certain now that it was Untersturmfuehrer HEUBECK, whom 
I intormed. A moment later BEXSIN gave the order to the whole 
tank cvew to hunt up all male civilians and to shoot them. 
BEXSIN then said to me, -- "You come with me, and show me the 


old man", meaning the one whom I have described in my con- 
fession as the first man to be shot, 


-2. 





I make this conression, consisting of 9 pages and a 
Sketch, voluntarily, without being threatened or forced 
or promised a reward. 


(signed) Georg KOT @UH 
31 January 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed 
before me this 3lst,day 
of Jan 1946 at SCHWABISCH 
HALL, GuHiANY Cs 


(signed) Haphael SHUMACKiR 
Capt CMP 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I se gned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, haying been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


4 true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
HANS TRETTIN 


taken on 31 January 1946 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


before D\IGHT..!.. FANTON, Ma jor, QMC 


consisting of ..£OUL... pages, into English. 
& one sketch 
I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and ara fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


he ative ton pe: English. 

jas born June 1919 an learned German 2m a German 
governess fr 29 « 

Studied in G E £ ir school I 
ST \LiS [TZERLAS t 336 

on tinued 18 3@ 
conduc te 

ir AL TIMOR 2rylan 

semesters 

Lived in ICH, Germany, MayeSeptemnber 39 } if erman 
language and literature at University ft ic ‘rom June to 
jep tember. 

since December 1945 I have served with War Crimes Franch 
as 8 GermaneEnglish Interpreter. 


p Lr wht 
folic} & AB ft 
Sworn and subisoribed vo hefare ma'thts ZS day of Guirchre 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. y 





I, HANS TRETTIN, Sturmmann,having been sworn in,make the 
following statement under oath: 


In December 1944 I was a member of company 1,Panzer Regiment 
1,LSSAH and was assigned to the tank of Unterscharfuehrer 
PFLUEGER as loader. My tank did not reach the first company during 
the EIFEL offensive in December 1944 because we had motor trouble 
and did not come to the assembly place. 


We drove in the direction of the front in the hope of catching 
up with the first company,and arrived in the village of WANNE on 
December 21,1944 around noon. At this time the crew of the tank 
and the tank of Unterscharfuehrer BERSIN were also in WANNE.Both 
crews were placed under Untersturmfuehrer HEUBECK, who, as replace~ 
went officer of the first regiment, exerclsed command over stragge- 
lers. 


About one or two hours after our crew had been quartered Unter- 
scharfuehrer VALENTIN BERSIN came to us in our quarters and apoke 
with Unterscharfuehrer PFLUEGER and said the following, that Unter~ 
sturmfuehrer HHUBECK had found parts of German uniforms in a 
closet, and that therefore he had sent him here to get the loader 
and gunner to take him along to round up all male Belgian civil~ 
tans of 16 and over, and to shoot them. Unterscharfuehrer BERSIN 
then left with Unterscharfuehrer TIGGES, who was a member of my 
tank crew. Unterecharfuerher TIGGES asked me to fetch the machine 
pistol from the tank for him. I fetched the machine pistol to 
bring it to Unterscharfuehrer TIGGES. At a point on the street 
Opposite the entrance to the churchyard I saw Sturmmann KOTZUR 
of BERSIN's crew with a civilian, and Sturmmann KOTZUR had a 
pistol in his hand. Unterscharfuehrer BERSIN and Unterscharfuehrer 
TIGGES were not far from this point, and I hastened to catch up 
with them to give the machine pistol to Unterscharfuehrer TIGGES. 
I then gave the machine pistol to Unterscharfuehrer TIGGES, and 
wanted to go on with them, but Unterscharfuehrer BERSIN said to 
me,"You go up to KOTZUR and shoot the civilian. I shall send 
Other civilians, you shoot them too." I came back to KOTZUR,who 
at this time was standing near the bushes with the civilian,at 
the same place where he had been when I passed him. KOTZUR tried 
his pistol,as it was jammed, and said to me,"Shoot the man,my 
pistol is jammed." I came up to within 2 or 3 meters of the man 
and shot him in the neck. The man fell to the ground and I shot 
him again in the head. He lay still,and appeared dead. 


I went back into the streetand saw Unterscharfuehrer BERS IN 
going into a house about 50 meters away. A few minutes later I 
saw a man come out of the same house and come in my direction. 
I led this civilian to the same place near the bushes and shot 
him in the neck. Then he fell to the ground and still moved.I 
then shot him again,in the head. After that he was quiet,and I 
saw that he was dead. KOTZUR was standing in the street,but he 
could have seen it sinoe the bushes were only 2 meters from the 
street.When the latter civilian came up the street,I said to 
KOTZUR,"You shoot the second one. I shot the first one and do 
not want to do this alone." KOTZUR then said,"My pistol is not 
working yet, you shoot him", therefore I shot the second civil- 
lan. 


At that moment we heard shouting that "Shermans" were coming 
and everybody went to their tanks. This was the first engagement 





that I took part in. I was afraid. I did not want to shoot 
any civilians but was forced to do that by my superiors. 


I make this confession, consisting of 4 pages and one 
sketch voluntarily, without being threatened, forced, or 
promised a reward. 


HANS TRETTIN 
January 31,1946. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 3lst day of January 
1946, at SCHWAEBISCH HALL, GERMANY. 


/s/ Dwight F. Fanton 

/t/ DWIGHT F. FAN TON 
Major.QMc. 
Investigator-Examiner, 
War Crimes Branch 
USFET. 





MAP OF WANNE, WHERE I SHOT THE TWO BELGIAN CIVILIANS 


Drawings part of statement of Strm Hans TREITIN 


4 - Spot where the first Belgian civilian was shot. 


B ~ Spot where the second civilian was shot. 


© = House out of which BERSIEN sent out the 2nd civilian. 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I GNOROK MULLER assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Valentin BiRSIN 


30 March 1945 


taken on at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


RAPHAEL, SHUMACKER, Capt.,, OMP 


hefore 


consisting of «9 pages, into English. 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


1. Corman is sy native tongue. 


2, I spent the first twenty yeare of wy life in Germany end sent 
to elementary end secondary school there. 


36 I cam to the United States in 1920. 


he 1 had two years of Baglish in secondary school in Germany sj 
other knowledge of English has been derived from atudy by myself. 


5» i*va been married for the past six years to « British sub ject 
and ojpes ng@lish continually at hom. My wife aces not speak ORAIWis 


6— I have been in the United Staten aAray for the past este years, 
having been discharged in November 1945 and have been employed by the 
war Department es a CermansInglish interpreter since Jenuary 19/6. 


wk 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this x day of 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 


far Crimes Branch, WSFET 
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TESTIMONY OF REV. JOSEPH BRECHT, 


a Belgian Pastor, of Robertville, Belgium, taken 


at his residence on February 13th, 1946, at Robert- 
ville, Belgium. 


Before me, ROBERT E. BYRNE, lsat Lt., JAGD, 01826233, 
Investigator-Examiner, War Crimes 3ranch, U. 8. Army, being 
duly authorized to administer oaths, appeared Rev. Joseph 


BRECHT, of Robertville, Belgium, who was examined as 
follows: 


RAY D. BISTLINE, Civilian, appeared before me as 
Reporter and was sworn in the following form: 


Q- You swear that you will faithfully perform the duties 
of Reporter in this investigation now being conducted 
by me, So Help You God? 


Reporter: I do. 
WARNER M. WOLFE, Private First Class, 42083896, appeared 
before me as an interpreter, and was sworn and questioned 
by me as follows: 
Q- You swear that you will truly interpret in this investi- 
gation now being conducted by me, and will truly testify 


as to your qualifications as an interpreter, So Help You 
god? 


Interpreter: I do. 


Q. State your present status, 


Interpreter: I am a Private First Class in the U. S. Army, 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, APO 
633. 


Q- State your qualifications as an interpreter. 


Interpreter: I know, speak, understand, translate and 
interpret German and English, as well as French. 
This knowledge results from my past experience in 
life, which is as follows: 


I was born in Sobernheim, Germany, 26 March 1921, 
and continued to live there until 1935. During 
these fourteen years German was my native tongue 
and was spoken in my home, by my friends, and in 
school. I attended high school and studied English 
for two years. In September, 1935, I went to Switz- 
lerland where I studied for two years as a student, 
majoring in the English and French languages. In 
January, 1939, I went to France where I remained 
until July, 1941. In August, 1941, I went to the 
United States where I took residence at Vineland, 
New Jersey. I have lived in the United States, or 
have been in the United States Army, ever since. 

I graduated from Military Intelligence in April, 
1945, and was assigned to War Crimes Branch 48 an 
ihterpreter in July, 1945. I am fully qualified 

to transa&e German and French into English, and 
English into German and French. 
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THE REVEREND JOSEPH BRECHT, appeared before me as a 
witness, and his testimony was received by me through 
said interpreter after said witness had been swornby me 
under authority of Article of War 114 (Section 1586, 
Title 10, United States Code), as follows: 


Q- You swear that the evidence you shall give in this 
investigation being conducted by me shall be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
So Help You God? 

I do. 


What is your full name? 
BRECHT, Joseph. 


What is your occupation? 
Pastor of the Church of St. Joseph, at Robertville. 


How long have you lived at Robertville? 

Since the 13th of August, 1934, but in December of 
1944 I was living in Wanne because I was being pur- 
sued by the Gestapo. 


Were you at your home in Wanne on the 20th of Decem~ 
ber, 19447 
Yes. I had lived in Wanne, since the 20th of Septem- 
ber, 1940, 


On the 20th of December, 1944, did you have occasion 
to see men of your village executed there by the Germans? 
Yes. 


Where were you when you saw this execution? 
In my office, at the window. 


Pe > 2 


How many men did you see executed there? 
Three. 


roe 


Can you give me thermmes of those men? 
Yes; they were my neighbors. 


What were their names? 
Emile Hemroulle; Leon Hemroulle and Louis Milbers. 


Which one of these men was shot first? 
Emile Hemroulle. 


Where was he shot? 
At the entrance to the cemetery, between the gate and the 
church, a little bit to the left of the path. 


ro Pe re Fe 


Who was the second man shot? 
Louis Milbers was the second. 


Andwhere was he shot? | 
In my courtyard. ; 


Do you know whether the same man shot both Emile Hemroulle H 
and Louis Milbers? 
Yes, the same man. 


Was this also the same man who shot Leon Hemroulle? 
Yes. 


Do know whether there was another German soldier 
Who’ urought Louis Milbers down the street from his home 
just before he was shot? 

That I do not know. 


t exactly 
Were Louis Milbers and Leon Hemroulle executed a 
the eae time, or was there some time between the shooting 
of each of them? 





You have previously told me that Louis Milbers was 
shot second and Leon Hemroulle was the last one 
shot. How do you make that distinction? 

They were actually shot at the same time, one fall- 
ing to the right and the other to the left of the 
passageway from the street to my door. 


Were there any German soldiers in your house on that 
day? 
Yes. 


Were any of them there at the time of the shooting? 
Yes; they were eating in the kitchen, 


Did you have any conversation with them at this time? 
Two or three words, 


Did you ask them any questions about the shooting? 
No. When the shooting began, my sister went into 

the kitchen to ask the soldiers who were eating there 
to stop their comrates from shooting into the hall- 
way, which she thought they were doing. As goon as 


she told them of the shooting they left hurriedly by 
the back door, and we never saw them again, 


At the time of the shooting do you know about how many 
tanks there were in the village? 
Three or four at the most. 


Do you know where they were located in the village? 
There were so many tanks in our village during these 
days that I would not be able to give the exact loca- 
tion of the tanks at that particular time, but I am 
sure about the location of the one tank, which was 
standing in my own court yard. 


Do you remember whether or not there was a tank parked 
on the right side of the rodd leading toward Trois 
Ponts just beyond the house of Hnile Hemroulle? 

Yes, now I remember. When the shooting had stopped 

I wanted to see what had happened to the men who had 
been shot at, but I was afraid that if I went on the 
street they would start firing at me. Therefore, I 
went up to the gable where I could see through a 
emall window in the direction of the center of the 
village, and at that precise moment I saw a very large 
tank slowly moving away past the house of Emile Hem- 
roulle in the direction of Trois Ponts. 


Immediately after the shooting did you hear any orders 
given by the Germans regarding leaving town, or anything 
similar to that? 

Yes, there was something like an alarm given. 


Could you hear anything tuat was said at that time? 
No. They were presumably military orders 


What did the Germans do immediately after this alarm 
was given? 

After the alarm, the men immediately hurriedly ran 
towards the center of the village, and I saw them 
leaving in the direction of Trois Ponts. 


Where does the road go that runs north out of Wanne? 
It leads toward Stavelot. 
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Would you be able to recognize the man who shot these 
three men you have described, if you were to see them 
again? 

It would be very difficult, as there were many of these 
thin looking youngsters around. Maybe my sister could 
recognize him. I remember that my sister said she would 
be able to recognize that dog if she saw him again, but 
I don't know whether she could or not. 


About how old did he appear to be? 
They were dirty and unshaven, but I would judge he would 
be around in tois twenties. 


Did you ever hear the name Kotzurimentioned around Wanne? 
No; never. 


Did you ever hear the name "Bersin?" 
No; no name. 


Did you ever hear the name of any of the German soldiers 
who were there mentioned? 
No. 


Do you know the designat on of the unit whichywas present 
in Wanne that day? 
They were SS. That is all I know. 


After these three men you have described were shot, in 
the cemetery and in your yard, were you a@ble to see the 
bodies sufficiently well to certify that they were dead? 
Yes; after I had looked through the window and had seen 
that no Germans were around any longer, I went down and 
looked over the bodies at very close range to convince 
myself that they were dead. 


Where were these three men buried? 
In the cemetery of Wanne, at the endof February. 


after the men were shot whom you saw, were they buried 
immediately? 
No. 


Where were the bodies removed to from your yard? 
To the vestry of the Church. 


How long did they remain there? 
That I don't know, because I left the following day. 


Did you ever see these bodies again before they were 
buried? 

Yes; I saw them again in the middleof February when I 
returned to Wanne. I saw them in coffins in theSacristy 
of the Church. 


Were you able to recognize these bodies at that time in 
February? 

No; I gould not recognize the bodies because they were in 
closed coffins. 


Did anyone tell you whose bodies were in these coffins? 
Yes; those of the village who put the bodies in the coffins. 


How many bodies were in the Sacristy in the middle of 
February when you returned? 

There were four bodies, those of Enile Yemroulle, Leon 
Hemroulle, Louis Miloers and Hmil Counet. 


were you present when thebodies of t ese four men were 
n the woodsnear Aisomont on the road to Trois 





No. I had not come back to Wanne at the time the corpses 
were found. I was on the other side of the Meuse, and 

it was still an active theater, and the Americans would 
not let anyone return to the vicinity of Wanne. 


Do you know the name of the Priest who was present when 
these bodies were found in the woods? 
Jean BAHIM, a Seminarian. 


Do you know where he lives now? 
In the vicarage at Aiwaylle. 


About how many German soldiers would you estimate were 
present in Wanne at the time of this killing? 

We didn't dare to go out to see how many there were in 
town, but I judge approximately thirty. 


Did you ever know the names of the two soldiers who were 
eating in your kitchen at the time this shooting went on? 
No. 


What kind of a weapon did the German use when he shot 
these men? 
A submachine gun. 


Did you ever examine the bodies to know where the shots 
struck these men? 
The two in the court yard, in the mouth. 


Were they shot from the back or from the front, - or 
could you see? 

It seems to me it was from the front, but I would not 
be able to confirm it. 


Could you see them clearly at the time of the shooting? 
I saw them falling. 


About how far away fromthem were you at this time? 
[wice the length of this room. 


About forty feet. Which way did they fall? Did they 
fall ontheir faces, or did they fall on their backs? 

They fell forward with their faces turned slightly to 

one side, and with one arm under the head. Emile 
Hemroulle fell flat on his stomach with both hands 
stretched above his head. I did not see him fall, but 

I saw him later. I could see him when he was running 

in a crouched position, but I could not see him falling, - 
it was too far away. 


Did you ever see a second man come into your courtyard, 

a few minutes after these two men were first shot, and 
fire additional shots into their bodies to make sure that 
they were dead? 

No; I do not remember that. 


Did you remain at the window very long after tkey were 
shot? 

Maybe two or three minutes, and then I went upstairs to 
look over the village. 


Could you see your yard from the upstairs window? 
Yes, surely. 


Where was the soldier who shot the two men in your court 

yard standing with reference to the two civilians? Was he 

in front of them or behind them? 

As they came towards my window, the jerman was behind them. 
‘ 
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You have said that there was 4& tank in your court yard. 
Were there any German soldiers near the tank, or on the 
tank at the time these two men were snot? 

Yes. 


How many? 
Two or three. They were standing on the tank,working on 
it. 


Gould they see the execution in your court yard? 
Surely, because they were very close onthe tank, - about 
five meters distant. 


Do you know what kind of a tank it was? 
A very large tank. I never Saw an American tank that large, 
and the gun barrel was especially long. 


Was there a muzzle-brake on this gun? 
It was a long thin barrel, but I don't remember if it had a 


ave Lath 


muzzle-brake. 


JOS) B HT. 


Subscribed and swornto before me this 13th day f February, 
1946 at Robertville, Belgium. f, y 


BE. 
let. Lt. 
Investiga 
War Crimes Branch, U.S. 
Army, APO 633. 


WARNER M. WOLFE, having been first duly sworn, deposes and 
says that: I acted as Interpreter in the questioning of this 
witness; that I truly translated all questions into French and 
all answers into English; that I truly translated the above 
record of witness’ testimony to the witness in French before 
he signed it; and that the witness thereupon signed said testi- 


mony in my presence. 
vA) 


Interpreter. 


subscribed and swornto before me this 13th day of 
February, 1946, at Robertville, B . 


/ 


, 

/IAGD 01826233 
Investigator-ixaminer, 
War Crimes Branch, U. 5- 
Army, APO 633. 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I Joseph Kirschbaum 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having heen duly sworn depose and state that the attached English translation is 


4 true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Armin HECHT 
taken on 1 April 1946 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany 
hefore RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, Captain, GMP 


consisting of 4... pages, into English 
and 2 sketches 
I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualification 


1. My native tongue is German. 


2. I learned English through study of the language for two 
years in High School, one year in college, and eight months of 
evening classes, all in VIENNA, Austria. 


3+ I have spoken English continuously since September 1939 
when I came to the United States. In September of 1941 I joined 
the United States Army. 


4. From February until the latter part of April 1943, I 
attended the IPW course at Camp Ritchie, Maryland, conducted by 
the Military Intelligence Training Center. 


5. From June 1944 until September 1945, I served continuously 
as an IPW interrogator, in which capacity I was constantly required 
to translate German into English and vice versa. 


6. Since January 1946 I have been assigned to the War Crimes 
Branch, U.S.F.E.T. as a civilian German-English interpreter. 


AL. 
oseyh Kirschbaum 
veel , 
dwori and titer to belard we thls SY. dayiot Apel J4Y 
at Schwibisch Hall, Germany, 
4 fF 


) 
Crimes Branch, USFET 








it exhibit "B" ana it is a part of my statement. 


This statement consisting o1 four pages and two sketches 
was made voluntarily by me am of my own free will, uninfluenced 
by force, threats, auress or promises of any kind. I swear be- 
Tore God that the facts stated herein are true ana I am prepared 
to repeat same unaer oath in any court of justice, 


Sworn to and subscribed vefore me 
this lst day or April 1946 at 
SVHWABLSCH HALL, Ger. 


RAPHAKL SiUMACKER 
Capt. Cup 





TRANSLATION OF LEGEND ON EXHIBIT *a* 
To AFFIDAVIT oF 
ARMIN HECHT 


Dated 1, March 1946 
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TRANSLATION O¥ LYGEND ON EAHIBI: "B® 
TU AFFIDAVIT oF 
ARMIN HECHT 
Dated 14 March 1946 


House in La GLEIZE 


SPW of the llth Company 


American prisoners 


Own SPW 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


| $ assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, de pose and that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the stat nt of 


HEINZ GOEDICKE 


13. March. 1945 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


taken on 


before WILLIAM.R«..PERL,..lat. Lt. Mel. 
consisting of . FOUX pages, into English, 
and two sketches 
I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


and lives 


1944 until end 
7 From to Aug } serve 
a From Auguat to November 1945 aerve 


centitr as an in ator. ‘ ite 
9. Since November 1945 I have been assigned to Wer Crimes Hranch USFET 


8 civilian German-English interpreter. 
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vara oalieubwcriheulieieleve-wedthie 22. slagrek Prtarcekh (4746 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 


‘ar Crimes Branc 
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I, HEING GOEDICKE, being dirst duly sworn, make the 
following statement under oaths 


During the EIFEL Offensive in December 1944, I was with 
the lst Platoon, llth mpany, 2d Panzer Grenadier Regiment 
LSSAH. 


During the night from the 15th to loth of December 1944, 
Obersturmfuehrer TOMHARDT (Bubi) assembled the llth Company for 
@ speech about the offensive, in which he then said the follow- 
ing: 


"This offensive isthe one. very one of you has 
to do everything physically possiblese We will have 
the assistance of the Air Force, the paratroopers and a 
Special unit of SKOMZENY. We also will have any amount 
of weapons at our disposal. There is an order not to take 
prisoners of war; also civilians who show themselves on the 
streets or at the windows, will be shot without mercy." 


For clarification of this statement I have made a sketch, named it 
Exhibit "A* and made it a part of this statemat, 


On the 16th of December 1944, around three or four otclock 
in the afternoon, the 1lth Company entered LA GLEI&H. I cannot 
remember the order of march exactly but I do know definitely that 
Oberscharfuehrer nEIER wes riding directly behind us. The crew 
of our vehicle wasas follows: 


Unterscharfuchrer Heinz KLIPP (lst Platoon Leader 
Rottenfuehrer Armin HECHT - Driver 

Rottenfuetrer Karl STELLNiR 

Sturmmann Hans DIRNBERGEX 

Grenadier Ernst PLIuSTER 

Grenadier Guenther BOMSEL 

Grenadier Wolfgang RICHTEn 

Grenadier Heinz VOEDICKY 


From the crew of the vehicle behind me I only can remam ber 
the following people: 


Oberscharfuehrer REIuR (Company Commander) 
Rottenfuehrer SaBLOKIu (vriver ) 


When we were driving through LA GLEIZE, I saw a church which 
Was standing on the lefthand side oi the street if you drive 
towards STOUMONI. On the rightyand side of the street across fran 
the church, there stood a house with a low garden wall. We passed 
thischurch about forty meters and stopped in the middle of the 
street. Between the street end the church there was a stone wall, 
in front or which, directly across from us stood about twenty-rive 
to thirty American prisoners of war. The distanss between our 
Panzer and the prisoners could have been approximately 30 to 35 
paces. I saw from their American uniforms that they Were American 
soldiers, I saw that they were prisners fr they had their hands 
clasped above their heads ani did not carry any erm. We were 
Stending at this spot about three minutes, During this time KLIPP 
was called to REIER. After KLIPP Had returned, he mave the whole 





crew the order to shoot these prisoners of war. 

I shot with a rifle K98. I fired three shots 

rs. However, I don know how many shots RIC 

shot with an M.Pi:4), PLIZSTER also; STELLNER with an M, Pi: 
DIXNBEXGEX shot with en M.G. 42, HECHT and BOESEL, as &r as 
can remember, did not shoot at ot. I als know that 
other vehicles fired at tnose prisc However, I don't 

who the people were. 


I have made a sketch for clarification of this above men- 
tioned scene, named it Exhibit »B" ana make it a part of this 
statement. In my estimation these people were dead after the 
shooting had ended for I could not hear any moaning nor could I 
See that any one of the bodies was moving. Shortly alterwards 
we received tr order to move along on the road from REIEX. 


This statement consisting of four pages and tw ketches was 
made voluntarily by me, uninfluenced by force, threat, duress or 
promises of any kind. 


I swear before God that the facts stated herein are true and 
I am prepared to repeat same under oath in any court of justice. 


(signed ) HEINZ WOEDICKE 
13 March 1946 


WILNESSED ; 
RAPHAEL SYUMACKER 
Capt CMP 


Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this, 15th day of March 1946 at 
SCHWABISCH-HALL, GERMANY. 


(signed) WILLIAM R. PERL 
lst Lte MeIe 0-555149 
Invest igator-Examiner 
War Crimes Branch 
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TRANSLATION GF LEGEND Ol 


TO AFFIDAVIT OF 


HEINZ GOLDICKE 


Dated 13 March 1946 


Advance road for the tanks. 
Wood path. 
vent of the lst Platoon. 


Panzer a@ list Group - GQsDICKE 


6, 7+ 8» 9e 10, 11 and 12 = Vehicles of other groups 


13. BLANMKENHEIM 


14. Place at which Obsrsturmfuehrer TOMHARDT held the speech. 


15e Woods of sLANKIUNHEIM. 





TRANSLATION OF LEGEND ON 


fO APFIDAVIT vi 


HEINZ GORDICKE 


Dated 13 March 1946 


“oe me & 


llth Compeny advancing. 
Church in LA GLEIZH. 
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Location of soldiers, 
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TRANSLATOR’'S AFFIDAVIT 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


4 true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Wolfgang RICHT& 


taken on... 46. APFA1 1946 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


hefore Robert... Byrne, lst. Lt.,.JAGD 


consisting of pages, into English. 
1, the deponent, further state that T speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 
le y native tongue is German. 
2. I learned Sne ith y of the la 


inguaas for two 

and etght monthe of 
sseo, all in INA, Austria. 

3 [I have spoken English continuously aince 

when I ne > @ United States. In September of 

the nit 

4. From February until the lstter part of April 1943, I 
attended the [PW course at Camp Ritchie, Marylar 1, conducted by 
the Military Intelligence Training Center. 

5- From June 1944 until September 1945, I served continuously 
a6 an IPW interrogator, in which capacity I was constantly required 
to translate German into English and vice versa. 

5. Since January 1945 I have been assigned to the War Crimes 
jranch, U.S.F.u.T. as a Civilian German-iEngliah interpreter. 


je p te mt 1939 
194 


41 vined 


Sworn and subseribed to before me this 2&..... day of Apel 
at Schwibisch Hall, Germany. 


f 
/ 

A Ayphadt 
Gag. O07? 





I, Wolfgang RICHTER, having been first duly sworn, upon 
cath mke the following statement: 


During the EIFEL campaign in December 1944 I was Grenadier 
in the lst platoon, llth company, III (armored Bn., 2nd Panzer 
Grenadier Regiment "LSSAH". 


In the nizht of 15th to 16th December 1944 our company 
commander Obersturmfuehr er .Heinz TQMHARD de:ivered about the 
following speech to the assembled 11th company: 


"This coming offensive will be of tremendous 
importance. We will have air superiority. The 
artillery will support us to the utmost and we will 
receive suppart by German troops who will wear 
American uniforms. When those people wave their steel 
heimets over their heads you will not shoot at these 
people." 


Furthermore, he said that you won't take any prisoners or 
war and you will bump off everything that comes in front of 
your guns. I know of an instance in which the orver of Ober- 
sturmfuehrer TUMHART that no prisoners of war will be taken, 
which was carried out in the following way! On the afternoon 
of 18th December 1y4) we, that means the llth Company, entered 
Ia GLELZE. I myself am not able to remember the order of varch 
eaactly. However, I pe:ieve it coula be correct if I say that 
Overschariuehrer REIHER drove directly venini my SPW. The crew 
of my SPW at this time was as follows: 


Unterscharfuehrer Heinz KLIPP (platoon leader) 
Rottenfuehrer KARL Si'ELLNER 
# Armin HECHT (Driver) 
Grenadier Heinz GOETIKE 
Sturmmann DOERMBERGER 
Grenadier Ernst PLIsSTER 
Grenadier BOEBSEL and 
Grenadier Wolfgang RiCHTER 


As we drove through LA GLEIZE I saw a church which was sur- 
rounded by # wall to the left @ the route o: advance for tanks. 
On the righthand side of the .oad was a house. We passed this 
church about 20 meters and stopped in the middle of the road. 
About airectly in front of the church, at the wall to the left of 
vhe road, if you drive in direction of STOUMONI, there stood about 
10 vo 15 American prisoners or war, I know that they were American 
prisoners of war becaise they ware Ame:ican unifomms which I know. 
I was avle to see thet they were prisoners of war because tha 
carried no weapons and stood there with raised anns, their hands 
clasped behind their heads. A few minutes afte: we had stopped 
our piatoon leader Unterschartuehrer Heinz KLIrP gave the order 
to bump orf these prisoners. With this I want to say that he 
gave the order to the whole crew. lIumediately after he had given 
the order "Commence tiring", these mwisoners were shot. The 
weapons used by the individual persons I am not avle to say today 
any longer. i personally used my carbine .98 and shot about 4 to 
5 rounds, which I fired at the height of the chest of one 
prisoner. I saw him os well as the other prisoners slump to the 
ground. I am positive that the prisoners were dead because I 





could n& see any of the prisoners moving around or make any 
noise. Immediately after this shooting was finished Unter- 
scherfuehrer KLIPP gave the order to drive on. 


This statement consisting of 5 pages was made by me 
voluntarily uninfluenced by any duress, threats, coercion 
or promises of any kina. 


I swear to God that the facts I have stated in this 
statement are true ad I am prepared to repeat same under 
oath before any courtof justice. 


(signed) Wolrgang RICHTER 
Lo oh ol 946 


Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this loth day o: April 1946. 


Robert E. BYRNE 
lst Lt. JaGD 
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TRANSLATOR’'S AFFIDAVIT 


1 Joseph Kirschbaum assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as au interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
Fritz. GEBAUER 
taken on 16 April..1946 at Schwiihiseh Hall, Germany, 


hefore Robert.E. Byrne, lst. Lt... Jac 
consisting of . 5 pages, into English 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English uently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 
1. My native tongue is German. 


2. I learned English through study of the language for two 
years in High Sehool, one year in college, and eight months of 
evening classes, all in VIENNA, Austria. 


35- I have spoken English continuously since September 1939 
when I came to the United States. In September of 1941 1 joined 
the United States Army. 

4. From February until the latter part of April 1943, 
attended the IPW course at Camp Ritchie, Maryland, conducted by 
the Military Intelligence Training Center. 

5- From June 1944 until September 1945, I served continuously 
ae an IPW interrogator, in which capacity I was constantly required 
to translate German into nzglish and vice versa. 


6. Since January 1946 I hve been assigned to the War Crimes 
Sranch, U.S.".2.1. a8 a civilian German-gnrlish interpreter. 


jaeph ae 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 28 mop of LIES 


at Schwibisch Hall, Germany. 
pez FFT 
4 


Crimes Branch, USFET 


Caf. Crap 





I, Fritz GEBAUER having been duly sworn upon oath make the 
following statement: 


During the EIFEL campaign in December 1944 I was Grenadier 
in the 4th platoom, 11th company, III (Armored) Battalion, 2nd 
Panzer Grenadier Regiment, LSSAH, 


In the night 15th to 16th December 1944, prior to the start 
of the EIFEL campaign, Coersturmfuehrer Heinz TOMHART delivered e speech 
to us in which amongst cther things, he gave us the order not to 
take any prisoners of war, and tc bump off civilians who show them 
selves at doors or windows, Immediately thereupon we took off for 
the campaign and we drove through numerous villages the names of 
which I only have a dim recollection. Nevertheless, I know that we 
entered LA GLEIZE on 18th December 19/i2 About five o'clock in the 
afternoon of this day the following took places 


If one drives from LA GLEIZE in the direction of CHENEUX, 
on the left hand side of the roal a church is situated which is 
surrounded by a wall, At this time I would like to supplement that 
4 SA's of our 1lth company drove together. As far as I can remem 
ber the SPW's were led by Rottenfuehrer Max FREIMUTH, Unterecharf~ 
uehrer RULAND, Rottenfuehrer SUBLACKI, and Unterscharfuehrer 


Walter WIELFER, I, and the following other persons, drove in 
Unterscharfuehrer WIELFER's SPW: Rottenfuehrer Theo RAUH, Gren Otto 
WALTER: Gren, Ekehart SCHMIT, Gren.Hermann GROT, Gren,Walter KRAUSE, 
Gren Willi KOBCHEL, Gren Fritz RAU, 


These 4 above mntioned SA¥'s stopped in front of this ment- 
joned wall which surrounded the church sand indeed as far as I can 
remember, on the right hend side of the street, Immediately in 
front of this wall stood about 15 American prisoners of war with 
arms raised and hends clasped behind their heads, I know that they 
were Americans because I know the American uniform which was worn by 
these people, I am not able to remember further details but I know 
that suddenly Unterscharfuehrer WILFER gave us the order to shoot 
these prisoners, I also know that all persons in my SPW shot at these 
prisoners, Which weapons they used for it I can't say for certain any 
longer. I personally used a carbine.98 and fired } shots, I fired ny 
four shots at one prisoner of war, and I aimed at the neck, and I 
em certain that the man was dead because I saw him falling and he 
neither moved nor Moaned after he had slumped to the ground. 


Immediately thereupon we received the order to drive on, I 
would also like to state that before we drove on again I asked 
Unterscharfuehrer WILFER whether the prisoners of war were dead, He 
answered me " If one of them is still alive it doesn't matter - he'll 
die alright". 


About an hour and a half later, it could have been between 
7 and 8 o'clock in the evening of the 18th December 19h, we reached 
a house shortly before CHENEUX which was on the left hand side ofthe 
Toad, and opposite of which were about 4 or 5 tanks perked. Directly 
in front of this house, therefore on the left of the road which 
leads to CHENEUX, stood about 30 to hO A merican prisoners of ware 
These Americans stood quietly, their hands clasped behind their heads 
and gave no cause that one should shoot them, Nevertheless Unterscharf- 
uehrer WILFER issued orders to us to shoot these prisoners, Again the 
whole crew of our SiW shot with the exception of Theo RAUH. However, 
other SHW's shot as well - who was shooting from these other SPW's 





which were parked here I am not able to say for certain. However, 

I know that I again fired at this shooting with my Carbine,98 at one 
prisoner and at this occasion I fired five shotsat this man, I aimed 
at the chest and the head of the American and saw him being hit and 
slumping to the ground, and he didn't move any nore, 


I have prepared a sketch for a better illustration of 
my statement and this is marked Document "A" and attached hereto, 
Document "A" shows the place of the shooting at the church in LA 
GLEIZE and the numbers thereon indicate: 


No. 1. Our SPW (Commandant Uscha WILFER) 
2. Church of LA GINIZE 
34 Wall surrounding the church 
4. American prisoners of war 


Further, I have prepared a second sketch which I have marked 
Document "B" and also attached to my statement. Document "B" shows 
the place of shooting in the vicinity of CHENEUX and the numbers there- 
on indicate: 


No. 1. Our SEW (Commandant Uscha WILFER) 
2. House in front of which the prisoners stood 
3« American prisoners of war 
4. German tank 


This statement consisting of 5 pages and two sketches was 
made by m voluntarily, uninfluenced by dureas,coercion, threat, or 
promise of reward of any nature, 


I swear to God that the factsI have stated in this statement 
are true and I am ready to repeat same before any court of justice, 


Fritz GEBAUER 
16 April 1946 


Bupsertbst ees geeead? or april 1946. 


ROBERT E BYRNE 
ist Lt, JAGD 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


! bh assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and aceurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
FRITZ RAU 


12 March 1946 


taken on at Schwiihisch Hall, Germany 


RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, Captain, CMP 


hefore 


17 ; . 
consisting of vages, into English. 
and 7 sketenes 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 

German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 

1, Native tongue: English. 

2, Was born in PHILADELPHIA, Pa., and lived in the United States from 
1910 to 1914, 

3. From 1914 to 1929 I lived in Germany, 

4, From 1929 until: I came overseas with the United States Army in August 
of 1944, I lived in the United States. 

5. I attended four years of elementary school and eight years of 
secondary school in Germany. ; 

6. Wea Ohief Interrogetor with MII 472G, 104th Division from November 
1944 until end of war. m 

7. From Mey to August 1945 served with XIX Corps CIC, é 

8, From August to November 1945 served with Berlin District Interrogetion 


Center as an interrogator. 
a 9. Since November 1945 I have been assigned to War Crimes Branch USFET 6a 


a ciyilien German-English interpreter. 
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A BRREYOT, THON 
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at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 





I, Fritz KAU, being first duly sworn, ke the following 
Statement under oath: 


turing the HIFEL offensive in December 194) I was in the 
4th Platoon of the llth Company, Srd Panzer Grenadier Battali 
end Panzer Grenadier Kegiment, LSSAH. During the “IFEL offensive 
my rank was Schuetze. Prior to the EIFEL offensive, it was in 
the night 15-16 December 194), the Company Commander, Obersturm- 
fuehrer Heinz THOMHARDI assembled the whole llth Com ny for an 
orientation, on which @casion he said approximately the follow- 
ing: 


"Thiscoming offensive is of tremendous importance, 
The reoccupation of France by us will depend upon it. 
We will have the aid of the air force and we will do 
honor unto our divisom. We will not have time to make 
prisoners of war and also civilians who slow themselves 
will be bumped off." 


The above speech 8 held by THOMHARDT in our bivouac area in 
the woods of uL/ IM. For clarification I have made a 
sketch which I have marked Exhibit "A" and which is a part 
hereof, 


I remember that our part of the column left STAVeLO? about 
ll o'clock in the morning of 18 December 1944 in the direction 
of La GLEIZE. To my recollection, the order of march was as 
follows: 


3rd Platoon 9th Panzer Pioneer Company 

ist Platoon 11th Company) 

3rd Platoon llth Gomes Panzer-Grenadiers 
4th Platoon llth Company 

10th Company (Pm zer-Grenadiers ) 


The first shooting I saw was committed by Hottenfuehrer Max 
FREIMUTH, 2nd Platoon, llth Company, After riding approximately 
an hour and a half from SITAVELOI in the direction of La GLEIZE, 
we passed FREIMU1H's vehicle which was moving slowly along the 
road. In front of a house about 30 meters to the left of the road, 
88 one drives in the direction of La GLEIZE, two civilians, who 
were about 40 to 50 years old, were working. I saw than stop 
working, turn around and watch our vehicles. Then I saw FREIMUTH, 
who was sitting in the right front seat of the SPW, arise, turn 
towards the civilians and shoot at them. In my opinion, he 
emptied the whole magazine, which contained 32 rounds, into those 
people. I base my assumption on the length af time which FREIMUIH 
needed for the Shooting. I saw how those eople were hit and fell 
to the ground. This happened while his vehicle was moving along 
at approximately five kilometers pa@ hour. I know that it was 
FREIMuLH because I know him by sight and because he was 4 member of 
my company. I did not see that a vehicle stopped in order to as« 
certain whether or not those civilians were dead, 


I have made a sketch which I have marked Exhibit "Be for 
Clarificstion of the above Statement and have made it a 


part hereof, 


The next Shooting I saw in La 


GLEIZE on December 18 1944 
around 5 o'clock in the evening, 


At this time only 4 SPWts were 





Rottenfuehrer Max FREIMUIH 
Grenadier Fritz GRUENEWALD 


Unterscharfuehrer RUHLAND 
srenadier Harold WEDEKIND 


Grenadier AGA: HE 
Sturumann BAEHR 
Grenadier PLIST Ex 
Grenadier RICHT Ea 


Rottenfuehrer ZABLOBCKY 
Grenadier Henrich BUG 
Grenadier SCHROID 

Grenadier ZIETZ 
Unterscharfuehrer Rudi REIHER 


I ¢ WLR 
Rottenfuehrer Theo RAUH 
Grenadier Otto WALT ax 
Grenadier Eckehardt SCHMID? 
Grenadier Hermann GROTH 
Grenadier Walter KRAUSE 
Grenadier Willi RACHEL 
Grenadier Fritz GUHBAVER 
Grenadier Fritz naU 


These are all the first and surnames of the crew as far as I can 
remember. As we entered LA GLEIZH there was a church on the left- 
hand side.of the road and in front of this church wes a wall and in 
front of the wall stood the 15 American prisoners of war. They 
were Standing there quietly in one row, their hands clasped behind 
their heads. I know that they were Americans for I had seen pictures 
of American soldiers in a magazine and furthermore, the older con- 
rades in our company told us. We stopped in front of this church on 
orders of Oberscharfuehrer HEIHiR, who at that time was taking 
Company Commander TOMHARDT''s place. We backed up about five meters, 
stopped and the first prisoner of war was about in line with the 
motor of our SPW about six meters to our left as one travels in the 
direction of CHENHUX., Phere was an officer standing on the righthand 
Side of the street in front of a garden wall. I believe it was 
Untersturmfushrer KINDERMANN, to whom REIHER went and held a con- 
versation, What they were telking about I could not understand, 

He returned after a few minutes and gave the order to the Group 
Leaders to bump off the prisoners of war. Our Group Leader, Unter- 
Scharfuehrer WILFIR, gave the crew of our vehicle the order to tire. 
The only man in our ciew who did not fire at this location was the 
driver, Theo RAUH. WILFER shot about 32 rounds into the prisoners 
with the M. Pie, Genadier KRAUSE with a rifle K-98, 5 rounds, 
Grenadier GIHBAUMR, ard I with the came weapon, also about five 
rounds, a5 well as RECHLL, Grenadier GROTH had an 08 pistol and 


@- 





ZABLOLCKY 


icle and 


they no longer moved, 
shooting, GEHBAUER eds “Are they dead? and Unter- 
Scharfuehrer WILFER answered approximatelys"It doe 10t make any 


lifference wi sr they are dead; they will die allric 


directly in front o: Unter- 
i right acros 


their heads, 
not. about 

fr isoners 

cle in 


om rifles, 
standing rect 


ir w ons 


PREIMULH, ix s f OL 


ehin istol, ow . Cc don't know. Inmediately 
tiring 


I have made two sketches which I have marked Exhibit "C# ana wpe 
for clarification of the above statement ani are made @ part hereof, 


About an hour and 4 hali later, around 6-7 o'clock in the evening 
of 18 December 1944, I saw shortly before CHE MX, four to five tanks 
which were s tanding on the rimt mand side of the road in front of a 
house. The house itself was st nding on the lefthand side of the ro 
Di y in rront of house 90d about 30 to 40 American prison 
of wa ped their hands beni their heads, some with, in 
without teel e About 20 meters pas hot 2 Small road 
forked off to the left. Our four bove mentioned SPV (FREIMUTH, 
RUHLAND, REIHRand WILFER) stopped dire in front of the house by 
the tanks on the rizhthand « of the rc a he prisoners 
Approximately 20 me r Piel t ri 
Side or this road fork, Imw 5 to 6 Germar office 
lark but Occasionally wh t lit a oi 
were Waring leath 8. Therefore, 
officers but I could not recognize them. Arter we had Stood there about 
10 minutes, REIHIR w t to those officers, talked with them for about 
15 minutes, returned to his SPW and ¢ lled his @roup leaders to him. 

He then talked with them Tor about 20 minutes ani then the group leaders 
returned to their vehicles. When our Group Leader WILFER returned, he 
Said, "These wisoners of war will have to be ag and 
the opaer to rire, RXIHAR's Sy W started 

and pistols, but also with the 20 mm, Aske Bune 


of 


ae ave us 
t only with rifles 





body, with the ex ion of e driver Theo + H, sho again. 
RAUH said to r y Shoot, shoot accurately,® this 
he meant I should t t peopl uffer and I should u 

t instantaneously. at the heart and shot down three. 
The other two rounds I fire two Americans who were lying on 
the ground writhing, so th ni 

and I am sure that they w i r I shot then. Grenadier 
REG sL, av the vo nnin ficed only three rounds, but I can re- 
member that he fired two more shots at two pris iho were 
Lying on the ground and were still turnin : afte e main shoot in, 
mad ended. 


mately 10 minutes we drove on and J am sure that 
~) for + did not ar anyone maning 
nor did 1 those sisoners still writiingor moving. 


fo the best of my knowledge, at all these shoot ings 
by me, I cannot recall any reason that would have given 
shoot these peopl The soldiers ~ tanding there 
did not give pression tha hey were trying toe 


On 20 De er 1944, while I was in the aid station in a 

en La GLatZe and STOUMONT, I heard the following story fr 
urenadier Heinrich BUG, who during the LIFEL Of. 
in ZAGLONOKY's SPW: "In the woods in the vicinity or the castle, 
approximately 20 meters from the cas » Unterscharfuehrer RUHLAVD 
bumped off 4 American prisoners of ware" HUG told me this ane 
ZABLOMCKY in turn had told him. Grenadier SUG himself did not 
witness the shooting. BUG was taken prisoney together with me but 
I have not seen him since 2) December 1944. IZ recall that on 19 
December 1944, about 8 or 9 ofclock in the morning, I recall having 
seen RUHLAND near a house belonging to the castle with 4 or 5 Amer- 
ican prisoners of war, I saw this as RWCHEL and I were carrying 
Grenadier Gerhard WEGENER of the llth Panz Gren. Komp. into the 
castle to the aid station, as he was wounded. I assume that these 
were the prisoners that were bumped off by RUHLAND. I can rewember 
another shooting which occurred near a road crossing before ENGELS- 
DORE. I can remember this road crossing xactly for there I «ot to 
Smoke the first American cigarettes. I also saw a house standing 
on the corner and next to this house in a Pasture stood approximetely 
25 American prisoners, Before we entered the curve to the left 
which leadstowardsENGELSDORF, we Stopped and that was just about 25 
meters befors the curve, We only Stopped tor a moment end on this 
occasion I saw an American soldier who was wounded on the thigh on 
the righthand side of the road lying in a ditch. Aprarently he vas 
in pain for he was moaning and groaning. Unterscharfuehrer WILFR 
then called Grenadier RUDOLF, a chief gunner in the 4th Platoon of 
the llth Pz. Gr. Komp. and told him, "Give him the mercy shot," 
We arove on and I did not witness the shootin 5» but I did hear when 
Grenadier RUDOLF reported to Unterscharfuehrer WILFER on 18 
December 1944 that he had carried out the order and that he had 
Shot the prisoner, 


tye witnesses to this shooting wsr 
RUDOLF SCHAEDLER and Sturmmann ETZWEILER 7 4 


the SPW with RUDOLF. For clarification 


Grenadier 
+ Who were both riding in 
of the above Statement, I 


have made three more 5 I have marked Exhibit om, oye, 


ketches, which 
and "UW, 


and which are a part hereof, 


“he 





This statement, consistin F i s 7 sketches 
was made by me voluntarily in my own | eae 
not influenced by any force, duress @ threats, neither was 
I made any promises whatsoever, I swear that the facts which 
I have set forth in this statement are the truth and I am pre- 
pared to repeat them under oath before any court of justice, 


FRITZ Rav 
12 March 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this l2th dey of March 1946 
at Schwabisch Hall, Ger. 


RAPHAL SHUMACKER 
Capt CMP 





TRANSLA? JON OF LEGEND ON EXHISIT "a" 
TO AFFIDAVIT OF 
FRITZ RAU 
Dated 12 March 1946 


eee ee 


BLANKENHEIM WOODS 


Tanks which were scattered in the woods 
Obersturmfuehrer THOMHARDI and the company 
Hill 

Rivulet with direction o1 flow 

Village 

Hill with single house 

Field shed 


Distance from street to shed approximately 
1,000-1 ,500 meters 


Road 


Trail through the woods 


Starting airection of the tanks 





TRANSLAV ION OF LEGEND ON EXHinIT “B* 
TO AFFIuAVIT OF 
FRITS RAU 


Dated 12 March 1946 


LA GLETZESTAVELOT 


House 
Garden with two civilians 
Distance from garden to the road - about 30 meters 


FREIMUTH's Panzer 


ZAoLODKY ts Panzer 


RAUH's Panzer 


Direction of march 





TRANSLATION OF LaGND ON EXHIBIT "0" 
TO AFFIDAVIT OF 
FRITZ RAU 


Dated 12 March 1946 


Church 
Wall with prisoners 


HUHLAND's Panzer 


h 
@ABLOCKY's Panzer 


RAUH's Panzer 
Untersturmruehrer KINDEWANN 
Garden wall with house 
FREIMUTH's Panzer 


Direction cf travel march 
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TRANSLATION Or LEGEND ON EXHIBIT "D* 
TO AFFIDAVIT OF 
FRITZ Rav 


Dated 12 March 1946 


eee @ 


LA GLETZS 


Church with prisoners 
FRLIMUIH's Panzer 


RUHLAND'S Panzer 


” 
ZABLOCKY's Panzer 


RAUH's Panzer 


Direction of march 





\ 
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TRANSLATION OF LUGEND ON EXHisIT "E* 
TU AFFIDAVIT OF 
FRITZ RAU 
Dated 12 March 1946 


“ee ee 


House with prisoners 
FREIMU!H's SPW 
RUHLAND's SPW 
ZABLOCKY's SPW 
RAUH's SPW 

Panzer officers 
Tanks 


Direction of march 





TRANSLATION Ox LEGHNY ON EXHIBIT *y* 
TO AFFLDAVIY OF 
FRITZ, RaU 
Dated 12 March 1946 


eee @ 


RUAD CHUSSING BEFORE ENGHLSDORF 


Wounded American soldier 
HUDOLF's SPW 

RAUH's SPW 

House 

Pasture with about 25 prisoners 
Tank 


Direction of march 
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TRANSLATION OF LEGEND ON EXHIBIT *G* 
TO AFFIDAVIT OF 
FRITS Rav 


Dated 12 March 1946 


LA GLETZE ~ STOUMONT 


Castle 
House with RUHLAND and the pvisoners 
Paths from the road leauing to the castle 


Farm 





AE 2 TAL)... utanntninannnn » Being first daly 


pe make the following statement under” ‘oat 
falar oY 404 


Toh A nachdem ich erst recht- 
mdfig eingeschworen wurde, mache die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same.CGERS TVRBMFU EHR EY 
MiLMed. LAMAARLT mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated..2£¢...MAR: LL b. 


Die obigen zwei gf peisarensien sind Photographien desselbigen her. tibucmlahper 
-—. von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genanat, 


detlert_22, (Carn 12. 
ey, 
Py hk. Lass 


First Name ( Vorname) Taat Name (Zaname) 


Ta 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


UME. Grew Co 2° UB Gren freq bp MH 


Orgahization daring Eifet Offensivi 
Einhelt wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn tg and subscribed bgfore tt this 
OO rns HOY nthe LAA, 1946, 


) a 
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Offlogr administering oe 
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Legal Form No. 8 == 


VALMEDY MILITARY GOVERNMENT COURT 
CASE RECORD. 


fros, Exs, Nos, 
76 thru 99-5 


Gataihe, 6-24, ? Prosecutor .L7 COL BURTON F ELLIS 


*Summary 
“Intermediate Military Court. 
*General 


Place DACHAU, GERMANY Interpreter 


Date Reporter 


Defence Counsel COL WILLIS M EVERETTE JR 


Members of Court: 


BRIG..GENER. AL. JOSTAN.T DLAPE COL RAYMOND. C. CONDER 
COL, PAUL H WETLAND COL A H ROSENFELD 
COL, JAMES G WATKINS 
COL. WILERED..H.. STEWARD 

Accused. VALENTIN. BERSIN,. ETAL 


Address Sex Age 


First Charge _ Second Charge _ | 


Pleas 
VALENTIN BERSIN, ET AL Not guilty 


Findings 


Previous Convictions 


Term 
Imprisonment 


Beginning 
Sentence 
Amount 


To be paid before 194 
or in case of default of Payment to serve a “further 


term of 
imprisonment. 


Charge Sheet and Record of Testimony are annexed hereto. 


- "(Signature of member of court.) oe 
REVIEW 
Action of Reviewing Authority . 


~~ (Signature of reviewing authority) 
*Strike out words not applicable. 
756 OMGE Printehop 
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TR ANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I George Miller assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Ariny, 


APO 683, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 
a trne and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of i 4 


HERBERT STOCK 


15 March 1946 at Schwitbisch Hall, Germany, 


taken on 


RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, Captain, CMP 


hefore 


consisting of 2... pages, into English. 
and one sketch 
I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


“1. German is my native tongue. 


2. I spent the first 20 years of my life in Germany and went 
to elementary and secondary school there. 


3. I came to the United States in 1928. 


4. I had 2 years of English in secondary school in Germany. 
My other knowledge of English has been derived from study by myself. 


5. I've been married for the past six years to a British 
subject and speak English continually at home. My wife does not 
Speak German. 


6. I have been in the U. 3S. Army for the past 2-1/2 years, 


having been discharged in Novenber 1945 and have been employed by 
the War Department as a German-English interpreter since January 1946. 


LG bb 


Sworn and subscribed to hefore.me this wt day of 
at Schwihisch Hell, Germany. 





HERBART S!Ock 


I, Herbert STOCK, being first duly sworn, make the 
following statement under oaths 


During the EIFEL Offensive in December 194) I was a 
Sturmmann in the 2nd Platoon of the llth Panzer Grenadier 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 2nd Panzer Urenadier Kegiment, 
LAH. My Company Commander was Obersturmfuehrer Heinz 
TQMHAHDT. I had been a member of this company since 
September 1944. My platoon leader was Hauptscharfuehrer 
HENDEL,. 


I have been shown a map of Centraliurope, 13:100,000 
G.S., G.S., 4416 Bonn, Sheet S. 1, I have been shown a map 
of BELGIUM and Northeast FRANCE, 1:100,000 G.S., G.S., Nos 
4436, Marche, Sheet 13. In this statement all references 
by coordinates to towns, crossroads, etces will be taken 
from these maps. 


On 14 December 1944 our company reached the MUsEL 
Woods. (Bonn, 22-08). These woods are near the tom of 
NETTEiSHEIM (Bonn 21,.6-11), 


On the night of 15 December 1444 at about 2530 hours, 
our Company Commander had the company assembled and informed 
us that we were going into the offensive. Among other things, 
he also told us that pursuant to an order he had received 
from above, we would fight recklessly and ruthlessly and that 
no prisoners of war would be taken. Around midnight of the 
Same night we left the MURHL forest and proceeded in the di- 
rection of BLANKENHEIM (Bonn 23-05). In the SPW with me were 
the following mens Unterscharfuehrer KANNIN, Unterscharfuehrer 
SIEGMUND, Surmmann KUMPF, Sturmmann BERTHOLD, Grenadier 
HAEHNEL, Grenadier SOWNEBOHN and Grenadier SCHUHMANN, 


Our route of march towards the front was through DAHLE 
(Bonn 150-9966), STADTKYLL (Bonn 1402-9543), KRONENBURG (Bonn 
1045-9742), HALLSCHLAG (Bonn 07,8-95.9), LOSHIM (Bonn 0303=96.6), 
HONSFELD (Bonn 96 .8=9542),, BUELLINGEN (Bonn 9502-02), SCHOPPEN 
(Bonn 89.3-00.2), ONDENVAL (Bonn 851-0061), THIXIMONT (Bonn 
8343-0002), LIGNEUVILLE (ENsELSDORF) (BONN 8005-9963), STAVELOT 
QWarche 7149-01.2), LA GLETZE (Marche 65.7~03), CHENHUX (Marche 
63+7-Ol4k) back to LA GLEI@E, thence to STOUMONT (Marche 62.9~ 
02.8) thence to LA GLEISZE a gain. In the LA GLEIZE-CHENEUK- 
STOUMONT sector we moved back and forth from town to town and I 
do not mean to say that the order in which we moved vetween these 


three villages was «xactly as given above, but it is substantially 
correct. 





he =W S 1 HONSF 
d arrived in I GEN und 0800. 
e depot in BUELLID 
roceeded in the direc 

¢ WaL and thence to THIRIMON. 
From THIRIMONT we travelled in a northwestwardly direction 
until we came out on a road leading from MALMEDY to WAIMES. 
Woen we reached this WAIMES road we turned to our left and 
travelled westwardly a few hundred meters until we came to a 
road intersection which I have located on the Bonn map above 
referred to at coordinates 81.5-02. From this intersection a 
road leads northwestwardly to MALMEZDY: a road leads northeast- 
wardly to WAIMES; another road, leads wuthwardly to LIGNEUVILLE 
(ENGELSDORF) and ST. Vivi. 


r making a left turn at is intersection to proceed 
direction at’ LIGUEVILLE ELSDORF) I observed this et 
¢ was a house located on our righthand side of the road after 
making a lefv turn; there was an American truck headed in the 
direction of MALMEDY parked on the road just north of the inter- 
tion; there was a column of about 20 American trucks on our 
righthand side of the road south of the intersection headed to- 
wards LIGNEUVILLE (GNsELSVORF.) I observed American soldiers 
Standing near their vehicles and sane marching towards the 
intersection with their hands upraised. I saw and heard no 
shooting at these prisoners while I was at the crossroads. We 
were there only avout five minutes, some time between 1209 hours 
ana 1400 hours 17 December 1544, 


From the crossroads we travelled Southwardly to LIGNEUVILLE 
(ENGELSDORF). While in LIGNEUVILLE (ZNGELSDORF) I was able to 
knock out an enemy tank from which we were receiving fire with 
my Panzerfaust. 


From ENGULSDORF we travelled in the direction of STAVELOL 
and spent the night of 17 December in a very smd 1 village jus 
before reaching STAVELOT. On the morning of 15 December 1944 we 
drove through SIAVELOT to La GLEIZZ. We arrived in LA GLEIZE 
around 1400 hours, Our march column from STAVELOT to LA GLEIZE, 
as far as I recall, was as follows: 1st Platoon of the llth 
Panzer Grenadier Company followed by a platoon of the 10th 
Panzer Grenadier Company, then several Panthers, some other 
SPW's trom the 10th Panzer urenadier Company, then the 2nd 
Platoon of the llth Panzer Urenadier Company, then elements of 
the 9th, 10th, llth and 12th Panzer Grenadier Company. I am 
mt sure about the march or der of the vehicles behind us, except that 
@ platoon of the l0th Panzer Urenadier Company was behind the 2nd 
Platoon of the llth Panzer Grenadier Company. 


We entered LA GLEIZE along the road leading from STAVELOT, 
which road is shown on a sketch I have drawn, which sketch is 
attached hereto as Axhibit "A*® and made a part hereof. At the 
first intersection we reached in the town of LA GLEIZE we turned 
to our left along a stveet which males a circle around the 
church. As one travels this street in the direction we were 
going, the church is on the right side of the street, 


There is 





also a wall on the righthand side of 
cemetery he side of the urch. 
and the wall ar more Clearly show o; 
hereto. I forgot to mention that in BUELLINGEN 
from my SPW to the SPW of the platoon leader. At tt 
Rottenfuehrer WITTWEX was leading the platoon. In this SPW 
was also Rottenfuehrer FREIMU!'H, Sturmmann LASEN, Sturmmann 
NEUBAUIR and I. After making this left turn at the inter- 
section above mentioned there are several houses on the 
righthand side of the street before one reaches the church. 
As we travelled down this street I observed 10 or 15 American 
prisoners of war standing unarmed in front of about the fifth 
house. Just as we were passing the house and the prisoners 

a very low rate of speed, Rottenfuehrer WITTWER said, 
"These prisoners are to be shot." WITTWiR immediately shot 
into the prisoners with his machine pistol. Then he shouted 
to the rest of us,"Shoot." The rest of us in the SPW were 
armed with carbines, so wham WiTTWER Shouted, "Shoots" all 
of us opened fire on this group of American prisoners, We 
were travelling about five kilometers an hour, I know these 
prisoners were Americans by the uniforms they wore. At the 
time we shot them, tney were unarmed and were standin z quietly 
in a group and obviously had been taken wisoner by elements 
of the column ahead of us. At the time we fired into then 
they were not attempting to escape ami did nothing to provoke 
the shooting. Some of the group of Americans Slumped to the 
ground, obviously hit, and as wo continued on, I noticed that 
there was more firing into this same group of prisoners from the 
machine gun on the SPW di ectly behind us. This SPW was from the 
10th Panzer urenadier Vompanye I know this because our SPW was 
the last vehicle in our platoon and I know that the march order 
from SYAVELOr To La GLUIZE was that a platoon of the lOth Company 
would follow directly behind our platoons When I fired into this 
group I took good aim at the :arehead of one American soldier 
and fired only one shot. He fell to the ground and I am confi- 
dent that my aim was good and that I killed him. The shooting 
I have just described took place at about 1400 hours 18 December 
1944. We did not stop in LA GLETSE et all but continued along 
the street past the cemetery and turned to our left to proceed 
in the directionof CHENEUK. We Spent the night of 18 December 
in CHMIMK and the next morning returned to Li GLEIZE and 
travelled on towards SIOUMON?. We Spent an hour in the woods 
before S:OUMONT and then travelled through the woods until we 
got to thereilroad station. We arrived et this railroad 
Station around noon 19 December 1944. In this vicinity I 
perticipated in an attack through the woods with the llth 
Yanwr vrenadier Company but was unable to get through as we 
were opposed by three American tanks and a numerically superior 
infantry force. Tham Hottenfuehrer WITTWER reported to Ober- 
sturmfuehrer PREUSS, who was then commanding not only his 10th 
Panzer Grenadier Company but our company aS well because our 
Company Commander, Obersturmfuehrer TOMHAHDT , had been wounded 
in STAVELOT on lo December. Oberstumnfuehrer HiEUSS had his Cp 
in a house next to the railroad station. When Rottenfuehrer 
WITTWER returned to us he reported that PREUSS had told him, 
“Now the llth Company is going to be "burned up’ (verheizt)", 
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our position 

station w 1 about 2100 

irew and i to CHENEUX. Wes 

VM ENEUA until a 4 1700 hours 21 r when we had to 
retreat to LA GLEIZE and we spent the night of 21 December 

in the town of LA GLET@E.) At about 1030 hours on the 
morning of 22 December I was in a house in LA GLET&i with 
Unterscharfuehrer SCHUMACHER and other men of our canpanye 

In the house next to us was Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS. At 
about this time a messenger ca e from Obersturmtuehrer 

PREUSS to Unterscharfuehrer SCHUMACHMR and told SCHUMACHER 

that he had toreport immediately to Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS. 
SCHUMACHER replied immediately, "Masche, Masche.* This ex- 
pression was a favorite one of Obersturmtuehrer PREUSS. By 

this expression PREUSS showed a light-hearted contempt and 
unconcern for the discomforts and sufferings of others. It 

waS a very common expression of Obersturmfuehrer Preuss and 

as used by him frequently and when any of usheard the ex- 
pression we immediately thousht of Obersturmfuehrer PRET ° 
Unterscharfuehrer SCHUMACHiX left and returned again in about 
ten minutes, saying, "There are 20 prisoners that have to be 
shot on orders - - masche, masche." It was obvious to all of 

us that the order could only have come from Obersturmfuehrer 
PREUSS. When Untersch rruehrer SCHUMACHER made this statement 
we were in the cellar of the house I have referred to. Some 

of those present in the cellar with me were Unterscharfuehrer 
WILFax, Grenadier WALT Ex, Sturmmann DIRANBENGER, Sturmmann 

KUMPF, Grenadier SONNMBORN, Grenadier HAHNEL, Sturmmann LASSEN, 
Sturmmann NEUBAULR, Surumann MAY and others whose names I do 
not recall, All of these men were fran the llth Panzer Grena- 
dier Companye Then Unterscharfuehrer SCHUMACHEX detailed five 
mn to shoot these prisoners, The five who were detailed were 
Sturmmann KUMPF armed with a carbine, Grenadier WALTER, armed 
with a machine pistol, Grenadier SONNEBOsN armed with a carbine, 
Grenadier HAEZHNEL armed with a carbine and myself, also armed 
with a carbine. We were taken in charge by an Unterscharfuehrer 
from the lOth Panzer Grenadier Company. I knew this Unterschar- 
fuehrer by sight but not by name and I also knew that he was from 
the lOth Panzer urenadier Company. The Unterschartuehrer led us down 
the street towards the church and we entered the churchyard and 
there we saw 20 American prisoners of war lined up in one rank 
along the inside of the walle They had their backs to the wall 
ani were iacing the church. Guarding them were men from the 10th 
Panzer Grenadier Company. When we arrived, the Unterscharfuehrer 
relieved the guard detail or the 10th Panzer Urenedier Company. 
It seemed customary that Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS, who was com- 
manding both the 10th and llth Panzer Grenadier Companies at 

that time, used the men of our llth Company for the "dirty work," 
There were about 20 Americans in this group. They wore American 
uniforms and were unarmed. My recollection is that they had 
their arms by their sides and not raised but it was obvious 

that they had surrendered and were prisoners of war. We took a 
position in front of these prisoners of war about ten meters away, 
the five of us lining up in one rank facing the Americans. The 
Unterscharfuehrer in charge of our detail stood on our left. 
After we were lined up in this position the Unterschurfuehrer told 
us that these prisoners were to be, shot and he gave us the order, 
"Open fire$* As I have said, the Unterscharfuehrer was on our 
extreme left. Next to him stood Grenadier. WALTEX, then Grenadier 
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KN, then Gren er HAEHNEL, then I, Sturmmann STOCK end 
right, Sturmmann KUMPF. At the camand, I fired two 
well-aimed shots, one each at the 1oreheads of the two 4 rican 

prisoners standing directly in front of me, As 
of them slumped to gound. The erscharfuehrer and 
y whom 6 armed with machine pistols 
of American pri ‘ ith hine pi 
I hit the two n that I shot at in 
+ allowed to approach the victi and 
left when th ~scharfuehrer told us to ""*scram', end return 
to the house from which you come!" The Unterscharfuehrer re- 
e scene. 


the house 
rfuehrer 
Bid and re=- 
turned 2 hour la ithout any food, Then Unterschar- 
fuehrer SCHUMACHER ordered me to report to Rottenfuehrer WITTWER, 
who was up in the woods. I went to the woods and there reported 
to Rottenfuehrer WITTWER that I was to be in his groupe Around 
1500 hours that same day 22 December 194, lttenfuchrer WITTWR 
called me, Saying, "STOCK, come with me." I left with 
Hottenfuehrer WITTWIR and a few minutes later we met another 
German soldier, whose name or organization I do not know. With 
him were two unarmed American prisoners of war. The German 
soldier approached Rottenfuehrer WHITW. 8 “Rottenfuelr er, 
where shall I take thee prisoners?* tenfuehrer WITTWER told 
him "Beat it" and we took harge of the two prisoners. At 
this time I was armed with my carbine and Hottenfuehrer WITTWiR 
had his machine pistol. We marched these two prisoners up the 
street 70 to 80 meters and then to our right approximately 50 
meters to a bomb crater located in a pasture. xXottenfuehrer 
WITIWER placed me near the bomb crater ami had the two prisoners 
Stand on the edge of the bomb crater, with their backs to the 
crater. I stood facing the two American prisoners about ten 
meters away. WITTWER was about 10 meters to my right rear, making 
him bout 20 meters from the 2 American prisoners. The WITTWER 
said, "S!OCK, you are going to shoot these two prisoners or I 
am going to shoot you." Thereupon I shot the two prisoners with 
ny carbine. The first one fell dead immediately but not the 
second ones Then I shot the second one again through the heart. 
This happened avout 1500 hours 22 December ly. WITTWR re- 
ceived wounds that same afternoon from shrapnel and died before 
the litter bearers reached him. 


On that sams afternoon, around 1700 hours, I witnessed the 
shooting of 6 to 8 prisoners of war with pistols, one shot after 
another, by drivers of the 10th and llth Panzer urenadier Company. 
I recognized 4 of these men, Rttenfuehrer FREIMUTH, Rottenfuenr er 
Theo DUISCHKE, Unterscharfuehrer SIMMUND and Hottenfuehrer Theo 
RAUS. The other two drivers were from the 10th Company and I do 
not know their names, This shooting took place in the area where 
the SPW's of the 10th and llth Companies were parked and the 
drivers usually stayed close together and near their vehicles, I 
recognized three of the men as drivers of the llth Company and I 
therefore assumed that the others were drivers from the LOth 
Companye Also present was the Motor Sergeant of the llth Company, 
Unterscharfuehrer SIGMUND. The other men in the group that fired 
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I spent the night of 22 December in my position in the 
woods, around 0700 hours 2 ec r I happened to pass the 
foxhole oi Unterschurfuehrer KLIPP ot the llth Panzer Grenadier 
Company and heard him give an order to shoot 10 American 
prisoners of war. I saw these prisoners of war standinsa bout 
20 meters away from KLIPP's foxhole, They were being guarded 
but I do not rememb oy whom. I also heard Unterscharfuehrer 
KLIPP say that th prisoners were to be shot behind a house 
to which he pointed. Latex, around noon, I saw the bodies of 
10 American soldiers lying on the sround behind the house to 
which .KLIPP had pointed. I do not know who shot these 10 men 
but I know that UnterscharfuehrerKLIPP had no men from any other 
company in his group and the men suarding the prisoners and 

ound him at his foxhole at the time he gave the arder re only 
men from his group of the llth Panzer urenadier Company. These 
10 Amevican soldiers that I saw lying on the ground behind the 
house were dead. 


After seeing these 10 dead soldiers, I entered this same 
house vehini which they were lying and in the house I saw two 
dead civilians, each of m was Still sitting on a 
ot these civilians were men about 60 years ot age. Later, 


Unterscharfuehrer KLIPP boasted that he had let sameone shoot 
them. 


We left LA GLEIZE on foot on the night of 23-24 December 
1944, going in the direction af WANNi. 


In further «planation of my drawing which is marked Exhibit 
the following information is given: 


Numeral 1 ana the line of arrows marks our route of march 
through LA GLETZE on 18 December 1944 


No. 2 ‘the house in front of which we shot about 10 to iy 
American prisoners of war around 1400 18 December 
1944 


The house where SUHUMACH:H received the order to 


report to #n£USS and from which the detail Left to 


shoot the 2U American prisoners along the cemetery 
wall. 


Obersturmfuehrer PxEusS' OP 
The church 


The lineup of the 20 Amevican prisoners shot avound 1100 
hours 22 December lLy4h 


The lineup of the Unte:scharfuehrer from the lOth 


Company and the detail from the lith Company which 
Shot these 20 prisoners 





prisoner 
No. 9 = The route along wh WITTWER end I marched 
these two Americans before the: re shot 


No. 10=- The bomb crater where I shot the two Ar 
prisoners of war, 


Noe 1ll- Place where I witnessed the shooting of 6 to 8 

2 prisoners by Hottenfuchrer FREIMUTH, 

Rottenfuehrer DUTSCHKE, Rttenfuehrer RAU and 
Unterscharfuehrer SIGMUND, 


No, 12 = The foxhole of Unterscharfuehrer KLIPF 


No. 15 - The house behind which the 10 American prisoners 
were shot on orders of Unterscharfuehrer KLIPP 
and the house in which I saw the 2 dead civilians. 


I make this statememt voluntarily ami of my own free wille 
I have not been subjected to force, threats a duress of any 
kind. No promises of reward or immunity from prosecution have 


been nade tom, 


I swear before God that the facts in this affidavit are 


true and I am prepared to repeat them under oath in any court 
of justice. 


(signed) Herbert STOOK 
15 March 1946 


Sworn to and suvscribed before 
me this 15th day of March 1946 
at Schwaebisch Hall, Ger, 


(signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt MP 





TRANSLATION OF LEGEND TO SKETCH MARKED EXHIBIT "A" of HERBERT STCOK 


drawn March 13th 1946, 


7. * #* © © *© #8 


LEGEND 


1, Arrows which show our route through LA GLEIZE on 18 December 19h. 


2eThe house in front of which we shot about 10-15 American prisoners of 
war, at about 1400 hours on 18 December 19jbe 


3eThe house in which SCHUMACHER received the order to report to PREUSS 
and from where the group left to shoot the 20 American prisoners of war 
who stood along the cemetery wall. 


4.Oberstuf, FREUSS's C,P, 


5eThe church 


6eThe line of the 20 American prisoners of war,shot at about 1100 hours on 
22 December 194h. 


7eThe lineup of the Unterscharfuehrer from the 10th Company and the group 
from the 11 Company, who shot the 20 prisoners, 


8,Spot where Rottf WITIWER and I met the German soldier with the two 
American prisoners of war 


9eThe road which WITIWER, I, and the two Americana took before they were 
shot. 


10.The bomb crater whereI shot the 2 American priscners of war. 


11,The spot where 1 witnessed the shooting of 68 prisoners of war by 
Rottf, FREIMTH 
Rottf, DUTSCHKE 
J RAU 
Uscha SIEGMUND 


12. Fox hole of Unterscharfuehrer KLIPP 


13 The house behind which 10 American prisoners of war on orders of 
Uscha KLIPP were shot, and in which I Saw the two dead civilians, 
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ALE PSEET isc DL LQ Gasl Soe _ » being first daly 
sworn, make the Line Sata under ‘oath: 


th. HERBERT - CA ocvvmcsenensmnrnnr Machdem ich erst recht- 
mipig eingeschworen warde, mucie die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same. OBER STYVRMFUEHRER 
£RE.V.SS........mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated,46...MA. LH hea 
Die ob'ven -wei Photograph’en sind Photographien desselbigenDhaesturmpPahrer 


PRE USs. von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 
datiert_AS,. Marz. ADG4Yo 


VMAvke 


rst Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname) 


Sturmmann 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


1" Pry “ERB Sen. SHAN 
Organization daring Eifel Offensive 


Einhelt wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
an 





74 


QB. siecuuno 


OSWALD 


LBB ERL or LOG be ctsecnssserssice 4 tte first tay 


sworn, the followi aiement ender oath: 
Toh... Herbert ee secant .» Machhdem ict erst redit- 
mdpig eingeschworen wurde, madte die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The cbove two photographs are photographs of the same Unterscharfuchror 
Slegmusd mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated... 7G-~ MABCA.....79¢%6 


Die obiven <wei Piotograph’en sind Photographien desselbigen Unter Sch@r fuhkas 
eae ned von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 


datiert. AS Md pe AMWE, 
Goaclgucd Ll b__ 
‘Fist Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname) 


—heurm ann 
Rank (Dienstgrad) 


7 J a AM. 
Organization durii Eifel Offensive 


Einheit waihrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn "ede! Subscribed before 


03... day of. 


Ag administering i 


eee 14/1) cee 


Arm or Service 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I assigned to War Grimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Paul ZWIGART 


11 February 1946 at Schwibisch Hall, Germany 


taken on 


WILLIAM R. PERL, lst Lt., M.-I. 


before 


* i 20 Eee, 
consisting of pages, into English, 
and 2 sketches 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-E sh interpretér by reason of the following qualifications: 


th 
| Saree 


Sworn and subseribed to before me this 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 


SF 





I entered the SS in November 1939 voluntarily and received 
my SS schooling in the concentration camp DACHAU. From D ‘AU I was 
ordered for about 10 days to the concentration camp BUCHENWALD. In 
BUCHENWALD the prisoners had to build barracks and a garage. From the 
concentration camp BUCHENWALD I again returned to the concentration 
camp DACHAU. I have not killed or mistreated prisoners either in 
BUCHENWALD or DACHAU, I was at that time under the command of the 
TOTENKOPFVERBANDE , 2nd TOTENKOPF Regiment, 16th Company, 


From the concentration camp DACHAU I was transferred in the 
middle of March 1940 to the L.SS.A.H. to which I belong up to this time. 
Since June 1941, I belonged without interruption to the same battalion, 
This battalion is now called the 3rd. Since approximately the beginning 
of 1943, it was called the 3rd battalion. This battalion commanded by 
Hauptsturmfuehrer Josef DIEFENTHAL was a part of the 2nd Panzer Grenadier 
Regt, L.SS.A.H. 


I will truthfully write down what I know about the shooting 
of civilians or prisoners of war, In RUSSIA generally, we did not take 
any prisoners at all, Mbst of the prisoners had been surrounded at the 
beginning of the war against RUSSIA, When the fighting became heavier 
and the German advance slowed down, prisoners of war were only taken in 
special instances. 


On various occasions we burned down whole villages with our 
blow- torches. Especially I remember two cases; one in the spring of 1943 
when we expressly received the order near KHARKOV to set a village afire 
and "bump off" all inhabitants "including women and children". When I 
say "we" I mean the third battalion which at that time was led by Haupt- 
sturmfuehrer PEIFER, As far as I know he originated the order personally, 
Our battalion was, at that time, cut off from the main unit, and operated 
on its own,somtimes here and sometimes there. I myself did not see Haupt- 
sturmfuehrer FRIPER, who was with us at that time, shooting at civilians. 
However, it was generally known in the unit that he actively participated 
in t his action. 


I saw in this village which was of medium size (approximate- 
ly 600-800 inhabitants) how our battalion set the houses afire with the 
blowtorch, I was tank driver and om that occasion I did not leave my tank, 
I st ood with my SPW at the entrance of the village and watched the infantry- 
men of our battalion running around with blowtorches and saw at least one 
who set a house afire. The Infantrymen of our battalion ran around in 
betw een the burning houses with machine guns and rifles shooting into the 
houses » 


Another case which I recall exactly during which an entire 
village was ‘wiped out', took place in the summer of 1943 during the feint 
attack on KURSK in the BELGOROD sector, At that time the Infantrymen of 
our battalion received the order "Blowtorches ready |". Ie myself,heard 
when the commander of the 9th company Hauptsturmfuehrer GUHL issued this 
order, and know that the same order was given to all companies of the 
battalion, I don't know any more whether on this occasion it was emphasized 
whether women and children as well had to be "bumped off"; however, in 
accordance with previous practice, it was apparent what was meant. I saw 
clearly in this case when women with children among them, came running out 
of the burning houses and how they were mowed down by our men. The names 
of those who were shooting I don't know any longer, but the whole battalion 
participated, I, myself, however, did not shoot but sat at the controls 
of my tank, watching, 





On no occasion did I notice any resistance on the part of the 
population, nor did I see any resistance from anybody, and also never did 
I see from any house in which we fired, that the fire was returned, 


This village was e bit larger than the me described before,While 
wiping out the first village, it was announced that an inhabitant of the 
village had shot into a truck with several German wounded, In the second 
described case, no reasons were given. 


After wiping out of the second village described here, our 
battalion was "rewarded" with the nam "Blowtorch Battalion", and from 
thereon our tactical symbol was the Blowtorch and remains so up to to-day. 


In NORMANDY I have only once heard the order not to take prisoners, 
On 7 August 1944, I was the driver of Cbersturmfuehrer Hans SCHMIDT, If 
I am not greatly mistaken, that mrning Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL's 
ear-Crum was punctured and Obersturmfuehrer SCHMIDT took his place, At 
that time « it was close to THILLI, near CAEN = when I passed food to 
Obersturmfuehrer SCHMIDT, he told me "Presumably we face nigger troops - 
if this is true, naturally no prisoners of war will be taken, We will 
"give it" to those half-monkeys !", It is possible that instead of "“half- 
monkeys" he used another similar word, but that is what was meant. In the 
EIFEL offensive I only know of one single shooting and I admit to have 
shot an American prisoner of war on the 18th December 194 close to 
4 ofclock in the afternoon. However, although I did not have an order 
to shoot this prisoner, I was not, and am not aware of any wrong-doing, I 
acted with the understanding of Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL, and Ober- 
sturmbannfuehrer FEIHER, in whose presence I made the preparation for the 
shooting, and therefore shot the prisoner with their knowledge, 


We traveled on the road between two villages the names of which 
I don't recall any more. The village we came from was the one in which we 
had just previously sustained a heavy air attack, The village in the 
direction in which we drove was the one in which the bridge was blown up 
and to which we had to return later using the same road. 


I was the driver of DIEFENTHAL's SPW. As well as myself, on this 
SPW rode Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL and the Commander Obersturmbannfuehrer 
FSIFER, Also traveled on this SPW Unterscharfuehrer Paul FACKELMEYER as 
well as Rottenfuehrer Hans ASSENMACHER. The SPW was like all SiW‘s = open 
and the heads of the occupants extended above the sides, in such a way that 
even if one is sitting, one can see out, In case of firing, one mst ‘duck' 
in order to be covered, 


I, myself, have prepared a sketch which gives the exact position of 
everyone in the SMV, and I attach this sketch to my statement, On this is 
meant: 


Noele My driver's seat 

Noe2. Rottenfuehrer ASSENVACHER(Asst driver and radio operator) 
No.3. Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL -sitting on the bench, 
Noeh, Obersturmfuehrer HEIPER -sitting on the other bench. 
No»5. Unterscharfuehrer FACKELMEYER. 

No.6. Baggage 

No.7. Radio Equipment. 


As far as I remember, close to o'clock in the afternoon, about 
1 Kilometer from the village in which we had the heavy air attack, I saw 
a Panther (P5) standing on the left side of the road, 





2° METERS JO METERS 

Foss ibly, Siubbomevers , or it may have been, jatuhiwmetess , possibly 
even a greater distance behind this Panther (P5), on the righthand side 
of the road stood some SA's from our battalion. I drove past the SPW's 
and stopped about astride the Panther, on the right side of the road as 
Iwas ordered to do by Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL who was sitting behind 
m, DIEFENTHAL shouted to the commander of the Panther asking what had 
happened and told him to proceed. I do not recall the answer of the 
Panther Commander any more, but I know, however, that afterwards Haupts turm- 
fuehrer DIEFENTHAL took the map into his hand and Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFEN- 
THAL as well as Obersturmfuehrer PRIFER looked at this map, 


While they were doing so, the Ad jutant's SPW approached from the 
rear and came to a halt in between us, approximtely half a length ahead 
of us, Approximately at the same time, I believe it was just as the 
Adjutant's Panzer had arrived, an American Jeep whose driver apparently 
did n ot know that we were there, came driving towards us at a great speed, 
One of the vehicles beside us opened fire with the machine gun; it was 
either the Adjutant's tank or the Panther, I don't know any longer which 
of the two vehicles started to shoot; however, ours did not shoot. 


The driver of the jeep was apparently hit and drove into the front 
of the Adjutant's tank, After that the occupantsof all vehicles watched 
with curiosity. 


Someone, I believe it was Unterscharfuehrer RINEK from the Ad jutant's 
tank, possibly also one or two others - none of them from our tank, dis- 
mounted and stood around the jeep without anything happening. Tuereupon 
Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL gave me the order,"ZWIGART, remove the Jeep - 
we don't have any time", While still in the SAV I noticed two Americans in 
the Jeep who appeared to be either wounded or dead. 1 went to the Jeep 
where Unterscharfuehrer RINEK - I remember with certainty that it was him 
called my attention to the fact that one of the Americans still lived and 
just pretended to be dead. I believe that this wes the driver of the jeep 
but I was by no means sure, However, ohne was dead and one pretended to be 
dead. I shouted to the living one that be should get up, getting hold of 
him at the same time in order to show him what Iwanted, After this the 
American dismounted from the jeep and as far as I could see he was not 
wounded. 


I have to say now that at that time I wae very mad at the Americans 
for obvious reasons, because just before, we sustained a heavy air attack, 


For that reason, and because I knew that my superior Hauptsturm- 
fuehrer DIEFENTHAL, and Commander Obersturmbannfuehrer HEIFER, who was 
also present, at least wouldn't mind if I shot the prisoner, I decided to 
shoot hime 


I was asked at the interrogation how I knew that DIEFENTHAL and 
FRIFER would agree, and I saidat this oral interrogation that I 'knew" them, 
I have been long enough in the Waffen SS to know that even if no specific 
order is issued to shoot a certain prisoner of war, the officers at least 
don't mind it. Also I knew Obersturmbannfuehrer as a radical SS man, It 
was known in the regiment that he, before he came to us, was HIMMLER's 
Sd jutant and HIMVLER's right«hand man, also, a lengthy explanation as to 
whether I was doing right by presuming the agreement of these two high 
ranking officers is therefore unnecessary because the circumstances them- 
selves make this agreement apparent, 
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. I indicated with my hand to the American that he should go to ny 
Siw, I walked half a step behind him, Since the moment we discovered that 
he was alive, he held his hands over his head until the moment he died, 


That he was an American I recognized by his American uniform. He 
was wearing American 0.D, trousers, American combat boots, and on his sleeves 
he had, as far as I can remember, one or two stripes just like an American 

Private First Clasa or Corporal wears, As far as I can remember, while 
dismounting he did not have his steel helmet on any longer.Also, his weapon 
mst have remained in the vehicle because I a m sure that I did not see a 
weapon on him. 


I stepped with the prisoner to my SPW and as far as I can remem 
ber at the side where DIEFENIHAL and FACKELMEYER sat, I said to FACKELNEYER 
“Hand me the M.Pi - I shoot this man", Thereafter FACKELMZYER passed the 
MePie At that time comrades in some of the vehicles and some standing 
at the the sides, shouted loudly and encouragingly "Go ahead -bump him off", 
also similar things. 


I said during my oral interrogation that it was just like the 
"LEIPZIG FAIR", and I was asked to explain what I meant by that. This I 
will do. From all sides I was watched with curiosity; the noise of the 
encouraging shouting, and in between Obersturmbannfuehrer HEIPER hollering 
to Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL repeatedly "Quick - let's go - we don't have 
any time." 


I don't want to implicate my officers unjustly and therefore state 
under oath that this "Quick,Quick" did not refer to the fact that the 
prisoner had to be shot absolutely quickly, The "Quick" much rather referred 
to the fact that I would have to clear the thing up myself one way or the 
other, On the other hand, even if I did not receive an order to shoot, the 
two officers in my SPV knew exactly that I was gcing to shoot the prisoners 
as they did not say anything againat it, and I had to assume that I acted 
correctly, Oberstjirmbannfuchrer FRIHER and Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL 
watched everything and I saw both of them looking out of the vehicle, Further- 
more they saw me come with the prisoner to the SRI asking for the M.Pi ani 
receiving it, What that means would have been clear to an SS officer, even 
if the crowd had not shouted at the same time "Bump him off", 


I amrather tall and I can look into the SPW while standing out- 
side; when I asked for the M,Pi I saw PEIPER on the opposite bench,sitting 
on the blankets which I had spread out for him, When I asked for the M,Pi 
he glanced at me quickly and impatiently and then looked at his map,There 
exists no doubt that DIEFENTHAL as well as PEIPER knew what I was going to 
do, but both were disinterested about it. After I received the machine 
pistol, I led the prisoner to the edge of the road immediately behind which 
the woods commenced; during this time, my comrades called "Bump him off", 
Before the edge of the woods, when the prisoner had walked about 3 steps 
in front of me, I drew my gun and aimed at his head and I fired a burst of 
about 10-15 shotsinto his head,whereupon the American immediately fell dead, 


I took another short look at the body, to assure myself that the 


prisoner was really dead. He was already dead, He had a huge hole in his 
head and the blood flowed in streams. Apparently all my shots were hite, 


eke 





As I shot at the American, the American went at a regular walking pace as 

I had told him to dos I admit that in the prison camp at ZUFFENHAUSEN I 

had requested RINEK, that in case anybody should find out about the killing, 

he should claim that the American was shot while trying to escape, I also 
admit that the American did not make any attempt to escapes 


RINEK then removed the watch from the body and immediately after 
the shooting, he joyously shouted "Now I have at least a watch", 


Immediately after the killing, I returned to my SH, The American 
hadbeen shot about 10 mters fram my SHi, 


As Ireturned, DIBFENTHAL asked me what was inside the Jeep, I 
replied "Mines" and thereupon he hollered at me that I should once and for 
all get the jeep out of the way . He did not say anything shout the shootings 
At this time there was no battle noise and no other shots were fired except 
mine, 


I couldn't get the jeep out of the way because of broken wheels, 
whereupon DIBFENTHAL ordered me to come back to the SPW and we pushed the 
jeep out of the way withow Panzers, 


I regret that I shot the prisoner, 


The scene of the shooting I have also shown on the sketch which I 
have prepared, This sketch I have numbered II. On that No. 1 means Panther, 
Nos2 Adjutant's SPY, 3 our SPH, 4. Jeep, 5. SPW, 6. House, 7. place of shoot- 
ing. 


I have made this statement voluntarily, uninfluenced by threate, 
force, or promises and have written it down with my own hand, 


I believe in God and I am aware of the importance of an Math. 


I swear that this statement is the whole and pure truth, and 
contains nothing but the truth, 


I will repeat this statement at any time before any court. 


(signed) Paul ZWIGART 
Witness: SS, Uscha. 
(signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 1l February 1946. 
Capt CMP 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 11th 
day of February 1946, at SCHWABISCH HALL, 
Germany. 


WILLIAM R PERL 
1st Lt. MeIe 0=555149 
Investigator~ Examiner.War Crimes Branch.(SFET, 





TRANSLATION OF LEGENDON SKETCH OF 
Paul ZWIGART 
Dated 11 February 1946 
se ee @& 


SM of Hstf. DIEFEVTHAL on 18 December 1944 at the time 
When I shot the American prisoner of war. 


l. My driver's seat. 


Rttf. sASSENMACHER (asst. Driver & Radio Operator) 


Hstf. DIAVWVTHAL 
Obstbf. PEIPIR 
Uscha, FACKELMEIER 
Baggage 


Radio Eyuipment 





EXTRACT OF LEGEND FROM STATRMENT OF 
Paul ZWIGART 


Dated 11 February 1946 


eee eee 
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The scene of the shooting I have also shown on the Sketch 
which I have prepared. This sketch I have numbered It. 


1 = Panther 
Adjutant's SPw 
Our SPW 
Jeep 
SPW 


House 


Place of Shooting. 
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toh Pec l.. —Lecig art. sais estan » nachdem ich erst recht- 
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The cbove two photographs are photographs of the same_© BERSTUAMBANWNFVEHRER 
PALE Boccoun..mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated /1.. F.& 8.474 be. 


Die obigen zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigenQhersturmpbann?, dhrer 


Perper 4 von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 
datiert..A1 Februar 1946 


First Name (Vorname) Last Mor (Zaname) 


ti-Unterscharfdhrer 
Rank (Dienstgrad) 


ded. Ba ATi Lal con Ke | L.AAAN. 


Organization daring ioe Offelsive 


Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn to,and subscribed, b. fore e this 


day of... She sees 1946, 


edn lpatdhale? <r Ow ah (o is) 


Osfieed adm(ntstering oash \ AERe 


Arm or Service 





- LAS. 1), 0, cae » being first daly 
sworn, make followirg statement under oath 
Teh Paul... WO al ee os nachdem ich erst recht- 
mapig eing woren wurde, madte die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photogrophs of the same AAVesTURME LEA IER 
TOSCF DIKFENTHAL..mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. 24. FEB. ALA. 


Die obiven i Photograpkien sind Photographien desselbigen Hauptiturmptdhrer 
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TRANSLATOR’S AFFIDAVIT 


L Pau. HETPZiR 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, de qand state that the attached English translation is 


4 true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Josef DIEFENTHAL 
taken on 27 March 1946 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


hefore WILLIAM R. PERL, lst Lt., M. I. 


consisting of, 16 pages, into English, 


and 2 sketches 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 
2. My native tongue is “ermen. 
2. X have spoken inglish for seven years. 


3- i studied inglish for four years at sehool in yIumu, 
Austria. 


4e X lived in mgland from 4939"L9404 


5e K lived in the United States fran 1940 until I left the 
United States with the american Army in May 19)),. 


6. Sinee the ith ot February 1946, I served os interpreter 
with the War Crimes Branch in Wiesbaden, Yermanys 


Rate ion 


Paul Reitzer 


aa 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 3 day of 
at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 


Crimes Branch/ USFET 
- 
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"A wave panic and frigh > precede our tre 
not know any longer in which words the ovder was given «to br 


eneny resistance through terror = only that th was the sense, 


2- In the course of the following Gay, therefore, on the )5th 

er 1944, I hele a coz pany commenders' meeting at my own command 
post. The hour at which I aeld this neeting is no Longer in ay Ory. 
Wy commend post, the cammand post of the 3rd Arrored Battalion, 2nd 
Yanzer Grenacier Regiment, L.SS.A.H. was at that tire located in a 
Small. gardener's house south of the MINBI woods about 2 km north of 
STETTERSHEIM, Other than myself participated at this Session: For the 

the SS Untersturnfuehrer Max LELIE, for the 10th Company 

Georg ti Obersturmfuehrer, SS Obersturmfuehrer Heinz 
TOMIARDT for the llth Company, Joachim THIELE then ss Hauptscherfuehbrer 
for the 12th Co: pany Y, also my Ad jutent Marl Heinz FLACKE, and the 
Communica t 13 Officer of the Battalion, SS Untersturmfuehrer )FEAUER, 
I am also pretty certein, that SS Unters turmfuehrer KINDERMANN was 
Present at this meeting, Before 1 went into the tactical details of 
the offensive ahead, I passed on to my officers the order in r gerd 
to the general conduct, which I myself received from the Panzer Fegi- 
went, I told them that on account of the decisive importance of the 
offensive ahead, it must be fo ught recklessly and that a weve of 
fright and terror must precede our troops and that the sistance 
of the enemy is to be broken by terror, In this fir: part of ny 
address I also said something about prisoners of war; however, I 
do not know any longer exactly what I said, Anyhow I brought the 
prisoners of war in connection with the regimental order received about 
the wave of fright ana terror which should precede us, However, I am 
absolutely certain not to have said that it was not permitted to take 
prisoners, or that the prisoners that would be taken hud to be shot 
Thereupon I gave whe general enemy situation and the particular 
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To ion c fuck r PREUSS, 
of Obersturmfuehrer TOMHANDT, r *) Untersturmfuehrer FLACKE, 
position of Unters turnfuehrer SICKE, 15 position of Hauptscharf- 
uehrei THIPIE 6 sition of ters turmfuehre 
3s On the l&éth De 1944, about 1400 hour: 
by Jabos (atteck bombers, Trans,Note.) in and 
Seme dey I drove in 
than myself vere; t ver SS Un charfuehrer 
ZWIGART ~ uehrer; he redic rator «Rott 
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one of the venicles in 


and ordered the driver Faul ZWIGA 

Panzer Gr 

us at great epecd, 

hot at the Jeep, Tt then drove a ist a ro which bordere 

the road on the left side, as seen from my direction of travel, with 

@ crash. In t Jeep were two American soldiers or officers who 

pretended to be dead,but in reality lived, However, I can no longer 

remember, how I knew that they pretended to be dead, yet in reality 

Still lived. At this place I gave uy driver Paul ZWIGGART the order to 

get the Jeep out of the way, because the Jeep blocked the road, I gave 

him no order to the effect what he should do with the prisoners, I 

did not attach any importance to the question of what he should do 

with the Americans but was only interested that the road should be 

cleared and for this reason, I camiot remember any longer to-day whet 

happened to the prisoners, I know that I was impatient and wanted to 
oceed as quickly as possible. 1: is probable that I called to 

GWIGGART "Quicker, \uicker," However, I cannot remember it any 

longers [For a better understanding of point 3.) of this statement, I 

prepared a etch of the locality as well as I can remember it, which 

I have marked "B*, and by it is meants 


1. The Jeep with the Americans 20 A Panther, 3. An Sh of the 
llth Company, he S?W, 5.Adjutant's SPW, €.The Rosd was 
at the left side, 7. A house, 


From this plece it was still about 2 kilometers tu the bridge 
which, however was blown up as we scon found out. As we could not 
get further, we therefore again had to return on the same road, 


4,)When I put SS Obersturmfuehrer Georg PREUSS in for the award of 
the Ritterkreuz (Knight's Cross: Trans Note) and when I stated as one 
of the reesons therefor, that he himself shot an American Flyer, I 
did not know that the American flyer wes already a prisoner of war, On 
the 18th December 1944 about 1400 hours at the village entrance at 
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got 
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¢ 3 whom he 21f hed shot 

PREUSS) jumped the flyer une ectedly or the fl 

not doubt the accuracy of this, SS Obers turmfuehrer' 
S's statement and therefore when J put him in for the award of 
the Ritterkreuz between Christmas 19h) and New Year 4k/45 I gave the 
Shooting of this flyer as the re from which 
Pf SS Obersturmfue a: > wes apparent 


the bravery 


I made this statement voluntarily and out of uy own will, 
uninfiuenced by curess, threats, or harsh treatment, and uninfluenced 
by promises, 


I 8 before God th Statements in this deposition 
are true and mh prepared at them under oath before any court, 


27e III. 1946 
(signed) Josef DIEFENTHAL 
SS Sturmbannfuehrer 


witnessed 
RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt, CME 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
twenty-seventh March 1946 at Schwebdisch- 
Hall, Germany, 


WILLIAM R PERL 
lst Lt, © 04555149 
Inves tigator-Examiner Wer Crimes BranchsISFET, 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


1 GEORGE MILLER assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


4 true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Rolf RITZER 
13 March 1946 


taken on at Schwiibiseh Hall. Germany, 


hefore RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 


consisting of .......... pages, into English. 
and 2 sketches 


I, the deponent, further state that E speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


ls German is my native tongue, 


2 I apent the first twenty years of my life in Germany and went 
to elementary and secondary school there, 


3» I came to the United States in 1928. 


4. I had two years of English in secondary school in Germany «My 
other knowledge of English has been Gerived from study by myself, 


5 I've been married for the Past six years to a British Subject 
and speak English continually at home, My wife does not Speal GERMAN. 


6. I have been in the United States Army for the past 2.1/2 years, 


having been discharged in November 1945 and have been employed by the 
War Department as a German-English interpreter since January 1946, 


: 4, Ys 


SP ¢h 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this day of 


A 
fore 
ial GEORGE HER 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 





I, Rolf RITZER, Stur 


e follo é Statement ur 


imake th 
During the EIVEL offensivein December 1944, I was a 
member of the 3 Platoon, 2 Panzer Company, 1 Fenzer Regiment, L.SS.A.H. 
ly platoon leader was Untersturmfuehrer KOCH; my company commander was 
Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST, On 15 December 1944, in the efternoon 
between 4 and 5 o'clock, Obers turmfushrer CHRIST assembled the whole 
company in the woods near BLA) to make a speech about the 
coming 2 r To the best of my recolloction, Obersturmfuehrer 
CHRI ai followings 


al fate of Germany, Millions of wonen 
been killed by the American Air Force 

terror attacks, y we have an opportunity to avenge 
ourselves for se murders, We have to terrorize the 
Americans in this bettle in order to wins To attain 
that, we will not take prisoners of war, You are SS 
men and you know what to do with the prisoners of war 
you take without me telling you." 


After the speech of Obersturmfuehr IST, Sturmmann 


MICHOLACZEK of Hauptscherfuehbrer } PI 8 tenk said to Obersturm 
fuehrer CHRIST, that his shoes were torn. Upon which Obersturmfuehrer 
CHRIST replied: 


"Tomorrow you get yourself a pair of shoes from American 
prisoners of war", 


I knew from the manner and words of Qbersturmfuehrer CHRIST's 
speech that as far ac the officers were concerned, I could shoot every 
prisoner of war, not only without fear of being punished, but would be 
rewarded for my actions. 


On 19 December 194) in the morning between 7 and 8 o'clock 
a@ group of tanks of my coupany, including my own, entered STOUMONT 
where we were forced to stop at once by American anti-tank fire, It 
was in this plece that a group of 15 to 20 American prisoners of war 
were shot by our tanks, I have prepared a sketch marked Exhibit "A" 
attached hereto, which shows the position of the American prisoners of 
war and the position of our tanks.The tank of Rottenfuehrer PRAHM, 
indicated as Noel. on my sketch, was knocked out right on the corner 
by an American anti-tank gun. The American prisoners of war indicated as 
Noe9 on wy sketch,stood unarmed, but I don't recall if they had their 
hands over their heads. Unterscharfuehrer BRAUSCHFE, Commander of my 
tank (Noe2.) at once gave the order to shoot at the prisone*s of war-- 
"Americar prisoners of war standing there at the corner", I looked 
out and didn't see anything. Schuetze ANGHYER at the turret M,C, 
didn't see anything either and Acttenfushrer SZYPERSKI, the driver 
of our tank tried to maneuver the ranzer around so we could see 
better. Then I sew suddenly a group of American prisoners of war guarded 
by German sentries, standing at the corner, and I fired 3to 4 bursta 
with my M,G, and I noticed ANGEKSH fire 2 to 3 bursts at the group of 
Anerican prisoners of war. While I shot, I noticed the German sentries 
who guarded the American prisoners of war run to the opposite side 
of the street and part of the group of the American prisoners of war 
who stood near the corner slumped to the ground and it looked to me 
that they were fatally wounded. The rest of the group of prisoners 
threw themselves to the ground, as it appeared to me to protect them 





' 
«G. Unterscha RASCHE ga 
back up, whereupon sped the firing. 
backed up 10 m ma, Ie fro position, as indi 
Sketch Heuptscharfuehrer KNAPPICH's tank (3) 
R's tank (4) shoot with both 


n 


2 cf the Americans 
opinion that they were deud 


the manner they 


We wa the STOUMONT, standing 
in front of a house or left side of street, I noticed a 
eroup of 15 to 20 prison of war guarded by 3 to 4 German paratroopers. 
I knew that no one of our tank group shot at these prisoners of war, 

but later on in the evening of the same day my tank had been 
knocked out, I 3h foo F eciss spot 

there dead, abc 

murdered these 


We proceeded and came to & place, about 2 kilometers westward 
of STOUMONT which was the furthest point in the offensive. At this 
Place we also shot American C war and I have prepared a 
sketch marked "B" attached } eto hd 3 8s the position of our 
tanks and that of the prison of war, T were about 15 American 
prisoners at the spot I 22 On ny sketch, Several of them had their 
hands above the head and none of them had weapon It was about two 
o'clock in the afternoon when we arrived at this spot, Unterscharfuehrer 
BRAUSCHIE gave the gunner ANCERER rder to shoot at the American 
prisoners of war with the turret M.G. but ANCGERER couldn't shoot because 
he had loading trouble, Thereupon, Unterscharfuehrer BRAUSCHKS turned 
to me and repeated the order to me to shoot at the prisoners of war, 
I adjusted my sight and as soon as I had the M.G. aimed at the 
Americans , I shot 4 bursts with my M.G. into tne group of prisoners 
of war and my M.G. jammed. As I shot, I noticed the tracer streaks 
from the tauk behind me also go into the group of prisoners of war, 
This wes Untersturmfuehrer KAUFWANN's tank (Nos2), Later on this evening 
I spoke to Sturmmann ODOY, radio-operator in KAUFIANN's tank and he 
told me that he, like I, shot into the group of prisoners of war with 
his MG. I recall how these prisoners of war foll down when they were 
hit. They slumped to the ground end lay quietly and I am swe that they 
were either all dead or badly wounded, At that tim Unters turmfuehrer 
KAUFMANN's tank (Noe2.) was hit and American artillery was dropping 
around We tried to move our tank away from there an in doing so 
we got stuck in the ditch. Our crew left the tank and started to mve 
back on foot and as we passed Untersturmfuehrer KOCH's tank (lNo.3.) I 
noticed his turret MG. still shooting in the direction of the prisoners 
et which I had shot, 


When we were in the pocket in LA GLEIZE at a date, I believe 
to be the 2lst December 19),, I sat on the stairs which led to the 
cellar in the house which was Battalion Commander, Sturmbennfuehrer 
FOBTISCHKE's C.F. It was about 9 o'clock in the worning and I heard 
Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST give the order to German sentries who guarded 
American prisoners of war outside, to lead the American prisoners of 
wer to a pasture and 'bump them off' there, I had entered the house 
Several minutes before and saw standing with three German sontries, 
20 to3O American prisoners of war, First I heard Obers turafuehrer 
CHRIST ask the sentries what they were doing with the prisoners, and 





And then Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST said: 
" Don't make mich fuss, men, lead them to the next pes ture 
and bump them off." 


I actually did not see CHRIST give the order, but I recog: 
his voice and I know his voice well ause I heard him talk daily 
for over a month. And, furthermore, either shortly before or shortly 
after ho had given this order, I saw him come to the cellar. I recall 
also that the other men who were ¢ itting together with n ecognized 
the voice of CHRIST because some of them remerked tha 
the loose aguin' , Of the comrades who were ut that 
m at the C.F, re 11 with certainty that only the following were 

é LER, Sturmmann Werner ZA » Sturmmann 

» Sturmmenn SC. ER, Rottenfuehrer WALLMEIER, Sturmmann NIPPE BIER, 
Schuetze ANGEHER, I don't know whether these prisoners of war were 
actually shot as CHRIST had ordered, but I know that the guards, obey- 
ing the order, marched off with the prisoners of war, 


When I and my comrades spoke about CHRIS! in the battelion C.P, 
Sturmmann NESTIER the messanger of the 2 Company at the Battalion 
said to us + 


"CHRIST acts the same way in our Company C.P, Just this 
morning CHRIST gave an order in the Company C.P. to shoot 
American prisoners of war, end he even threatened some of 
our men with execution on account of cowardice," 


NESTLER showed us an American watch which he had taken from en 
American prisoner of war, whom CHRIST had shot. 


I make this stetement consisting of 9 pages and two sketches 
marked "A" and "B" voluntarily and out of my own free will, uninfluenced 
by force, threats, or coercion or promises of any kind, 


(signed) Rolf RITZER 
13 March 1946, 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
13th day of March 1946, at SCHWABISCH HALL, 
Ger, 


RAHIAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt. CMP, 





Dated 13 March 1946 
* . 7 


SKETCH OF TH TRANCE TO STOUMONT WHERE AMERICAN RIS ONEFS 
WERE SHOT. 


Rttf. PRAHM - Panzer 
Uscha. BRAUSCHK! - Panzer 
Hpt. Scharf. KNAT 


O.Scharf, ROPBTER - Panzer 


Ustuf. KOCH - Panzer, 


Usche. HERZOG - Panzer 

Auerican Anti-Aircreft vehicles, 
merican Anti-Tank gun. 
American prisoners of wer. 


Church 


EXHIBIT "B" 


SKETCH OF THE PLACE WHERE AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR WERE SHOT SOM 
KILOMETERS TO THE WEST OF STOUMONT, 


Uscha. BRAUSCHI® - Panzer 
Ustuf., KAUFVANN - Panzer 
Ustuf., KOCH - Panzer 
Uscha, HERZOG - Panzer 
Uscha. FRIEDRICH - Fanzer 


American prisoners of war, 
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sworn, ea the fo owing statement under oath 


CLR TEXT Soot ey CREE EMR DT Sa ar re te 


nals eingeschworen wurde, madte die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs cre Photogrophs of the same__Stursmany 


Michakacaéh.....mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated../3..MAaach. c2tha 


Die obigen zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen..... Sharon... 
/ lec2z@k.... - von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 


3 AGe2 1940. 
id Golf Bas 
First Nate (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname) 


Hturmmann 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 
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Organization daring Eifel Offensive 
Einheit wihrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
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TRANSLATION OF LEGEND ON RXHIBIT *4* 
TO STATEMENT OF 
Rolf RITZER 
Dated 13 March 1946 
° . o * 


SKRICH OF THE ENTRANCE TO STOUMONT WHERE AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR 
WERE SHOT. 


Retf. PRAM - Panzer 

Uscba. BRAUSCHKE - Panzer 

Hpt. Scharf. KNAPPICH - Panzer 
0,Scharf, ROMBTER - Panzer 
Ustuf, KOCH - Panzer 

Uscha. HERZOG - Panzer 

American Anti-Aircraft vehicles, 
Amricen Anti-Tank gun. 
American prisoners of war. 


Church 


BXHIBIT "BY 


SKEICH OF THE PLACE WHERE AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR WRRR SHOT SOM 
KILOMETERS TO THE WEST OF STOUMONT, 


i. Uscha. BRAUSCHKE ~ Panzer 


2, Ustuf. XAUFMANN - Pahzer 


3. Ustuf. KOCH - Panzer 
4. Uscha. HERZOG - Panzer 
5. Useha. FRIBDRICH ~ Panzer 


6. Amrican prisoners of war. 
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wr ne . Legal Form No. 8 


MILITARY GOVERNMENT COURT prs. sxe. Nos, 
CASE RECORD. 100 thru: 1675 


Case No. 6n2d, " Prosecutor... U7 COL BURTON F ELLIS 


sineepebiane MiliGny eur, Defence Counsel COL WILLIS. M. EVERETTE.JR 


*General 

Place DACHAU, GERMANY 
Date 194 Reporter 
Members of Court; 


Interpreter 


BRIG. GENERAL, JOSIAN T DALBEY COL RAYMOND C CONDER 
COL..PAUL...H. WETLAND. COL AH ROSENFELD. LAW..MEMBER) 
COL, JALES G WATKINS 
QOL WILFRED H STEWARD 

Accused VALENTIN BERSIN, ET AL 


Address Sex Age 


First Charge | Second Charge | 


Pleas 


VALE\ TIN BERSIN, ET AL Not guilty 


Findings 


Previous Convictions 


Term 
Imprisonment 


Beginning 
Sentence 
Amount 


To be paid before : , 194 
or in case of default of payment to serve a “further 


term of 
imprisonment. 


Charge Sheet and Record of Testimony are annexed hereto. 


© (Signature of member of court) 
REVIEW 


Action of Reviewing Authority .. 


*Strike out words not applicable. 
756 OMGB Printshop 
/ 
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TRANSLATOR’S AFFIDAVIT 


I PAUL REITZER assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
Arnold MIKOLASCH EX 
taken on 3...Apr il..1946 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


hefore RAPHASL.SEUMACKER,..Capt.,. CMP 


consisting of 7. pages, into English. 
and 2 sketches 
1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


My native tongue is German. 
I have spoken English for seven years. 


I studied English for four years at school in Vienna, 


4. I lived in England from 1939 to 1940. 


Ss. I lived in the United States from 1940 until I left the 
United States with the American Army in May 1944. 


6. Since the 4th of February 1946, I served as interpreter 
with the War Crimes Branch in Wiesbaden, Germany. 
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(signed) arnold MIKOLASCHEK 
Behe 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this, 5rd gay of April 1946 at 
Schwabisch Hall, Ger. 


(signed) Raphael Shumacker 
Capt Chip 
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CEBU 


TRANSLATION OF LuGiND ON EXHIBIT "4" 
40 AFFivaVIl OF 
Arnold MIKOLASCHEK 


Dated 3 April 1946 


Sketch marked "A" prepared by Arnold MIKOLASUH cK on 3 April 1946 
Showing location of shooting 12 to 15 American prisoners of war. 


1. Rttf. BRAHM's tank 
2. Church 
Uscha, BRAUSUHKs®s tank 
12 to 15 American Wisoners of war who were snot 
Hptschf, KNArPIK's Panzer 
Oscha. ROPHTun's tank 


7+ Uscha, HeRZ0G's tank 


ee . 


TRANSLATION vs LeGkND ON EXHIBIT "B* 
TO AFFIDAVIT OF 
Arnold MIKOLASGHEK 


Dated 3 April 1946 


1. Hptschf. KNAPPiK's tank 
2. Usem. DREGHSLEX 


3+ Position of 15 americans 
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TRANSLATOR’S AFFIDAVIT 


I ee ae eee assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 683, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached Englich translation is 


4 true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Heinz HOFMANN 
15 March 1946 


taken on at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, Captain, CMP 


before 


consisting of 2 


m pages, into English, 
and 1 skéteh ‘ 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 
German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 
le (hrmon is my nutive tones 


2. I spent t firet twenty yoers of my life in sormany end went to 
elementary ami secon: lary school there. 


Z cure to t United States in 1928, 


&e I had two yours of nglish in secondary sehool in Germany. oy 
other knowledge of Englis ea been derived from study by myscif. 


Se I"ve been mmrried for th past six years to « British Subject and 
Speak <ngligh continusily at horas. My wife dows aot speak Gis wits 


6. J have veon in the United Staten eray for the past 2-12 years, 
having been discharged in November L945 and have been employed by the sar 
Vepartmemt of o Gurmun-snglisi interpreter since January 1946. 


hello 


A 


Sworn aud subscribed to before me this 24 day of 


at Schwiihisch Hall, Germany. 
) a= 
Fo ies 
JA 7 ae, KL izascse elles 
far Crimes Branch, USFET 
Eagk 
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I, Heinz HOFMANN, Fottenfuehrer, having been duly sworn, 
make the following statement: 


During the EIFEL offensive in December 1944, I was a 
member or the 2nd platoon, 2nd Company, lst Panzer negiment, 
LSSAH, I was assigned to the tank o1 Hauptscharfuehrer 
KNPPICH, as gunner. Hauptscharfueh:er KNAPPICH was also my 
platoon leader. My Company Commander was Obersturmfuehrer 
FRIEDRICH CHRIS. 


On 19 December 194} av about 8 o’clock in the morning, 
our company entered S'OUMONT. I have prepared a sketch which 
I attach hereto, which shows the precise location of the tanks, 
which I now recall with certainty. When we entered STOUMONT, 
Rottenfuehrer P:AHM's tank (2) was knocked out at the corner as 
shown on my sketch. Hauptecharfuehrer KNAPPICH's tank (3) took 
the position as shown on my sketch. As soon as we had taken 
position Hauptscharfuehrer KNAPPIW gave me the order to turn 
the turret to the right and to shoot with the machine gun at 
American trenches. After I had fired several bursts, KNAPPICH 
gave me the order to turn the turret to the left and gave the 
order, "HEINZ, MG. ready - fire at the group of men stanuing 
in front." I looked in the direction he pointed am I awa 
group o: 15 to 20 Americans who stood at this spot indicated 
on my sketch as No, 1. These Americans were guarded by sane 
paratroopers; as iar as I could see they had no weaspons, I 
knew they wave American prisoners because they wore American 
uniforms. I assumed that Hauptscharruehrer KNAPPICH knew that 
these were prisoners of war because as I saw them with verman 
guards and without weapons it was at once clear to me that these 
soldiers were American prisoners ot war. I iollowed Haupt- 
scharfuehrer KNArPIUH's order anu shot 2 to 3 bursts into the 
American prisoners of war. I saw the ones I hit slump to the 
ground, and I am sure that they wre either badly wounded or dead, 
although I don't know the aact nume: I hit. At the time I shot 
at the Ame:ican prisoners of war, 4 heard the radio operator MG 
firing, although I can't state with certainty that he shot at 
the prisoners because it was impossivle ior me at that moment to 
see the direction in which he shot. At that time Sturumann 
MIHOLA: CHEK, sat in the radio operator's M.G. position. I heard 
M.G. fase irom the other tanks of my cumpany at the same time as 
I shov, but it was impossible for me to see which one or the tanks 
shot because they stood either behind o. on the side of our tank. 


I shot the Amevicau prisoners of war as I just described -- 
only on orders oi Hauptscharfuehrer KNAPPIGH, my tank commander 
ana plavoon leader, and it I hadn't receivea such an order from my 
tank commander I wouldn't have shot. 


I make this statement consisting o: two pages and one sketoh 
volunvarily and out of my own free wills > 


No threats, force, or promises of reward or immunity from 
prosecution have been made to me. 


(signed) Heinz HO¥MANN 
15 March 1946 


Supscribed and sworn to before me 
this l5th day o: March 1946 at 
SCHWRBISCH HALL, Gix. 
/s/ “sAFHAKL SHUMACK&R 

Capt CMP 





TRANSLAV ION OF LEGEND ON SKETCH 
ATTACHED TO AFFIDAVIT OF 
Heinz HOFMANN 
Dated 15 March 1946 
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Village entrance of SIOUMONI - Place where 


American prisoners of war were shot. 
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TRANSLATOR’S AFFIDAVIT 


I Joseph Kirschbaum assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, ax an interpreter, having been duly sworn, dey dl state that the attached English translation is 


4 true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Erwin SZYPeRSKI 
taken on 8 March 1946 at Schwitbisch Hall, Germany, 
hetbie RAPHAEL. SHUMACKER, Captain, COMP 


consisting of 8... pages, into English, 
and 3 sketches 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


1. My native tongue is German. 


2. <I learned English through study of the language for two 
years in High School, one year in college, and eight months of 
evening classes, all in VIENNA, Austria. 


3- I have spoken English continuously since September 1939 
when I came to the United States. In September of 1941 I joined 
the United States Army. 


4. From February until the latter part of april 1943, I 
attended the iPW course at Camp Ritehie, Maryland, conducted by 
the Military Intelligence Training Center. 


5. From June 1944 until September 1945, I served continuously 
ae an IPW interrogator, in which capacity I was constantly required 
to translate German into English and vice versa. 


6. Since January 1946 I have been assigned to the War Orimes 
Branch, U.S.#.H,1. as a civilian German-inglish interpreter. 


Pix Kirschbaum 
Sworti-aid stihecribied (o;bE lore: ino: tht mn Gn day of apunt LPF 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 





latoon, which 


and in this pla yas Griver of Usct 


n of this er e Uscha BRAUSC TE Commar 
i Assistant 


e gunner, Sturm, NESTLEI 
Sturm. & TZER, radio-operator. 


Qi the 15th December 1944, or ne ay before the 
offensive our company was sembled bety 4 and 5 o'clock in the 
afternoon for a talk given by Ostuf.CRY any columander of 
company, This talk took place in ‘ood near a village which name 
don't know, Ostuf CRIST spoke to : 


en,l just returned no “{ the battalion CP and ve 


to give j Tomorroy arts the big of fensive,which 
going to determine the final f of Germanye will fight 
the old SS spirit and show no mercy to the enemy. You are 
troops and what you do with prisone of war you capture 
none of my business, " 


this speech, which Gstuf ¢ T delivered,I understood 
bump off' the prison of war who would 
Punishment from my super - officers. 


the 19 December 1944, between 7 and 6 in the morning ny 
tank together with four or five other tanks of my company entered 
STOUMONT. I have prepared etch uarked " attached hereto, which 
shows what took place here, and from now om I will refer in regard 
to this incident to the numbers which are indicated on this 2 tciie 


As we approached the curve Rottf HRAHM's tank indicated 
on my sketch as Noel had been knocked out by American A.T.fire, 
My tank (2) stopped immediately. At the same time Inoticed 20 to% 
American prisoners of war (/,) standing on the lefteland side of the 
road guarded by 3 to 4 German sentries. I knew that these prisoners 
were Americans because they wore the American uniform. These Americans 
were standing in a group with their hands in the air and as far as 
I could see they had no weapons. Uscha.BRAUSCHIE gave the order to 
“bump off" these prisoners. Iheard SturmsRITZER with the radio-operator's 
machine gun, Schuetze ANGERER with the turret machine gun traversing 
their machine guns at the group of prisoners and each of them fired 
three to four bursts into the prisoner group. I saw the prisoners of 
war getting hit by the MG fire and all with the exception of 5 to 7 
prisoners slumped to the ground, These 5 to 7 prisoners ren in the 
éirection LA GLEIZ® and I do not know what happened to them, Nobody 
of our tank crew left the tarkin order to determine whether they were 
dead but in the manner in which they slumped to the ground and were 
lying,I assumed that they were dead. None of them yelled or thrashed 
around. The tanks of our company behind us were also firing at this 
time, but I could not determine whether they shot into the prisoner 
@roupe Although I can't say with certainty the order of the tanks 
behind me at this time, I knew they were the tanks of Ustuf.KO 
Ustuf KAUFMANN, HauptschasMNAPPICH, Oscha ROSTER, and Uscha OG. 
mnediately after the shooting of the prisoners of war, our tank backed 
into the pesition number 3 indicated on my sketch, We remained in this 
position for about 15 minutes and then we continued by making a detour 


~~ 


lex Moa 





on my sketch 

fire here with enemy 

halted. ther 

on the place bi L indicated in my 

guarded by three German sentries and stood 

eir and they had no weapons. Nobody shot at the prisoners whi 

was there and as our tank continued, they stood unharmed, 

with tr > three other tanks of 

any in the afternoon between 2 3 o'cloc 


reached a point 
ilometers west of STUMONT as ¢ n on my sketch "C" attached 


will m now indicated on this 


describe the incide v ok place re. the 
@ group of 10 to 15 American prison of war witt 
German yuards. I could tell by their uniforms that the 
prisoners were Americans and th stood with their arms in the air 
and had no weapons, Uscha BRAUSCHKE gave the order to "bump off" the 
prisoners of ware 
Sturm RITZER loaded his machine gun a tur loaded 
the turret machi gun for 4NGERER, At the s time picked the 
up whieh was lying left from me, and I stoed up thro the driver 
opening, the door of which was open. Uscha BRAUSCHIE gave the order 
"Commence fire", RITZER and ANGERER fired several bursts with their 
M.G. into the prisoners and I fired t short bursts with the 
As I now recall I fired simltaneously with the mechine guns, 
not aim at any particular prisoner but I aimed at the group and pulled 
the trigger. I saw tr being hit and 2y slumped to the ground 
and were lying in various position. The prisoners were lying quiewi, 
and nebody yelled or thrashed around on the ground and as they appeared 
to me, they were all dead. Nobody climbed out of the tank to check 
the Americans because at this time Ustuf KAUFMANN's tank which wes 
directly behind us received a hit and was burning. I do not know 
whether Ustuf UFWANN's tank (2) or Ustuf KOCH (3) also shot at the 
prisoner groupes 


watle 


I dia 


When Ustuf KAUF) 's tank was knocked out I attempted to turn 

my tank and to get out of there in a hurry and, in doing so,I got 
stuck in the ditch, Our crew abandoned the tank and started to walk 
back on foot in the direction of STUMDNT, in order to report to Haupt 
sturmfuehrer PORTSCHKE, our battalion commander, that we had left our 
tank. Only Uscha BRAUSCHKE and I reported to Hauptsturmfuehrer 
PORTSCHKE, because the others had gone off by themselves, As Uscha 
BRAUSCHKE revealed to Hauptsturmfuehrer FORTSCHi® the situation, Haupt- 
sturmfuehrer FORTSCHKE got very angry, pulled his pistol out and yelled 
to Uscha BRAUSCHKE that"if you dm't get the tank out of the ditch 

I'll shoot you " . BRAUSCHKE and I turned around in order to the back 
to the tank. As we got near to the place where our tank was stuck, 
Inoticed a group of 10 American prisoners of war (5) who were being 
marched by a German sentry in the direction of STUMONT, This was at 

a clearing bordering the main road where our tank was stuck, These 
prisoners wore the American uniform, marched with their arms over their 
heads, ond had no weapons, When BRAUGSC and I reached the point "X" 
indicated on my sketch "C", the MeG.(6) operated by the paratroopers 
opened fire at the prisoners, I was carrying the li.Pi and Uscha. 





shots 

of Amsricans nobody could 
the prisoners which I had dead because 
they did not move. This > around 6 ock on 19 


Dec~ 
ember 1944 and although it was already dark we could see everything 
clearly because Ustuf KAUFMANN 's tank was close by. It had bee 
knocked out previ usly and was still burning brightly. 


On the night of 23 to 24th December 1944, on the day > had 
broken out of t pocket in LA GLHIZE I heard Hauptscharf .XNAPPICH 
Saying to Uscha RECH of our company and veral NCO's « 
on the last day in LA GI iZE, American prisone of 
Statement and from the fact the n that in LA 
tank stood as security guard between two houses, in one of which 
a big group of American prisoners of war were kept in the cella 
I concluded that KNAPPICH's tank shot these prisoners of war. 

I make this sta t consisting Pages and three sketches 
marked "A" "5" and "C" voluntarily and of my own free will without 
coercion, threats or promises of reward, 


Rottf SZYFERSKI, Erwin 
8 barch 194 


Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 8th day of March 1946 at S chwabisch Hall, 
Ger, 


RAPHAEL SHUMACIER 
Capt. ChP, 








re a large grour 


5. Americen prisoners of war 
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Spot where C SRAUSCHI® and I stood when I shot 
with the M.Fi the American prisoners of war Group, 
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sworn, mare the following sta nt under oath; 
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The above two photographs are photographs of the same St mn. Rik, 2Er 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


|, eseph Kirschbaya assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States 4 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Erich WERNER 


taken on 4 ApraL 1946 at Schwibisch Hall, Germany, 


Raphael Shumacker, Capte, CMP 


before 
consisting of pages, into English, 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 
le My mative tongue is German. 
2. I learned imglish through study of the language for 2 hears in High 
School, one year in college, and eight months of evening classes, ail 
in VieNNa. 


I have spoken inglish continuously since September 1939, when I came to 
the United States. Im “sptember of 1941 I joined the United States army. 


Fro. February until the latter part of April 1943, 2 attended the Iiw 
Course at Camp Ritvhie, Maryland, condusted by the Military Intelligence 
Training Center. 

From June 1944 until September 1945, 1 served continuously as an IW 
interrogator, in which capacity I was constantiy required to translate 
German into English, and vice versa. 


Since January 1946, I have been assigned to the War Urimes Branch, 
U.S.F.u.1. a8 a civilian German-iinglish interpreter. 


urea. 


Swarntatdivabietihed te before twe-thineaeee-ae day of roth 
at Schwihiech Hall, Germany. 
fag Crimes dO 


Cah or7P 
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Member oi 

nt LosaH. I t I 
v KiarsIUH as ander was Ober- 


sturmf. CHRIST, and latoon leader Hau 


tachf. Kiwi PICH. 


evenin 
TM 


fa ed 
bled in 
eginnin 


sech to th 


silled many 
for reveng 
ar will be 


no MIVKOLASCHiK m my tank crew 
I he could pair of shoes, 


omorrow 


Obersvurnmf, CiiISi! also warned us to be ¢ 

shoot in the villages where w 
buildings as here would be our soldiers in American uniforms who 
*e with the SKUMZENY ‘oupe We were told that SAOHGZENY's men 
helmsts and wave them as a si gn of recogni- 


"2" scratched on 


tion. 


On the morning of 19 December 1944, at about 7 ofclock our 
tank togeth c . tanks of our co any entered Ji0UMONT. 
At this plac can prisoners of war : I have 
drawn & sketch L and attached i t owing the lo- 
cation of our tanks and th Troup wisoners of ware 
Rottf, PHAHM's tank was knocked on place indicated by 
numb 1 on my sketc My tank was located at the place marked 
humber 3 on my sketch and the wroup of Anerican prisoners of war 


is indicated by numb 2. 


The prisoners who numbered about 14 to 15 stood without 
Weapons and with their hands clasped behind their heads. Two 
or three German Infantry soldiers stood guard nearby. I know 
that these were American prisoners of war because they wore the 
auericen uniform, 


“#8 Soon as we had reached the place marked with number 54: 5 
heard an order over the radio from our company commander CHn Is? 
that our Tank should bump off th american .risoners who had been 
taken by Infantry troops fron the hous marked number 7 on my 





un ¢ 
in h ° , iver and did n 
bu wavtcnead > can 
hit and slumped tc round. Th y c ions an 
was clear to me that the were all h e usly wounded or 
dead. Hight after this Oberscharf. I tank went across 
the field on to the road, followed by Unt« charf, BRAUSUH 
tank, and followed after. We travelled along the mai 
and reached a point in the center of tr 

which I } e shown on c attached hereto, At point 
munber 5 on my sketch, I saw a group of about 30 to 35 American 

i 3 war nding sideways. They w standing in si 

é travelled towards tt as 10wn on 


iz 


which was ay he column of 
un tracer bullets @ into that 
risoners who were still ahead of me. 


It was clear to me from my past ‘lence in battle that fr 


the sound of the shooting and the amount of tracer bullets I saw, 


that the firing w coming fram two machine guns. From the noise 


and the tre a8 absolutely positive that the fire directed at 
these pr: came from two machine guns and not 

OnGe is was obvious from the fact that the tracers showed two 
different but simultaneous trajectorics. 


I am also positive that this machine gun fire came from two 
machine guns mounted on the same vehicle. The trajectories as 
shown by the tracers were practically parallel and not more than 
30 cm. apat, and travelled at approximately the same height above 
the ground. For these reasons I concluded that the fire had to 
come from one vehicle, 


I could not see who was firing so I yelled to Hauptscharfuehrer 
KNAPPICH, "Who is firing?" Hauptscharf. KNAPPICH yelled down to me, 
"It is the company commander's tank." That is how I first mew that 
Obersturmf. CHRISI*s tank was directly behind us. 


The Americans that I eaw shot, as I have just described, con~ 
sisted of about half the group of 30 to 35 prisoners and none of them 
escaped.e I could not see that half of the file of isoners that 
my tank had already passed. I saw them slump to the ground and as- 
sumed such positions that I mew they were dead, I have seen many 
Soldiers shot in battle during the war and I can pretty well tell 
when a man is either badly wounded or dead. 


What happened to the first part of this group of prisoners 
I do not know but I assume that the machine guns that fired at the 
part d the group that I saw also shot the prisoners in the first 
part of the line us the group was not separated, but all stood in one 
long line. 


About an hour later (we had only travelled about 1 or 12 km.) 
our tank column stopped on a very narrow road. During that period of 
ene hour we had been travelling an this narrow road. This road was 
So narrow that tanks could neither pass nor overtake other tanks, 
When we stopped I then saw that Obersturmfuehrer CHRISI"s tank was 
the one travelling directly behind us. 





it hereto showin 1 
whe: nerican pria were shot and where our 
guard. At the time just mentioned I saw Hauptschaf, PETUN 
of the lst Company came up to the tank and cell Hau; 1 
KNAPPICH out. Th spoke together for a few moments : 
KMAFPICH came back to the tank and ordered 
myself to come along with our weapons. When w 
Scharf, KNAPPIUH he said to us, "We have to bump off pri C 
We all went down to the house where the prismers were kept in 
the cellar. I have indicated this house by number 4 on my 
Sketch mark "GO", Our group consisted of Hauptscharf,. KNAP PICH 
chine pistol, Unterscharf, TRECHSLIR of the lst 
lso had a machine stol, Sturm. LUM of Unter- 
Scharf, TRIUHELIR's crew, Rttf. HOPSMANN, and myself. With the 
ption of TRUCHSLER and KNW PICH, we all had Belgian pistols, 
we reached the house where the American prisoners were 
sept, Hauptscharf, KNAPPICH said to Rttf. HOFFMANN and m, "*@ 
in and bring them out and take them to a garden nearby." We went 
down to the cellar d I yelled and motioned to the prisoners to 
Came out. Then HGFMANN and I took them to th lace merked 
number 5 on my sketch and lined them up in two rows facing us. 
+he group consisted of about 10 to 12 prisoners. We lined up 
about 10 meters in front of the prisoners in the positions in- 
dicated on my sketch. I was on the extreme left and Rttf,. 
HOFFMANN was next to me and Hauptscharf, KNAPPICH was next to 
him, then came Rttf. LUM and Unterscharf, THECHSLER was on the 
extreme right. Hauptscharf, KNAPPICH then said to all of us, 
"As soon as I start firing with the machine pistol < every man 
shoote" Inmediately after that Heuptscharf. KNAPPICH fired his 
machine pistol into the prisoners and I teok aim with my pistol 
at the prisoner standing second from the left facing me in the 
front row. I only had 5 bullets left in my magazine and I fired 
all of them into this one prisoner, I saw him slump to the ground, 
In the meantime everybody else had fired and all the prisoners 
were lying on the ground. We walked up to the group of dead men, 
and I looked at the one I had Shot to see if he was still alive au 
needed a mercy shote However » after looking at him I was so certain 
that he was dead that I dia not bother to deliver a mercy shote 
the other prisone-s ware also apparently dead and after examining 
them nobody delivered any Mercy shots. Hauptscharf. KNAPPICH then 
told us to return to our tank. 


I remember that on the day we left the encirclement, I walked 
along the road in the direction of the church as Shown on my s ch 
and at the place marked number 5, I saw a group or about 30 to 4o 
Gead americans. From the positions in which they were lying I knew 

at they were prisoners of war who had been bumped off. It was 
obvious to me that th y had not fallen in battle because there was 
Such a large group killed in one small place. I did not participate 
i illing and although I heard some of the soldiers from other 
companies talking about it, Ido not know for certain who shot these 
prianers, 





Sworn to and subscribed before me 
thie 4th day of April 1946 at 
Schwabisch Hall, Ger. 


Raphael SHUMAC! 
Capte 
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HOFMANN 
FL HEINZ 


hE Ble. IMEBMER..... ummumone 9 Being first daly 
sworg, make e following statement under oath: 

ton, Lad. Wanda... , nachdem ich erst recht- 
mapig eing:soiworen wurde, mache die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same_. RII E._ HOF. MANN 
seiahiaane . mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated... APB M bro LP4 Mas 


Die ob’ven zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen.3! 2 
von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen “Aussage genannt, 
datiert. Cw, 


rah. Winasy. 


irst Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zuname) 


14 a 


an 
Rank (Dienstgrad) 


14, il | 


Oreaniiatlon duritg Eifel Offensive 
Einheit wdhrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 





Sworn to_and ee ae me this 


net BR day coun nrsete , 1946. 
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Lt-aaf Aah Eeachty 


Officer 1 gen tering gath 
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Exhibit a ~ Gustav SPRENGER's Statement 


Exhibit B - Gustav Six ANG! 


8 Supplemental Statement 





% a 


TRANSLATOR’'S AFFIDAVIT 


F Joseph Kirschbaum 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as ap interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Gustav SPRENGEX 
taken on 22 April. 1946 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 
hefore Robert E.. Byrne, lst Lt., JAGD 
consisting of 2 pages, into English. 
I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 
German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: q Lf 
_ i048 
le My native tongue is German, 


2. I learned Mmglish through study or the language tor two years in 
High School, one year in college, and eight months of evening classes, ail 
in VIENNA, Austria. 


3+ I have spoken Mglish continuously since September 1939 when I 
came to the United States. In September of 1941 I joined the United States 
arny. 


4. Frou February until the latter part of April 1943, I attended the 
IPW course at Camp Hitchie, Maryland, conducted by the Military Intelligence 
Training Center. 

5+ Frou June 1944 until September 1445, I served continuously as an 
IPW interrogator, in which capacity I was constantly required to translate 
German into English ami vice versa, 


6. Since January 1%6 I have been assigned to the War Crimes Branch, 
U.S.F.E.T. as @ civilian German-inglish interpreter. 


ek i 
Sworn and subscribed to before me this -<--.. day of Chal AIS 
at Schwibisch Hall, Germany. 
He Branch, Ge Re 





I, Gustav SrRENGER, SS Sturmmann, having veen duly 
sworn upon oath, make the following statement suppl enent- 
ary to my statement of 2/ February 1946. 


On the 22nd o1 April 1946 two photographs were shown 
to me, one of which bears the writing "Exhibit A-SIOUMONI* 
and the other one “Exhibit B-STOUMONI". Both of these 
phovographs show the house which I described in my statement 
of 27 February 1946, where Obersturmfuehrer SIMW/sRS shot 
three American prisoners of war in presence of Obersturmbann- 
fuehrer PEIPER. 


On the picture mrked "Exhibit A-STQUMONI® I have marked 
with the letter X ana Y the exact position of Obersturmfuehrer 
SIEVERS and Obersturmbannfuehrer PIP at the time when Ober- 
stumafuehrer SILVERS shot the three American prisoners of war. 
Obersturmfuehrer SIEVERS stood at the spot marked X and Ober- 
sturmbannfuehrer PEIPER at the spot marked Y. The three 
American prisoners of war stood at the exact position as shown 
by three persons with their hands over their heads on the 
picture, at the time as I passed this place, as I described it 
in my statement of 27 February 1946. 


The photo marked “Exhibit B-STOUMONT® is a picture of the 
same house I described svove. However, it shows the path going 
orf the main road and running along the house, which is the 
path I took at the time of the incidents I described in my 
Statement dated 27 February 1946. 


I have set my signature and today’s date on the reverse 
side of both photographs which I described above and make them 
a part of the statement and attach them hereto. 


I make this statement consisting of two pages and two 
photographs marked “Exhibit A-STOUMONI and "Exhibit B-STOUMONT® 
voluntarily, without 1orce, threats or promises of reward, 


(signed) Gustav SPaENGER 
22 April 1946 


Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 22nd day of April 1946 


Robert io. BYRNE 
lst Lie, JAGD 





Exhibit a - Gustav SFRENUER's Statement 


Mehibit B - Gustev SinsNOan's Supplemental Statement 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


1 . ene assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that theattached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Hans Hillig 
taken on 15..March..1945 at Schwithisch Hall, Germany, 
hefore RAPHAEL. SHUMACKER,. Captain, CMP 
consisting of 5 pages, into English, 


and 2 sketches 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the folloy 


le My aative tongue is ile 

2e i eve apoken WG) ise for 7 years. 

Se I studied wrens for & years at school in VI“. sustria, 
Ae I lived in MIG fron 1999-29\0. 


Se I lived in-the UNIVOD crates from I9ho ustil 1 left the yRITm STATES 
with the American arny in way 194k. 


6 Since the ith of yebruary 1946, J served as interpreter with the ur 
Grimes praveh ia \ISSSADM, Gerwanye 


(+4O.u2 bf (el 
Sworn and subscribed to hefore me this 26 * of Darah’ LAKE. 


at Schwibisch Hall, Germany. 


) 
ZX ae a fe a3 chi 
rt Crimes Branch, USFET 





I, Hans HILLIG, first being duly sworn, make the 
following statement under oath: 


During the EIFEL Offensive in December 1944, I was in the 
communications platoon af the Head rters Company, lst ss 
Yanzer Hegiment, LSSAH as Unter fuehrer, 


the first shooting of a prisoner of war in the EIFEL 
Offensive on 17 December 1944... The exact time I cannot recall; 
I only know that it was in the afternoon, This happened at the 
Troad-crossing which was on the way from BUELLINGEN to ENGELSDORF 
and which was about 3 to 5 kilometers north of ENGELSDORF. Can- 
ing fran BUHLLINGEN we turned a curve to our left into the main 
road, and stopped 3 th end of a pasture on 
which a ratt ar ‘eutly dead American soldiers 
were lying. n remembe. ere was a house on the 
corner directly on the right side after making the left turn. I 
definitely know that the vehicle of Hauptscharfuehrer HARTMANN 
drove immediately behind us and at the same time stopped at the 
above mentioned place. I don't know exactly whether the Div 
camunications vehicle followed HARTMANN. TI can mbe 
a Mark IV tank was parked 4 to 5 meters ead of 
hand side of the road in front of this pasture. 
Standing at this pasture ap; roximately 3 minutes on the righthand 
Side of the road when I saw how Oberscharfuehrer HUBER (es seen 
from my tank at the right rear corner of th pasture) made an 
American prisner get up. I saw how HUBER kicked this prisoner of 
war with | foot before he had him get up, and I furthermore saw 
how Oberscharfuchrer HUBER ordered the prisoner to take off 
Several pieces of clothing of which I can recall the followi 
Shoes and pants. There also could have been other things which 
HUBER took away from the prisoner but I cannot say for certains 
I further saw how HUBER ordered the prisoner to turn around 
aftes which HUBIR shot the prisoner down from the back. The 
prisoner fell at once to the ground and as far as I can remembex', 
HUBER fired another shot (itv also could have been several) into 
the prisoner efter he fell to the yrounds Inmediately efte:wards 
HUbE went back to his tank with these pieces of clothing. I know 
that it wes HUBEX because I knew him as I had once played cards 
with him, 


I know the Ame:ican soldier whom HUBER Shot was a prisoner of 
war beceuse he immediately raised his hands and did not carry any 
rms aS far as I could ses. That he was on A erican I could re 
nize from his uniform. Another eye-witness to this shooting is 
Untersturmfushr er KRAUSSE who was standing next me in the SPW, 


I can recall the followin people who were at this location in my 
SPWs 


1. Untersturmfuehrer KKAUSSE, Horst 

2. Hottenfushrer KIEFIR, Horst 
xottenfuehrer LEHN, Walter 
Unterscharfuehrer HILLIG, Hans 
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Spote 
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side 
Around 
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is surrounded 
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at this place, when I rec 
er to gather 
ivailable cr 


about 
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Pp because once 
PEIPER at which time I saw this 
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arded by F 
and turned him 
Stones 


and I believe 
After 
meters and remained there, 


answered to the 
PEIPIR continued talkin 7 
mute. At the end of the 
I lmow, however, that 
Was very angry and shouted, "HILLIG§* 
PELPER said, “Shoot this 
Gune" By that he meant that I should 
of the anti-aircraft gun. 


away from PEIPER he shouted after me, 
like to add that I had a pistol on me 
fore, I let someone hand me a machine 
cannot tell exactly who gave it to me 
fushrer Walter LANDFRIED, After I 
indicated above, I took the machine 
the region of this American 
lye As he lay on the ground I 
be sure that he was dead, 
dead because his eyes were 
Still standing at the same 
ecuted his order, 
prisoner, 
returned to my previous work, 


glassy, I 


German 


none of 


Clarify the above s tat 
of 


1620 me 


bef 
prisoner, 
2 house where he was sitting on the stairs nd 
uehrer Walter LEHN. 
over to Sturmbannfuehrer PEIPER wno was 
Immediately next to PHIPIR Stood the following officers; 
Obersturmfuehrer Rudi MAMULE, and Unters 
I also saw there Hauptst 
I gave the prisoner over to PIPER I withdrew about 5 to 6 
The reason was I wanted to see what 
PEIPIR intended to do with the prisoner. 
Was talking to this man in a fareign tongue. 
first sentence which h 


Spot, and reported to him 
He answered Something which 
but, however, I cannot remember it any more, 


the 


istols. I 
or they did not belong 
people did not belong 


us dismounted at this 


emMent, marked 
this statement. 


of the 19th Dec 
from LA GLEIZE 
f road just 


the house is 


eters highs 
behind this 


house, 
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Suddenly I hs 
ret risoner." I knew 
e I had executed an order 
I took the prisoner 


that 


I led him beside the house 
sitting ona 


turmfuehrer Horst KRAUSSE, 
urmfuehrer Hans GRUEHLE, 


I saw am heard as PEIPER 
This prisoner only 
® was asked by PEIPER, 


to the pisoner, but the prisoner remained 
interview between PEIPER and + 
the prisoner gave a short answer. 


prisoner 
PSIPER then 


- I answered, “Sturmbannfuchrer", 
man and lay him next to the anti-aircraft 


shoot this man in the vicinity 


I led thy prisoner away towards the loca- 
tion which was indicated to me by PEIPIR. 


When I was about 75 meters 
"That is far enough." TI would 
but no machine pistol; there- 
pistol from my vehicle ¢ 

but I believe it was Rotten- 


had been addressed by FEIPR as 
pistol and fired 
prisoner*s heart, 


one shot into 
He collapsed immediate- 


Shot him once more into the temple to 
I know that the man did not suffer and was 


then returned to PFEIFER who was 


that I had ex. 
had to do with the 


I then again 





To illustrate the above statement I had made 


werked it Exhibit "B* and made it 4 pert hereof. 


This statement consisting of 5 pages and two sketches, 
was made voluntarily and out of my own initiative, uninfluenced 
by force, threats, harshness or promises of any sort. 


I swear by God the facts which are stated herein are 
true and I am ready to r at same before any court of justice. 


1503 0l 946 
HANS HILLIG 


Sworn to ami subscribed before u 
bhis 15th day of March 1946 at 
SCHWABISCH HALL, Gr, 


RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt CMP 































TRANSLATIGN OF LEGEND TO SKETCH EXHIBIT *A*" of 


HANS HILLIG on 15 March 1946. 


* * 2 
LEGEND 

1.) There lay the American soldier HUBER shot, 

2.) At this pasture lay many American soldiers, 

3.) HUBER's Tank 

4e) HILLIG's radio 

5e) From this spot we saw HUBER 

64) HARTMANN's Radio 

7e) Barn which was set afire by the men 

6.) Apartment house on main street 

9) The direction we came from 

10.)Main road to ENGELSDORF 


11,)In this direction we left this place 


TRANSLATION OF LEGEND TO SKETCH MARKED EXHIBIT "B* 


Dram by HANS HILLIG, 15 March 196, 


* * * * 


LEGEND 


1.) From there I had to get the prisoner and take him to PRIPER 


2.) Iccation of prisoner at the interrogation, 


34) At this place I had to shoot the prisoner on PRIFER's crders 


4.) HEIFER 


5s) Adjutant's Tenk 


6.) HIELIG's radio. 


7+) HARTMANN's radio 


8.) Radio of the Division 


9e) Knocked out Panther 


10.)My location at dawn 


11.)My last location before leaving for LA GIEIZE 


12.)My location before leaving for STOUNONT 


13.)C.P, -POBTISCHKE's and of Infantry Battalion 


14.)astle, here were many prisoners held 


15.)FBIHER's C.P, 


16,)First house at entrance of STOUMDNT 


17«)Church in STOUMDNT 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I George Miller assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
Willi BRAUN 
taken on 16. April..1946 at Schwitbisch Hall, Germany, 
hefore ROHERT.E. BYRNE,..lat. Lt... JAGD 
consisting of 6 pages, into English. 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


Jnglish interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 
1. German is my native tongue. 


2. I spe the first twenty years of my life in Germny ani went to 
Clementary school there. 


3- J eume to the United States in 1928. 


4. I had two years of nglish in secondary school in Germany. uy other 
kmowlodge of ingijsh hes been derived from study by myself. 


5. I bave been married for the past six years to a British subject and 
Speak English continually at home. My wife does not speak Gersan. 


6. i have been in the United States army fa the mat 2-1/2 years, 
having been discharged in November 1945 and have been employed by the #ar 
Department as @ German-inglish interpreter since January 1946. 


deoipe becller. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this -2.8 ay of apt Ct +h 
at Schwibiech Hall, Germany. 


r Crimes Bran 





I, Willi BRAUN, having been duly sworn upon oath, make the 
following statement: 


During the EIFEL offensive in December 19), I was sturmmann 
in the KWK ( self-propelled gun) squad of the 4th platoon, llth 
Company, III Battalion ,2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment, LSSAH, 


In the night of the 15th to the 16th December 1944, I believe 
it was in the early morning houre, our company commander Obers turm- 
fuehrer Heinz TOMHARDT conducted a company orientation at which he 
said about the following: 


" If you see soldiers who wave their steel helmets 
over their heads, you are not going to shoot at them ! 
If 11 tanks stand together in a group you will also not 
shoot at these soldiers, You will not take any prisoners 
of wer in this offensive, and also you will bump off 
civilians who show themselves,” 


Tumediately after this company orientation we drove into the 
offensive. I know of one single case where prisoners of war were shot 
during this offensive, that is on orders of Unterscharfuehrer Gerhard 
SCHUMACHER, who wes the commander of our SPW, To that time the 
following other people rode in my SIWs 


Gren, Heinz FRIEDRICH 
Gren, KONIOR 
Rottf.Edaud TOMZAK 

and I Sturm,Wiili BRAUN 


These are all the first and last names of the people who rode in my 
SPW as far as I can remember, 


In the morning hours of the 19th Dec 1944 the shooting of these 
prisoners of war took place and that was in the vicinity of STOUMONT, 


It was about in the following manner, A paratrooper came along 
the road with seven A merican prisoners of war, Uscha,SCHUNACHER 
stopped him and asked him what he would do with the prisoners, The 
paratrooper answereds * I shall evacuate them to the rear", Thereupon 
SCHUMACHER said * Oh I'm going to bring them myself to the rear" ,The 
paratrooper turned the prisoners over to SCHUMACHER and went his way. 
To that time our SH stood at the right hand side of the street if me 
is driving towards STOUMONT. A pasture was opposite the parking 
Place of our SPW, SCHUMACHER ordered the prisoners to go to this 
pasture, where he lined them up in one row and gave us all, that is 
the whole group of the SPW, the order to dismount with hand weapons, 
Thereupon he ordered us to bump off the prisoners, At that time the 
prisoners stood about eight to ten m, away from the street in this 
Pasture and we stood about five to six m distance away from the 
street at the edge of the pasture. After Uscha SCHUMACHER had given 
the order to shoot the prisoners, our whole crew shot.qt these 
Prisoners. For that Uscha SCHUMACHER used a maclijne pistol, TOMZAK 
and I used pistols and KONIOR ea fast firing rifle. The pistol I used 
for that was a Belgian F.N. I discharged my magazine which contained 
eight rounds, at the prisoners and had no tim to shoot a second 
magazine at the prisoners, First I shot at one prisoner aiming at 
the head and saw him falling to the ground deed and he didn't mve 
any mre, When that had happened, I sew another hit and still moving 





Prisoner lying on the ground. Obviously this man hed only been wounded 
and out of pity to him I then gave him the mercy shot. Immediately 
after this incident we drove on to STOUMNT, 


This statement consisting of six Pages was made by me voluntar- 
ily, uninfluenced by force, harsh treatment, threats or promises of 
any kind, 


I swear before God that the facts which I had stated in this 
deposition are true and I am prepared to repeat same bsfare any court 
of justice, 


Willi BRAUN 
16th April 1946, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 16th day of April 1946, 


ROBERT E BYRNE 
ist Lt. JAGD. 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I Faul Rosenthal assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


# true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Edmund TOMCZAK 
27 March 1946 


at Schwiibiseh Hall, Germany, 


RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, Captain, Cmp 


taken on 
hefore 
consisting of ........... pages, into English, 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


German is my native tongues 

I have spoken English for nine years. 

I studied English for three years in school in VIENNA, AUSTRIA, 
I lived in Englari since June, 1939. I have been employed by 


the U.S. War Department as a German-English interpreter since 
June 1945. 


ae 
Sworn and subscribed to hefore me this 27 day of 
at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 





I, Edmund TOMCZAK, make the following statement under 
Oath after I was first duly sworn: 


During the EIFL offensive I belonged to the llth 
Company 3rd Battalion 2nd Panzer Grenadiers L.SS.A.H. 


During the morning of loth or 17th December 194k, 
we left our bivouac area the name of the village I no longer 
remember and drove into the offensive. In my SPW drove the 
following men; Untersch arfuehrer SCHUHMACHER, Gerhard - 
Group Leader, Rottenfuehr er TOMCZAK, Edmund - Replacement for 
any position within the tank, Sturmmann BRAN, Willi, 
Sturmmann WEISS, Loader, FRIZDRICHS, Driver, 


Ican remember that we passed some big crossroads where 
we turned left arounu the curve. After we turned left around 
the curve I saw right 6 the road a large number or American 
prismers of war. I know thet they were prisoners because they 
were guarded by German guards, and I recognized them as Ameri- 
cans by their uniform. We then stopped where tne prisoners 

up to SCHUHMACHIR. I do not know 

és, and I do not know what he said to 

We then drove off. I remember to have driven 

through SraAVELOT, I believe on the same day, on is Decanber, 
I furthers remembe. that we came neer the castle, the name of 
the castle I also do not remembes any more nor the name of the 
Villase that was in its vicinity. I also know that I was always 
with the crew until our Spw was knocked out. I cannot remember 
the day or date. After the SPW of SCHUHMACHER was knocked out I 
was coumitted as infantryman and was no longer with the crew of my 
SPW. 


This statement consisting of three pages was made of my own 
free will uninfluencea by torce, threats, or duress or promises of 
any kind, 


I swear by God that the facts mentioned herein are true anu 
am prepared to repeat them berore any court of justice. 


(signed) TOMCZAK, Himuna 
27 March 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 27th day of March 1946 
av Schwabisch Hall, Ger, 


(signed) Raphael SHUMACKER 
Capt GMP 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I, Paul Rosenthal assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, de pe and state that the attached English translation is 


4 true and aceurate rendering of the German original of the 


Heinz FRIEDRICHS 


statement of 


taken on ...24.. March 1946 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


atone RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, Captain, CMP 


consisting of 2... pages, into English. 
and 3 sketches 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: . 


ie German is my native tongue. 


2¢ I have spoken inglish for nine years, 


3e I studied english for three years in School in VIENNA, aUSIRIa, 
i lived in england since June, 1539. 


I have been employed by the 
U.S. War Department as a German-inglis 


h interpreter since June L945. 


raul Rosenthal 
~& 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 22... day of Prtarek’ 12 ¢4 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


ee 1 Cl aicnelld 


‘ar Crimes Branch, USVET 


afk LIV 





AFFIvavViItT 


of 


I, Heinz FRiXDsICHS, being first duly sworn, make 
the following stavement under oath: 


During the EleEL Offensive in December 1944, I was 
in the 4th Plavoon of the llth Panzer Grenadier Company, 
2na Panzer vrenadier Megiment, LAH, with the rank of 
Grenadier. 


I have been shown a map of Ventral Europe, 1100,000, 
G.S., G.S., hilo, Sheet S. 1. I have also been shown a map 
of BELGIUM and Northeast FRAVCE, 1:100,000, G.S., G.S., 436, 
Marche, Sheet 13, Im this stavement, all references by co- 
ordinates to towns, crossroads or other terrain features will 
be taken from these maps. 


When I first joined the llth Panzer Grenadier Company, 
the Company Commander was Obersturmfuehrer BABICK. This was 
in May 1944. Later in June or July 1944, Obersturmfuehrer 
Heinz TOMIAHDT took over our company as Company Commander 
and continued in that position until he was wounied on 18 
December 1944 during the EIFEL Offensive in STAVELOT. Then 
Oberscharfuehrer RExER took over command of the company 
temporarily until he was injured in an accident on the night 
of 19-20 December 1944. Following Oberscharfuehrer REY, 
Untersturmfuehrer KINDERMANN took command o1 the company until 
he was wounded on the evening of 20 December 194h4e¢ Then 
Unterscharfuehrer SCHUHMACHER took coumand of the camanye. I 
was wounded on the 2lst December 1944 but I heard from my com- 
rades that Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS, Commanding Officer of the 
10th Panzex urenadier Company, also took command of the llth 
Company on that date. 


On 25 December 194), which was the aay before the offens- 
ive began, our company was stationed in a woods near BLANKEN- 
HEIM. About midnight or 15 December 1944 the Company was as- 
sembled and our Company Commander, Obersturmfuehrer TOMHANDT 
spoke to us. His words were substantially as follow: 


"A great offensive is about to begin. New 

Weapons will ve on hand for this offensive. LEvery- 
body must fight heroically. Also, the artillery 
will be coumitted in rorce, Our airforce will be 
employed in greater strength. If a Panzer is 
damaged in any way the trouble will be remedied at 
once. Civilians and soldiere will be ‘bumped off.* 
If a village should be taken, everyone seen in the 
streets, soldier or civilian, will be killed,* 





I do not know, of course, from wham Obersturmfuehrer 
TOMHAHD? received the information and orders that he passed 
on to us. I only know that vefore he began his speech he 
told us that he hed just came from Hauptsturmfuesrer 
VIEFENIHAL, who had told him about the offensive. 


After the talk was over, the men in the company returned 
to their vehicles. We started towards the iront around two 
o'clock in the morning of 16 December. I remember that we 
passed through HONSriLD (Bonn 96.8-99.2) about ten o'clock in 
the morning of 1/ December ly) and arrived in BUELLINGEN 
( Bonn 952-02) around eleven o'clock in the morning 17 
vecember 194), In BUELLINsEN we refueled at an abandoned 
American gasoline dump. From BUELLINUEN we proceeded in the 
direction of SUHOPPEN (Bonn 89.3-00.2). We did not stop in 
SCHOPPEN and proceeded from there in the direction of 
LIGNUEVILLE (HNGELSDORF) (Bonn 8045-99.3)« 


I distinctly remember a crossroads some 3 to 5 kilometers 
north of LIGNUEVILLE (ENGELSDORF). This crossroais is the one 
shown on the Ibnn map above referred to at coordinates 81.5-02. 
When we came to this crossroais, we made a turn to our left 
to proceed southwerdly in the direction of LIGNUM/ILL! (ENGELS- 
DOKF). After making this left turn, there was a house at the 
intersection on our right side of the road, Just south of the 
house was a pasture in which at least 100 American prisoners of 
war had been assembled. This group of prisoners was unarmed 
and their hands were raised above their heads in a sign of 
surrender. I remember also seeing a few other American 
prisoners standing at the south side of the house who were 
still being searched. On the righthand side of tne road 
headed in the direction of ENGELSDORF was a column of American 
trucks. 


I have drawn a sketch or this scene, which sketch I have 
marked Exhibit "A", It is attached hereto ani made a part 
hersore 


At this time I was in a SPW which I myself was driving. 
In the SPW with me were Unterscharfuehrer Gerhard SCHUMACHIR, 
our vroup Leader, Rottenfuehrer Edmund TOMZACK, assistant 
group leader, Sturmmann Willi BRAUN, gunner numper 1, and 
Sturmmann WEIS, gunner number 2. 


As we moved from the intersection down the road in front 
or the pasture, we were stopped by an Obersturmfuchrer, I 
concluded that this officer was from some Pioneer Company be- 
cause he was not dressed in a Panzer uniform and because he was 
nov an officer trom our Panzer vrenadier Battalion. Ido not 
kmow this officer's name and this was the first time I had ever 
seen him, as tar-as I know, This orficer ordered Unterschar- 
fuehres SCHUHMACHEX to have our SPW mveu in a position to fire 
into the prisoners gathered in the pasture and then SCHUHMACHIR 
ordered me to so place the SPW. After I had manuevered the 
SPW crosswise of the road so that it was headed towards the 
pasture and the group of American prisoners gathered therein, 





this Obersturmfuehrer then gave SCHUHMACHIR the order to 
load and SCHUHMACHER passed this order on to Sturumann 
BRAUN. Unterscharfuehrer SCHUHMACHER seemed delighted at 
the chance to shoot these prisoners. His pleasure was 
evidenced by the expression on his face and the way he 
rubbed hie hands together and eaid "“masche, masche.* This 
was a coumon and well known expression that Obersturmruehre: 
rmBUSS of the 10th Panzer Grenadier Company always used to 
indicate his satisfaction and pleasure about anything. 


I did not want to witness what was about to happen so I 
got up from my driver's seat and was about to diamount on 
the left side of the SPW, at which time SCHUHMACHIR asked me 
what I was doing and I told him I could not stand to watch; 
thereupon, he called me a coward. Just about this time the 
Obersturmuehrer evidently changed his mind as he gave 
SCHUHMACHIR the order that we should proceed as a tank was 
coming along that would take care of the Jobe We left the 
scene inmediately and proceeded on in the direction of 
LIGNUBVILLE (ENGELSDORF) (Bonn 8045-99.3)e These prisoners 
of war who were gathered in the pasture were not shot during 
our stay at the crossroads. In my judgment we were there 5 to 
7 minutes, which was about 1,00 hours 1/ December 14). 


I forgot to mention that after our SPW had been manuevered 
in position crosswise o: the road facing the pasture, I saw 
Unterscharfuehrer SINvik of the 10th Panzer Grenadier Company 
standing inside the pasture where the Americanprisoners were 
assembled. As he saw us get in position to shoot, he yelled to 
SCHUHMAVHER, “Come on and bump ‘em off.* 


On my sketch marked Exhivit *A", the following is shown: 

No. 1 ~ The house on the righthand side of the road after 
one males a left turn to proceed in the direction 
or ENGELSDORF. 


2 - The place where the American prisoners of war were 
assembled in a pasture. 


3 = My oPW after it had been manuevered into position 
facing the pasture. 


4 +The place where the Ubersvu:mfuehver was svanding 
in the road when he stopped us and ordered us to get 
in position to :ire on the prisoners, 


5 - A column oi American trucks. 


6 - The place where Unterscharfuehrer SiNGsn was standing 
in the pasture. 


7 + A house on the lefthand side o1 the road. 


8 = Our route of march. 





From this crossroad we proceeded to LIUNUEVILLE 
(ENGELSDORF ) (Bonn 8025-9903), where we stopped for about 
20 minutes and then proceeded in the direction of 
SUAVELO: (Marche 71e9-0le2). We reached the outskirts of 
SLAVELO! about 2000 hours on the evening of 1/ December 
1944. Here the company had to dismount and advance as 
infanury. The SPW's of the company were left on the road 
before SLAVELOT. 


Around 1000 hours 18 December 1944 we returned to our 
vehicles and drove thvough SI'AVELOL in the direction of 
CHENEUX (Marche 63e7-0le4). We reached the outskirts of 
CHENHIX avout 1400 hours and there the advance was stopped 
when we were attacked by American airplanes. About an hour 
later we drove in a woods beyond CHENEUX, where we camou- 
flaged our vehicles. At avout 1530 hours we gov back on the 
road and convinued along our route o1 advance beyond CHKNEuA. 
Just as we were about to start off, an American jeep in which 
two American soldiers weve riding, came along the road coming 
towards us. At this time the SPW o1 Hauptsturmfuehrer 
DISFENHAL , the battalion commande: of the jrd Panzer Grenadier 
Battalion, 2nd Panzer Grenadier Hegiment, was on the lefthand 
side or the road at a point where the road curved to our left. 
Other SPW"s were behind DIEFENIHAL's and I was about 200 meters 
to the rear of DIEFENIHAL's SPW. We were on the left side or 
the road to give us what concealment was afforded by a woods on 
our left side of the road. To the right of us was a pasture and 
there was a house to the left of this pasture. 


As the jeep came around the curve it came to a stop near 
DIEFMVIHAL's SPW. I heard firing from a machine gun which I 
assumed was directed at this jeep. I could nov tell which 
vehicle did the iiring. At this time I was standing on our 
right side of the road not far trom my SPW and I walked back to 
my vehicle to mount it in order to get a better view or what was 
geing on. As I climbed on my SPW, I heard machine pistol shots 
and I turned around immediately and saw an American soldier drop 
dead on the righthand side of the road. I saw Unterscharfuehrer 
QWIGAHT standing by the American soldier with a machine pistol in 
his hand, According to my recollection, ZWIGAHRT fired 2 oursts, 
totalling approximately 15 shots, The American was shot 3 or 4 
meters away from the SPW of DIEFENTHAL. Before this shooting took 
place and while I was standing on the righthand side of the road, 
I saw Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL himself standing beside his 
SPW. I know it was Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL asI had known 
him for a long time and also because he was wearing his yellow 
jacket and his peaked cap. 


About 10 minutes late:, as we continued on, I saw the other 
American soldier lying dead on the lefthand side of the road near 
the edge of the woods. I don*t know who else was in DIEFENHAL’s 
SPW at this time. I could tell that these soldiers were ameri- 
cans by the uniforms they wore. This shooting took place around 
1600 hours 18 December 1944 about 5 or 6 kilometers from CH INDI. 


The scene of this shooting is shown on a sketch I have 
drawn and which I have marked Exhibit *B*, This exhibit is 


attached hereto and made a part of this statement. On Exhibit 
*B", the following isshowm: 





1 - The pasture on our righthand side or the road. 

2 - The house to the left of the pasture. 

3 - The woods on our left side of the road. 

4 = The direction in which we were travelling. 

5 - DIEFENTHAL's SPW. 

6 = My SPW 

7 +The place where I first stood on our right side 
of the road. 

8 - The direction travelled by the American jeep. 

9 - The American jeep. 


10- The place where I saw Hauptsturmfuehrer 
DIEFENTHAL before the American was shot. 

ll- The place where the American prisoner wes shot. 

12- The place where ZWIGAHT was standing when he shot 
the American soldier, 

13= The place where I saw the other American soldier 
lying on the edge of the wood. 


Late that night 18 December 1944 we drove back through Ui BWUX 
and through LA GLEIZE unvil we reached the castle near STOUMONT 
(Marche 6269-02.8). At 2 o'clock in the morning of 19 December 1944, 
our company had to dismount again and advance as iniantry. About 
0830, 19 December we returned to our SPW's aud mounted them again 


and at 0900 hours left in the direction of SIOUMUNI. As we were 
leaving the woods, my SPW suffered some damage but was quickly re- 
paired. At this time I wanted to catch up with the rest of the 
company but a paratrooper came up the road with 7 American prisoners 
ox war in his custody. Unterschurfuehrer SCHUHMACHM asked him 

where he wanted to go with the prisoners ani he answered, "Transport 
them to the rear." Then SUHUHMACHER said,"Oh, I am going to transport 
them to the rear myself." The paratrooper naturally was very glad to 
get rid of them and he left to return to his unit. At this time my 
SPW was parked on the righthand side of the road headed in the di- 
rection of S:OUMONT. Directly across from us on our left side of 

the roadwas a pasture. SUHUHMACH:R marched the prisoners from the 
road into the pasture and then he gave us the order to dismount with 
small arms, I remained in my driver's seat a moment and then 
SCHUMACHER said, "That means the driver too." I then took my machine 
pistol and also left the SPW. Then SCHUHMACHER said, "Now the prison- 
ers ave going to oe bumped off." The prisoners were lined up in one 
rank facing the road, some 8 to 10 meters in the pasture, and those 
of us in the crew standing just on the edge of the pasture 5 to 6 
meters from the prisoners shot them with our respective weapons. We 
had received an order from SCHUHMACHiR to shoot these prisoners and 
we hed to execute it. I myself shot at two of these American soldiers, 
fixing two oursts of 7 or 8 shots each with my machine pistol. The 
others who shot were: SCHUHMACHER with his machine pistol; BHAUN with 
a rifle; TOMZACK and WEIS with pistols. The place where these prison- 
ers were shot was about 700 meters trom the castle I have mentioned 
above. The prismers were dressed in fatigue clothes, field jackets 
and steel helmets. There is no question but what they were Americans, 
They had their hands upraised and had made no attempt to escape and 
aid nothing to provoke the shooting. I am sure that the two Americans 
I shot were killed. There no doubt avout it because I aimed a 
volley a 7 or 8 shots at the heart o: each one, This shooting took 
place about 0930 hours 19 December 1944. After the shooting took 
place, SCGHUHMACHR had us mount the SPW immediately and nobody examined 
the bodies of the Mmericans to see if they were dead. 





I have drawn a sketch oi the scene ot this shooting, 
which sketch I have marked Exhivit "C*. It is attached 
hereto and made a part hereof, The following is shown on 
this sketch. 


1 = The castle vefore S!OUMONL 
2 ~ Our route or advance in the direction of STOUMONT. 
3 = A woods across the road from the castle. 
4 - The place where our SPW stood when the prisoners 
were taken away from the paratrooper. 
5 - The path taken by the paratrooper as he came down 
the road with the American prisoners. 
6 = The pasture on which we shot the American prisoners 
of war. 
7 - The row of American prisoners of war lined up in the 
pasture. 
8 - Where I and the others in my crew stood and shot the 
7 American prisoners of war. 


I did not want to participate in the shooting of these American 
prisoners of war. I knew it was wrong to shoot prisoners of wr. I 
participated in the shooting because I had an order to do so from my 
group leader, Unterscharfuehrer SCHUHMACHiR and I also knew that he 
was acting in accordance with the orders that had been given the 
company by our Company Comuander, Obersturmfuehrer TOMIARDT the day 
before the offensive began. 


This statemait is given by me voluntarily and of my ow free 
wille I have witten it in my own handwriting. I have not been 
subjected to force, duress or threats of punishment. No promises 
of reward or immunity from prosecution have been made to mee 


I swear that the facts stated in this affidavit are true and 
I am prepared torepeat them under oath in any court or justice. 


Heinz FrIEDRICHS 
21 March 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 2lst day of March 1946 at 
SCHWAsiSCH HALL, GEx. 


(signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt cai 





TRANSLATION OF LEGEND ON EXHIBIT *A* 
TO AFFIDAVIT @ 
Heinz FRIEDRIGHS 


Dated 21 March 1946 


1 - The house on the righthand side or the road as 
one makes a left turn to proceed in the direction 
or ENGELSDORF. 


2 - The place where the American prisoners of war were 
assembled in a pasture. 


3 = My SPW after it had been manuevered into position 
facing the pasture. 


fo. 4 + The place where the Obersturmfuehrer was standing 
* in the road when he stopped us ana ordered us to 
get in position to fire on the prisoers. 


Noe 5 - A column or American trucks. 


Noe 6 = The place where Unterscharfuehrer SINGER was standing 
in the pasture. 


No. 7 ~ A house on the lefthand side of the road. 


No. 8 ~ Our route of march 


TRANSLALION GQ LEGEND ON EXHIBIT. "Be 
TO AFFIDAVIT OF 
Heing FRILDRICHS 


Dated 21 March 1946 
eeene 


Noe. 1 ~ The pasture on ow righthand side of the road. 

No. 2 = The house to the left of the pasture. 

No. 3 = ‘the woods on our left side of the road. 

No. 4 + The direction in which we were travelling. 

No. 5 = DIEFENTHAL's SPW 

Noe 6 = My SPW 

No. 7 - The piace where I first stood on our right side of the 
road. 

No. 6 ~ The direction traveiled by the American jeep. 

No. 9 - The American jeep 

Now 10- The place where I saw Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEYENIHAL 
before the American was snot. 

Noe lie The place where the American prisoner was shot. 

Noe 12+ The place where SiIuAkT was standing when he shot the 
american soldier, 

No. 13e The place where I saw the other American soldier lying 
on the edge of the wood. 





TRANSLATION OF LEGEw ON EXHIBIT *C* 
TO AFFIDAVIT OF 
Heinz FRIEDHICHS 
Dated 21 March 1946 


seu ee 


The castle before S!OuMON!' 


Our route of advance in the direction 
of SroOuMONr 


A woods across the road from the castle. 
The place where our SPW stood when the 


prisoners were taken away from the para- 
trooper, 


The path taken by the mratrooper as he 
came down the road with the Ame: ican 
prisoners. 


The pesture on which we shot the American 
prisoners of war. 


‘the row of American prisoners of war lined 
up in tne pasture. 


Where I and the others in my crew stood 
and shot the 7 American prisoners of war. 
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Sennen sens ssenineememnennenny Nahdem ich erst recht- 
mafig eingeschworen wurde, muche die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The cbove two photographs are photographs of the same UwrERSCHARFUE HRER 
WL G ART... mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated 2/. MARB:../44 


‘ % 
Die obigen zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen TER SCHARFUHRER 

von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 
datiert 4. MA RET 


name) Last Name (Zaname) 


ely be ae 


First Name ( 





Rank “(Dienstgrad) 


Ut LFanz Caren, homp.| 1 SS: Poa kegt LS. All. 


Organization daring Elfel Offensive 
Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn to,and subscribed before me this 


ITE. OY Of san Le ec betrines 1946s 


LO MALE Nae tthe 
er glministering oath 
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toh MELE FALE RICH S suas Hachdem ich erst rectt- 


mdpig eingeschworen wurde, mucte die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The cbove two photographs are photogrephs of the sameS7ZRYAWA  BW/LES 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


Falter A,Hart assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


depose and stute that the attached English translation is 


I, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly s 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
Willi. SCHAEFER 


8. APRIL 1946 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 


taken on 


WILLIAM R. PERL, lat. Lt. Mel» 


hefore 
consisting of 7... pages, into English, 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an ¢ xpert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


wy native tongue is German, 


i studied English for seven years in school in Berlin,Germny. 


i laved in England from 1935 to 1937 and in the United States 
frou 1937 to 1944. 


From March 1944 to Movember 1945, I served as an interpre ter 
with the office of Military Government. 


Since 3 December 1945 I have been e@nsigned to the var Crimes 
Brench,U..F.0.T. ss o civilian Geraen-Pngl ish interpreter, 


}} 
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work: and tubscelbed ve beter me‘ (ite cae Su dayiot 
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sworn, make the ‘Follo ing stdtement under oath 

] {:. Comer Nile Sch ee cewtnitnmasnenerneney Machdem ich erst recht- 
midpig eingeschworen wurde, muche die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The obove two photographs are photogrephs of the same. F441 % 
MEMES creer mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated..0. beat hd&ébe 


by eine zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen_CYAN&. tise 


von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 
Alki . 


First Name (Vorname) fast Néme (Zaname) 
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Organization during Eifel Offensive 
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. nachdem ich erst recht- 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same_. Z; 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


|, George Miller assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Max HAMMERER 


11 April 1946 


taken on at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany 


epee William R, Perl, lst Lt. MI. 


consisting of pages, into English. 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


1. German is my native tongue. 


2. I spe the first twenty years of my life in Germany ani went to 
@lementary school there. 


3- I eame to the United States in 1928. 


4. I had two years of English in secondary school in Germany. My cther 
knowledge of Ingiish has been derived from study by myself. 


5+ I have been married for the past six years te a British subject and 
Speak English continually at home. My wife does not speak German. 


6. I have beon in the United States Amy fa the mot 2-1/2 years, 
having been discharged in Movember 1945 and have been employed by the Wer 
Department as a German-English interpreter since January 1946. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this .c@&—- day of (4¢hL 
at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. = 
WG 


Crimes Branch, USFET 


4A 





I, Rottf, Mx HAMMERER, being duly sworn state the following: 


During the EIFEL offensive in December 194, I belonged to the 
2nd Platoon, of the 3rd Panzer Pioneer Company, of the lut SS Pioneer 
Bn, ISSAH, 


My platoon leader was Uscha. Max BEUTNER, My Company Commander 
was Obersturmfuehrer Franz SIEVERS. 


le On the 17th December 1944, at about 1.30 o'clock in the 
afternoon, coming from BUELLINGEN we came to a road crossing at which 
the street turns sharp to the left in direction ENGEISDORF, At this 
time Iwas messenger in the SI¥ of Uscha. Max BEUTNER, At this cross- 
road. immediately behind the crossing on the part of the road which 
leads to ENGEISDORF, our SHY came to a halt, and I was present as 
American prisoners of war were shot, 


2. On 20 December 194), in a castle near STOUMONT, I have 
killed with pistol shots an American prisoner of war whose lower 
part of the body was buried in debris, 


The American lay in the hallway of the castle. He wore 
an American uniform, However, he didn't were the steel helmet any 
more. He was unarmed, This American groaned as he was obviously in pain 
because his lower part of the body was buried, Thereupon I fired from 
the immediate distance two pistol shots at this American ; one in the 
head andone in the heart, I don't know any more if I shot first in the 
heart or first in the head, The American was dead after these two shots, 
I had a look at the body and concluded that he was dead, 


It was clear to m that this American w as noncombatent, 
but a prismer of war because hewas helpless and unarmed. However, I shot 
him because our company commander Oberstuf.Franz SIEVERS had read an 
order to us before the offensive in which it said that no prisoners 
will be taken, 


I have prepared a sketch which shows the castle near STOUMDNT 
in which I shot the American prisoner of war, This I have marked with 
"A*® and attached to my statement. On this the numerals indicate: 


le Kitchen 5 Hallway 

2. Halls 6.Spot where I shot the American 
30 Office 7.Doors 

es Store-room 


I have made this statement volunterily and of my own will 
uninfluenced by foree, threats, or harsh treatment, and uninfluenced 
by promises of any kind, 


I swear before God that the statements made in this deposition 
are true and I am prepared to repeat them under oath before any court, 


(signed) HAMMERER, Max 
Witness: SS Rttf, 
Harry W, Thon 11 April 1946, 
Interrogator. WCB 


Sworn to and subscribed to before me this llth 
day of April 1946 at Schwabisch Hall,Germany. 
William R Perl 
Ast Lts Mele 0-555149 
Inves tigator-Examiner. 
WB, USFET, 
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7 Mis <9 an 9 CUMONaen teed mee ren el ap tenes .. nachdem ich erst redit- 
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Tot LIAX LAPD EL, cnn nimniennenneny Machdem ich erst redit- 
maBig eingeschworen wurde, mache die folgende Aussage unter Eid 

The above two photographs are photogrephs of the same___4% 
Galdschrarad.......mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated 

Die objcen zwei Photographi ‘en sind Photographien desselbigen.. MMe LLL LIS " 
LaOLA <tocseeny. VOn mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 
datiert 


Organization during Eifel Offensive 
Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 


Sworn and subscribed. Atl this 


.» 1946. 
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